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Has America passed the point of no return? Is our government so corrupt that we have now become like a South American banana 

republic which was made so obvious in our last national election? Has our society at large become so wicked that we have offended 

our Holy God to the point that there is no cure for our excessive iniquity? Has modern American Christianity become so perverted and 

diluted with humanism that it will never repent for its backsliding?

There are three national sins God charges a nation with that He will not forgive. Even though the righteous in that nation may be 

delivered from His judgment, the nation itself is destroyed.

ONE - God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah with fire and brimstone. The destruction of these cities was inevitable. The sin of sodomy 

became such a stench which God’s holiness would no longer tolerate. The only answer; total destruction, yet He saved righteous Lot. 

Genesis 18 &19

TWO - The sin for which there is no forgiveness is aborticide and infanticide. The sin of King Manasseh was he “shed innocent blood 

very much til he had filled Jerusalem from one end to the other.” II Kings 21:16. Even though there was a revival and a return to God’s 

Law under King Josiah, the nation of Judah still had to pay for legalizing this egregious iniquity. God said; “therefore my wrath shall be 

kindled against this place, and shall not be quenched.” II Kings 22:17

THREE - There is no forgiveness for the desecration of the land Sabbaths. Israel and Judah had disregarded God’s plan of agricultural 

land rest to the extent that the Lord said, “There was no remedy … to fulfill the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land 

had enjoyed her sabbaths.” II Chron. 36:16, 21

AMERICA IS GUILTY OF ALL THREE SINS AND MUCH MORE!! 
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THE KEY OF ‘F’
The Biblical admonition for every Christian is:

NEVER FEAR - Fear means to be frightened, alarmed and apprehensive. Fear is that human emotion characteristic of the last days 
due to political and social perplexities among nations. (Luke 21:25-26)

When these conditions exist, don’t look around and fear, but look up for your redemption (Luke 21:28)

The Solution For Fear Is Love –

“There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.” I 
John 4:18

Love is confidence, rest, assurance, peace and communion.

“Joseph, thou son of David, fear not. . .” Mtt. 1:20

“Fear not, Zacharias, for thy prayer is heard;” Luke 1:13

“Fear not, Mary:” Luke 1:30

“Fear not: For, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy” Luke 2:10

“Fear not: Believe only . . .” Luke 8:50

“Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” Luke 12:32

NEVER FRET – Fretting is the reaction to the deeds of evildoers.

“Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity.” Psa. 37:1

“Fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way,” Psa. 37:7

“Fret not thyself in any wise to do evil.” Psa. 37:8

“Fret not thyself because of evil men,” Prov. 24:19

NEVER FIGHT – Fighting is striving to overcome by blows with the use of weapons; combat, to wage war or contending.

“For the LORD your God he shall fight for you.” Deut. 3:22

“Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight.” John 18:36

“ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not;” James 4:2

NEVER FUME – Fume is to fuss; an emotional reaction that impairs one’s reasoning; a state of excited irritation producing a 
noxious exhaust.

“And the people murmured against Moses,” Ex. 15:24; 16:2; 17:3; Num. 14:2, 29; 16:41

"Be careful (anxious) for nothing;" Phil. 4:6

“Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer.”

I Cor. 10:10

NEVER FORGET – Forget means to lose the remembrance of, unable to recall, to disregard, overlook and neglect.

a) The Covenant
“Take heed unto yourselves, lest ye forget the covenant of the LORD your God,” Deut. 4:23
“Be ye mindful always of his covenant;” I Chron. 16:15

b) His Benefits
“Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.” Psa. 103:2

c) To Do Good
“But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.”
Heb. 13:16

d) Your First Love

“Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.” Rev. 2:4
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here is no way this subject can be 

adequately addressed in a small 

article. The assertions being pre-

sented can be further examined by 

viewing the author’s Truth In History YouTube 
presentation entitled: Ezekiel’s Temple -Parts 1 
& 2, by Robert Caringola.

Is the fulfillment of the visions of Ezekiel and 

John to be literal, or not to be literal? That is 

the Question!!! First a little humor. My only 

alternative is to present myself lamenting 

by a river over the destruction of consistent 

prophetic interpretation caused by the dispen-

sationalists. They, and their worshiped counter-

parts, the Jews, are panting in anticipation of 

a literal third temple! A building for restored 

ritual animal slaughter. Isaiah has already 

refuted this absurdity.

"The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and 

the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust 

shall be the serpent’s meat. They shall not hurt 

nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the 

Lord." Isaiah 65:25

How can animals be sacrificed if “nothing” is 

to be hurt there? Furthermore, a building to 

house the glory of God in? A building that 

would require an exterminator to keep the rats 

out; both animal and human! But I digress.

