
came here to plant roots in the settlements 
of Mandai, Aukang and elsewhere? Join 
us for  a thrilling journey with CYPRIAN 
LIM as he unravels his ancestral roots 
where ordinary heroes fight for their 
faith and home is no less than the 
TEOCHEW CATHOLIC VILLAGE 
OF BETHLEHEM at 618 Upper Bukit 
Timah Road on 26 Oct ‘19 at 10.00am. 
Registration canaevents2019@gmail.com 
or call 91768909 or https://tinyurl.com/
y3ehuukj

APPEAL FOR THE HUMANITARIAN 
AID FUND  We live in a region which is 
afflicted with typhoons, earthquakes and 
floods, and where human development 
needs such as education and healthcare, 

shelter, water and sanitation are often 
under-provided. CHARIS and its 21 
affiliates respond to the humanitarian needs 
of our brothers and sisters in these affected 
countries. Details of their work can be 
found in CHARIS Connect and at www.
charis-singapore.org.  CHARIS is making 
its annual appeal for its Humanitarian Aid 
Fund to support overseas humanitarian 
work. Appeal flyers and envelopes are 
available from the parish.  Alternatively, 
you can send a crossed cheque payable 
to “CHARIS HAF” with your name and 
contact information to: CHARIS, #07-
02, Catholic Centre, 55 Waterloo Street, 
Singapore 187954.  Please contact Irene 
/ Michelle at 6337 4119 or info@charis-
singapore.org for further information.

Introduction to the Prophets
(Part 7 of 15)
Jeremiah
In about 646 B.C., just over a century after 
Isaiah, Jeremiah was born of a priestly family 
living in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem. 
His life and character are better known to 
us than those of any other prophets, thanks 
to the biographical narratives in the third 
person scattered throughout his book, the 
chronological sequence of which is as follows: 
19:2-30:6; 26; 36; 45; 28-29; 51:59-64; 34:8-
22; 37-44; and the autobiographical passages, 
prose or verse, known as the ‘Confessions 
of Jeremiah’: 11:18-12:6; 15:10-21; 17:14-
18; 18:18-23; 20:7-18. Called by God as a 
young man in 626 B.C., the thirteenth year 
of Josiah, 1:2, he lived through the tragic 
years preceding and succeeding the ruin of 
the kingdom of Judah. Hopes had been raised 
by Josiah’s religious reforms and his rallying 
of the nation, but these were destroyed by 
the death of the king at Megiddo in 609 and 
the disruption of the balance of power in that 
ancient world by the fall of Nineveh in 612 and 
the expansion of the Chaldaean empire. From 
605 onwards Nebuchadnezzar imposed his 
will on Palestine; Judah rebelled, encouraged 
by the persistent intrigues of Egypt, and in 
598 Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem 
and deported a number of its population. A 
second revolt recalled the Chaldaean armies 
and in 587 Jerusalem was captured, its Temple 

burnt and more of its inhabitants deported. 
Jeremiah lived throughout these catastrophic 
events, preaching, threatening, prophesying 
disaster, vainly admonishing the worthless 
Davidic kings one after the other; by the war 
party he was subbed a defeatist, persecuted 
and imprisoned. When Jerusalem fell, 
Jeremiah remained in Palestine with his friend 
Gedaliah whom the Chaldaeans had appointed 
governor; the prophet could see, however, that 
all hopes for the future lay in those who had 
been exiled. When Gedaliah was assassinated, 
a part of Jews, fearing reprisals, fled to Egypt, 
taking Jeremiah with them. It is probable that 
he died there.

The prophet’s own inner conflicts were as 
dramatic as the events in which he played a 
part. Of an affectionate and gentle disposition, 
he was nevertheless called ‘to tear up and to 
knock down, to destroy and to overthrow’, 
1:10, and disaster was the keynote of his 
message, 20:8. This man of peace was for ever 
at war, with his own people, with kings, priests, 
false prophets, the nation itself, ‘a man of strife 
and of dissension for all the land’, 15:10. He 
was tortured by a duty he could not refuse, 
20:9. In prayer he referred to his anguish 
repeatedly: ‘Why is my suffering continual?’, 
15:18; and cf. the passage that anticipates Job’s 
‘cursed be the day when I was born’, 20:14f.

