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My journey back home ...  
with a TWIST’16

Margarita Kosior


have been living in Thessaloniki, Greece for 
the last sixteen years and I used to have 
very little, if any, contact with the ELT world 

back home. All this changed drastically when 
I stumbled upon Milada from ODN Lang on 
Facebook. We got into a dialogue and realized 
how much we have in common. She invited me 
to an interview which was later published in 
one of the 2016 issues of The Teacher in 2016. 
And thus began my journey back home.

Margarita Kosior

Born in Poland and based in Greece, Margarita 
Kosior is a passionate storyteller. A tertiary educator 
teaching Academic English and Language Teaching 
Methodology at the Bachelor's and Master's levels, 
Margarita is also interested in ELT at the pre-K 
level. As an advocate for social justice, she believes 
in spreading awareness of global issues through 
ELT. As a curious trend-spotter, she is always on 
the lookout for current approaches and methods in 
language teaching. Outside of the classroom, she is 
an amateur photographer and dancer.
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I have always tried to 
teach with a twist, so I 
was pleasantly surprised 
when I found out that 
there was a conference 
for people like me, the TWIST’16 Conference 
organized annually in Warsaw (www.twist.lang.
com.pl). I got intrigued by the unusual concept 
of the event - as the conference organizers put 
it, TWIST is all about promoting “extraordinary 
‘ordinary’ teachers who take the stage to share 
their success stories!” I was soon to find out 
that the TWIST ’16 Conference was much more 
than that. 

TWIST’16 Icebreaking in progress

ICEBREAKING & TROUBLESHOOTING
The conference started with an icebreaking 
activity - the first opportunity to get to know 
colleagues and start networking - followed 
by a Troubleshooter Plenary. I was honoured 
to be among the four guests invited to 
participate in the panel. Together with Joanna 
Kołakowska, Małgorzata Warmińska-Marczak 
and Małgorzata Mróz, and all the conference 
participants, we watched short recordings 
in which ELT professionals from various 
countries shared their classroom challenges 
and asked for advice. The role of the panel 
was to provide solutions to problems related 
to student motivation, extensive reading, and 

some classroom management issues. The 
audience contributed with their own solutions 
and classroom gimmicks.

TWIST’16 Margarita Kosior thinking globally during 
Troubleshooter Plenary

TWIST’16 audience during Troubleshooter Plenary

RESET SESSIONS
The decision which sessions to attend is  
a common conference dilemma. The 
organizers of TWIST recognized this problem 
by organizing the so-called “reset” sessions; in 
other words, sessions which were presented 
twice/repeated, so that more participants get  
a chance to attend. It is also unique that there 
is more than one presenter in each time slot. 
Two to four experts are grouped together 
based on the content of the presentation. They 
make short presentations to show the same 
teaching challenge from different perspectives.

MYSTERY SKYPE MARATHON
The first slot I chose to attend was devoted to 
Projects for Kids and in this session there were 
two presentations: Cares Diaz Farre presented 
an innovative project (which I aim to try out 
in the future) called Mystery Skype Marathon. 
Mystery Skype allows students to communicate 
with their peers in other countries to guess 
their geographical location - all in English. Cares 
turned it into a Mystery Skype Marathon for 
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her lower and upper primary students. In the 
same session Hanna Zięba presented her five 
ideas on how to teach kindness through mini-
projects in the English language classroom. 
Being an educator incorporating cultural 
diversity and human values into ELT, I found 
both presentations inspiring and informative.

Cares Diaz Farre presenting                Hanna Zięba presenting

TWISTed SWAPSHOPS: CLASSROOM 
MANAGEMENT TRICKS
Svitlana Antoniuk’s motivation boosting 
activity caught my attention in this session. It is 
designed around the map of Europe. In Lana’s 
lesson, the teacher rewards participation with 
flags. For every thirty flags the students gather, 
they can colour one country on the map of 
Europe. The goal is to have the whole map 
coloured. Since young learners like competition 
and racing against each other, this project is 
bound to have a positive outcome.

Lana Antoniuk presenting

TWISTed SWAPSHOPS: MOTIVATE YOUNG 
LEARNERS TO COMMUNICATE IN ENGLISH
In this 45-minute session Joanna Kołakowska, 
Dorota Sobczyńska, Adriana Kamienik and 
Urszula Kropaczewska shared with the 
audience their ideas on how to motivate kids 
(6-12) to speak English. Joanna presented 
playful lesson ideas inspired by a board game, 

whereas Dorota talked about an amazing 
Kidspeak project which allows schools to host 
student-volunteers from all over the world. 
Adriana presented her unique way of telling 
stories to the little ones using hand-drawn 
flashcards and realia, whereas Urszula’s arts 
and crafts and the magic printing machine 
made learning seem like a piece of cake.