In spite of the following sample of witnesses 

as to what the third temple is and will be for-

ever, the false watchmen of dispensationalism’s 

“dumb dogs unable to bark,” to quote Isaiah, 

want a literal building. Is this the will of God? 

TEMPLE
AND JOHN’S HOLY CITY

By Robert Caringola

T

"Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith the prophet, Heaven is my throne, earth is my footstool: what 
house will ye build me? saith the Lord: or what is the place of my rest?" Acts 7:48-49

To this the dispensationalists reply that the version outlines in Clarence Larkin’s Dispensational Truth, ought to get the job done. Bear 

with me as I take the liberty to “speak in foolishness.” Now to a sample of scripture that bears true witness of the third temple’s exis-

tence. In the New Testament, the saints are described as “living stones” in a spiritual temple. THEY OFFER UP SPIRITUAL SACRIFICES!

"And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building 

fitly framed together groweth unto a holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for a habitation of God through the 
Spirit." Ephesians 2:20-22

How could anyone read the account of Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well and entertain the idea of a relative literal temple 

in Jerusalem? You that have ears to hear consider the following words of the One who was proclaimed by God to be His beloved Son.

"Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 

But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to 

worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth." John 4:21,23, 24

A DOUBLE WITNESS AND GLORIOUS REVEALING OF TRUE ISRAEL ON THIS EARTH.

ITS ULTIMATE PERFECTION PORTRAYED IN THE SYMBOLIC LANGUAGE OF THE PROPHETS.

EZEKIEL’S

Ezekiel’s Temple 
Set on a high mountain (40:1-2; cf., 8:3) 

One with a measuring rod (40:3) 

The temple is measured (40:5-42:20) 

The temple is square (48:30-35; cf., 41:4) 

There shall be sacrifices; worship is central 

(43:13-27 cf., 46: 1-21) 

No abomination in the temple (44:4-14) 

Priests will minister before the Lord 

(44:15-31)

Twelve gates for the sons of Israel 

(48:30-34)

Water flows from the temple (47:1-5) 

Trees bear fruit and provide healing

(47:6-12)

God will have a place for his people 

(47:13, 48:29)

The Lord will be there 

(48:35; cf., 43:1-12; 45:1-25) 

There is no city described 

John’s Holy City (Revelation)
Carried up to a high mountain (21:10) 

Angel with a measuring rod (21:15; cf., 11:1)

The city is measured (21:16-17)

The city is a cube (21:16)

The nations shall bring their glory and honor;

worship is central (22:26)

Nothing unclean in the city (21:27; cf., 21:8)

Priests unto God (21:18-20; cf., 20:6)

Twelve gates for the sons of Israel (21:12-13)

(48:30-34)

Water flows from the throne of God (22:1 ; 21:6)

Tree of life bears fruit and provides healing (21:2)

The people’s place is the Lord (22:5; cf., 21:3-4,7)

The Lord will illumine them (21:22-23; 22:3-5) and

dwell with them (21:3)

The city has no temple (21:22)

TRUE WORSHIP IS IN SPIRIT &TRUTH, NOT A MAN MADE TEMPLE IN THE JEWISH STATE!
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• Matt. 26:25  My blood of the New Testament for remission of sins

• Mark 14:24  My blood of the New Testament which is shed for many

• Luke 22:28  My blood of the New Testament which is shed for you

• Acts 20:29  Purchased the church with His own blood

• Rom. 3:25  Jesus; God set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood!

• Rom. 5:9   Being now justified by His blood, we are saved from wrath though Him

• I Cor. 11:25 This cup is the New Testament in my blood

• Eph. 1:7   We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins

• Eph. 2:13  We are made nigh to God, by the blood of Christ

• Col. 1:14   We have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins

• Col. 1:20   Having made peace through the blood of His cross

• Heb. 9:12  By His blood, we have eternal redemption

• Heb. 9:14  The blood of Christ purges as from dead works

• Heb. 9:22  Without shedding of blood, there is no remission

• Heb. 10:14  “For by one offering He hath perfected forever them that are sanctified.”

