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July ‘10th’, 2017 
 

‘250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

G20 meeting 

 
 
 
 

 Source—The Hindu (Pg1 G20 hails India’s labour reforms, start-up policy 
Hamburg Action Plan praises efforts to boost innovation) 
Context:  
• Acknowledging the steps being taken by India for sustainable and 

inclusive growth as well as support to global economy, the G20 has 
praised the initiatives in the country for promoting ease of doing 
business, start-up funding and labour reforms. 

Areas where improvement need  for ease of doing business 

• The areas where India ranks poorly as per the World Bank ranking 
include starting a business, dealing with construction permits, 
registering property, paying taxes, trading across borders, enforcing 
contracts and resolving insolvency. 

Reforms taken 

• The country has implemented a spate of reforms in the recent months in 
areas like insolvency, taxation and starting a business and expects the 
rankings to improve substantially. 

• In the financial sector, India is popularising a number of derivative 
instruments in exchanges or electronic trading platforms as part of the 
measures to enhance resilience of its economy. 

• India is facilitating external commercial borrowings (ECBs) by start-ups 
to encourage innovation and promote ease of doing business, as part of 
the efforts being taken by the G20 members this year for maintaining 
momentum on structural reforms and sustainable growth. 

Partners to the G20 

• Global institutions like the World Bank, IMF, WTO, OECD, ILO, WHO and 
the Financial Stability Board (FSB) are among the partners to the G20. 

G20 Hamburg Action Plan 

• The G20 Hamburg Action Plan, which sets out the group’s strategy for 
achieving strong, sustainable, balanced and inclusive growth, also said 
the closer partnership and action by G20 members will boost confidence 
and contribute to shared prosperity. 

• In the action plan, the G20 members resolved that they would continue 
to use all policy tools — monetary, fiscal and structural — individually 
and collectively to achieve the goal of strong, sustainable, balanced and 
inclusive growth, while enhancing economic and financial resilience. 
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Challenges to global growth  

• Weak productivity growth, income inequality and ageing populations 
represent challenges to growth in the longer term. 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 
 

Drug 
resistance 
issue 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (Pg7  Easier access to H1N1 medicines raises fears of 
drug resistance Doctors feel misuse will lead to a situation of anti-viral 
medications turning ineffective) 
News 

• Concerns regarding a build-up of resistance to antiviral drugs used to 
treat swine flu are surfacing, after two such drugs — Oseltamivir and 
Zanamivir — were taken off the restrictive Schedule X of the Drugs and 
Comestics Rules. 

• Now under Schedule H1, the drugs can be stocked by all chemists. 
• Central health authorities have also advised doctors to prescribe the 

drugs based on strong symptoms, without opting for the swab test. 
Medical experts say these decisions could lead to misuse and eventually, 
severe drug resistance. 

Drugs for H1N1 

• Oseltamivir and Zanamivir are antiviral drugs that block the actions of 
influenza virus types A and B in the body. While Oseltamivir is available 
as tablets, Zanamivir comes in powder form. 

Concern 

• We are already witnessing antibiotic resistance and related hazards. 
• Resistance built up only because antibiotics were easily available and 

even sold over the counter. 
• Now, it seems to be going the same way with antiviral drugs. 
Mixed Reaction 

• It is good, because when H1N1 cases are on the rise, the drug will be 
available to patients easily. 

• However, it could backfire because in India, we don’t use caution. 
• The doctors will prescribe these drugs so widely that eventually it will 

stop working. 
Restrictions in place 

• Drugs under Schedule X require three copies of prescription for the 
doctor, patient and chemist, and can be sold by a chemist who holds a 
special Schedule X licence. 

• Also, the chemist has to preserve the prescription copy for up to three 
years. 

• In Schedule H1, only one copy of the prescription is required, and drugs 
in this category can be sold by all chemists. 

Way forward  
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• Chemists will still need a prescription to sell the drug. The only 
difference is, the drug will be widely available. It all depends on doctors 
now. If they prescribe the drug with caution, there won’t be misuse. 

 

GS:3—SECURITY 
 

Border 
management 

 
 
 
 
 

 Source—The Hindu (Pg11 Army in for the long haul in Dokalam) 
News 

• Soldiers pitch tents, and a steady line of supplies is being maintained for 
them. 

• The Army is ready for the long haul in holding onto its position in the 
Dokalam area near the Bhutan tri-junction, notwithstanding China 
ratcheting up rhetoric against India, demanding pulling back of its 
troops. 

Security implications 

• Both the countries had agreed to a mechanism in 2012 to resolve border 
flare-ups through consultations at various levels. 

• The mechanism has not worked so far in the current case as the standoff 
near the Bhutan trijunction, triggered by China’s attempt to build a road 
in the strategically important area, has dragged on for over three weeks. 

• New Delhi has already conveyed to Beijing that such an action would 
represent a significant change of status quo with “serious” security 
implications for India. The road link could give China a major military 
advantage over India. 

Doka La 

• Doka La is the Indian name for the region which Bhutan recognises as 
Dokalam, while China claims it as part of its Donglang region. 

• China and Bhutan are engaged in talks. India argues that since it is a tri-
junction involving the three countries, it also has a say in the issue. 

 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

West asia 
crisis 

 
 
 

 Source—The Hindu (Pg12 Iraq Prime Minister declares victory in 
‘liberated’) 
In news 

• The declared victory in Mosul marks an epic milestone for the Iraqi 
security forces, who had crumbled in the face of an IS onslaught across 
Iraq in 2014. 

Background 

• IS swept across much of Iraq’s Sunni Arab heartland in a lightning 
offensive that year, proclaiming a self-styled “caliphate” straddling Iraq 
and neighbouring Syria. 

• But the jihadist group, which is facing twin offensives backed by a U.S.-
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led coalition in both countries, has since lost large parts of the territory 
it once controlled. 

• The Iraqi forces launched their campaign to recapture Mosul in October, 
seizing its eastern side in January and launching the battle for its 
western part the next month. 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

India- Iran 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (Pg13 Two large groups bid to supply equipment for 
Chabahar port India keen to expedite work on the strategic facility in Iran’s 
Sistan-Baluchistan) 
News 

• Two major Indian conglomerates have bid for supplying key equipment 
for the strategic Chabahar Port in Iran, while the process is on to expand 
financial eligibility criteria to attract more bidders. 

• India is keen on expediting work on this port, located in the Sistan-
Baluchistan province on the energy-rich Persian Gulf nation’s southern 
coast that can be easily accessed from India’s West coast, bypassing 
Pakistan. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

GST 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (Pg13 Process eased for exporters who have not paid IGST) 

News: 

• The Centre has, through a notification and a circular, eased the 
paperwork required to export goods without the exporter having 
paid the Integrated Goods and Services Tax (IGST) 

• The notification and circular by the Government said that the IGST 
needs to be paid only for exports after July 1, 2017, and detail the 
eligibility of exporters to provide the necessary documents 

What was the issue? 

• According to the GST Rules, traders who wanted to export without 
paying IGST had to provide a bond or letter of undertaking (LUT) 
promising to pay the tax 

• This requirement did not clarify who exactly needed to provide a 
bond and who was eligible to provide a LUT 

• It also involved complexity to do with the recipient of these 
documents 

Relief for exporters: 

• More cash available: While exporters have the option to export on 
payment of IGST and subsequently claim refund of IGST paid, this 
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would have impacted the cash flow 

• Easy filing: The Centre allowed the bond or LUT to be submitted 
manually and not electronically on the GST portal 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

India-
China 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 Power games at the tri-junction) 

Context: 

• At the G-20 summit in Hamburg, Germany, the US was isolated by the 
19 other members of group who decided to push ahead with the Paris 
Climate Change Pact 

• The communique issued at the end of the two-day meet “re-affirmed 
the group’s commitment to the pact” 

• Communique stressed on “affordable, reliable, sustainable and low 
greenhouse gas energy systems” 

No significant departure from Paris pact: 

• Almost immediately after the US ditched the Paris Climate Change 
Agreement, most of the pact’s other signatories had closed ranks 

• Indonesia and Saudi Arabia, which were reportedly considering diluting 
their commitment after the American withdrawal 

• But, they reiterated their support to the deal at Hamburg 

Climate and Energy Action Plan for Growth (Very important): 

• The Climate and Energy Action Plan for Growth, released at the end of 
the summit, does not have a roadmap to negotiate one of the most 
fraught aspects of global climate talks: Climate finance 

• It does talk of involving multilateral development banks and industry to 
fund low-carbon initiatives 

What U.S. withdrawal will lead to? 

• The backtracking by the US from the Paris Pact would require other 
countries to raise their climate change mitigation ambitions 

• Canada has scaled up its renewables target, but oil extraction from tar 
sands is adding to the country’s carbon footprint 

• Germany, the world leader in renewables, has announced that it will 
make “climate action a key focus of the G 20 Presidency” 
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GS:2—GOVERNANCE 
 

Smart 
cities 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Indian Express (pg12 Smartness Isn’t Enough) 

Context: The necessity of considering the concerns of the Climate 
Change while building Smart Cities 

Why we need to work against Climate change while building Smart Cities? 

• The deluge-like situation in parts of Gujarat, heavy flooding in Assam, 
heatwaves across northern and eastern India, or rainfall episode in 
Chennai in 2015 unveil the vulnerabilityof urban areas to changing 
climate 

• A recent analysis shows that temperatures in the smart cities 
of Madhya Pradesh are likely to increase by 1-1.5°C by the middle of 
the century 

• Another analysis by CEEW, IIT Gandhinagar and IIM Ahmedabad finds 
that extreme precipitation events are likely to increase in the future 

• These changes will test the capacity of urban infrastructure and 
associated services 

Possible bad effects of Climate change on Smart Cities or Urban Infrastructure 

• Weather Heat may adversely impact the power output of gas-
turbine and steam-based electricity generation, thereby creating a 
demand-supply gap 

• This could result in the need for installing additional capacity to 
meet powerrequirements when conditions are hotter 

• Similarly, high temperatures can damage road surfaces, bridges and 
railway tracks 

• Also, heavy rainfall can disrupt road and rail transportation services 

How to protect urban infrastructure against a changing climate? 

First: Carry out regular risk assessments 

• In the context of infrastructure, this means addressing questions such as 
the likelihood of buckling of railways under a 4°C temperature rise 

Second: Adopt technical standards that consider climate change 

• For example, private companies bidding for road contracts could 
use polymer modified bituminous materials that can typically 
withstand temperatures in excess of 40°C 

• Or information on future rainfall extremes could be used while 
designing city drainage systems 
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Third: Address Interdependencies 

• Infrastructure components are highly interconnected 

• For Example, Electricity failures could disrupt transport or ICT 
services, transportdisruption which in turn could affect emergency 
health services 

• It is important to map these interconnections as well as study whether 
current governance structures are adequate to address the associated 
risks 

Fourth: Develop innovative financial instruments 

• Many times, infrastructure project finance does not account for future 
climate risks as part of the risk portfolio 

• New debt instruments could be used to insure infrastructure against 
specific climate risks 

 

GS:3—SECURITY 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Indian Express (pg12 Internal insecurity) 

Context: Despite having a strong government at the Centre, the internal 
security situation of the country has not shown any marked improvement. 

