
 
 
 
 

Pforzheimer Fellowships in the Harvard Library 

Project Proposal Form 
 
 

Name of library/archives: Houghton Library 
 

School/Unit: FAS 
 

Location/address: Harvard Yard 
 

Project sponsor/library or unit director: Tom Hyry 
 

Project supervisor(s): Andrea Cawelti 

Contact information for further information or questions: 

Brief background/description of library/archives: 

Andrea, at cawelti@fas.harvard.edu 

Houghton Library is Harvard’s principal repository for rare books and manuscripts, 
literary and performing arts archives, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anticipated outcomes/final product: 
For the Library: 
• Access to ca. 150 rare illustrated scores in HOLLIS (more if time allows) 
• Test methodology for input of records in the Sheet Music Consortium database 
• Wider exposure of our rare sheet music collections to researchers inside and outside Harvard 
For the Fellow: 
• Immersion in a rich collection of 19th-20th century popular music and graphic illustration 
• Professionally-guided research, cataloging, and materials housing experience that will be of 
use in graduate-level research 

 
 

Project description: (Please submit a separate form for each project proposed) 

This project would be ideal for a student interested in 19th-20th graphic illustration, 
popular music, or popular attitudes towards drugs in the same period. The primary 
collection we’ll be exploring is a set of illustrated scores chiefly featuring drugs or drug 
use, both visually and textually, from the Ludlow Santo Domingo sheet music collection. 
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(Project description continued from page 1:) 

As a part of Houghton’s recent Hidden Collections grant to survey and accession our 
sheet music, we became aware of significant numbers of scores which are beyond our 
ability to catalog individually. We would like to streamline a new processing system to 
create spreadsheets to be used both for creating finding-aids, and to deposit metadata 
for individual records into the Sheet Music Consortium. The Sheet Music Consortium is 
an open collection of digitized sheet music links, and metadata, hosted by the UCLA 
Digital Library, which has become the top site that researchers check for sheet music 
holdings: 
http://digital2.library.ucla.edu/sheetmusic/aboutProject.html 

Under my guidance, the Fellow would analyze the graphic and musical content, and 
create a detailed list of title and publication information, graphic subjects, and 
illustrators. I would allow time for the Fellow to pursue reasonable related research 
interests, and a supportive environment for discussion (or not, according to their 
preference). Should the Fellow discover items of particular interest, Houghton has a 
blog which other Pforzheimer Fellows have used to document such discoveries. (This 
aspect would be entirely at the discretion of the Fellow.) 

At the end of the project, we would like the Fellow to write up a blog about their 
experience along the model of Houghton’s earlier RISM Pforzheimer project: 
http://blogs.harvard.edu/houghton/early-eighteenth-century-french-music-miscellanies/ 

This project and its outcomes would be of great interest to many students, and I look 
forward to sharing the experience of learning about the intersection of popular sheet 
music and graphic design in this portion of Ludlow Santo Domingo Collection (and 
others as time permits). 
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