• Heb. 10:19  Having boldness to enter the holiest by His blood

• Heb. 10:29  The blood of the covenant wherewith we are sanctified

• Heb. 13:12  Sanctify the people with His own blood

• Heb. 13:20  Blood of the everlasting covenant

• I Peter 1:19  Redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus

• I John 1:7  The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin

• Rev. 1:5  He washed us from our sins in His own blood

• Rev. 5:9  Redeemed us to God by your (Jesus’) blood

• Rev. 7:14  Washed robes; made white in the blood of the Lamb

• Rev. 12:11 Overcame him by the blood of the Lamb

FAITH IN THE BLOODFAITH IN THE BLOOD    
OF JESUS CHRISTOF JESUS CHRIST

“WHEN JESUS THEREFORE HAD RECEIVED THE VINEGAR, HE SAID, 
 IT IS FINISHED: AND HE BOWED HIS HEAD, AND GAVE UP THE GHOST.”

                          — JOHN 19:30

Compiled by Jerry Lankford

JESUS – OUR ALL SUFFICIENT SACRIFICE

There is no need for any further blood sacrifice for sin or an earthly temple.

“So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salva-

tion.” Heb. 9:28

“But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; … For by one offering he hath perfected for 

ever them that are sanctified…. Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin.” Heb. 10:12, 14, 18

he sound of this new nation has gone into all the 

world. It has reached the toiling millions of Europe; 

and they are swarming to our shores to share its 

blessings. It has gone to the islands of the sea; and 

they have sent their living contributions to swell its busy popula-

tion. It has reached the Orient, and opened, as with a pass-word, 

the gates of nations long barred against intercourse with other 

powers; and China and Japan, turning from their beaten track of 

forty centuries are looking with wonder at the prodigy arising 

across the Pacific to the east of them, and catching some of the 

impulse which this growing power is imparting to the nations 

of the earth.

Occupying a position altogether unique, this government excites 

equally the astonishment and the admiration of all beholders. 

The main features of its history are such as have had no parallel 

since the distinction of nations existed among men.

No nation ever acquired so vast a territory in so quiet a manner.

No nation ever rose to such greatness by means so peaceable.

No nation ever advanced so rapidly in all that constitutes nation-

al strength and capital.

No nation ever rose to such a pinnacle of power by a space of 

time so incredibly short.

No nation in so limited a time has developed such unlimited 

resources.

No nation has ever existed, the foundations of whose govern-

ment were laid so broad and deep in the principles of justice, 

righteousness, and truth.

No nation has ever existed in which men have been left so free to 

worship God according to the dictates of their own consciences.

In no nation and in no age of the world have the arts and sci-

ences so flourished, so many improvements been made, and so 

great successes been achieved in the arts both of peace and war, 

as in our own country during the last fifty years.

In no nation and in no age has the gospel found such freedom, 

and the churches of Christ had such liberty to enlarge their bor-

ders and develop their strength.

No age of the world has seen such an immigration as that which 

is now pouring into our borders from all lands the millions who 

have long groaned under despotic governments, and who now 

turn to this broad territory of freedom as the avenue of hope, the 

Utopia of the nations.

Taken from:  

Our Country: Its Past, Present and Future  

Review and Herald, Pub. 1887

AMERICA
THE MARVEL OF NATIONS

The Lord said; “I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will 
make nations of thee”…“he also shall become a people, and he 
also shall be great” —Gen. 17:5;48:19

T

By Uriah Smith – 1887

“Yet I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed: how then art  
thou turned into the degenerate plant of a strange vine unto me?” —Jer. 2:21
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All the elders of Israel went to Samuel and desired him to give them 
a king to judge them like all the nations. This displeased Samuel and 
he prayed to the Almighty. God responded to Samuel saying, "Hearken 
unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they 
have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not 
reign over them."

This was not to be the only time that the Almighty would be rejected 
as king. In John 19 we read of Jesus before Pilate. After repeatedly 
seeking to release Jesus and declaring to the Jews, “Behold your king!” 
Pilate is still confronted with the cries of “Away with him, away with 
him, crucify him.” Pilate asks, “Shall I crucify you king?” The chief priests 

JESUS THE REJECTED KING

BY TAMAR

TEPHI MCKAY

ABERDEEN,

SCOTLAND

In I Samuel 8:1-7 we read 
of when Samuel was old 
and made his sons, Joel and 
Abiah judges over Israel, 
but they “walked not in 
his ways, but turned aside 
after lucre, and took bribes 
and perverted Judgment.” 

“Away with him, 
away with him, 
crucify him.”  
Pilate asks, “Shall I 
crucify your king?”

reply with a definite finality, “we 
have no king but Caesar.”