Reason:  
1.Because the fundamentals of security management have not been given due 
importance. 
2.Successive governments have not cared to codify the country’s internal 
security doctrine 
3.Unlike India, the US and UK revise their national security doctrines every year 
and place them in the public domain 

Defects in our internal security strategy 
1.There is no long-term policy for Jammu and Kashmir, 
2.There is no strategic vision to tackle the Maoist insurgency. 
3.Absence of an institutional response and National Security Advisory Board 
(NSAB) was also liquidated. 
4.The Supreme Court’s directions for police reforms,is not being implemented 
by the states. 
5.we are saddled with different acts and executive orders in different states. 
The prime minister’s concept of a  SMART police could never take off because 
of the indifference of the states 

Internal security issues on different fronts, 
(a) Jammu and Kashmir 
1.Ceasefire violations by the Pakistan army, continuing infiltrations by 
terrorists, their audacious attacks on security forces, and radicalisation of the 
youth who have been challenging the security forces on the streets. 
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(b) On the Naxal front, 
1.Naxal problem is much too complex and requires a very comprehensive 
strategy 
Conference of Chief Ministers of the naxal affected states,came up with a new 
formula of SAMADHAN to tackle the problem 
2.It is unlikely that this approach would lead to a resolution of the problem 

(c) On the Northeastern front 
The framework agreement between the Government of India and the Naga 
Socialist Council of Nagaland (Issac-Muivah group) appears to have hit a road 
block. 
Muivah continues to harp on “Naga sovereignty” and the terror threat is 
becoming more sinister 

Emerging threats: 
1.Al Qaida has, in a document entitled “Code of Conduct for Mujahideen in the 
Subcontinent”, declared that it will be targeting Indian security 
installations and leaders of Hindu organisations. 
2.The Islamic State in a video, the Bilad al-Hind, has threatened to wage jihad 
against India, and urged all Muslims to take revenge for the injustices to Indian 
Muslims in Kashmir and for the communal riots in Gujarat and Muzaffarnagar. 

Way forward:  
1.With the emergence of organised crime and the threat of terrorism, old 
orders has to be revamped 
2.In the context of the police being misused and abused by the state leaders 
and the overwhelming dependence of state governments on central forces 
round the year, police should have been transferred to the Concurrent List. 
3.Speed up the setting up of a National Counter-Terrorism Centre 
(NCTC) which remains in limbo. 
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Current affair based question 
 
Q1. Hamburg Action Plan, recently in news, is related to which of the following? 
a. Paris Climate summit 
b. G20 
c. TPP 
d. APEC 
  

Answer b 

 

Q2. Which among the following is/are the partners to the G20? 
1. World Bank 
2. IMF 
3. WTO 
4. ILO 
Choose the right option from below given code. 

a. 1 and 2 only 
b. 3 and 4 only 
c. 1, 2 and 4 only 
d. 1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Answer d 
 

Q3. Recently, Mosul city was in news. It is in which country? 
a. Syria 
b. Iraq 
c. Afghanistan 
d. Lebanon 
Answer b 

Q4. India’s first World Heritage City , declared by the World Heritage Committee of UNESCO, 

is 

a.  Jaipur 
b. Ahmedabad 
c. Delhi 
d. Mumbai 

answer b 

Q5. What is the difference between Aerosols and Particulate Matter? 

a.  Aerosols are particles that are larger in size than Particulate Matter whose maximum 
size category is 2.5 microns 
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b. Aerosols refer specifically to liquid droplets suspended in air while Particulate Matter 
specifically refer to solid particles found in air 

c. Whereas aerosols are suspensions of solid or liquid particles in a gas, particulate matter 
is a generic term for a mixture of liquid droplets or solid particles found in the air 

d. The two mean the same and are used interchangeably 
 

Answer c 
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July ‘11th’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:3—SECURITY 

 

Cyber 
security 

 

 

 

 Source—The Hindu (Pg1 Cyberattack link to glitches in RJio, NSE under 

probe) 

Context: 

Last week’s attack: 

a. Outage of Airtel network in 

Delhi  

b. Data breach of users of Reliance Jio Infocomm 

c. Technical glitch at the National Stock Exchange (NSE) 

In news: 

• India is investigating on a “possible cyber attack.” 

• The Home Ministry is preparing an internal cybersecurity policy as it is 

required under the national plan. 

2016 data breach: In 2016, security codes of around 32 lakh debit cards 

were breached and several users reported unauthorised transactions from 

locations in China. 
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Worrisome dependence on Chinese equipments: 

• Two years ago various telecom giants had been sensitised by the 

Government, about the vulnerability of equipment and products 

imported from China. 

• Both Airtel and Jio use Chinese equipment. 

 

 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

Malabar 
Exercise 2017 

 

 

 

 

 Source—The Hindu (Pg11 Ships and planes arrive, it’s days of war games) 

Context:  

• The Malabar Exercise 2017. 

• Participants: naval forces of India, Japan and the United States. 

Exercise not aimed at China 

• Malabar is not to send a message to any specific country. 
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• The underlying theme of Malabar is to understand each other’s 

standard operating procedures and each other’s ways of working 

better, to enhance camaraderie and bonhomie 

• S. Navy officer: U.S. participation in the exercises indicated the 

country’s interests in maritime security in the Indo-Asia Pacific region. 

Focus Areas: 

The thrust of the exercise at sea this year would be on aircraft carrier 

operations, air defence, anti-submarine warfare (ASW), surface warfare, 

visit board search and seizure (VBBS), joint manoeuvres and tactical 

procedures. 

 

 

 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

parliamentary 
privilege 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 Bring the House up to date) 

Context: There is a need of balance between fundamental 

rights and parliamentary privilege. It is connected with the recent case of 

the Karnataka Assembly imposing fines and imprisonment on two 

journalists for writing something against the Speaker  

Similarities between British Monarch and our Legislators 

• Parliamentary privileges originated during the long struggle for 
democracy and citizen’s rights in Britain, between 
a monarch and Parliament 

• As kings used to get members who spoke or were likely to speak 
against the king arrested 

• Today, our legislators get citizens and journalists arrested 

Absolute freedom of speech 

• The freedom of speech of citizens is subjected to 
the (1) sovereignty and integrity of the nation, (2) public 
order, (3) friendly relations with foreign states, (4) incitement of an 
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offence or defamation as mentioned in Article 19(2) 

• The ‘sovereign people of India’ have a restricted right to free 
speech but legislatures have an absolute freedom of speech in the 
Houses 

Wide powers given to legislatures by our constitution 

Our legislators have the power to be 

(1) the sole judges to decide what their privileges are, 

(2) what constitutes their breach, and 

(3) what punishment is to be awarded in case of breach 

Why is codification of privileges resisted by our legislatures? 

 Because it would make the privileges subject to fundamental rights and 

hence to judicial scrutiny and evolution of new privileges would not be 

possible 

Comparison with other countiures 

• In British Parliament, Acts and utterances defamatory of 
Parliament or its members are no more treated as privilege 
questions(as in the past) 

• The U.S. House of Representatives has been working smoothly 
without any penal powers for well over two centuries 

• Australia too codified privileges in 1987 

The way forward 

• The Constitution Review Commission headed by Justice M.N. 
Venkatachaliah had also recommended that privileges should be 
defined 

• And set the limits for the free and independent functioning of the 
legislatures 

• There is an urgent need to have a fresh look at the much debated 
question of freedom of press vis-à-vis legislative privileges 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India—Sri 
lanka   

Source—The Hindu (pg8 Targeting trawling) 

News: Sri Lanka’s new legislative amendment prohibits bottom trawling, a 
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destructive fishing practice 

Bottom trawling in the island nation’s territorial waters will now attract 

a two-year prison term and a fine of 50,000 Sri Lankan rupees. 

What is Bottom trawling? 

• The practice, which involves trawlers dragging weighted nets along 
the sea floor, is known to cause great depletion of fishery 
resources 

• If this practice continues to gain ground even among local 
fishermen, the consequences on fishing resources in the contested 
Palk Bay region will be irremediable 

India’s concern about new amendment? 

• The amendment is aimed at curbing local trawlers as well as 
deterring trawlers from Tamil Nadu 

• Sri Lankan fishermen want an immediate end to incursions by 
Indian trawlers, but Tamil Nadu insist on a three-year phase-out 
period.  

• Tamil Nadu fishermen are arrested from time to time by the Sri 
Lankan Navy, and their vessels seized. 

• If more are arrested and slapped with two-year jail terms, as the law 
now envisages, it may create new flashpoints. 

Solution: 

• Solution lies in the transition from trawling to deep sea fishing. 

• The Central and State governments plan to provide 500 deep sea 
fishing boats with long lines and gill nets this year, as part of a 
plan to replace 2,000 trawlers in three years 

• But the question is whether Sri Lanka will wait for this plan to be 
fully implemented before enforcing its bottom trawling ban 

Way forward: Besides the fisheries conflict, they need to discuss marine 

conservation, thus giving equal importance to protecting livelihoods and 

sustainable fishing. 
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GS:1—GEOGRAPHY 

Tourism 
sector  

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg13 Ministry forms panel for cruise tourism) 

News: The Shipping Ministry is setting up a committee to examine cruise tourism 

reforms 

Objectives of the Committee 

The committee will consider a single window system for 

(1) cruise requirements 

(2) dedicated approach road for cruise terminals 

(3) reducing security layer for passengers and other measures 

Other efforts by the Government: The Ministry had hired a global 

consultant to firm up an action plan aimed at facilitating customer-friendly 

and hassle-free logistics process for the cruise tourism industry 

Current Scenario of the cruise tourism in India 

• India’s cruise passengers stood at 1.76 lakh in 2016-17, which was 
merely 0.5% of the global share 

• Domestic cruise passengers are estimated to grow to 1.5 million by 
2031-32 

• Of the 12 major 
ports Mumbai, Goa, Cochin, New Mangalore and Chennai have 
facilities to berth international cruise ships 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

GST 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg13 Gifts worth up to Rs 50K not to be under GST net) 

News:  

• Government said that gifts with value upto Rs 50,000 will not 
attract GST.  

• Also, the services by an employee to the employer in the course of 
or in relation to his employment, neither the supply of goods or 
supply of services, is outside the scope of the new indirect tax 
regime 

• While the GST law does not define gifts, the ministry said for tax 
purposes gift is something that is made without consideration, is 
voluntary in nature and is made occasionally. 

Exemption from GST 

• The exemption includes services that are provided free of charge 
to all the employees by the employer such as free membership of 
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clubs, health and fitness centres, provided appropriate GST was 
paid at the time of procurement by the employer 

• Include benefits such as cars for official use, free meals and other 
similar amenities 

• Therefore GST will have to paid only in exceptional situation 
where gifts are given on voluntary basis, such as Diwali gifts to 
employees and that too if the value is more than Rs 50,000 

• However, ambiguity remains on whether GST is payable if a part 
amount is recovered from the employee for a supply which is 
outside the scope of GST when provided free of charge 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (pg20 Sugar import duty increased to 50% to 

support domestic prices) 

News: The government on Monday raised the import duty on sugar to 50 

per cent from 40 per cent to discourage dumping of cheaper supplies from 

abroad and as local prices stabilise after a spike earlier this marketing year 

The move will improve the ability of sugar mills to pay farmers for their 

supplies of cane, according to the sugar industry 

Relief for producers: 

• The hike in the duty comes as a relief for mills amid slowing 
domestic demand, especially after demonetisation 

• Cost of production is also increased due to high cane prices 

• This will help the sugar industry pay the cane price (fair and 
remunerative price), which has been raised by 11 per cent for the 
marketing year starting October 2017 

Sugar import: 

• In April this year, the government had allowed duty-free imports of 
raw sugar up to five lakh tonnes to improve domestic availability 

• It was due to fear that a drop in domestic output in 2016-17 could 
trigger a spiral in prices to irrational levels 

• This was for the first time since 2012 that imports of sugar under 
the open general license (OGL) was allowed at zero duty, albeit in 
limited quantity 
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GS:2—IR 

 

G20 meeting 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (pg14 Missing in Hamburg) 

Context: 

• At the G-20 summit in Hamburg, Germany, the US was isolated by 
the 19 other members of group who decided to push ahead with 
the Paris Climate Change Pact 

• The communique issued at the end of the two-day meet “re-
affirmed the group’s commitment to the pact” 

• Communique stressed on “affordable, reliable, sustainable and low 
greenhouse gas energy systems” 

No significant departure from Paris pact: 

• Almost immediately after the US ditched the Paris Climate Change 
Agreement, most of the pact’s other signatories had closed ranks 

• Indonesia and Saudi Arabia, which were reportedly considering 
diluting their commitment after the American withdrawal 

• But, they reiterated their support to the deal at Hamburg 

Climate and Energy Action Plan for Growth: 

