
This simulation guides students through the 1920s in New York City. Students play a character who has 
traveled back in time to the 1920s, and they “witness” many of the major cultural events that occured 
during that time. Students will “ride” a trolley through the city, dance the Charleston, spend some money on 
new inventions, and much more! 

Before Class...
❏ READ THROUGH the full simulation yourself to make sure that you understand what happens in 

each section.  Make sure to do this by PRESENTING the slide show. Otherwise, you will miss half of 
it! You will also need to add the videos to your presentation. (The links are provided, you just need to 
add the videos).

❏ TO ADD VIDEOS - When you see a slide with a link, just do the following. Copy the link, click add 
video, and then insert the link into the youtube search bar. The video will come up, and just click 
select. Now the video is part of your presentation! (I don’t own these videos, and sometimes they will 
disappear from youtube. If you find a broken link, just let me know and I’ll try my best to find a 
replacement. Videos are included on slides 10, 24, and 36.)

❏ There are two ways to conduct this simulation with students.

Lesson Plan 

➢ Go through the full simulation over the course of a 
couple of classes.  The full simulation should take at least 
three class periods, although it really depends on how much 
explanation you provide with each slide.   

➢ Divide up the simulation over the course of the whole 
unit.  This is the way that I conduct the simulation.  I like to 
use a few slides as an introduction to class, I might introduce a 
topic (like the the Harlem Renaissance) through the 
simulation, and then go into more depth with students in class.  
I see this simulation as a framework for my 1920s Unit which I 
can jump in and out of as needed.  

I’ve embedded movie 
clip links in the 
simulation which you 
should preview before 
showing to students. I’ve 
kept this file as a 
Google Slides document 
so I can change the links 
if needed. The movie 
clips are PG or less.  

❏ COPY the simulation worksheet (1 copy per. student)

❏ DISTRIBUTE the simulation worksheet and introduce the 
simulation to students.  You need to make sure they understand 
what is required when it says that they should provide their 
REACTION.  

Procedure for Class...
REACTION - feeling or 
emotions experienced in 
response to an event (make 
sure students describe the 
event).  

❏ DURING THE SIMULATION Every time it prompts students to respond to an event in the 
simulation, go around and make sure that students are responding with details, and really thinking 
about each event. This part is really fun! My students love writing little stories and sharing them 
with the class. I find that most all students are willing to share.  

Great for grades 7-9!



Supporting 
Question

● What major cultural changes occurred during the 1920s? 

Formative 
Performance Task

Students will participate in a simulation where they journey through the 1920s as a 
time traveler who has landed mysteriously in 1920s NYC. 

Conceptual 
Understanding 
(NY State)

8.4e After World War I, the United States entered a period of economic prosperity 
and cultural change. This period is known as the Roaring Twenties. During this 
time, new opportunities for women were gained, and African Americans engaged 
in various efforts to distinguish themselves and celebrate their culture.  

Content 
Specifications (NY 
State)

8.4e.1 - Students will investigate the efforts of women suffragists and explain the 
historical significance of the 19th amendment.  
8.4e.2 - Students will examine the reasons for and effects of prohibition on 
American society.  
8.4e.4 - Students will explore the changes in American culture after World War I, 
including an examination of the Harlem Renaissance and other changes in New 
York City.
8.5a.1 - Students will examine how the economic practices of the 1920s contributed 
to the coming of the Great Depression.

Sources: Student Resources:
● Students will each need a copy of the time traveler’s simulation worksheet. 

I include the paper doll cutouts on the last page, however, one could save 
paper by making less copies.

● Make a classroom set of the 1920s slang dictionary (I edited this dictionary 
so that the terms are appropriate for middle schoolers. However, you may 
feel the need to edit further.)

Teacher Resources:

Google Slides Presentation 
Simulation Worksheet
1920s Slang Dictionary

I also utilized many scholarly works and primary sources to create this product. 

These are the standards for NYS, however, this 
lesson should fit with many state standards.NYS Social Studies Standards:

Lesson Plan Great for grades 7-9!

To End Simulation...
❏ DISCUSS the experience with students.  Possible questions:

● What did they feel was the most difficult part of the 1920s? What was the most fun?   
● What was the best part?
● What was new to their understanding, what surprised them? 



This simulation mainly focuses on the cultural events of the 1920s - for clarity, 
these are the topics discussed:

The Women’s Suffrage Movement | The Election of 1920 (other elections in the 1920s are 
mentioned briefly) | Coney Island | The Harlem Renaissance | The Stock Market Crash of 1929 

| flappers | The Ford Model-T | Prohibition | Consumer Spending

This simulation provides an overview of those topics. As noted previously, one will probably 
want to utilize further lessons to go more in depth. However, I like to use this simulation to 
provide a framework for the Unit. 

Obviously, this simulation should not be considered completely realistic. I want students to see 
what the 1920s were like from an individual’s perspective. 

Lesson Plan Great for grades 7-9!



Name _________________________________

Directions: Every time it says WRITE 
DOWN YOUR REACTION, do so as your 
character. Each question should be 
answered with a full sentence.

Add in your “look’ here. A. Pick out your own clothing from the paper. Paste 
your chosen outfit onto the simulation worksheet, and 
draw in your face and limbs. 

B. Write a short description of yourself using the 1920s slang 
dictionary.

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_______________________

The most famous fashion statement of 
the 1920s was the flapper.  Flappers 
were women who liberated themselves 
from ankle length skirts and long hair. 
They wore makeup, cut their hair in 
bobs, raised their skirts to the knee, 
and often smoked cigarettes. They 
became the female symbol of the 
1920s, and their style was imitated by 
women across the country.
 

Middle class men were most often 
seen in suits with their hair slicked 
back with some pomade. They almost 
always wore hats when out in public. 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

1. What do you notice as you travel down the road? What stands out?