The words of a Spanish philoso-
pher comes to mind; “Those who 
cannot remember the past are con-
demned to repeat it.” Once again 
the Almighty was rejected by men, 
who would rather have a man (who 
has a sin nature) to reign over them, 
instead of the Righteous King of 
kings. Over 2,000 years later men 
still have the same approach and 

attitude. Carnal men would rather 
make their own laws and have 
their choice of leaders, being “lov-
ers of their own selves” (2 Tim. 3:2), 
than have the leadership and laws 
of the Almighty. Once again, the 
Almighty is being rejected as king 
by sinful men. However, there is 
a day coming when He, who has 
been continually rejected as King 
by men, shall “rule all nations with 
a rod of iron” and “He shall reign for 

ever and ever.” He will no longer be 
the rejected King because, He shall 
be “KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 
LORDS,” and at the name of Jesus 
every knee shall bow and every 
tongue confess that He is Lord, or 
might we paraphrase it, “That He is 
KING” Hallelujah!

(Scripture quotations are from 
Revelation chapters 11, 12, 19 and 
Philippians 2)
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THE PATHFINDER 

OF THE SEAS 
By Rev. Alister Anderson

hile in the U.S. Navy from 1825 through 1834 

Matthew Fontaine Maury served aboard several 

ships. He sailed to European waters three times. 

He sailed down the east coast of South America 

and rounded Cape Horn to the Pacific Ocean four times. He 

patrolled the west coast of South America for nearly two years. 

He sailed around the world westward from the coast of Peru, 

around the Cape of Good Hope and into the Atlantic Ocean to 

New York City. During all that time Maury was studying the only 

books available to him that had been published on navigation, 

astronomy, geometry, spherical geometry, trigonometry and 

algebra.

While at sea he took measurements of the prevailing winds 

and sea currents. He also took soundings of the ocean depths. 

At sea Maury wrote a treatise about the Gulf Stream that had 

never been studied before. The Secretary of the U.S. Navy 

recognized Maury's great contributions and ordered him to be 

Superintendent of the Navy's Depot of Charts and Instruments 

in Washington City. Under Maury's leadership the U.S. Navy 

Depot of Charts and Instruments became the United States 

Naval Observatory. Maury can be rightly called the first super-

intendent of this famous institution.

HIS NAVIGATIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS

There is another event among many others which illustrates 

Maury's international contribution to navigation. His scientific 

observation of winds, sea currents and ocean depth soundings 

are recorded in his own great and original publication enti-

tled The Physical Geography of the Sea and its Meteorology. 

These observations profoundly influenced this particular 

event in the winter of 1853-54 and proved him to be not only 

the "Pathfinder of the Seas" but also "a ship-finder of the 

seas." The Secretary of the U.S. Navy asked Maury to help find 

the USS San Francisco that had been completely disabled by 

a vicious hurricane off the Atlantic coast and was drifting as 

a helpless wreck with many soldiers onboard. Maury studied 

the Secretary of the Navy's charts and applied his own wind 

and current tables that were driving the disabled ship. He 

then took a pencil and marked the location of the ship and 

said, "Just here she will likely be found." The relief ships sent 

out to reach the USS San Francisco found her to be at the 

exact longitude and latitude marked by Maury.

In 1855 Maury made another great scientific contribution 

that affected the world. There had been many collisions of 

ships at sea in the North Atlantic over the years. The Board 

of Mercantile Insurance Underwriters in New York City turned 

to Maury for a plan as to how to reduce the number of col-

lisions. Maury believed that some form of ocean sea lanes 

should be charted for ships. He set about studying the ships 

logs of hundreds of ships which gave him up to 46,000 days 

of observations of the wind, currents and weather in that part 

of the North Atlantic. He plotted two ship courses or lanes 

twenty nautical miles wide and published a chart illustrating 

what he called "Ocean Lanes." Ships moving westward toward 

North America from Europe were given one set of courses. 

Ships moving eastward toward Europe from North America 

were given another set of courses ten degrees of latitude fur-

ther south. The plan was a success! The number of collisions 

was greatly reduced.

A few years before the war began; Maury's great scientific 

work placed him in contact with Cyrus W. Field, a prominent 

American businessman who had dreamed about a trans-

Atlantic cable. He constantly consulted Maury. Maury's scien-

tific knowledge was recognized also by Samuel F. B. Morse, 

the American inventor of Morse Code fame, who called upon 

Maury for his nautical scientific findings. Furthermore, Joseph 

Henry, an American physicist, inventor of the electromag-

netic telegraph sought scientific data from Maury. All three 

of these men along with government officials and scientists 

in England and France knew that Maury's publication of his 

ocean soundings were crucial to the successful laying of the 

trans-Atlantic cable. Maury had discovered and charted the 

ocean floor known as the "Atlantic Plateau", a level section of 

the ocean floor suitable for laying the cable.