• The Climate and Energy Action Plan for Growth, released at the end 
of the summit, does not have a roadmap to negotiate one of the 
most fraught aspects of global climate talks: Climate finance 

• It does talk of involving multilateral development banks and 
industry to fund low-carbon initiatives 

What U.S. withdrawal will lead to: 

• The backtracking by the US from the Paris Pact would require other 
countries to raise their climate change mitigation ambitions 

• Canada has scaled up its renewables target, but oil extraction from 
tar sands is adding to the country’s carbon footprint 

• Germany, the world leader in renewables, has announced that it 
will make “climate action a key focus of the G 20 Presidency” 
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Current affair based Question 

 

Q1. The Malabar Exercise 2017 is a trilateral naval exercise between 
a. India, U.S and Australia 
b. India, U.S and Japan 
c. India, U.S and Sri Lanka 
d. India, U.S and China 
 

Answer b 

Q2. ‘AlphaGo’ is often seen in news. It refers to 
a. An artificial intelligence program by DeepMind 
b. The European Space Agency’s test rover that recently crash-landed on the Martian 

surface 
c. The mascot for FIFA U-17 2017 World Cup India 2017 
d. A Birdlife project to save certain critically endangered seabirds from going extinct 
 

Answer a 

 

Q3. Consider the following statements regarding the Amarnath Yatra: 
1. Amarnath’s Shivalinga was discovered in 1850. 
2. Amarnath Temple is more closer to Aksai Chin than PoK. 
Which of the following statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 2 only 
b) Neither 1 nor 2 
c) 1 only 
d) Both are correct 

 

Answer c 

 

Q.4  Which of the following Privileges and immunities are enjoyed by the ‘members of 
Parliament’ individually in India? 
1. Freedom of speech 
2. Freedom from arrest 
3. Exemption from attendance as witnesses 
Select the correct option using the codes given below. 
a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 1 and 3 only 
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c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer d 

 

Q5. Which committee was set up to review of deep-sea fishing Policy and Guidelines? 

a)Meenakumari committee 

b)Madhav Chitale committee 

c)PJ Nayak committee 

d)Madhukar Gupta committee 

Answer a 
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July ‘12th’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Cattle 
controversy 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 SC stays cattle sale rules across nation) 

Context: 

• Union Government’s May 26 notification: banned cattle sale in livestock 

markets for slaughter and religious sacrifices. 

• The rules banned trading in cattle for slaughter at animal markets. The 

rules included buffaloes in their definition of cattle, raising concerns that 

they would jeopardize the buffalo meat export business as the supply 

chain of spent buffaloes will be disrupted. 

• The Central rules drew criticism from various quarters, including 

opposition parties, who argued that they virtually ban the sale of cattle in 

the country.  

News: 

• The Supreme Court stayed the Centre’s May 26 notification. 

• Government’s stance: the government acquiesced that public outcry and 

objections from the States about the law’s impact on livelihoods made it 

realise that the rules need “tweaking”. 

• Additional Solicitor- General P. Narasimha response: the government 

had received a “large number of representations” that “certain aspects” 

of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Regulation of Livestock 

Markets) Rules, 2017 and the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

(Maintenance of Case Property Animals) Act, 2017 were “troubling” and 

threw up some “sensitive” questions about the Central rules. 
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GS:2—POLITY 

 

Cooperative 
society 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg7 Minimum qualifications for coop. societies’ polls) 

News: 

• Rajasthan has become the country’s first State to lay down the minimum 

educational qualifications for contesting elections to village cooperative 

societies and various other cooperative bodies. 

• The State Cooperative Societies Rules, 2003, were amended for the 

purpose and notified on Monday. 

• Qualification: 

o The educational qualifications will range from Class V to Class VIII for 

election as members of governing boards of dairy societies, farming 

societies, consumer societies, weavers’ societies, housing 

construction societies, urban banks, primary land development 

banks, credit societies, salary earners’ societies and cooperative 

unions. 
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GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

Pollution  

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg7 Sensor network to map and predict pollution, 

effluents in Godavari) 

News: 

 

• A group of U.S. researchers is working on a system to map undulating 

pollution trends in the Godavari. 

New approach: 

• Using a mix of methods, including satellite-monitoring, traversing 

stretches of the river to collect water samples and using special sensors 

to measure bacterial and chemical pollution, the researchers are trying to 

develop a cost-effective forecast system. 

• The team’s long-term objective is to be able to inform State officials and 

citizens of a probable spike in, say, levels of dangerous microbes or 

effluents, similar to weather and air pollution forecasts 

• It is to be able to access “raw data” that could be used to inform the 
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efficacy of a proposed faecal sludge treatment plant and whether 

behavioural interventions — including incentives or punishments — to 

restrict activities that pollute the river could actually work. 

• The project measures parameters such as total dissolved salts, nitrate, 

pH, temperature, turbidity and electrical conductivity. These are relayed 

to a website called Thoreau, a wireless sensing network maintained at 

the University of Chicago to map environmental parameters, for analysis. 

Some river attributes such as microbial levels require to be measured in 

laboratories, though the team hopes eventually to be able to use low-

cost sensors that measure them, too, in real time. 

 

 

GS1—CULTURE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg10 India to celebrate Falun Gong) 

In news: 

• Falun Gong, the ancient Chinese holistic system that is banned in China, 

will be celebrated in India on July 15 with a parade and Human Word 

Formation in New Delhi 

About Falun Gong: 

• Falun Gong (literally, “Dharma Wheel Practice” or “Law Wheel Practice”) 

is a Chinese spiritual practice that combines meditation and qigong 

exercises with a moral philosophy centered on the tenets of truthfulness, 

compassion, and forbearance 

• The practice emphasizes morality and the cultivation of virtue, and 

identifies as a qigong practice of the Buddhist school, though its 

teachings also incorporate elements drawn from Taoist traditions. 

Through moral rectitude and the practice of meditation, practitioners of 

Falun Gong aspire to eliminate attachments, and ultimately to achieve 

spiritual enlightenment. 

• Qigong is a holistic system of coordinated body posture and movement, 

breathing, and meditation used for health, spirituality, and martial arts 

training 
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GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 

E-
Marketplac
e 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg13 5 States, a UT sign pact with Centre on e-

Marketplace) 

News: 

• In a spirit of cooperative federalism, 5 States and a Union Territory (UT) 

on Tuesday formally adopted the Centre’s initiative called 

the Government e-Marketplace (GeM) 

• Aim : GeM ensures that public procurement of goods and services in 

India worth more than Rs. 5 lakh crore annually is carried out through the 

online platform for transparency and to eliminate corruption. 

• The States and the UT that signed an MoU with the Centre include 

Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Gujarat, Telangana, Puducherry and Arunachal 

Pradesh. 

• GeM can enhance transparency, efficiency and speed in public 

procurement. 

What is Government e-Marketplace (GeM)? 

• A one stop Government e-Marketplace (GeM) to facilitate online 
procurement of common use Goods & Services required by various 
Government Departments / Organizations / PSUs. 

• GeM aims to enhance transparency, efficiency and speed in public 
procurement. 

• It provides the tools of e-bidding, reverse e-auction and demand 
aggregation to facilitate the government users achieve the best value 
for their money. 

 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 

 

Malnutrition 
issue 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 Mothers as monitors) 

News: 

• There is need to serve ready-to-eat fortified meals to tackle 



 

38 
 

 

 

 

 

malnutrition in the country. 

• India still has an unenviable track record when it comes to tackling 
malnutrition among children and pregnant women. 

• In a country of 1.31 billion people, monitoring food for 
malnourished and starving children is a difficult task 

Two examples from 2 states 

• Bihar’s Bettiah district administration decided to enrol mothers, who 
kept a watch on what their children were fed in mid-day meals at 
school. 

• A similar approach was followed in Thane district of Pune a few years 
ago in the anganwadi centres when Grade III and Grade IV levels of 
stunting on account of malnutrition were reported 

Reason for the poor track record of Mid-day meal scheme: Poorly 

paid anganwadi workers siphoning off rations meant for malnourished 

children and mothers 

Way forward: 

• Improve monitoring of the food served 

• Seek the help of corporates and opening the door to a system of 
contractors. 

About Food Fortification 

• Food fortification refers to “the practice of deliberately 
increasing the content of an essential micronutrient, ie. vitamins and 
minerals  in a food irrespective of whether the nutrients were 
originally in the food before processing or not, so as to improve the 
nutritional quality of the food supply and to provide a public health 
benefit with minimal risk to health 

•  Addition of micronutrients to staples and condiments can prevent 
large-scale deficiency diseases 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Start up 
India  

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg13 Startup India’s slow pace worries Govt) 

News: 

• The Centre is concerned about the minuscule number of start-ups 
becoming eligible for tax benefits under the Startup 
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India programme 

• Only 39 start-ups have qualified for tax sops even 18 months after its 
introduction 

Reason for such less number: 

• Few companies qualified for tax benefits in the initial period as there 
were not many corporate entities incorporated on or after the cut-
off date of April 1, 2016 

• Previously, a ‘letter of recommendation’ was required from an 
incubator/industry association, which was hard to obtain 

• The definition of startups was limited in scope 

Why future looks bright: 

• Recently Government has relaxed norms with respect to start- ups 

• The recent relaxation in norms include doing away with the 
requirement of ‘letter of recommendation’ from an 
incubator/industry association for recognizing a company as a start-
up or for tax benefits 

• The scope of definition of start-ups has been broadened to include 
‘scalability of business model with potential for employment 
generation or wealth creation’ 

 

 
 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

NPA 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (pg21 Loan stress in infrastructure may wipe out 

banks’ entire profits, says RBI) 

News: 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has in a report identified 
infrastructure as a sector that could wipe out entire profits of banks 
recorded in the financial year 2016-17 

• This could happen in the case of severe stress in servicing loans 

• Credit growth to the infrastructure sector has remained negative for 
the past 14 months in a row — from April 2016 

Reason for such slowdown: 
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This is due to a combination of factors: 

• Overall slack in credit disbursement to industry 

• Banks’ reluctance to fund risky long-gestation infrastructure projects 

• Existing loans having turned into non-performing assets (NPAs) 

How was this stress identified: 

• In the Financial Stability Report for January-June period, the RBI 
examined the credit risk arising from exposure to the infrastructure 
sectors — especially power, transport, and telecommunications — 
through a sectoral credit stress test 

• The central bank assumed the gross NPA ratio of the sector to 
increase by a fixed percentage point in order to ascertain the likely 
impact on the banking sector’s profitability 

Present Condition of PSBs: 

• The profitability of the public sector banks (PSBs) dipped sharply in 
past couple of years due to high provisions they had to make for bad 
loans 

• Any further stress in their infrastructure loan portfolio could further 
dent their profitability 

• Large borrowers continued to account for a major chunk of 86.5% of 
the total bad loans 

Steps taken by RBI to resolve this problem: 

• RBI directed banks to refer 12 troubled companies with a combined 
debt of around Rs 2.5 lakh crore for corporate insolvency resolution 
under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 2016 (IBC) 

• Other than these 12 cases, the RBI suggested banks should be 
required to file for insolvency proceedings under the IBC for non-
performing accounts in case they are unable to agree upon a viable 
resolution plan within six months 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Aadhaar 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (pg15 The demonisation of Aadhaar) 

Context: In the article, writer is giving his arguments against the recent 

articles by Aruna Roy and Nikhil Dey, which were published recently in the 

newspaper. According to some intellectuals, Aadhar is leading to large-scale 
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exclusion of the needy and deserving from the benefits of several schemes 

Why is Aadhar’s inclusion necessary in the Government Schemes? 

• Because huge sums of money in welfare schemes meant for poor 
were being siphoned away through ghost entities and duplicates 

• And as a result, genuine beneficiaries suffered 

• Fake PAN and ghost bank accounts and shell companies helped in 
large-scale tax evasion, money laundering and the generation of 
black money 

• Aadhaar was conceptualised to address this malaise and was given 
a statutory basis in 2016 through the enactment of the Aadhaar Act 

• This act enables the government to make Aadhaar mandatory for 
welfare schemes and services 

Is  Aadhaar really responsible for the exclusion of poor beneficiaries? 

