
Differentiation Virtually
The idea of trying to teach online to your regular classroom can be a 
challenge and then throwing in the pedagogy of differentiation can make it 
even more difficult. Here are a few tips to help make the school year run a 
bit more smoothly.

Consider using choice boards. This allows for you to provide lots of 
options for your students to showcase learning of specific standards.  1
Consider project-based learning and/or passion projects. This allows 
students to work at their own pace and on multiple standards at once.

Try having more one-on-one meetings with your students via video or 
break your students up into small groups (breakout rooms) instead of 
the whole class at once. This allows for more “individualized” time.

Provide lots of resources such as virtual manipulatives, manipulatives 
that can be printed out, Flipgrid with scaffolding resources, videos that 
help teach concepts, apps, checklists, etc.

Provide different content to different students. Being online, students 
have no idea what assignments they are getting compared to their peers. 
Use Google Classroom, email, or pick-up assigned packets.

Use websites such as readable to create different reading levels of 
content not already leveled. Find leveled content on Newsela, 
teacherspayteachers, readworks.org, commonlit.org, readingvine.com, 
k5learning, learnzillion, tweentribune, englishforeveryone.org, 
fortheteachers.org, and readtheory.org.

Communicate frequently with parents on what they need to do to help. 
This may mean frequent reminders that you are a team, providing them 
with checklists, calendars, “how-to” guides, etc.

Tier lessons. Plan first for the on-level students using your standards. 
Then for the students who are lower plan to reteach or scaffold based 
on what they don’t know. This could be foundations, making it more 
concrete with manipulatives, or extra practice. Enrich or accelerate with 
students who are higher leveled. Gain this knowledge through pretests.
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Differentiation Virtually
The idea of trying to teach online to your regular classroom can be a 
challenge and then throwing in the pedagogy of differentiation can make it 
even more difficult. Here are a few tips to help make the school year run a 
bit more smoothly.

Provide lots of graphic organizers to help students be able to break their 
thinking down.  9
Even though students are more “digital” now than ever, still consider 
providing students with printable/paperwork occasionally so they can 
walk away from the computer. Everyone needs a break from technology.

Consider recording your lessons ahead of time (loom is free). Then send 
the videos to students to watch before meeting with them. Spend the 
meeting time to discuss any questions they have and to make sure they 
understood the content.
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For content, consider providing supplemental resources, supplemental 
guided notes, videos, alternative texts, or even personalized instructional 
videos. Then you can help students with things they’ll come across such 
as vocabulary or walk them through the material step-by-step. You could 
do this through adobe connect, phone calls, texting, Google Meet, or 
Zoom.

For the process, vary the length of time with different levels of support 
or complexity. Provide support and help videos for specific varying tasks. 
You can also provide additional guidance with questions to help interact 
with the content differently. Interactive resources (Quizlet, Flipgrid) 
allows for additional practice and support.

You can address and meet individual needs by conducting surveys (Google 
Forms) to identify students who need additional support and resources. 

Allow resubmissions and retakes.

Consider teaching students about time management and organization 
such as using Google calendar, online timers, and apps that block social 
media.
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Special Needs Differentiation
Helping students follow through on their IEP plan, providing accommodations, 
and helping your English Language Learners virtually can also be challenging. 
Here are a few tips to hopefully, make it a little easier.

Try to provide lots of opportunities for student collaboration. Some online 
video programs allow for “meeting rooms” where students can meet in 
groups. Other opportunities include Google Documents where students 
can work together. This allows students to socialize, practice skills, and 
talking. 

Try having more one-on-one meetings with your students via video. This 
allows for more “individualized” time to work on specific needs and skills.

Have students use alternative methods of turning in work such as audio 
or video recordings instead of typing. Use extensions such as dictation 
that type when you talk. ELL students can record summaries of lessons 
to practice using the language.

Use social stories to help students understand how to handle situations 
related to online learning, stress, anxiety, wearing masks, and other 
potential situations.

Extend due dates. Help students work at their own pace and provide them 
with lots of extra time to understand what needs to be done, how to do it 
and to complete it. Check in on them frequently throughout the extension.

Break material up into small chunks. Instead of providing a whole lesson, 
consider breaking it up into smaller manageable chunks. Even consider 
adding scaffolding pieces into it.

Build off of their strengths and learning styles. If a student learns best 
visually, provide lots of visuals, etc. This is true with any student.
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8 Help families set up a schedule and structured routine at home. This may 

require some help on your part with a resources, checklist, things to do, 
how to use if/then boards, apps that help, sensory breaks, etc.
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Special Needs Differentiation
Consider meeting with your child study team (or school special education 
team) to discuss modifying the IEP during this time for more achievable 
goals. There may be some leeway due to the pandemic.

Consider creating a Facebook or Google Classroom support group for 
parents of special needs children where you can frequently check in with 
them, provide helpful resources, articles, and exchange ideas of what’s 
working and isn’t.
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Stay in Contact!

© The Owl Teacher

Visit my website where I have lots of articles related to differentiation 
and distance learning to help you!

https://theowlteacher.com

Check out my Teachers Pay Teachers Store where I have resources to 
help you in the classroom! (I’m currently adding digital to ALL my 
resources!

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Owl-Teacher

Join my email list where you can get teaching tips, blog posts, discounts, 
giveaways, freebies, and so much more!

CLICK HERE TO JOIN!

Looking for Social Media?

Click on the titles to find me!

PINTEREST

FACEBOOK PAGE

INSTAGRAM

https://theowlteacher.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Owl-Teacher
https://www.facebook.com/theowlteacher
https://www.instagram.com/theowlteacher/
https://www.pinterest.com/theowlteacher2/
https://the-owl-teacher.ck.page/b841f59d29


Do you have a

A Special Thank You!
Thank you for taking the time to download this resource!  I know 

as a teacher, you have so much to do and so little time, along 
with being limited on your resources.  I am here to helpby 
creating products that help you take back your weekends, 

without sacrificing quality teaching!
Thank you for letting me help you!
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