"THE FATHER OF OCEANOGRAPHY"

They call him "The Father of Oceanography" and the 

"Quintessential Marine Analyst." One of his most famous books 

entitled, The Physical Geography of the Sea, so impressed 

the Czar of Russia and the Emperor of France and the First 

Lord of the Admiralty in Britain that each one of them 

invited him to do scientific work in their country. They 

wanted him to work there as a high level government offi-

cial with a much higher salary than that of a Lieutenant in 

the U.S. Navy. But about that time, Abraham Lincoln, a war-

mongering president, called for the invasion of the South. 

Thus Maury resigned his commission in the U.S. Navy and 

served the Navy of the Confederate States of America.

Maury, who was internationally recognized as a promi-

nent American scientist was asked by many people why 

he decided to serve the Confederacy. Secretary of the U.S. 

Navy, Gideon Wells, requested an answer. Maury replied, 

‘Our glorious Union is gone. The State through which and for 
which I confessed allegiance to the Federal Government has 
no longer any lot or part of it. Neither have I. I desire to go 
with my own people and with them to share the fortunes of 
our State together.’

Maury wrote to the Grand Duke of Russia who urged him 

when the war began to come to Russia as a scientist: ‘My 

sword has been tendered to her (The South's) Cause. Her soil 

is invaded…and here I am contending, as the fathers of the 

Republic did, for the right of self-government, and for those 

very principles for the maintenance of which Washington 

fought when his native state was a colony of Great Britain. 

The path of duty and of honor is plain…The State of Virginia 

gave me birth. In her green bosom lie all the graves of my 

fathers; the political whirlpool from which you sought to res-

cue me has already plunged her into a fierce and bloody war.’

HIS MANY HONORS

The King of Prussia, in 1855 struck a medal in honor of 

Maury as a reward for distinguished contribution to sci-

ence. A testimonial stated that his: "immense labors on 

currents and soundings, and the direction of winds at differ-

ent seasons and latitudes have exercised the most beneficial 

influence on the commerce of nations…and augmenting the 

security of navigation in all seas."

Also in 1855 the Republic of Bremen struck a gold medal 

in honor of Maury with this inscription: “To the Promoter of 

Science; to the Guide of Navigators, Lieutenant M. F. Maury is 

honored by the Senate of the Republic of Bremen. Your name, 

which has so long been an ornament of the U.S. Navy, is, and 

will ever be gratefully remembered in Bremen.”

In 1856, the King of Denmark conferred on Maury the Cross 

of a Knight of the Dannenbrog as a testament to his "impor-

tant and comprehensive researches with reference to the physi-

cal geography of the sea and its winds and currents." In 1860, 

the Emperor of France, Napoleon III, conferred on Maury a 

Commander of the Legion of Honor with a great gold medal 

"as a mark of esteem for the eminent services you have rendered 

to navigation." Gold medals were also struck by the govern-

ments of Austria, Holland, Norway, Sweden and Sardinia in 

honor of Maury for his scientific work rendered to commerce 

and navigation through his Wind and Current Charts. Pope 

Pius IX in 1861 presented Maury with a complete set of 

all medals which had been struck during his pontificate in 

appreciation of Maury's services in the field of Science.

In addition to the above honors, more than twenty scientific 

societies in the world presented testimonials of recognition 

and honor to Maury. The Czar of Russia made Maury a Knight 

of the Order of St. Ann; the King of Portugal conferred knight-

hood upon him in the Order of the Tower and Sword; the King 

of Belgium made him a Knight of the Order of St.  Leopold; 

and some years later the Emperor of Mexico, Ferdinand 

Maximillian, forwarded to Maury the decoration of Our Lady 

of Guadeloupe. No American citizen has been more widely 

honored throughout Europe and other parts of the world 

than Maury for his scientific achievements. That is why he 

has been honored by the entire world as the "Pathfinder of 
the Seas." He is America's greatest comprehensive scientist. 

Maury is a comprehensive scientist because he worked and 

researched in many different fields of science. And the most 

amazing fact about Maury is that he never went to college. 

He was a self-taught man.

Military and government officials from Norway, Sweden, 

Holland, Württemberg and France studied under Maury. Once 

again Maury demonstrated his technological expertise in 

the theory and development of the electric mine. Maury in 

all his accomplishments through the years never became 

egotistical. He was a humble man. He even had a U.S. Navy 

destroyer named after him, the “USS Matthew Fontaine 

Maury - Number 100.”

