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Legislative Proposals 2021 
 
1. Addressing Racial Disparities in Child Welfare by Establishing a Blind Removal 

Pilot Project 

Co-sponsored with Women’s Policy Institute, Reproductive Health, Rights, & 
Justice Team 

 
Data shows a reduction in the disproportionate rate of black children in foster care when a 
child welfare agency uses a “blind removal” strategy to make decisions about whether to 
separate a family. This bill would establish a pilot project where participating counties would 
create and implement a process to remove identifiable information from the case file prior to 

deciding to remove a child from their parent’s custody.  
 

2. Addressing Racial Disparities in Child Welfare by Removing Barriers to Relative 
Placement 

Co-sponsored with Alliance of Children’s Rights & County Welfare Directors 
Association (CWDA) 

 
Placement with a relative is generally the best and preferred option for children who cannot 
safely reside with their parents. However, California’s placement and approval processes 
exclude far too many relatives and extended family members who are fit and willing to care 
for children. The barriers to placement, especially those related to criminal history reviews 
and judgments, disproportionately impact communities of color. This bill would elevate 
relative placement by giving the child welfare agency and court more discretion to place with 
relatives who have criminal history when there is no child safety issue; by preventing 
placement delays that occur when relatives lack supplies such as car seats and cribs; and 
by ensuring child-specific approval is used to connect children to family members and place 
siblings in the same home.  

 
3. Strengthening the Families of Young Parents in Foster Care 
 
California law states a strong preference to support and preserve families headed by minor 
and nonminor dependent parents who are themselves in foster care. This bill would 
strengthen California’s commitment to these young families by providing notice to the 
dependent parent’s attorney if a referral has been made; by prohibiting risk assessments 
unless there has been a specific allegation of abuse or neglect; and by preventing any 
detrimental impact of a separation on future children. 

 
 



CLC is a nonprofit legal services organization that serves as the voice for children and youth in the 
foster care system. Our committed attorneys and other professional staff represent over 38,000 
children impacted by abuse and neglect in the Los Angeles, Placer, and Sacramento County foster 
care systems. If you have questions about these bills or about CLC's ongoing legislative work, please 
contact CLC's Director of Policy and Training, Susan Abrams at abramss@clccal.org. 

 
 

4. Notice to Minor’s Counsel for School Disciplinary Actions 
Co-sponsored with California Advocacy Institute (CAI) 
 

Expands the circumstances in which minor’s counsel would receive notice of any 
disciplinary action taken by a school against a youth in foster care. 

 
5. Sexual and Reproductive Health (AB 2035 from 2019-2020, ASM RUBIO)  

Co-sponsored with Alliance for Children’s Rights, John Burton Advocates for 
Youth, and National Center of Youth Law 

 
This bill would improve accountability of the reproductive and sexual health requirements of 
SB 89 (2017) by ensuring certain information is provided in court reports. This bill would also 
create a data collection requirement and add reproductive and sexual health training as a 
mandatory topic for resource families.  

 
6. Access to Immigration Counsel for Youth in Foster Care (AB 1324 from 2019-

2020, ASM LEVINE) 
Co-sponsored with East Bay Children’s Law Office, Law Foundation of Silicon 
Valley, and Legal Services for Children 

 

This bill would improve access to legal immigration services for undocumented children in 
foster care. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