• Aadhaar has been given to more than 115 crore people 

• More than 99 per cent adults in the country are covered under it 

• Therefore the Aadhaar Act mandates that not even one person be 
denied benefits because of the lack of Aadhaar 

Protection to those who are unable to authenticate fingerprints 

• The Aadhaar Act also provides statutory protection to those who are 
unable to authenticate fingerprints because their fingers have worn 
with age or other reasons 

• In case a person has difficulty in getting 
his fingerprints authenticated on a machine, he/she can provide a 
copy of his Aadhaar card and receive the benefits till the system is 
rectified 

Proven efficiency of Aadhar 

• Aadhaar has saved the government more than Rs 56,000 
crore during the last three years by removing fakes and duplicates 

• Also, the World Bank’s Digital Dividend Report 2016 has estimated 
that Aadhaar could annually save the central government US $11 
billion(if used in all welfare programmes) 

The way forward 

• We need to be aware that the beneficiaries of the erstwhile leaky 
system would do everything possible to demonise Aadhaar 

• Critics need to understand that Aadhaar is an instrument 
of empowerment and not a tool of exclusion. 
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Current Affair Based Question 

 

Q1. Which of the following constitutes of the Indian Constitution are related to the “Cooperative 

Societies”? 

1. 97th constitutional amendment 

2. Part XI-B 

3. Article 43B  

Select the correct option using the codes given below. 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer d 

 

Q2. Which one among the following statements correctly defines the term Bio-
fortification? 
a) Enrichment of the nutrient quality of the soil using biological agents 
b) Breeding crops to increase their nutritional values 
c) Increase of organo-metallic compounds in the organism through energy flow in an 
ecosystem 
d)Adoption of genetic variable plants for breeding of high yielding varieties 

 

Answer b 

 

Q3.  “GeM” recently in news related to? 
a)National Public Procurement Portal 
b)One of the technology behind Genetic modification 
c)Block chain technology 
d)Centralized Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring System 

 

Answer a 
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Q4. What do you mean by Masala Bond? 
a. Masala bonds are bonds issued outside India but denominated in Indian Rupees. 
b. Masala bonds are bonds issued outside India but denominated in US dollars. 
c. Masala bonds are bonds issued outside India but denominated in UK dollars. 
d. None of the above. 
 
Answer a 
Q5. Consider the statements about Organisation for Economic Co-operation and  
Development (OECD): 
1. It is UN agency. 
2. It’s head quarter is at New York. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
d. None 
 
Answer d 
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July ‘13th’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Bitcoin 

 

 

 

 

 Source—The Hindu (Pg1 Bitcoin trade may come under SEBI) 

In news: 

• The government is considering the introduction of a regulatory regime for 

virtual or crypto currencies, such as Bitcoin, that would enable the levy of the 

Goods and Services Tax on their sale. 

• The new regime may possibly bring their trading under the oversight of the 

stock market regulator, Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI). 

• In India, they are neither legal nor illegal. 

Why such a move? 

• The idea is to treat such currency in a manner similar to gold sold digitally, so 

that it can be traded on registered exchanges in a bid to “promote” a formal 

tax base, while keeping a tab on their use for illegal activities such as money 

laundering, terror funding and drug trafficking. 

Crypto-Currency: Crypto-currency is a digital currency which allows transacting 

parties to remain anonymous while conforming that the transaction is a valid one. 

It is not owned or controlled by any institution – government or private. 

Eg: Bitcoin, Ethereum and Ripple 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-
China 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 India-China trade talks deadlocked) 
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Context: Military standoff in the Doklam area of the India-Bhutan-China tri-

junction.  

In news: 

• Trade talks on issues relating to farm products, between India and China 

remained deadlocked with neither side willing to offer concessions to end the 

impasse. 

• China deferred taking a decision on grant of market access to Indian rice, 

pomegranate, okra and bovine meat, while India opted to stick to its ban on 

imports of apple, pear, milk and milk products from China. 

Key points: 

• India has an alarming trade deficit with China 

• India’s goods trade deficit, which had ballooned to $52.7 billion in 2015-16 

from just $1.1 billion in 2003-04, eased marginally to $51.1 billion in 2016-17. 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Liquor ban 

 

 

 

 Source—The Hindu (Pg10 Arunachal, Andaman and Nicobar Islands get 

exemption from SC highway liquor ban) 

Context: 

• Ban on sale of liquor within 500 metres of National and State Highways. 

• The ban was ordered to prevent drunk driving, one of the major killers 
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plaguing Indian roads. 

In news: 

• The Supreme Court allowed Arunachal Pradesh and Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands to join the club of Sikkim and Meghalaya, both of which enjoy full 

exemption from the court’s ban on sale of liquor within 500 metres of 

National and State Highways. 

• Reason for exemption: 

o The geographical quirks of Arunachal Pradesh and the islands. 

o The north-eastern States of Sikkim and Meghalaya got a full exemption 

from the 500-m no-liquor zone ban after the court took into 

consideration their hilly terrain and also the fact that 82% of its area 

was forest land and over 90% of its liquor shops would be closed if the 

ban was imposed strictly in its original form. 

 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India—
china  

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg12 China sends PLA unit to man overseas base) 

In news: 

 

• China has dispatched People’s Liberation Army (PLA) personnel to man 

its first overseas military base at Djibouti in the strategic Indian Ocean 

region, a move likely to spark concerns in the U.S. 

• It is the first such base being set up by China. The second base is coming 

up in Gwadar, Pakistan, which links up with China through the $50 billion 
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China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. 

• The base will ensure China’s performance of missions, such as escorting, 

peace-keeping and humanitarian aid in Africa and West Asia, the report 

said. 

• The base will also conduct overseas tasks, including military cooperation, 

joint exercises, evacuating and protecting overseas Chinese and 

emergency rescue, as well as jointly maintaining security of international 

strategic seaways. 

 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India—
Bangladesh  

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg13  Nod for Bangladesh JIN pact) 

In news: 

• The Cabinet gave its approval for the Joint Interpretative Notes (JIN) on 

the Agreement between both the nations for the Promotion and 

Protection of Investments. 

• The JIN would impart clarity to the interpretation of the existing 

Agreement between India and Bangladesh for the Promotion and 

Protection of Investments. 

• The JIN includes interpretative notes to be jointly adopted for many 

clauses, including, the definition of investor, definition of investment, 

exclusion of taxation measures, Fair and Equitable Treatment, National 

Treatment and Most Favoured Nation treatment, expropriation, 

essential security interests and Settlement of Disputes between an 

Investor-and a Contracting Party. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/nod-for-bangladesh-jin-pact/article19264947.ece
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GS:2—IR 

 

India-
China 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Game of chicken in the high Himalayas) 

Context: the current stand-off between Indian and Chinese Army 

Why is this not a typical stand-off? 

1. Because the area of discord is unrelated to the India-China territorial 

dispute 

2. The present stand-off is near the India-China-Bhutan tri-junction, and in 

an area where both China and Bhutan(and not India) hold 

competing territorial claims 

Reason behind Indian Army Presence on Sino-Bhutan Border 

3. Indian involvement is aimed to prevent China from changing the status 

quo by building a road on territory claimed by Bhutan 

4. As Bhutan is India’s Closest Ally 

5. Also, India intends to preserve its traditional military advantages in the 

overall Sikkim sector 

Concerns of India and China 

6. For China, it is about “territorial sovereignty” 

7. For India, it is about “security implications” emerging from a potentially 

deeper Chinese foothold in the lower Chumbi valley 

Why is this situation not good for China? 

8. Outbreak of hostilities on the Himalayan border would spoil China’s 

image 

9. And would undermine the internationalism surrounding the Belt and 

Road discourse 

10. It would also fuel anti-Chinese sentiment in India from which both 

Washington and Tokyo would almost certainly profit from 

Possible effect on Sino-Pakistan Relationship 

11. A conflict with India would steer China further towards Pakistan as its 
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sole partner 

Effect of Malabar Exercise 

12. The ongoing Malabar exercises involving the Indian, Japanese and U.S. 

navies in the Indian Ocean offer psychological comfort to India, in the 

current situation of Stand-off 

Possible effects of Sino-Indian Conflict on India’s Neighbors 

13. Except Pakistan, the rest of the neighbourhood would prefer a stable 

India-China equation 

14. Each of India’s neighbours has adopted a dual track foreign policy where 

special or friendly ties with India are supplemented by geo-

economic linkages with China 

15. A Sino-Indian conflict disrupts this triangular dynamic and impels these 

states to make choices they would rather not make 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

Malabar-
2017 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (Making waves) 

Context: 

1. The current week has seen the waters of the Bay of Bengal roiled by 

frothy wakes of warships and submarines of three navies of India, 

Japan and US as their jets streak across the skies 

2. Naval exercises don’t get more complex or sophisticated than  

Historical background of Military exercises held between India and other 

nations: 

3. For the Indian Navy (IN) it has been a long journey from professional 

isolation of the non-aligned era, to being the belle of the Malabar ball 

4. India had been receiving arms supplies from the Soviet Union but they 

never undertook professional interaction or exercises at sea 

5. The IN found itself clinging to outdated NATO doctrines 

6. The US, waiting for disintegration of the USSR, sent its Pacific army 

commander with proposals for military-to-military cooperation in 1991 

7. IN initiated the first ever Indo-US naval drills in May 1992 
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8. These became the precursor for bilateral exercises with the navies of a 

dozen other nations, which have become an annual feature on the IN 

calendar 

Importance of Malabar exercise: 

9. These naval interactions have provided the IN invaluable insights into the 

tactics, doctrines, warfare techniques and best practices of the US Navy 

10. It has also enabled periodic self-assessment, using the world’s most 

powerful navy as a professional yardstick 

11. It is the far-reaching geopolitical impact of these exercises that needs to 

be kept firmly in sight 

12. When the 2007 edition of this bilateral exercise, held off Okinawa, was 

enlarged to accommodate Australia, Singapore and Japan, China issued a 

shrill demarche, conveying its fear and displeasure 

13. In the realm of maritime warfare, the three navies could derive mutual 

benefit from their diverse operational expertise 

What needs to be done further? 

14. Due to China’s sinister intent in acquiring bases in the Indian Ocean, and 

increasingly frequent transit of PLA naval units through our waters, 

cooperation in strategic anti-submarine warfare as well as maritime 

domain awareness deserve top priority 

15. Our navy’s indigenous warship building programme is still heavily reliant 

on key inputs from foreign sources 

16. We must seek help from the advanced US and Japanese military 

industrial complexes to acquire the competence for designing and 

building our own weapons and sensors 

17. The India-Japan-US triad must, now, be elevated to strategic status 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Inflation  

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg13 CPI at 1.54%, below RBI comfort zone) 

News: 

1. Consumer price inflation slipped below the central bank’s lower 

tolerance level (4%) to 1.54% in June and industrial output growth 

decelerated to 1.72% in May 
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2. This reflects the firm and ongoing consolidation of macroeconomic 

stability 

3. The last time we saw such inflation — according to a slightly different CPI 

series (IW) — was in 1999 and before that in August 1978 

Different views about this phenomenon: 

4. Chief Economic Advisor hinted at paradigm shift in the inflationary 

process to low levels of inflation 

5. It is reflected in the large one-sided, and systematic inflation forecast 

errors that have been made 

6. Some Experts believe that It is the outcome of demand and supply 

factors . Demand is subdued and supply is buoyant. That is why there is a 

sharp downward trend. 

Worrying trend: Industrial growth slowing: 

7. The subdued growth in manufacturing is worrying as some of the major 

sectors like capital goods, automobile and textiles have shown degrowth 

8. Growth in the Index of Industrial Production slowed for the second 

consecutive month. 