Dorota Sobczyńska                                   Urszula Kropaczewska
presenting                                                                           presenting

Joanna Kołakowska                                           Adriana Kamienik
presenting                                                                           presenting

FLASH TALKS: MEMORY BOOSTING 
ACTIVITIES
My own presentation, along with three others, 
belonged to the session on the techniques we 
use to make lessons memorable. 

Swietłana Gorosz & Natalia Soszyńska shared 
a number of improv activities. They presented 
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their recommendations in a theatrical manner 
thanks to which I am positive everybody 
remembers their “Let’s go on a date” or 
“Fortunately/Unfortunately” tasks. 
Ola Kowalska, in an exceptionally energetic 
manner, compared an English lesson to  
a pilates session and presented a series of 
engaging tasks, quite a few of them involving 
movement and group work to trigger a variety 
of learning styles. Małgorzata Warmińska-
Marczak presented four memory-enhancing 
methods - using a bit of the old and a lot of the 
new - which guarantee learning and fun.

Swietłana Gorosz & Natalia Soszyńska presenting

Małgorzata Warmińska-Marczak presenting

Ola Kowalska activating her audience

Personally, I contributed to the event with 
a session on the use of Silent Discussion,  
a technique especially useful to tackle “difficult” 
topics in class. 

Margarita Kosior presenting

Silent discussion is a collaborative learning 
strategy which helps students explore a topic 
in depth, but most importantly, it allows each 
student to work at their own pace and engages 
even the most intimidated students. 
It first takes form of written self-expression and 
exchange of ideas, and ultimately turns into  
a verbal discussion. The instructions need to be 
very clear: the participants are not allowed to 
talk for fifteen minutes and the only means of 
communication among them is a long stretch 
of big wrapping paper and markers. 



10
2 (146) 2017

Ch
ec

k 
it

 o
ut

!
❯❯❯

My session aimed to prove that silence can 
be intimidating, but it doesn’t have to be.  
It can open up space for productivity, creativity, 
and collaboration. When held in silence, 
discussions on even the most controversial 
topics resonate loud and make a deep impact. 
Only a few days after the conference, positive 
feedback from colleagues who have tried silent 
discussion started arriving. Here are the effects 
of work done by Magdalena with her Pre-CAE 
level students.

In her message to me, Magdalena Saeed wrote: 
“It worked just perfect! Even the quietest 
students got involved. The biggest fun was 
also for those who love debates [and] when  
I decided to get involved and started disagreeing 
with some of their opinions. It was like adding 
fuel to the fire.”
 
Another educator, Hanna Zięba, used silent 
discussion to talk about stereotypes with 
one of her groups. You can see the results in  
the photo.

These messages made me happy and proud, 
as there is no greater satisfaction for anyone 
involved in education than to know that your 
efforts have made an impact.

The TWIST Conference ended with the TWIST 
Masterchef contest. Being a materials writer 
myself and an instructor teaching Evaluation 
and Design of Teaching Materials to Level 3  
BA students, I found this innovative idea 
especially interesting and I have successfully 
applied it in my classes.
It was a competition between two teams (Vintage 
Vineyard Team: Ewa Grzelak, Małgorzata 
Mansoor and Marcin Stanowski against Vins de 
Primeur Team: Svitlana Antoniuk, Ola Kowalska 
and Zuzana Svitelova) challenged to design 
lessons based on two “hints”: one of them was 
a prank video recommended by Jamie Keddie, 
and the other one a text by Hugh Dellar.

The Masterchef’s winning team: Ola Kowalska,  
Lana Antoniuk and Zuza Svitelova.

After a long day full of professional 
development, networking, socializing, and fun, 
we walked away with these wonderful words 
which reminded us all of the importance of 
maintaining the right balance in life. These 
words still resonate with me: I’m not only 
a teacher. I am also a mother, a partner,  
a colleague, and a friend; my work matters, but 
my health, my family, my friends, and integrity 
matter even more, as they are fragile. I should 
handle them with care. 

CITY College, the University of Sheffield 
International Faculty, was among the 
official partners of the TWIST’16 Conference.
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