“… and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas” 

—Psalm 8:8

W
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n finding inspiration from Scripture, it was one of 

the sons of Israel that made great oceanic discover-

ies that transformed sea travel and communication 

between continents. “Matthew Fontaine Maury was 

born in Spotsylvania County, Virginia on his father's farm only 

a few miles west of Fredericksburg on the 14th of January 

1806. He was the fourth son in a large family of five sons 

and four daughters. Through his father Richard Maury, he was 

descended from a distinguished Huguenot family which came 

to Virginia in 1718. His mother Diana Minor was descended 

from Dutch ancestry which came to Virginia in 1665 by way 

of a Land Grant in Virginia from King Charles II of England. In 

1810 the Maury family moved to Franklin, Tennessee because 

of economic problems in farming. As a young boy he was 

injured by a fall from a tree on his father's farm. His father 

realized that his son could never be of great help to him on 

the farm, so he sent Matthew to a good school where his gift-

ed intellect was nurtured. His older brother, John, had joined 

the navy as a midshipman and Matthew, who greatly admired 

him, wanted to do the same. Through family connections, Sam 

Houston, of later Texas independence fame and who then was 

a U.S. Representative from Tennessee, appointed Matthew as 

a midshipman.”

Taken from Pathfinder of the Seas by Rev. Alister C. Anderson

As a midshipman, he made three extended voyages to Europe, 

South America and around the world between 1825 and 1834. 

After returning home to Virginia he married Ann Herndon. 

Their marital union lasted over 39 years having four sons and 

three daughters. In personal appearance, Maury was stout, 5’6" 

I

MATTHEW
FONTAINE
MAURY

”They that go down to the sea in 
ships, that do business in great 
waters; These see the works of the 
LORD, and his wonders in the deep.”

—Psalm 107:23-24

BY CHARLES JENNINGS

in height, of a ruddy complexion, brown hair and blue eyes. 

He produced published works on sea navigation and was 

appointed superintendent of the U. S. Navy’s Depot of Charts 

and Instruments in 1842. After extensive research on ocean-

ography, meteorology and naval vessels, he published The 

Physical Geography of the Sea in 1855, which is now considered 

as ‘the first textbook of modern oceanography.’ While serving 

the Confederate cause during the War of Northern Aggression, 

Maury invented the underwater mine during his time of duty 

in England. His extensive knowledge, research and experience 

earned him the honor of being the leader in the science of 

modern oceanography and meteorology.

A CHRISTIAN AND A SCIENTIST

As a Christian, Maury was a man of committed religious faith. 

Being raised in the Protestant Episcopal Church, he continued 

throughout his life to regularly attend church services. As a 

scientist and a believer that Scripture reveals the secrets of 

nature, he received inspiration from Psalm 8:8 in reference 

to the currents of the ocean. He felt that through the words 

of King David, “and whatsoever passeth through the paths of 
the seas” was a divine revelation to him that was the key to 

understanding the Gulf Stream and other oceanic currents. 

With this knowledge, the travel time for ocean-going ves-

sels was greatly reduced between America and Europe. He, 

along with other engineers is credited with discovering an 

almost level ocean floor shelf composed of soft mud between 

Newfoundland and Ireland. This discovery made it possible 

for the transatlantic cable to successfully be laid in 1866 after 

several previous failed attempts.

Cyrus W. Field said, “Maury furnished the brains, England gave 
the money and I did the work.”

On November 30, 1860, Maury laid the cornerstone of the 

University of Tennessee and spoke concerning both his profes-

sional life in science and his strong belief in the Bible.

"I have been blamed by men of science, both in this country 

and in England, for quoting the Bible in confirmation of 

the doctrines of physical geography. The Bible, they say, 

was not written for scientific purposes, and is therefore 

of no authority in matters of science. I beg pardon! The 

Bible is authority for everything it touches. What would 

you think of the historian who should refuse to consult 

the historical records of the Bible, because the Bible was 

not written for the purposes of history? The Bible is true 

and science is true, and therefore each, if truly read, but 

proves the truth of the other. The agents in the physical 

economy of our planet are ministers of Him who made 

both it and the Bible. The records which He has chosen to 

make through the agency of these ministers of His upon 

the crust of the earth are as true as the records which 

by the hands of His prophets and servants, He has been 

pleased to make in the Book of Life.

“They are both true; and when your men of science, with 

vain and hasty conceit, announce the discovery of dis-

agreement between them, rely upon it, the fault is not with 

the witness of His records, but with the worm who essays 

to interpret evidence which he does not understand.”