 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

Climate 
change 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg18 Four ways to shrink your carbon footprint) 

Context 

• Researchers in Sweden have identified the top four things people can 

do to reduce their carbon footprint, but warned these steps are rarely 

promoted in the public sphere. 

Four Actions required: 

• Four actions that could result in substantial decreases in an 

individual’s carbon footprint are: eating a plant-based diet, avoiding 

air travel, living car-free, and having smaller families. 

• A plant-based diet -While eating plant-based diet saves 0.8 tons of 

CO2 equivalent a year. 
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• No airplanes-Avoiding airplane travel saves about 1.6 tons of CO2 

equivalent per trip. 

• Living car-free -Saves about 2.4 tons of CO2 equivalent per year. 

• Smaller families-One less child saves an average of 58.6 tons of CO2-

equivalent emission reductions per year, the report said. 

• Commonly promoted government strategies included changing light 

bulbs and comprehensive recycling but researchers said these steps 

are respectively eight and four times less effective than a plant-based 

diet. 

About Carbon footprint 

• It is the amount of carbon dioxide released into the atmosphere as a 
result of the activities of a particular individual, organization, or 
community. 

• Coal has the largest Carbon footprint ollowed by Oil, Natural Gas and 
Geothermal Energy. 

• The Kyoto Protocol recognizes 6 GHGs and Carbon footprint considers 
all six of the Kyoto Protocol greenhouse gases viz. Carbon dioxide 
(CO2), Methane (CH4), Nitrous oxide (N2O), Hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), 
Perfluorocarbons (PFCs) and Sulphur hexafluoride (SF6) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GS:3—SECURITY 

 

Cyber 
security 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (Incentivising financial sector cybersecurity) 

Context 

• Government made public a report by the working group to set up 

the Computer Emergency Response Team in the Financial 

Sector (Cert-Fin) 

• RBI released guidelines on customer liability in case of unauthorized 

electronic banking transactions. 

Its importance: 
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• They represent different aspects of the cybersecurity problem—

the technical and the economic framework 

• Push for a less-cash economy is increasing the digital density of India’s 

financial services space. 

• The cyberattacks getting audacious 

 Current issues: 

• New Delhi’s response thus far has focused only on the technical 

aspects of the problem 

• There is a risk that Cert-Fin will become deadwood given that sectoral 

regulators RBI, SEBI and IRDA are already working on cybersecurity 

issues. 

• So proper coordination across the sector is necessary. 

• Companies and institutions will rarely expend the resources necessary 

for the collective security needed to protect the sector, until the right 

economic incentives are found. 

No cybersecurity architecture can be foolproof : 

• In case of a complex system, attackers will always have the edge over 

defenders. The number of potential bugs and vulnerable points in any 

system mean that the mathematical odds favour the attackers. 

• No code can be perfect enough to compensate for human error. 

o Example:A bank might have robust cybersecurity architecture, 

but it will still be vulnerable if the systems of other networks 

that carry pertinent information are not secure. 

• In software industry, the more people use a particular software, the 

more valuable it becomes- has led to a “release first, patch later” 

approach 

Guideline on Burden of proof: 

• In case of ATM frauds, in US, burden of proof lay with the 

banks, fared much better than Britain, Norway and the Netherlands, 

where burden of proof lay with the customer. 

• The RBI’s guidelines on customer liability are welcome in this context. 

Need of hour: 

• Data breach disclosure norms, with penalties for failing to do so, 

are  important; 
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• Incentivise financial institutions to swiftly report cyberattacks instead 

of keeping mum to avoid reputation loss, regulatory intervention and 

liability. Many countries have such norms, but India does not. 

• Address the issues such as regulatory burden and the negative 

effects of heavy-handed liability laws. 
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Current affair based question 

Q1. There is a Carbon Footprint if a process releases: 

1.Carbon dioxide (CO2) 

2.Methane (CH4) 

3.Nitrous oxide (N2O) 

4.Hydro fluorocarbons (HFCs) 

Select the correct option using the codes given below. 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 & 2 only 

c) 1, 2 & 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 & 4 

Answer d 

Q2. With reference to ‘Bitcoins’, sometimes seen in the news, which of the following statements 

is/are correct? 

1. Bitcoins are tracked by the Central Banks of the countries. 

2. Anyone with a Bitcoin address can send and receive Bitcoins from anyone else with a Bitcoin 

address. 

3. Online payments can be sent without either side knowing the identity of the other. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer b 

Q3. The Supreme Court has allowed some States/Union territories the full exemption from the 

SC’s ban on sale of liquor within 500 metres of National and State Highways. 

Which of the following States/Union territories come under the list of those states? 

1. Arunachal Pradesh 

2. Sikkim 

3. Andaman and Nicobar 

4. Megahalaya 

5. Nagaland 

Select the correct option using the codes given below. 

a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

b) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

c) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

d) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

Answer a 

Q4. The Great Red spot is associated with which planet? 



 

56 
 

a. Mars 
b. Jupiter 
c. Venus 
d. Uranus 
 Answer b 

Q5. Santhara is a religious ritual related to ___? 
a. Jain 
b. Saiva 
c. Sakta 
d. Vaishnava 
 

Answer a 
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July ‘14th’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

NGT 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 Tribunal prohibits dumping of waste near Ganga 

banks) 

News: 

National Green Tribunal (NGT) orders:  

• Area of 100 metres from the edge of the Ganga between Haridwar and 

Unnao has been declared a ‘No Development Zone’. 

• Prohibited dumping of waste within 500 metres of the river. 

• An environment compensation of Rs. 50,000 will be imposed on anyone 

dumping waste in the river. 

• Directed the Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand governments to formulate 

guidelines for religious activities on the ghats of the Ganga and its 

tributaries. 

Other orders by NGT 

• The authorities concerned should complete projects, including a sewage 

treatment plant and cleaning of drains, within two years. 

• The Uttar Pradesh government is duty-bound to shift tanneries, within 

six weeks, from Jajmau in Kanpur to leather parks in Unnao or any other 

place it considers appropriate 

• All industrial units in the catchment areas of the Ganga should be 

stopped from indiscriminate groundwater extraction. 

• No in-stream mechanical mining is permitted and even the mining on the 

floodplain should be semi-mechanical and preferably more manual. 
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Setting up of Supervisory panel: 

• The court also appointed a supervisory committee, headed by the 

Secretary of the Water Resources Ministry and comprising IIT professors 

and officials of the Uttar Pradesh government, to oversee 

implementation of the directions passed in its verdict. 

• The committee is to submit reports at regular intervals. 

 

GS:2-- GOVERNANCE 

 

Domestic 
Workers 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 It’s not help, it’s work) 

Context: The necessity of a legislation to regulate domestic work 

Issues wrt Domestic Workers 

• No other category of workers is required to register themselves with 
the police, as is done by the domestic workers 

• 93% of the workforce in India is in the unorganised sector and 
therefore beyond the purview of most labour laws and domestic 
workers are not even recognised as workers 

• Their work like  cooking, cleaning, dish-washing, baby-sitting is not 
recognised as work by the state 

Laws for Domestic helpers 

India has only two laws that, in a roundabout way, recognize domestic helps 

as workers 

(1)The Unorganised Workers’ Social Security Act, 2008, (UWSSA) and 

(2) the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition 

and Redressal) Act, 2013 

• While the former is a social welfare scheme, the latter is aims to 
protect working women in general. Neither of 
these recognises domestic helps as rights-bearing workers 

About National Policy for Domestic Workers 

• This policy calls for promoting awareness of domestic work as 
a “legitimate labour market activity” 

• Also it recommends amending existing labour laws to ensure that 
domestic workers enjoy all the labour rights that other workers do 
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Other problems associated with the domestic workers 

• Neither the Maternity Benefits Act nor the Minimum Wages Act or 
any of the scores of other labour laws apply to domestic work 

• Domestic workers can be hired and fired at will 

• The employer has no legally binding obligations 

About Unorganised Workers’ Social Security Act 2008: 

• Unorganised Workers’ Social Security Act 2008 is an Act of the 
Parliament of India enacted to provide for the social security and 
welfare of the unorganised workers(meaning home-based workers, 
self-employed workers or daily-wage workers) 

• The act provides for constitution of National Social Security Board at 
the Central level which shall recommend formulation of social 
security schemes viz life and disability cover, health and maternity 
benefits, old age protection and any other benefit as may be 
determined by the Government for unorganised workers 

• As a follow up to the implementation of the Act, the National Social 
Security Board was set up on 18 August 2009 

About The Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, 

Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013 

• The Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, 
Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013 is a legislative act in India that 
seeks to protect women from sexual harassment at their place of 
work 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Employment  

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg13 PM’s task force recommends scrapping 5-yearly job 

survey) 

News: The Prime Minister-appointed task force has recommended that 

traditional Employment-Unemployment Surveys carried out by the 

National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) every five years be scrapped 

The panel has instead suggested a new periodic labour force survey to 

provide estimates of labour force, employment, unemployment, nature of 

employment and industry 

Other recommendations: 
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• Special urban module: To get more frequent employment trends 
data, an urban module of this survey will be updated every quarter 

• Currently, job estimates are derived from Quarterly Enterprise 
Surveys, conducted by Labour Bureau to measure employment in 
eight broad sectors of industry and services 

• Time use survey: A time use survey should also be conducted at 
three year intervals to provide data on time spent in various 
occupations and non-market activities 

• The survey will help track how time spent by households has been 
changing and measure women’s participation in unpaid work 

• Centre can tap the GST Network database as a sample frame for a 
new annual survey of enterprises 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-China-
Nepal 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (Nepal to soon get internet services from China, 

India’s monopoly to end: Report) 

News: Nepal is scheduled to get Chinese internet services from August 

ending India’s monopoly over the same 

• With Chinese firms offering services, Nepali people will now have 
alternatives to choose from alongside Indian firms 

Concern for India: 

• Currently, the tiny Himalayan country accesses internet using Indian 
bandwidth 

• China linking Nepal with optical fibre cables is seen as yet another 
attempt to ratchet up its presence in the south Asia region 
challenging India 

•  India has already made its opposition clear to the economic corridor 
it is building in Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir (PoK) apart from the Belt 
and Road Initiative 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-
Srilanka 

Source—The Indian Express (Healing The Sea) 

Context: Sri Lanka’s amendment to Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 

Act prohibits bottom trawling, a destructive fishing practice 
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• It will have an impact on the conflict between Indian Tamil 
fishermen and the fishermen of Northern Sri Lanka who fish in 
the Palk Bay, a highly productive but spatially limited marine 
ecosystem 

What is the fishing conflict in the Palk bay? 

• During the ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka’s northern 
districts, Colombo had prohibited all coastal fishing to curb the 
LTTE’s naval prowess. 

• In this situation, the Indian fishermen in the Palk Bay expanded their 
trawler fleet and made risky fishing ventures into Sri Lanka’s 
Exclusive Economic Zone 

• Their clashes with the Sri Lankan Navy often resulted in the 
impounding of trawlers, arrests and jail terms for fishermen. 

• When the civil war in Sri Lanka ended in 2009 and fishermen of 
northern Sri Lanka set out to restart their lives, they found 
the coastal ecosystem significantly damaged. 

• It was attributed to incessant bottom trawling by Indian fishers 

• Despite requests were made to their Tamil brethren in India to stop 
this manner of fishing, it yielded hardly any results. 

• Politicians and fishermen were unwilling to give up trawling due to 
large profits. 

Bottom-trawling 

• Fishing technique where a heavy bag-shaped net is dragged along 
the sea bottom using a mechanically powered boat. 

• It was originally applied in fishing nations in the temperate waters 

• It introduced in Asian tropical waters on a commercial scale after 
World War II 

Then how it became so popular in India? 

• It became popular by the Indo-Norwegian Fisheries Project in 1950s 
in Keralato take advantage of the demand for prawns in the 
international market 

• Trawling could “plough out” prawns from their marine habitats at the 
sea bottom and results in manifold increase in output. 

• The need for large investment and the huge profit potential of prawn 
exportssaw new capital entering marine fisheries 

• Because of Foreign exchange earnings it got state support. 

