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BOA’s Featured Titles

The Stick Soldiers 
Poems by Hugh Martin 
Winner, A. Poulin, Jr. Poetry Prize
With a Foreword by Cornelius Eady 

The Era of Not Quite

Called “a soldier’s 
poet” by Library  
Journal, Hugh  
Martin and his new 
debut poetry  
collection The Stick 
Soldiers have  
garnered much 
praise and  
attention for his war 
writings and 

experiences. An Iraq War veteran, 
Martin has written essays and been 
featured in interviews for such outlets as 
The New York Times and Public Radio 
International’s The Takeaway, as he 
discusses his new book.

Stories by Douglas Watson
Winner, BOA Short Fiction Prize

13th Annual Poulin Prize Judge: David St. John
Also: Announcing the Winner of the 12th Annual Poulin Prize 

                                                               With the 13th annual A. Poulin, Jr. Poetry Prize 
                                                  just around the corner, we are thrilled to 
                                                  announce that David St. John will be the final 
                                                  judge for this year’s contest. 

                                                  Over the course of his career, David St. John 
                                                  has been honored with many of the most 
                                                  significant awards for poets, including  
                                                  fellowships from The National Endowment for   
                                                  the Arts, The John Simon Guggenheim                 
                                                  Memorial Foundation, The Rome Fellowship, 
                                                  an Award in Literature from The American 
                                                  Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters,  
                                                  the O. B. Hardison Prize (a career award for 
                                                  teaching and poetic achievement) from The 
                                                  Folger Shakespeare Library, the George Drury 
                                                  Smith Lifetime Achievement Award, and a 
                                                  grant from the Ingram Merrill Foundation. 

His work has been published in countless literary magazines, including The 
New Yorker, The Paris Review, Poetry, American Poetry Review, Harper’s, 
Antaeus, and The New Republic, and has been widely anthologized.  
David St. John is the author of ten collections of poetry, as well as a  
volume of essays, interviews and reviews, and is co-editor of American 
Hybrid: A Norton Anthology of the New Poem. He currently teaches at the 
University of Southern California in Los Angeles. 

An annual competition, the A. Poulin, Jr. Poetry Prize is awarded to honor 
a poet’s first book while also honoring the late founder of BOA Editions.

The winner of the 12th annual prize is  
Geffrey Davis, for his first collection of  
of poetry Revising the Storm, selected  
from more than 600 submissions by  
poet and judge Dorianne Laux.

Of the collection, Laux says: “Revising 
the Storm is one of the best first books 
I’ve read in a good while. Its subjects 
—childhood, an absentee father,  
marriage, divorce, re-marriage, birth— 
are not new, but the approach is fresh, the language lyrical, and the  
poems well-tuned and masterfully wrought. Geffrey Davis is spellbinding. 
Like a fine artist, he knows how to bring even the smallest heartbreaking 
detail to light.”

Davis holds an MFA from Penn State University, where he’s also writing a 
doctoral dissertation on 20th- and 21st-century American poetics. He is a 
Cave Canem Fellow and recipient of the Wabash Prize for Poetry and the  
Leonard Steinberg Memorial/Academy of American Poets Prize. He is also 
Co-Founder and Co-Editor of the online journal Toe Good Poetry. 

BOA Editions will accept manuscripts for the 13th annual A. Poulin, Jr.  
Poetry Prize between August 1 and November 30, 2013. For complete 
guidelines and eligibility requirements, visit www.boaeditions.org.

The Era of Not Quite 
is “brilliant,”  
according to Lev 
Grossman, New 
York Times best-
selling author and 
book critic for Time  
magazine. The 
mention of  
Watson’s new  
debut comes from

a recent Barnes & Noble interview. 
Watson was also interviewed recently 
by One Story magazine, and will be 
honored as one of seven literary  
debutantes at the One Story  
Debutante Ball in June.

The Winged Seed: A Remembrance
Memoir by Li-Young Lee 
With a new Foreword by the author 

In the New York 
Times Book Review, 
American poet 
and critic Robert 
Bly listed BOA poets 
Li-Young Lee and 
Naomi Shihab Nye 
as two of his  
“favorite poets of all 
time.” Lee is, most  
recently, author of 

the newly reissued The Winged Seed: A 
Remembrance. In addition, his poem 
“The Gift” (Rose, 1986) was one of three 
recited by 2013 Poetry Out Loud winner  
Langston Ward during the competition’s 
finals. Ward, winning from a field of 
some 375,000 students, said, “I’ll keep 
these poems with me forever, that 
much I know.”
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See our most current list of  
donors and supporters, here.

Help support our Mission:

Make a donation!

