
Sermon 2: Jonah 1:4-6: The Storm

OUTLINE

The coming of the storm
The lessons of the storm

INTRODUCTION

Storms have proven to be effective means of bringing people closer to God.  It was Martin 
Luther’s prayer in a thunderstorm that resulted in him giving up his law studies and taking 
up monastic vows.  Louis Zamperini the WWII air gunner who was shot down and was stuck
in a life raft for days lost at sea cried out for God to save him in the middle of a storm.  John
Newton while bailing out water in a damaged ship in the midst of a storm cried out to God 
for salvation.  Jonah is another who God brings closer to Himself through the use of a 
storm.  Jonah the self-righteous racist who doesn’t want God to save his enemies is on the 
run trying to secure the destruction of his enemies.  However, God will not let Him go, God 
brings a storm to hunt him down, bring him to his senses, and not only restore him to 
obedience but to a clear knowledge of grace.  Francis Thopmson’s famous poem, The 
Hound of Heaven describes well this pursuit of a God who loves sinners. 

‘I fled Him down the nights and down the days
I fled Him down the arches of the years
I fled Him down the labyrinthine ways
Of my own mind, and in the midst of tears
I hid from him, and under running laughter.
Up vistaed hopes I sped and shot precipitated
Adown titanic glooms of chasmed hears
From those strong feet that followed, followed after
But with unhurrying chase and unperturbed pace,
Deliberate speed, majestic instancy,
They beat, and a Voice beat,
More instant than the feet:
All things betray thee who betrayest me.’

As we look at Jonah’s experience of the storm we will look at how God brings storms into 
our lives and for what purpose, but we also want to see what God wants to teach Jonah 
through the sailors.

The coming of the storm

 V4, ‘But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the
sea, so that the ship threatened to break up.’  Jonah ran from the city but ran straight into a
storm.  This was no ordinary storm but one created by God, the ‘hurled’ it like a well-aimed 
javelin.  It is described as a mighty tempest so much so that the ship was in risk of sinking 
and even the sailors felt that it was no ordinary storm.  

The path of obedience can be a path of suffering at man’s hand but being blessed by God; 
the path of sin can be a path of being blessed at the hands of men but discipline by God.  



Jonah was called as God’s mouthpiece to go to the city of Nineveh with an ultimatum.  He 
was an ambassador of God’s mercy calling the people to repent or else.  Jonah instead of 
paying money to go to fulfill the will of God pays to run away from it.  God will not take the 
disobedience of His children lightly, there will be consequences.  

Consequences for sin are spoken about throughout the Bible, Gal. 6:7-8, ‘Do not be 
deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8 For the one 
who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the 
Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.’  Every sin has an effect.  That is a big statement 
and needs unpacking.  This verse tells us not to believe one of the biggest lies we tell 
ourselves, that our sins will not have consequences, every sin has a consequence.  Some 
consequences of sin are built into creation itself.  If you spend too much time listening to 
music too loud, it will damage your eardrums; if you overeat you will suffer ill health, if you 
drive too fast you will end up damaging something.  God has built pain into our environment
to help teach us the way we should go.  We use pain in the early years of disciplining our 
children, God does the same for us.  

But you might be able to sin and get away with it.  You might be able to lie and no one 
catch you out; you might be able to slack off at work and no one call you to account; you 
might steal, talk about people, have a secret life of some addiction and still not be found out
by another person.  Don’t be deceived this does not mean that there are no consequences.  
There are terrible consequences that we suffer in our hearts when we sin.  Sin grieves the 
Spirit and although we may not reap any outward consequences if the Spirit withdraws His 
good effects, if He stops convicting us, if He stops tenderizing our consciences and keeping 
us soft in heart before God, then the natural hardening of our hearts takes over.  This effect
is like sleeping on your arm, you don’t feel you arm going to sleep, it is only something you 
are aware of later.  Sin is like a blooddrinking bat.  These vampiric creatures will sit on a 
horse and they are able to painlessly bite and then drink the blood.  Sin has been compared 
to being exposed to a large dose of radiation.  There is no immediate pain, but with time the
negative effects are seen.  Or to an addiction, it begins with a euphoric enjoyment of the 
experience but increases in its demands and its power to enslave so that the later stages 
are poor and ugly pictures of degraded humanity  

Not only is your heart, the most vital part of your person affected so that you are vulnerable
to temptation and more easily rush into sin, so is your prayer life.  Ps. 66:18, ‘If I had 
cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.’  If you are in sin and not 
praying, then is another one of those silent and unfelt effects which we have to remind 
ourselves to fear.  All our life depends upon God and to have Him deny our prayers should 
be a terrifying thing.