"Maury was a staunch believer in the Bible. In an address he 

gave to the students at the University of the South he said: 

The Bible is authority for everything it touches…The Bible 

is true; and science is true…But when your man of science 

with vain and hasty conceit announces the discovery of sup-

posed disagreement between them…the fault is not with 

the Witness or His Records (meaning God and the Bible) but 

with the "Worm" (meaning unredeemed man) whose "essays" 

(meaning attempts) to interpret evidence which he does not 

understand.

"Maury was also a man of prayer. He carried in his pocket a 

prayer which he had written earlier in his life when he was 

recovering from a very serious accident. He said this prayer 

nearly every day and it was one of the last words he spoke 

before he died.

Lord Jesus, thou Son of God and Redeemer of the world, have 

mercy upon me!

Pardon my offences, and teach me the error of my ways; give 

me a new heart and a right mind.

Teach me and all mine to do thy will, and in all things to 

keep thy law.

Teach me also to ask those things necessary for eternal life.

Lord, pardon me for all my sins, for Thine is The kingdom and 

the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen." 

Taken from Pathfinder of the Seas by Rev. Alister C. Anderson

While as a professor at the Virginia Military Institute in 

Lexington, Virginia, Maury died on February 1, 1873 and was 

buried in Richmond, VA. Through the efforts of the M.F. Maury 

Association of which President Woodrow Wilson was a mem-

ber, and the United Daughters of the Confederacy, a monu-

ment in Maury’s honor was installed on Monument Avenue in 

Richmond, VA and unveiled on November 11, 1929.

Due to the unrelenting protests of the Black Lives Matter 

movement and other anti-American Marxists, the Maury 

Monument was dismantled and removed in July 2020.



14 Truth in History Magazine   15 www.TruthinHistory.org

MAN OF DESTINY
JOHNATHAN 
EDWARDS

o name is more worthy of a place in the evangelical 

succession than that of Jonathan Edwards. No one 

was more thoroughly imbued with the evangelical 

spirit and convinced that his view of doctrine was 

true. By every test he stands out as one of the most mysterious 

yet most vital figures in the life and work of the Christian church. 

Edwards brought honor and glory to the Puritan mind by a rich 

and fruitful heritage.

HIS ANCESTORS

His father, Rev. Timothy Edwards, was minister of the church at 

Windsor on the banks of the Connecticut. His mother was the 

daughter of a minister, Rev.  Solomon Stoddard, under whom 

Edwards was destined to serve for a while. Their family line has 

been traced back to England where they were connected with 

ancestors of culture, diligence and Puritan sobriety.

The godly line was blessed from one generation to another, 

and not more so than in the birth at East Windsor on October 

5, 1703, of their only son, the fifth child among ten daughters. 

With parents of exceptional intellect and motivated by decisive 

religious convictions he was early led to understand the dictates 

and implications of evangelical piety. He himself said: “When I 

was yet a child, no children’s play to me was pleasing; all my 

mind was set serious to learn and know. . .” (Works, I, Page 14 – 

Worcester Edition).

We are not surprised to find that early in youth Edwards felt 

the first conscious stirrings of those divine impulses of the Holy 

Spirit which led him to the supreme concern of his life. God pre-

pared him in that godly home, and later through the church, to 

find spiritual discipline to balance his mental growth in college. 

His was an alert mind, filled with the wonders of nature around 

him and finding absorbing interest in the life of God in the soul. 

How early can God’s secrets be whispered to and be shared by 

youth? Was Edwards a child of destiny?

He testified later: “I had a variety of concerns and exercises about 

N
my soul from my childhood.” His evangelical conversion was 

definite and colored all his thought and ministry in later years.

Revival in the church and a providential illness were God’s ways 

to lead Edwards into fullness of blessing. The changed attitude 

brought him to say: “A delightful conviction, and exceeding pleas-

ant, bright, and sweet doctrine.” He ascribed absolute sovereignty 

to God: “The first that I remember ever I found anything of that 

sort of inward, sweet delight in God and divine things, that I have 

lived much in since, was on reading those words of First Timothy 

1:17, ‘Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only 

JOHNATHAN

EDWARDS

wise God, be honour and glory for ever. 

Amen’” (Works, I, page 16).

HIS EDUCATION AND EARLY MINISTRY

In 1720 he graduated at seventeen years of 

age from Yale College with the B.S. degree. 