Why trawling is more destructive in tropical waters 
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• Trawling was developed in the temperate marine waters, which are 
home to fewer species. Inter-species interactions are limited there, 
while each species is available in millions of tonnes. In such an 
ecological context, trawling is not overly destructive. 

• In tropical marine waters, there are thousands of species, exhibiting 
phenomenal inter-species interactions, but each in limited 
quantities. 

• Trawls used in such a milieu damage the ecosystem 

Way forward 

• Bold measure will be a source of healing for the marine 
ecosystem and a blessing for the small-scale fishers on both sides. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (When DNA is the new hard drive) 

News 

• Scientists store film clip in hereditary unit, where it can be retrieved 

at will and multiplied indefinitely 

• It is now the first movie ever to be encoded in the DNA of a living 

cell. 

• Astonishing example of the genome’s potential as a vast storage 

device. 

 Gene editing technique 

• The vast chains of DNA in each cell are made of just four molecules —

 adenine, guanine, thymine and cytosine — arranged in enormously 

varied configurations. 

• The geneticists ended up with a sequence of DNA molecules that 

represented the entirety of the film. 

• Then they used a powerful new gene editing technique, Crispr, to 

slip this sequence into the genome of a common gut bacteria, coli. 

• Despite the modification, the bacteria thrived and multiplied. 

• The film stored in the genome was preserved intact with each new 

generation of progeny 

About CRISPR/CAS9 

• It is a new gene-editing technology that promises to revolutionize the 

genetics field. 
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• Using this technology, genes of any living organism can be edited at a 

faster and cheaper rate than the present technologies. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (USIBC plans to break free from Chamber) 

News:  

• The U.S. India Business Council (USIBC) has decided to delink from 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and function as 
an autonomous entity 

• MasterCard, Pepsi, Lockheed Martin, Boeing and Federal Express are 
on the board that decided that the USIBC must maintain its policy 
and financial autonomy in the face of Chamber of Commerce 
interference 

More about the USBIC 

• The U.S.-India Business Council (USIBC) was formed in 1975 as a 
business advocacy organization to enlighten and encourage the 
private sectors of both India and United States to enhance 
investment flows 

• The organization serves as a direct link between business and 
Government leaders, resulting in increased trade and investment to 
strengthen ties between the two nations 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 Is CBI the handmaiden of the government?) 

LEFT VIEWPOINT: 

1. Concern: The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) acts largely at the 
behest of the government of the day and this becomes quite obvious from 
the things done and not done. 

2. Evidence: 

• Take the cases of Mulayam Singh Yadav or Mayawati. Whenever the 
government wanted to put pressure on them, the CBI was used to pursue 
the case of disproportionate assets against them. 

• Similar questions will be asked about the current raids on Lalu Prasad —
specially the timing and the manner in which the raids are being 
conducted. 

3. Question raised: whether the CBI acts or not depends on the political will 
of its master.  

4. Need for autonomy: 
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• The movement against corruption, or the Lokpal movement, had made a 
plain argument when it sought the delinking of the CBI from the 
administrative control of the government.  

• In that as long as the government of the day has the power to transfer and 
post officials of its choice in the CBI, the investigating agency will not enjoy 
autonomy and will be unable to investigate cases freely. 

• Then again, there are instances of corrupt officers in the CBI who become 
pliable in the hands of the government. 

•  The CBI has to be placed under an independent body.  

• The CBI, Income Tax Department and the Enforcement Directorate are 
three instruments which the government has used for political purposes 
and the pressure they apply is always by way of inaction. 

 

RIGHT VIEWPOINT: 

1. General analysis: Institutions are created in response to certain situations. 
There are times when the responses are in furtherance of a political 
agenda and there are times when responses reflect the genuine desire to 
deal with a situation. In either case, institutions need to be upgraded and 
modernised. 

2. Evidence: 

• The Police Act of 1861 was passed with a political objective — to uphold 
the imperial interests of the British Empire and create an agency which 
would be at the beck and call of the masters and carry out their orders, 
right or wrong, legal or otherwise.  

• During World War II, the Government of India realised that the vast 
increase in expenditure because of the war effort had provided 
opportunities to unscrupulous elements to indulge in bribery and 
corruption.  

• The police and other law enforcement agencies, it was felt, were not in a 
position to cope with the situation.  

• An executive order was therefore passed in 1941, setting up the Special 
Police Establishment (SPE) in the then Department of War.  

• In 1946, the government passed the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act, 
expanding its functions to cover all departments.  

• With the passage of time, more and more cases came to be entrusted with 
the SPE.  

• In 1963, through a resolution, the government metamorphosed the SPE 
into the CBI, under the Ministry of Personnel.  

• It has since gradually evolved into a multifaceted, multidisciplinary 
investigating agency. 

3. Allegation put on CBI: 

• it is sad that even now the CBI continues to disappoint the people 
whenever it deals with cases against the powerful”.  

• The Supreme Court [in 2013] called it a “caged parrot”.  

• The criticism is valid, but can we hold the CBI responsible for that? 
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Successive committees at different periods of time suggested changes in 
the composition and structure of the CBI. 

• As far back as 1978, the L.P. Singh Committee recommended the 
“enactment of a comprehensive central legislation to remove the 
deficiency of not having a central investigative agency with a self-sufficient 
statutory charter of duties and functions”.  

• The 19th report of the parliamentary standing committee (2007) 
recommended that a separate Act should be promulgated for the CBI “in 
tune with the requirements of the time to ensure credibility and 
impartiality”.  

• The 24th report of the parliamentary standing committee (2008) was of 
the unanimous opinion that “the need of the hour is to strengthen the CBI 
in terms of legal mandate, infrastructure and resources”.  

• It is unfortunate that none of these recommendations were acted upon. 
4. Question raised: Who is to blame then? The government or the CBI? 

• It is unfair to blame the organisation when it is not given the required legal 
mandate, when it is not provided with the requisite manpower and 
financial resources.  

• It is true that some of the recent Directors of the CBI brought a bad name 
to the organisation, but the truth of the matter is that in their cases the 
selection process was subverted or tweaked and protégés of influential 
politicians posted.  

• The fault is not so much of the organisation as of the people who shape its 
structure and define its powers. 

 

Centre viewpoint: 

1. Analysis: The CBI has made its mark as an independent, objective and fair 
investigation agency over the years. It has won the confidence of the 
public, judiciary and media, resulting in a frequent demand that it 
investigate sensitive and complex cases, especially of corruption among 
the upper echelons of public service. 

2. Salient feature of CBI 

• The high standards and fair play in investigation have been the result of 
time-tested internal controls laying emphasis on collection of evidence, its 
objective evaluation, and freedom to record an independent and honest 
opinion by different ranks as regards prosecutability of an accused or 
otherwise. The status of an accused or his affiliation to a particular 
organisation has not been of any importance for investigation. 

• It has been well recognised that it is the quality, calibre and 
professionalism of personnel that make the CBI what it has come to signify. 
In order to maintain the standards, the leaders of yesteryear ensured that 
officers having experience of working in the CBI were inducted in senior 
supervisory positions. Whenever there was a deviation from the standards 
set or someone was accused of dishonesty, remedial action was initiated 
and a review made to improve the internal control mechanism. 
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3. The CBI’s image did suffer a setback in the last few years: 

• The organisation faced its first major challenge when it was accused of 
inertia in its probe against the high dignitaries in Jain hawala diaries case 
[of the 1990s].  

4. WAY FORWARD: 

• sticking to its time-tested internal procedures and compliance to the 
tenets of rule of law.  

• The present leadership, no doubt, has an onerous responsibility to bring 
back the past glory by ensuring that the CBI remains above all influence 
and works as per the law. 

• To ensure that the CBI is a robust, independent and credible investigation 
agency, there is an urgent need to work out a much more transparent 
mechanism for selection of the Director and induction of officers on 
deputation.  

• The tenure of the Director needs to be enhanced, terms of officers made 
sacrosanct and the CBI given reasonable financial and administrative 
autonomy if it has to live up to its motto of ‘Industry, Impartiality and 
Integrity’. 

 

 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 Inflation conundrum) 

 

1. Issue: The latest Consumer Price Index data show headline retail inflation 
has decelerated to a record low of 1.54% in June. 

2. Data: Core inflation, which strips out the relatively volatile food and fuel 
prices, has also trended lower and eased below 4% for the first time in at 
least five years. 

3. What is expected: led to calls for the RBI to support economic growth by 
cutting interest rates. Economists, including Chief Economic Adviser Arvind 
Subramanian, have openly questioned the assumptions made by the 
majority of the members of the RBI’s Monetary Policy Committee with 
regard to prices and have urged a reboot of the policy rationale. 

4. Reason: the latest industrial output data from May reflecting weaknesses 
in key sectors like capital goods and consumer durables, the reasoning 
behind demands for monetary action that could help spur both investment 
and consumer demand is evident.  

5. Concern: Others have also flagged concerns about “deflationary trends” 
and the risks of relying too heavily on forecasting models. 

6. Challenge before MPC (also, reason for not reducing policy rates): 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/june-retail-inflation-at-historic-low/article19264485.ece
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• the data pose a conundrum that is going to test their sagacity. 

•  For one, the beneficial base effect will begin to reverse after peaking in 
July.  

• Also, the majority of the risks to the inflation outlook that the committee’s 
participants had flagged collectively and individually at the last meeting in 
June, when they had opted to sit pat while retaining a neutral stance, are 
still largely relevant and yet to play out. 

• The impact from the July 1 introduction of the Goods and Services Tax, for 
instance, will begin to feed into prices only over the coming months — 
based on the initial anecdotal trends in the prices of various services, there 
could be upward pressure on core inflation.  

• Similarly, the payment of increased allowances under the Seventh Central 
Pay Commission’s award, which came into effect from the beginning of this 
month, could also start to transmit into price gains.  

• Fiscally expansive measures taken by several State governments to address 
farmers’ demands for debt relief could pose a “tail risk” by triggering 
generalised inflation over time.  

• And the restoration of the health of the banking sector, a key caveat for 
ensuring effective transmission of monetary policy, is as yet far from being 
close to a fruitful outcome.  

• Ultimately, the RBI will have to weigh whether the current trend in 
inflation is likely to remain durable enough for it to make a move that 
doesn’t end up proving to be a costly error in the long run. 
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Current affair based question 

Q1. CRISPR?CAS9 recently in news related to 

a)Gene-editing 

b) Long Range Surface-to-Air Missile 

c) smallest star in the universe 

d) Supercluster of galaxies 

Answer a 

Q2. Which of the following states of India do not touch the borders of Nepal? 

1. Sikkim 

2. West Bengal 

3. Bihar  

Select the correct option using the codes given below. 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 only 

d) All of the above states touch Nepal Borders of Nepal 

Answer d 

Q3. Recently, a team of Indian scientists has discovered a previously unknown thing in space. its is 

named ‘Saraswati’ by the India Scientists. What is ‘Saraswati’ exactly? 

a) Star 

b) Supercluster of Galaxies 

c) Earth like planet 

d) Comet 

Answer b 

 

Q4. The recent decision of the National Green Tribunal to declare a ‘No 
Development Zone’ along a stretch of River Ganga extends from-to 

a) Haridwar-Unnao 

b) Kanpur-Allahabad 

c) Varanasi-Begusarai 

d) Bijnor-Patna 
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Q5. Which of the following are data sources for estimates on employment growth 
in India? 

1. Labour Bureau 
2. National Sample Survey 
3. Annual Survey of Industries 
4. Census 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

c) 1 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
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July ‘15th’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

 

Space 

 

 

 

 

 

 Source—The Hindu (Pg5 Saraswati, a supercluster of galaxies) 

In news: 

• Saraswati- a massive supercluster of galaxies discovered by a 

group of Indian astronomers. 

• The supercluster is about 4 billion light years away and spreads 

over a “great wall” about 600 million light years across. This makes 

it one of the largest superclusters to be discovered and also the 

furthest. 