Then there are the consequences like Jonah is experiencing, here God is interfering in the 
physical situations of his life.  In the case of an unbeliever God may do this to bring them to
their senses, but here we see God dealing with a disobedient child.  God does faithfully 
discipline His children.  But as someone has said, ‘not every difficulty is the result of sin but 
every sin leads to difficulty.’  As the last line of the first portion of the Hound of Heaven says
it, ‘all things betray thee who betrayest me.’  Some trust in success and God in His mercy 
takes it away.  Some make a god out of another person disobeying all His commands to 
have that person’s love, God can end that relationship, Jonah is trusting in a ship and the 
sea to be the enablers of his disobedience to God, but God turns them against him to return
Jonah to Himself.  God brings us to the end of ourselves, He exposes the vulnerability of our
situations, He mercifully disturbs the peace of the enjoyment of our sins to bring us to our 
senses.  C. S. Lewis put it this way, “Pain insists upon being attended to. God whispers to us



in our pleasures, speaks in our consciences, but shouts in our pains. It is his megaphone to 
rouse a deaf world.”  The external appearance of the storm would have been terrifying but 
it was kind and gentle teacher to return a child that God loved to Himself.  The vicious 
nature of the storm may appear to portray God as cantankerous and violent but it is the 
teaching tool of a patient parent.

There is one more consequence to our sins we must consider and that is the other sailors.  
They were literally all in the same boat and Jonah’s disobedience created a fallout that 
affected the lives of others.  This is an aspect of our sins we do not often consider.  In our 
sins we have chosen to be selfish, we have chosen to disregard personal warnings but we 
forget that sin does not only affect ourselves but others as well.  An indulgence in anger can
affect a work colleague, a selfish spending spree can affect the family budget, a self-
harming act can make those who love you feel unimportant and estrange them from you.  
The consequences are numberless and we could spend all day just talking about potential 
ways in unforeseen consequences affect those around us.  

The lessons of the storm

V5-6, ‘Then the mariners were afraid, and each cried out to his god. And they hurled the 
cargo that was in the ship into the sea to lighten it for them. But Jonah had gone down into 
the inner part of the ship and had lain down and was fast asleep. 6 So the captain came and 
said to him, “What do you mean, you sleeper? Arise, call out to your god! Perhaps the god 
will give a thought to us, that we may not perish.”  In our first message we spoke about 
how the parable of the prodigal son is a perfect picture which portrays Jonah as both the 
older and younger brother.  Now that Jonah is in the storm the next parable which comes to
mind as we consider the actions of the unbelieving gentile sailors is the parable of the Good 
Samaritan.  In Luke 10:25-37 we see Jesus telling the story of the Good Samaritan.  A Jew 
had come asking the way to eternal life, Jesus put the question back to him and he then 
gave a theologically sound answer.  If you love God and your neighbor you will inherit 
eternal life.  There are two possible ways to take this.  Firstly, Jesus is talking about the 
perfection of obedience none of us can attain to and seeking to bring the man to a place of 
seeing he cannot do it and lean on Christ.  Or Christ is speaking of the saving faith that 
always works itself out in works of love.  Whichever it is the man seeing that Jesus was 
implying that he needed to ‘do’ this because he wasn’t sought to justify himself with a  
technical clarification, ‘who is my neighbor?’