In 1723 he was given the M.A.  degree 

from Yale and in 1724 he became tutor for 

two years. His major pastorate followed 

at Northampton, Massachusetts, where 

he became the colleague and successor 

to his grandfather, Solomon Stoddard. He 

was ordained on February 15, 1727, in 

the Congregational Church at the age 

of twenty-four years. He married Sarah 

Pierrepont, a young woman of piety and 

grace. In the pastorate he spent thirteen 

hours a day in study and lived a temper-

ate life, husbanding his limited strength of 

body. Although not a visiting pastor to the 

home, he always was ready to interview 

and counsel his people.

For twenty-four years Edwards was at 

Northampton and during that time he 

experienced seasons of revival. In his own 

congregation and in the country around 

he engaged in the ministry of what was 

later known as “The Great Awakening.” 

When Edwards settled at Northampton he 

found social conditions which accepted 

low standards of morals, corruption in 

business and politics, and generally reli-

gious profession which was barren and 

dead. He came to a “valley which was 

full of bones,” and he was destined to see 

“multitudes in the valley of decision.”

HIS REJECTION

Religion or Christian profession then had 

lost its vitality and reality. The second gen-

eration of Puritans had become conven-

tional, and their children no longer were 

seen as those needing an experience of 

conversion. A “halfway covenant” relation-

ship and attendance at the communion of 

the Lord’s Supper were deemed sufficient 

for the best families. Such was the low 

ebb of religious life when Edwards arrived 

to begin preaching a vital, glowing mes-

sage of the Holy Spirit.

There were the seasons of spiritual bless-

ing and the time of acute distress, when 

he was finally ejected from his pulpit. 

Because he dared to object to the “half-

way covenant” his enemies in the church 

worked for his dismissal and were suc-

cessful.

There from 1751 to the time when he 

went to Princeton to become the presi-

dent of the college in 1758, and where 

he died six months later, he served God in 

the obscurity of the dark and cloudy day 

of his life. The influence of Edwards as a 

preacher was far-reaching. In Scotland his 

friends esteemed him one of the greatest 

minds ever. His life and work stimulated 

the Wesleys and moved Whitefield pro-

foundly.

Of the many results of this amazing min-

istry must be mentioned that hundreds 

were converted to Christ; many were the 

additions to the churches, and congre-

gations were revived. Missionary vision 

returned to the church at large; tract soci-

eties were founded (such as the American 

Tract Society and the Willard Tract Society 

in America, and in England the Religious 

Tract Society and the British and Foreign 

Bible Society). Social efforts to relieve dis-

tress and lift up the fallen were begun and 

“religion became the chief subject and the 

things of God’s Word.”

Many estimates have been made of that 

period and from 25,000 to 50,000 conver-

sions are mentioned, although we have no 

reliable statistics. Between 1740 and 1760 

about 150 new churches were founded in 

New England, according to Rev. Ezra StiIes, 

a president of Yale College.

Most of all, the ministry of Edwards stands 

out as a monumental contribution under 

God. The results were seen in conviction 

of sin, sinners repenting, and genuine 

revival of true piety. It was in that most 

personal of all relations—the dealing of 

God with the soul—that Edwards’ ministry 

showed lasting fruit.

From: The Alliance Witness, Feb. 12, 1958

EDITOR: Jonathan Edwards’ most well-

known sermon is “Sinners In The Hands Of 

An Angry God.”

By Rev. Ralph G. Turnbull, D.D.

“The first that I remember ever I found anything of that 
sort of inward, sweet delight in God and divine things, 
that I have lived much in since, was on reading those 
words of First Timothy 1:17.”
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

THE DESCENDANTS OF AN ATHEIST AND A CHRISTIAN

From: America is Too Young to Die by Leonard Ravenhill 

“Children are the living messages we send to a time we will not see.”

Max Jukes
Max Jukes – born 1720, lived a godless life. He married an 
ungodly woman, and did not believe in Christian training of his 
children. From this union there were 310 who died as paupers, 
150 were criminals, 7 were murderers, 100 were drunkards, and 
more than half of the women were prostitutes. His 540 descen-
dants cost the State one and a quarter million dollars and made 

no positive contribution to society.

Jonathan Edwards 
Then there is a record of a great man of God, Jonathan Edwards, 
1703-1758. He lived at the same time as Max Jukes, but he mar-
ried a godly woman.  An investigation was made of 1,394 known 
descendants of Jonathan Edwards, of which 13 became college 
presidents, 65 college professors, 3 United States Senators, 30 
judges, 100 lawyers, 60 physicians, 75 army and navy officers, 
100 preachers and missionaries, 60 authors of prominence, 
one Vice-President of the United States, 80 public officials in 
other capacities, 295 college graduates, among whom were 
governors of states and ministers to foreign countries. Jonathan 
Edwards’ descendants did not cost the state a penny.