Galaxies discovered till now: 

• The first supercluster of galaxies, the Shapley Supercluster, was 

discovered in 1989. 

• The second, the Sloan Great Wall in 2003. 

• The Milky Way galaxy is part of the Laniakea Supercluster, which 

was discovered in 2014. 

Clumpy universe: 

• The structure of the universe is not a homogeneous distribution of 

matter. 

• It is clumpy with galaxies forming clusters and these in turn 

forming superclusters. 

• There are thin “filaments” that connect galaxies, forming a cosmic 

web, and there are large voids in between.The current belief is 

that infant galaxies form in these filaments and then drift to the 

intersections of the filaments where they grow. 

• Dark matter and dark energy are invoked to explain the structure 
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of the universe. Dark matter, being massive, binds together the 

universe while dark energy, exciting the surrounding space, drives 

it apart; the balance of the two effects helps in maintaining the 

universe in its present form. 

Ligt year 

• A light year is the distance travelled by light in one year. 

What are galaxy clusters? How big are they? 

• Galaxies are like the building blocks of the universe, they contain a 

huge number of stars, something like 100 billion at a count. Galaxy 

groups can have three to 20 galaxies, the richest systems are called 

clusters (like the Virgo cluster) which can have several hundred 

galaxies. 

• Superclusters are clusters of clusters. They can have as few as two 

clusters, and superclusters with two to four clusters are common. 

Saraswati has 42. 

• Within superclusters, clusters are connected by filaments and 

sheets of dark matter with galaxies embedded in them. 

• It is supposed that the galaxies are born in the filaments and then 

migrate towards the intersection of the filaments where they are 

assimilated into clusters. 

What are superclusters? 

• These are the largest coherent structures seen in the universe. 

Firstly there are clusters of galaxies together with associated gas 

and dark matter. Large groups of such clusters, linked by filaments, 

separated by voids together form the superclusters. Though 

initially a supercluster was used to describe groups of two-four 

clusters, now it is understood that much larger superclusters, 

comprising clusters that number an order of magnitude higher, 

exist. The first such large supercluster to be discovered was the 

Shapley supercluster. 

How does the Saraswati supercluster compare with the Milky Way? 

• The newly discovered Saraswati supercluster is 600 million light 

years across. The Milky Way is 150,000 light years across. 

Where does the supercluster Saraswati lie in the sky? 
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• The supercluster Saraswati lies in the Stripe 82 of the Sloan Digital 

Sky Survey. It is about 4000 million light years away from us. It is in 

the constellation of Pisces. 

What is “Stripe 82 region of SDSS”? 

• SDSS stands for the Sloan Digital Sky Survey. This is an ambitious 

plan to make a digital 3D map of the universe. Started in 2000, it 

has, over eight years, mapped more than a quarter of the sky. It 

has mapped nearly 930,000 galaxies. The SDSS has found nearly 50 

million galaxies so far. 

What is the significance of this discovery? Is there a puzzle posed by 

the discovery of Saraswati? 

• Spotting a supercluster which is 4000 million light years away 

means that you are looking at light that has come in from four 

billion years ago. This is because a light year is the distance 

travelled by light in one year. Since the universe is believed to be 

13.8 billion years old, this means we are looking at light from when 

the universe was about 10 billion years old, just about 70% of its 

present age. 

• This poses a puzzle. According to present theories, it is difficult for 

such a huge galaxy to have formed so early in the universe’s 

lifetime. 

 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-EU 

 

 

 

 

 

 Source—The Hindu (Pg11 EU, India set up fund for investments) 

In news: 

• European Union (EU) and India announced the establishment of 

an Investment Facilitation Mechanism (IFM) for EU investments in 

India. 

• The mechanism will allow for a close coordination between the 

European Union and the Government of India with an aim to 

promote and facilitate EU investment in India. 



 

73 
 

 Objective 

• The IFM has been established with the key objectives of paving the 

way for identifying and solving problems faced by EU companies 

and investors with regard to their operations in India. 

• The IFM is also going to serve as a platform for discussing general 

suggestions from the point of view of EU companies and investors 

with regard to ease of doing business in India 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-japan-us 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 Malabar drills aim at giving regional security, says 

Japan) 

Trilateral Naval exercise, Malabar 2017 

• The trilateral Naval exercise, Malabar 2017, involving India, the 

U.S. and Japan, is strategically very important and meant to 

maintain the rule of law and maritime security in the region. 

• It is for safeguarding peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific 

region” and there could be more exchanges involving ground 

and air forces and an exchange of personnel in various areas. 

Asia-Africa Growth Corridor project 

• Envisaging an India-Japan collaboration in Africa 

• For a free and open Indo-Pacific region and to make this region 

more inter-connected and prosperous. 

• It is not particularly counter-balancing to some initiative such 

as China’s Belt and Road project, 

• This nitiative is important for prosperity and security of this 

region 

• India has vast experience, network in eastern part of Africa 

and Japan have good technology and financing to support 

African development. 

• Japan has been working with Indian officials and businessmen 

for “a concrete development plan” in Africa. 

Recent takeaways 
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• Civil nuclear agreement, signed between the two countries last 

year, given the Diet’s approval. 

• Japanese investors in India were “very happy” with roll out of 

the GST 

 

GS:3—SECURITY 

 

Money laundering 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 APG meet on money laundering in Colombo) 

• Agenda:  

• Policy frameworks on checking terror financing will be one of the 

issues to be taken at the Asia Pacific Group (APG) on Money 

Laundering meet, in which representatives of 41 countries, including 

India, are expected to participate in Colombo  

• At the meeting, the Financial Action Task Force’s (FATF) initiatives on 

curbing money laundering and terror funding in different parts of the 

world will also be discussed.  

• The Indian agencies have taken strong measures and registered 

several terror financing cases in the recent past. 

• The issue had been taken up in June at the FATF Plenary in Spain, 

where a report on Pakistan’s role was discussed. 

About APG: 

• APG is the FATF-style regional body for the Asia/Pacific region. 

• It is an inter-governmental (international) organisation founded in 

1997 in Bangkok, Thailand. 

• The APG consists of 41 member jurisdictions and a number of 

observer jurisdictions and international/regional observer 

organisations. 

• Under the APG’s Terms of Reference membership is available for 

jurisdictions with a presence in the Asia/Pacific region who commit 

to the policy objectives of the organisation including undergoing a 

mutual evaluation (peer review) to determine the level of 

compliance of the member with the international standards 

against money laundering and terrorist financing. 

• The APG has two Co-Chairs: one permanent and one two-year 

term rotating Co-Chair. The permanent Co-Chair is Australia and 
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the current rotating Co-Chair is Sri Lanka. 

• The APG secretariat is located Sydney, Australia. 

• Jurisdictions that join the APG, either as members or as observers, 

must commit to implement the international standards against 

money laundering, the financing of terrorism and proliferation 

financing (WMD), in particular the Recommendations of the 

Financial Action Task Force (FATF). 

 

GS:1—GEOGRAPHY 

 

Larsen C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg6 Adrift at sea) 

Issue: calving of a trillion-ton iceberg from the Larsen C Ice Shelf in 

Antarctica 

Did a warming atmosphere have a significant impact on the process? 

: 

No, Scientists from Project MIDAS, 

a U.K.-based Antarctic research 

project, have said the formation of 

icebergs is natural, and no link to 

human-induced climate change 

was available in this case. 

Previous case: Researchers said in 

2003 that Antarctic Peninsula ice 

shelves retreated each year since 

1980 by about 300 sq.km. This 

erosion has been interspersed by 

two previous collapses of smaller 

ice shelves, Larsen A in 1995 and 

Larsen B in 2002, the latter 

providing strong evidence of 

subsequent accelerated glacier 

flow into the sea. 

Yes, Antarctica is a climate 

stabilising factor, and the 

importance of the marine 

West Antarctic ice sheet was 

highlighted by U.S. scientists 

over four decades ago. In the 

context of rising emissions 

from the burning of fossil 

fuels, a cautionary note was 

sounded, on warming seas 

hastening the melting of the 

shelves that hold its great 

mass. Indeed, the point made 

was that except for man-made 

causes, there was no 

anticipated factor in the 

natural geological cycle that 

would disturb Antarctica. 

 

The impact of such a loss on the stability of the ice shelf itself may not 
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be benign:  

• Sea level rise: If it disintegrate, glaciers normally feeding into 
the floating shelf may have nothing to restrain them, and could 
then contribute to sea level rise, possibly at a slow rate. 

• Loss of biodiversity: Among the stark effects of changes could 
be a shift in biodiversity: species like emperor penguins which 
depend on sea ice to complete their life cycle are at risk if ice 
cover declines. 

• Irreversible change: Any dramatic changes will only add to the 
worry of irreversible effects of climate change, given that the 
Arctic and Greenland have also been losing ice cover.  

Way forward: 

• Newer satellite technologies will be utilised in the study of the 
fragile peninsular region and Antarctica as a whole. 

• Yet, the lack of long-term data on Antarctica, as opposed to 
other regions, makes it difficult to arrive at sound conclusions. 
What is clear is that the last pristine continent should be left 
well alone, with a minimum of human interference, even as 
research efforts are intensified to study the impact of human 
activities in the rest of the world on this wilderness. 

 

GS:2—EDUCATION 

 

NEET 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg6 Unsurprising verdict) 

News: The Madras High Court verdict striking down the Tamil Nadu 

government order that had earmarked 85% of seats in undergraduate 

medical and dental courses for students from the State Board 

Reason for the above move: Once it was laid down by law as well as 

by the Supreme Court that the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test 

will be the sole basis for admission to medical courses, it was unlikely 

that any court would have allowed a classification of students based 

on the stream through which they passed their higher secondary 

examinations. On the other hand, the only way out for the State was 

to get its legislation for an exemption from NEET approved by the 

President i.e. article 242(2). 

TN’s admission policy before NEET: Tamil Nadu had abolished 

entrance tests in 2006, and since then has been admitting students 

based on their marks in the qualifying school examination. 
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Concern: Tamil Nadu’s apprehensions about NEET merit 

consideration.  

• NEET would be insurmountable for students from rural and 
underprivileged backgrounds and those who cannot afford 
coaching centres is real. 

• the government may not get committed doctors to serve in 
rural areas if most of the seats are cornered by CBSE students. 
According to the government, if a NEET-based merit list is 
drawn up, 72% of medical seats in government colleges and 
government quota seats in private colleges would go to CBSE 
school students. 

Advantage of TN’ current recruitment policy: Tamil Nadu is able to 

run its network of hospitals efficiently mainly because of a recruitment 

policy that gives weightage to service candidates in post-graduate 

medical admissions. 

Way forward: 

• The State government upgrade its educational standards so 
that the students master the demanding NEET syllabus. 

• NEET may be an answer to rampant commercialisation of 
medical education, but it should not be at the cost of the 
government’s socio-economic goals. 

• The political leadership at the Centre as well as in the States 
would do well to work together to evolve a flexible admission 
policy that gives some leeway to the States and meets the 
triple goals of fairness, transparency and freedom from 
exploitation in admissions. 

 

GS:1—ART & CULTURE 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (Let’s talk to the Book) 

Context 

1. The article is about Ramanuja, the great Vaishnava theologian 

who reinvented and revitalised Hinduism 

2. And Martin Luther’s triggering of the Protestant Reformation 

which fundamentally reshaped Christianity 

3. This year marks the 1,000th birth anniversary of Ramanuja and 

the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s 
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Ramanuja’s role in Srirangam Mutt 

4. When he became head of the Srirangam Mutt, Ramanuja 

inherited a theological tradition that had championed 

the Pancaratra Agamas 

What are Agamas? 

5. The Agamas sanctioned image worship and inclusive temple-

based rituals that women and lower caste believers could 

participate in 

Other things done by Ramanuja 

6. He organised the daily pujas and annual festival cycle at the 

Srirangam Ranganatha temple in line with Agamic norms 

7. This broadened the temple’s constituency to include 

rising peasant castes and women 

8. Ramanuja profoundly reinvented Hinduism in response to 

societal conditions of the 11th century 

What was the Lutheran revolution? 