BOA’s Mission
BOA Editions, Ltd., a not-for-profit publisher of poetry and other literary works,  
fosters readership and appreciation of contemporary literature. By identifying, 
cultivating, and publishing both new and established poets and selecting authors 
of unique literary talent, BOA brings high quality literature to the public.

BOA Editions, Ltd.
250 North Goodman Street
Suite 306
Rochester, New York 14607
www.boaeditions.org
585.546.3410

Publications by BOA Editions, 
Ltd. are made possible in part 
by the New York State Council 
on the Arts with the support of 
Governor Andrew Cuomo and 
the New York State Legislature.

Stay Connected—Keep in Touch

UPCOMING EVENTS

Words from the BOA Board Chair:
On BOA’s 5th Annual “Poetry is Jazz” Event

                                                                           In June, Rochester’s flowers  
                                                                           are in bloom bringing with  
                                                                           them the buzz of bees, but  
                                                                           even bees can’t compete 
                                                                           with the buzz around the 
                                                                           Rochester International     
                                                                           Jazz Festival (RIJF)! Now in 
                                                                           its 12th year, the festival  
                                                                           has become the most  
                                                                           anticipated part of the 
                                                                           summer for thousands of 
                                                                           Rochesterians as well as  
                                                                           music lovers from around 
                                                                           the world. 

As Rochester’s premier literary publisher, BOA has been thrilled to inject 
a little poetry and literature into the weeklong RIJF festivities with its  
independently produced “Poetry is Jazz” event. BOA’s annual  
celebration honors the longtime partnering of jazz and literature while 
also adding “live” painting into the mix. “Poetry is Jazz” is a  
collaborative event held with the Rochester Contemporary Art Center 
(RoCo)—located in the heart of the jazz festival—and sponsored by the 
law offices of Lavin, O’Neil, Ricci, Cedrone & DiSipio. 

BOA’s 5th annual “Poetry 
is Jazz” celebration will be  
held on June 25 from 6:00 
-8:00PM. Admission is free  
and will be open to the  
public. BOA author  
Douglas Watson will read  
from his just-published  
debut fiction collection  
The Era of Not Quite,  
which won the first-ever  
BOA Short Fiction Prize. 

The reading will be accompanied with jazz music by “4x4,” a musical 
group featuring: Mark Kellogg (trombone); Jim Doser (saxophone); 
Chris Azzara (piano); and Dan Ziemann (bass). Acclaimed artist Cordell 
Cordaro will create a “live” painting during the event, which will then 
be auctioned at BOA’s fall Dine & Rhyme event.

As a bonus, in addition to taking place during the Rochester  
International Jazz Festival, “Poetry is Jazz” will be held in RoCo’s gallery 
during its 6x6x2013 exhibit, the “international small art phenomenon” 
which is now in its 6th year.

“Poetry is Jazz” truly brings together the best of the Rochester art world 
for a celebration of literature, music, visual art, and community. If you 
haven’t had a chance to attend in previous years, now is your chance 
to find out what all the buzz is about!

                                                                                 

 

BOA’s 5th Annual ‘Poetry is Jazz’ Event  
and RoCo’s ‘6x6x2013’ Exhibit Opening                                                                 

                                    
                                BOA is collaborating 
                                with RoCo again, this 
                                June 25, for our 5th  
                                Annual “Poetry is   
                                Jazz” event, hosted  
                                during the Rochester 
International Jazz Festival. The event will 
be held in the RoCo gallery during its 
6x6x2013 exhibit (June 1-July 14).

June 25, 2013, 6:00-8:00PM
Rochester Contemporary Art Center 
137 East Avenue 
Rochester, New York 

Be sure to attend opening night for 
RoCo’s 6x6x2013 exhibit on Saturday, 
June 1, 2013, from 6:00-10:00PM.

in a BOA Blog post on her friendship 
with Zeeshan Sahil, calling him a “truly 
warm and wonderful person, a  
gracious and welcoming spirit...”

Publishers Weekly is 
calling BOA’s new 
translation Light 
and Heavy Things a  
“moving and timely 
glimpse into  
contemporary  
Pakistani literature.”
Poet Naomi Shihab 
Nye also praises the 
book, as she reflects

Selected Poems by Zeeshan Sahil
Translated from the Urdu by Christopher 
Kennedy, Mi Ditmar, and Faisal Siddiqui

Light and Heavy Things

“4X4” musicians performing jazz for guests at the 2012 event.

“Live” painting by Sarah C. Rutherford and Lea Rizzo at the 2012 event.

Watch BOA’s promo 
video for the 5th annual 
“Poetry is Jazz” event.

We look forward to  
seeing you there!
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