All this suffering purified his soul of 
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READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year C) Pg 998
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SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building is 
closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. For the safety 
of the public, the columbarium will be closed, the next  period when it will be accessible for visits is on 
All Souls’ Day period: 27 Oct - 10 Nov ‘19. Visiting Hours: 9.00am to 5.00pm. Subsequent niche 
blessings and internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche blessing and 
internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put on personal protection 
gears when they enter the columbarium. 



make up a third section; this is a collection, 
out of order, of rather more cheerful 
passages. Nearly all of these are in prose 
and are mostly drawn from a biography of 
Jeremiah for which, it is supposed, Baruch 
was responsible. Exception must be made 
of ch. 30-31, a small book of consolation, 

written in verse form. The fourth section, 
ch. 36-44, is in prose; it continues the 
biography of Jeremiah and describes his 
sufferings during and after the siege of 
Jerusalem. It ends with 45:1-5 which may 
be considered as the signature of Baruch.
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966

PARISH NEWS 

SPP150 MASS - CHOIR 
REGISTRATION The Parish Liturgical 
Committee is glad to announce that we are 
opening up registration for participation 
in the Choir for the #SPP150 Mass on 28 
June 2020. Interested participants may 
register through this link: https://forms.
gle/r9sYcZV6fZdAkKDW9. More details 
available in the form itself. Let us come 
together as a Parish Community for this 
once-in-a-generation event to give Praise 
and Thanks to God!

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

CPS 2019 Lunchtime Talk - DIVORCE & 
REMARRIAGE Speaker - Rev. Fr Terence 
Pereira. Dates - Mondays 14 October, 21 
October, 4 November and 11 November 2019 
(12.30pm - 1.15pm) Venue - TPI Building 62 
Cecil Street 6th Floor. Register at: https://
tinyurl.com/CPS-Divorce-Marriage

WALKING TOGETHER 2019 This is 
our inaugural walk for charity! Through 
this walk with you, we aim to raise funds to 
support the work of the Caritas Singapore 
Family comprising 27 charities and social 
mission organisations. Your donation will 
go a long way to support our work in our 
community. This covers a wide array of 
causes such as journeying with the poor, 
families and children, youth, the elderly, 

persons with mental issues, disabilities or 
special needs, persons will illnesses, the 
incarcerated and migrants. Register now, 
and walk with us for a good cause! http://
bit.ly/WalkingTogether2019

ACCIRD Interreligious Panel on Serving 
the Poor and Needy. 21 Oct (Mon), 7.30pm 
to 9.30pm at Cathedral of the Good 
Shepherd, Annex Building, Level 3 Hall. 
Speakers: Ustaz Dr Leyaket Ali, Founder/
MD, Human Connection.sg, Mr Gurdip 
Singh Usma, Chairman, Sikh Welfare 
Council and Msgr Philip Heng, SJ, VG 
(Interreligious Relations) Register by 20 
Oct (Sun) at: https://tinyurl.com/21Oct-
ACCIRD-Panel .

MISSION IS COMMUNITY IN 
ACTION - The Church celebrates World 
Mission Sunday on 20 Oct 2019. The 
Office for the New Evangelisation has 
publish weekly reflections leading up 
to the celebration. The e-booklet, Mission 
is Community in Action is available 
for download at one.org.sg/resources. 
Use this booklet with your communities 
and families to deepen our understanding 
on Mission.