9.  The Lutheran revolution was the idea that Christians should 

themselves read the Bible rather than have it presented to 

them by their priests 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 

Housing For All By 
2022: 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (With demand-supply gap shrinking, affordable 

housing segment set to grow) 

 

Demand-Supply gap shrinking 

1. Affordable housing schemes are on a growth curve in 2017 

2. Huge demand in housing segments is being met with increasing 

supply 

Strange thing in the housing sector 
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3. In housing sector, massive demand and massive unsold 

residential inventory is co-existing 

4. Why: This is the result of pricing mismatch 

Governments Efforts under the ‘Housing for All by 2022’ 

5. The government is collaborating with private builders and 

developers under a public-private partnership (PPP) model to 

make ‘Housing for All by 2022’ 

Other efforts by the government 

6. The government has provided 39 per cent higher allocations for 

affordable housing development vis-à-vis FY17 under 

the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) 

7. It has also extended the Credit Linked Subsidy Scheme to loans 

of value up to Rs 12 lakh 

8. Government policies like the Real Estate Regulatory Authority 

(RERA) have infused fresh buyer confidence into the realty 

sector 

9. The most important decision by government is that it a has 

granted infrastructure status to affordable housing 

Observation of ICRA  

10. According to the ICRA, the affordable housing segment in India 

is set to grow at a faster pace than the rest of the real estate 

sector 

11. Also, it will be the key growth driver for the Indian mortgage 

finance market 

Positive things that are coming in the affordable  Housing sector 

12. The segment has lost its “down market” label and become a 

serious and respectable business sector for developers 

13. It is a given that the demand-supply gap is huge, but the fact is 

that it is narrowing visibly for the first time in several decades 
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Q1. Recently, India has announced the establishment of an Investment Facilitation Mechanism 

(IFM) for Investment in India with 

a) SAARC Countries 

b) ASEAN 

c) USA 

d) EU 

Answer d 

 

Q2. The Antarctic Peninsula is a branch or an arm of Antarctica that sticks out towards 

a) South America 
b) Africa 
c) Australia 
d) India 

answer a 

Q3. Consider the following statements: 

1. Icebergs calving from the Antarctic Peninsula is generally a process of balancing the 
accumulation of mass from snowfall and the feeding glaciers on land 

2. The calving of the Larsen C Ice Shelf is expected to directly contribute to sea level rise 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

answer a 

Q4. The “Asia Africa Growth Corridor”, recently in the news, was proposed by India and 

1. The African Development Bank 
2. Japan 
3. United States of America 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 2 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
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answer c 

Q5. Mission Raftaar’ is _________. 
a. The Indian Railways’ Mission Mode activity to increase speeds of freight train and super-

fast mail/express trains 
b. A component of the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways’ ‘Avataran’ or seven 

mission mode activities, under which all national highways will be made pothole-free by 
2019 

c. A complementary programme to the Sagarmala initiative in order to provide efficient 
road and rail connectivity from ports to the hinterland 

d.  A blueprint for making optimum use of the massive renewable energy generation 
capacity that will be created by 2022 

Answer a 
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July ‘16th’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-China 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg10MPs, Ministers exchange notes on Doklam) 

1. News: Parliamentarians from border States, including Sikkim which 
abuts the Doklam plateau area, as well as those from other States 
raised the issue of poor infrastructure on the borders, as External 
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and Defence Minister Arun Jaitley 
spoke with MPs as part of their ongoing outreach over the current 
India-China stand-off 

2. Briefing: India have differences with China on the issue, but there is no 
tension on the ground, and no fighting is taking place there 

• Assured MPs that talks with China were continuing and “all channels” 
were being used for diplomatic efforts. 

3. Concern: 

• Several members, especially those who had been a part of the 
Standing Committee on Defence last year, also flagged their report on 
improving India’s border roads. 

• The report under the committee led by B.C. Khanduri for 2015-2016 
after visiting the Nathula pass region in Sikkim, had criticised the 
government for not utilising funds in the Defence budget, and under-
allocating the budget for the Border Roads Organisation (BRO) by 
more than ₹1,000 crore of the amount requested. 

• Concluding that “to compete with our neighbouring countries, 
especially China, we must have latest, state-of-the-art equipment with 
the Border Roads Organisation”, the report had said there is an “acute 
shortage of manpower, both combatant and civilians put together, in 
the BRO,” as well. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-Israel 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg12 Why did Modi stay away from Palestine?) 

1. News: PM Modi became the first senior Indian leader not to visit 
Palestinian areas or meet with Palestinian officials during the visit to 
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Israel, or even mention Palestine publicly 

• In the only official reference to the conflict, the joint statement issued 
during Mr. Modi’s visit merely referred to the “Israel-Palestinian peace 
process,” not speaking of the two-state solution that India officially 
supports. 

2. Reason: the Prime Minister’s decision came from a desire to “de-
hyphenate” relations with Israel and Palestine. 

3. Advantage of above move: India has many areas of cooperation with 
Israel, which could grow much further if India drops its “political 
baggage” of the past, even if that involves losing some leverage on the 
Palestinian side. 

4. Govt’s Approach: In modern times, and especially since India 
established full diplomatic ties with Israel in 1992, the links between 
the two countries have run a steadily increasing course of 
engagement, and Israel is now one of India’s top most defence 
suppliers, while India is Israel’s tenth biggest trading partner.  

• What’s more, while most Indians would baulk at comparisons between 
Kashmir and Palestine, they see a role for cooperation in counter-
terrorism, something Israeli forces are acclaimed for, while young 
Indian students increasingly seek ties with Israel on technology, start-
ups and innovations.  

• It is for all these reasons and more that Mr. Modi and the government 
decided to forge India’s relationship with Israel in exclusion of its 
previous position on the centrality of the Palestinian question. 

5. Background: For the Israeli side, the visit from the Indian Prime 
Minister was in itself a major diplomatic victory as India was one of the 
first countries to recognise the state of Palestine in 1988. 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg14 IISER Kolkata develops fire-retardant, rust-resistant 

material) 

News: The organic-inorganic hybrid material was synthesised by combining 

polyhedral oligomeric silsesquioxane (POSS) and diphenylalanine.  

The POSS molecule by itself has unique properties such as high thermal stability and 

fire retarding ability. While both POSS and diphenylalanine are naturally water 

repelling, the hydrophobic nature gets enhanced when they are combined. 

The hybrid material is colourless and does not react with metal. The coated silver 

artefacts were able to resist the formation of black colour (silver sulphide) on its 

surface when treated with hydrogen sulphide for 10 minutes. “This hybrid material 

can protect artefacts from environmental pollution and corrosion 
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GS:2—HEALTH 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 No substitute for mother’s milk) 

1. Context:  breast milk is the best source of nutrition for a baby. 
2. Study: found that the composition of early milk could impact the 

temperament of the infant: besides providing the baby with nutrients 
like protein, sugar, calcium, and immunity, a hormone present in milk, 
cortisol, profoundly effects how babies develop. In fact, marsupials 
such as kangaroos can even produce milk of different protein and fat 
composition to be had by the younger joey (baby kangaroo) and its 
older offspring from separate teats. Yet, the composition of human 
milk, or how it is both food and medicine tailor-made to meet the 
needs of the baby, remains a mystery. 

3. Data: Currently, 38% of children are stunted and 35.7% are 
underweight in India. Experts maintain that inappropriate 
complementary feeding practices are having a significant impact on 
the nutritional status of children. 

• The Rapid Survey on Children (Ministry of Women and Child 
Development, 2015) shows that only 45% infants are now being 
breastfed within an hour of birth in India and just 65% are being 
exclusively breastfed as per World Health Organization 
recommendations. Further, the NFHS 4 (National Family Health 
Survey) data reveal that only 42.7% of children received 
complementary foods at the age of 6-8 months while only 9.6% 
children received an adequate diet. Experts say ‘adequate diet’ for a 
baby of 6-8 months should involved four or more of the following food 
groups — grains; dairy products; meat; eggs; vitamin A-rich fruits and 
vegetables. 

4. Importance of breast feeding: Colostrum is a thick milky fluid that 
comes from the breast soon after giving birth. This is extremely easy to 
digest, and is therefore the perfect first food for the baby. It has a high 
concentration of nutrition and has a laxative effect on the baby, 
helping him pass his early stools, which aids in the excretion of excess 
bilirubin and helps prevent jaundice. 

5. Govt. action: The India Newborn Action Plan, developed by the 
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare in 2014, is targeting a 75% rate of 
initiation of breastfeeding within an hour of birth by 2017 and 90% by 
2025. To achieve these rates, there is a need understand the 
sophistication of human milk, and enable new mothers to make an 
informed choice about breastfeeding.  
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Current affair based question 

Q1. The strategic oil- and gas bearing region called “Yamala Peninsula” is located  
in which country? 
a. Russia 
b. Norway 
c. Vietnam 
d. China 
Answer a 

Q2. Rajgir Mahotsav is celebrated in _________. 
a. Rajasthan 
b. Bihar 
c. Uttar Pradesh 
d. Madhya Pradesh 
Answer b 

Q3. Sangai Festival is celebrated in which among the following states of India? 
a. Assam 
b. Manipur 
c. Bihar 
d. Karnataka 
Answer b 

Q4. The “Aichi Targets” are related to ________. 
a. Conservation of Biodiversity 
b. Conservation of Wetlands 
c. Conservation of Coral reefs 
d. Prevention of Plastic use 
Answer a 
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July ‘17th’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

Biodiversity  

 

 

 

 

 Source—The Hindu (Pg3 Safe haven for endangered Egyptian vultures) 

In news: 

• Breeding of the rare and threatened Egyptian vultures in a human habitat 

at the Punjabi University campus in Patiala has come as a pleasant 

surprise for birding enthusiasts. 

Egyptian vulture 

• The Egyptian vulture ( Neophron percnopterus ), one among the globally 

threatened vulture species found in India, is classified under the 

‘Endangered’ (EN) red list of the International Union for Conversation of 

Nature (IUCN). 

• The species is popularly known as safed giddh (white vulture) in Hindi. 

• According to BirdLife International, a global partnership of organisations 

working for the conservation of birds, the present global breeding 

population of the Egyptian vulture is estimated to be 12,000 to 38,000 

individuals. 

Habitat Niche 

• Egyptian vultures usually build their nests on the cliffs of mountains, roofs 

of buildings and on tree-tops. 

Food Niche of the species 

• The species rarely hunt its food — the birds mostly feed on dead 

carcasses of animals, birds and reptiles. They eat eggs and sometimes, in 

the absence of animal carcasses, switch over to household solid waste like 

rotten fruits and vegetables. 
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GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

GM crop 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg10 GM mustard release faces another hurdle) 

In news 

• Dissent has crept in among agricultural scientists of the National Academy 

of Agricultural Sciences (NAAS) over the possible release of genetically 

modified mustard. 

Background 

• In May, NAAS President wrote to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 

endorsing DMH-11, a variety of mustard developed by Deepak Pental of 

Delhi University, a NAAS Fellow, that employs genes from soil bacterium. 

• If approved, it would be the first transgenic edible crop to be grown in 

Indian fields. 

• The plant had gone through adequate tests and was declared “safe” and 

passed regulatory muster. 

A dissent note by a member 

• However, P.C. Kesavan, also a Fellow of the NAAS, wrote that he 

disagreed with this endorsement. 

• According to him, the resolution of the NAAS is neither scientifically valid, 

nor ethical, and therefore not maintainable. 

Counter arguments to GM Mustard 

• DMH-11 is a hybrid variety of mustard developed by crossing a traditional 

variety of mustard, called Varuna, and an East European variety. 

• DMH-11 did not perform as well as several other varieties and mustard 

hybrids and that the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC), 

the Environment Ministry body that cleared DMH-11, was riddled by a 

“conflict of interest.” 

• Using genetically-modified technology to produce hybrid seed varieties 

was a “failed experiment” as evidenced by the experience of Bt cotton. 

• