TOWN BOARD MEETING
August 4, 2016 Page 1 of 2

A special meeting of the Richfield Town Board was held on Thursday, August 4, 2016, at the Richfield Town Hall.  The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by supervisor Palumbo.  Other board members in attendance were Bond, Eckler, Seamon, and Woodrow.

Supervisor Palumbo opened  the public hearing on proposed Local Law # 2 of 2016, “A LOCAL LAW OPTING OUT OF THE SOLAR,WIND AND FARM ENERGY REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION PROVIDED BY RPTL SECTION 487” by giving some background on RPTL 487.  When the law was enacted by the state it was meant to encourage the development of renewable energy options by providing tax credits for the development of solar, wind, etc. energy.  The development of projects is much cheaper now but the exemptions are still in place.  A large project in the Town of Richfield could have a negative effect on the tax base.  Companies should not expect to use taxpayer money for projects.  Councilman Woodrow asked if the intent of the law was to benefit developers or homeowners.  Supervisor Palumbo – developers. Woodrow sees no significant benefit of a large project to the community.

Councilman Eckler asked to hear from homeowners in attendance that have solar systems.

Bill Klemm – the law should differentiate between commercial and homeowner projects. Perhaps the size of the system could be considered. (The law does not allow for that)

Steve Scheick – he is in agreement with Klemm.

Bill Klemm – right now a contractor pays the sales tax on capital improvement projects.

Larry Frigault – their project gave them a credit for the system, plus a credit on income tax.  He is in favor of passing the law.  Frigault presented a written statement of his views.  It is on file in the clerk’s office.

Patrick Doyle – New York gets some electricity from gas.  If you take away the credits for renewables you are inviting gas to come in.

Rex and Dawn Seamon contacted Supervisor Palumbo saying they feel an out of town company should not get the exemption.  They support the opt out law.

Motion by Palumbo, second by Eckler to close the public hearing at 6:59 PM.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.

Motion by Bond, second by Palumbo to approve two vouchers, one for the painting of the town hall, the other for the air conditioner.  The painter will be paid in three stages; one third when the job starts, one third into the job, the last third upon completion.  Three separate checks will be cut; both vouchers will be on the August abstract. Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.
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Motion by Bond, second by Eckler to move $1,300.00 from A7230.1 (Beach Personal Services) to A7230.4 (Beach Contractual) to pay for the new lawnmower.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.

Councilwoman Bond asked if we have start/finish dates for painting the town hall building. We have a finish date of October 7, 2016, but no start date.  Supervisor Palumbo will see if he can get a start date but weather is always a factor.

The board discussed the lighting contract that has not been resolved.  We asked Ed Bello for a new quote but have not received it.  Canadarago Electric has given us a quote, but they do not apply for the rebates.  Supervisor Palumbo suggested that it may be to our benefit to have a professional go through the building and give us a recommendation.  He will take on the responsibility of finding someone and getting an estimate of what the charge will be.

Highway Superintendent Kress has had a request from someone that wants to take 8 to 10 loads of shale out of the town shale bed.  The shale has no value to the town and residents have been allowed take small amounts out of the bed.  There was some concern about liability if someone comes in with equipment to remove that much shale.  The matter was tabled until the regular August board meeting.

Motion to adopt Local Law # 2 of 2016, , “A LOCAL LAW OPTING OUT OF THE SOLAR,WIND AND FARM ENERGY REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION PROVIDED BY RPTL SECTION 487” by Eckler, second by Bond.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.

Motion to adjourn at 7:25 PM by Palumbo, second by Eckler.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.


__________________________________
Monica Harris, Clerk