THE CHANCERY ARCHIVES + 
CANA invite you to - OF MARTYRS, 
MIGRANTS & MYSTERIES - have you 
ever been curious about your Catholic 
ancestors who left their homeland and 

everything unworthy and made it open to God. 
Before expressing it in his prophecy of the 
new covenant, 31:31-34, Jeremiah practised 
a really inward and heartfelt religion; this is 
what makes him near and dear to Christians. 
This personal religion led him to rethink 
traditional teaching: God examines the heart, 
11:20, and rewards each according to his 
works, 31:29-30; friendship with God, 2:2, 
is broken by sin which is the consequence of 
a perverted will, 4:4; 17:9; 18:12. His warm 
religion makes Jeremiah not unlike Hosea, 
who influenced him; his conception of the 
Law as an ‘inward’ force, his respect for the 
function of love in true religion, his concern 
of a the person as an individual, all make the 
Book of Jeremiah rather like Deuteronomy. 
They have some phrases in common because 
of a mutual influence at the time when the 
two books were edited; this borrowing is 
justified, since the spirit and doctrine of the 
books is the same; Jeremiah was familiar 
with the first edition of Deuteronomy and 
supported the religious reform inspired by 
deuteronomic principles.

During his lifetime Jeremiah was a failure; 
after his death he grew steadily in stature. 
His doctrine of a new covenant written in 
the heart made him the father of all that was 
best in Judaism. His influence may be seen 
in Ezekiel, in the second part of Isaiah and 
in several of the Psalms. In the Maccabaean 
period he was considered a protector of the 
nation, 2 M 2:1-8; 15:12-16. By maintaining 
the primacy of the things of the spirit and by 
showing how intimate man’s contact with 
God must be, Jeremiah paved the way for the 
new covenant of Christian times; his life of 
renunciation and of suffering in the service of 
God, which may well have contributed to the 
portrait of the servant in Is 53, makes Jeremiah 
an antetype of Christ.

That Jeremiah’s influence persisted shows 
that his words must often have been studied, 
meditated and interpreted. This contribution of 
the prophet’s spiritual children can be seen in 
the construction of the book. This clearly was 

not written at one sitting. The Greek translation 
represents an edition considerably shorter than 
the Hebrew text and puts the oracles against 
the nations after 25;13 (which must have been 
their original position), whereas  the Hebrew 
relegates them to the end of the book, ch. 46-
51. These prophecies against the nations do 
not seem to have all been written by Jeremiah 
himself; the oracles against Babylon, at least, 
date from the end of the Exile, ch. 50-51. Ch. 
52 is included as an historical appendix; it is 
parallel to 2 K 24:18-25:30. Other, shorter, 
supplementary passages have also been 
inserted into the body of the book; they witness 
to the use made of it by the exiles in Babylon 
and the post-exilic community, and to the 
respect in which it was then held. They many 
duplicate passages are also proofs of editorial 
activity. Lastly, the numerous indications of 
time are not in sequence. The book as we have 
it now is in a state of disorder, the outcome of a 
protracted compilation, the stages of which are 
very hard to sort out.

Ch. 36, however, gives some very useful data: 
in 605 Jeremiah dictated to Baruch the oracles 
he had made since the beginning of his ministry 
in 626, 36:2. This scroll, burnt by Jehoiakim, 
was rewritten and supplemented, 36:32. We 
can do no more than conjecture what his 
collection contained. It appears to have had 
25:1-12 for introduction, and it assembled the 
pre-605 passages which are now in ch. 1-18; 
but, according to 36:2, it also contained certain 
ancient oracles against the nations referred 
to in 25:13-18. In the same sections, the 
supplements later added are passages dating 
from after 605 and further oracles against the 
nations. Into those were inserted the pages of 
‘Confessions’ (described in detail above). Two 
small booklets were added, one on the kings, 
21:11-23:8, the other on the prophets, 23:9-40, 
which may originally have been distinct.

In this way we are able to identify two 
sections of the book: one containing threats 
against Judah and Jerusalem, 1:1-25:13, 
the other containing prophecies against the 
nations, 25:13-38 and ch. 46-51. Ch. 26-35 
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