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Subject: Grade 9 Science 

Term 1 

Week: 8 Lesson: 24B 

Unit: 8.2: Other sources of infection 

Topic: Childhood diseases 

 

Introduction: 

This lesson is made up of lesson notes and practice exercise. 

Instruction:  
Follow the steps given below and work through the lesson. 
Step 1: Start with copying the header in your exercise book. Make sure that your Handwriting is 
neat and legible. 
Step 2: Go through the lesson notes and copy or make summary notes in your exercise book.   
Step 3: Do Practice Exercise.  
Step 4: After you have completed the practice exercise, revise well and correct your mistakes, if 
you identify any.  (I will be checking your Exercise Book when you return to School).  
 
Lesson notes: 
Read through your lesson notes and make summary notes or cut and paste diagrams into your 
exercise book.  

READ AND MAKE NOTES 

CHILDHOOD DISEASES 

When you are born, your body has not yet had the chance to build up the immunity you need to 

keep you healthy. This is why children tend to come down with lots of diseases that rarely affect 

adults. 

Measles 

Measles is a viral disease spread by infected people coughing 

and sneezing. It starts with a runny nose and sore eyes. A 

couple of days later a rash appears. Severe cases of measles 

can result in permanent hearing problems or brain damage. 

 

European settlers brought measles to Australia. The Aboriginal 

population at that time had no natural immunity, and so 

measles killed many, especially children. Measles is one of the 

most contagious diseases. Since 1966, children have been 

routinely immunised, resulting in the disease becoming very 

rare in Australia.  
 

 

Chickenpox 

The chickenpox virus causes a runny nose and a slight fever, followed by a rash of small, very itchy 

blisters. Scratching the blisters can lead to permanent scarring or to secondary bacterial infections 
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of the blister. After a person has been infected, the chickenpox virus can remain inactive in the nerve 

cells of their body for many years. Twenty, thirty or more years 

later, the virus can become active again, causing shingles—a 

very painful rash that can last for weeks. 

 

Routine immunisation against chickenpox did not start until 

2006, so infections still occur. However, the number of 

infections should decline as more and more children are 

immunised. 

       

 

Practice Exercise 24B: 
Write the questions first and then your answers in complete sentences with correct spelling of 
terms and appropriate calculations where required. 
 

READ AND ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Explain why measles caused so many deaths when it was first introduced to the Australian 

Aboriginal population. 

 

You can answer like this: Measles caused so many deaths among the Aboriginal population 

because ………………….. 

 

 

2. Chickenpox is a childhood disease. Explain why some adults can still be infected by 

chickenpox. 

 

You can start your answer like this: Some adults can be infected by chickenpox because 

……….. 

 

 

You should be able to develop understanding of how the body reacts in the presence of 

microorganisms that causes childhood diseases such as measles and chickenpox. 

 