Jesus tells the story of the Good Samaritan, where respectable Jews, namely priests and 
levites past by the man left for dead.  Their cleanness and status and calling to serve in the 
Tabernacle did not mean they were full of love.  Instead we see that an unclean person to 
the Jews, a Samaritan, someone credited as being bad and outside the people of God is 
used as an example to shame the racist and religious façade of lovelessness in the Jews.  A 
Samaritan who has a deficient theology, and who were hated by the Jews is used as an 
example of what true love looks like.  We see that the Samaritan had a heart of compassion 
and stopped to help.  The Samaritan touched and attended to the man personally.  The 
Samaritan put up with the inconvenience of walking not riding and took time out of his 
calendar to attend to the man’s needs. He even put his hand in his pocket to ensure the 
man’s full recovery and pledged himself to fulfil any debts that might arise.  The priest was 
not to come into contact with dead people and perhaps feared the man was dead, the 
Levite might become unclean by attending to the man so for the purpose of remaining clean
he stayed away.  Jesus is criticising the religious attitudes that justified separating from your
neighbour and not fulfilling your duty of love to them.  True love would have risked their 
uncleanness and suffered the inconvenience of it in order to help someone in need.  Jesus is



dealing with the same type of people that James is fighting, a people with a verbal 
confession and an intellectual faith but who are loveless, even using religion to justify it.  
The lawyer wanted to debate who a neighbour was and was probably going to bring in all 
sorts of arguments and distinctions, but he is shamed by Jesus with this story.  And when 
Jesus puts a question to him, by his own mouth he defines neighbourliness not in terms of 
legal categories but in terms of showing mercy.  Jesus tells him to go and live out his faith 
instead of spiritualizing his disobedience.  Just as Jesus used the Good Samaritan to teach 
loveless Jews about love, so God uses the sailors to teach Jonah about loving your neighbor 
as well.  

Look at the reactions of Jonah versus the sailors.  Jonah was asleep.  Why was he sleeping?
Was this the sleep of grief and depression where on just turns their back on reality and 
hopes to while away the time of their disobedience, hoping to put all guilt and conscience 
away.  Was it the sleep of indifference where Jonah contenting himself with the thought of 
Nineveh’s certain demise falls into the contented sleep of happy thoughts.  Was it just the 
effects of seasickness driving him beneath decks, and since he had no right to pray for relief
from the storm and stubbornly refused to repent, sleep was the only other option.  We are 
not told.  However, what we do see from the sailors is a deep concern in contrast to Jonah’s
lack of concern.  We see them praying in contrast to his prayerlessness.  They care about 
their own lives and the lives of others on the boat and he does not. They seek the will of the
gods and actively seek to find out who is responsible for such a violent storm, Jonah 
remains silent until exposed by the casting of the lot v7.  They expressed horror at the 
thought of running from God, Jonah did not, v9.  When they asked what they should do to 
make the sea calm to save the lives on board, Jonah told them that they should throw him 
overboard.  They did everything in their power to save the life of this disobedient prophet 
who had brought this evil upon them, v13.   They only grudgingly threw him into the sea 
while asking God to forgive them, v15. 

Unbelievers can be more moral than believers.  Generally speaking we would hope that 
believers would make more progress towards true godliness, and because of the instruction 
of the word, and the inward help of the Spirit, their interior motivation and holiness should 
exceed the social goodness of the unbeliever.  But be that as it may, we have a clear case 
of the unbeliever teaching the believer how to care and be concerned about the life of 
another.  In particular the life of someone who is not of their race and religion.  Just as 
Jesus used a half-breed Samaritan to teach love to the people who knew better than any 
that true religion consisted in loving God and neighbor; so God uses these idolatrous sailors 
the concern one ought to have for someone of another religion and race, even when they 
bring calamity upon you.  

The words of v6 in the captains mouth are said to sound like words from the mouth of God 
to Jonah, ‘What do you mean, you sleeper?  Arise, call out to your god!  Perhaps the god 
will give a thought to us, that we may not perish.’  Just as with the parable of the Good 
Samaritan the religion of the self-righteous and racist Jew is not translating into good works,
and even the unbeliever can tell the difference.  Jesus calls us to be salt and light, so that 
our good deeds will be seen and unbelievers might glorify God, this is the opposite of what 
God intends. 

What are the lessons that we learn from the storm?  We learn that every sin has 
consequences, and that God in His love has ordered those consequences not for the 
purpose of restoring us to Himself.  Secondly, we learn that God can humble us through the 
common grace gifts and morality of unbelievers.  We are shamed to remember that we are 



salt and light and live before a watching world.  Jesus died to save us from the sort of 
religion that can be very dedicated to ceremonies and adiaphora but is absent of love.       

   


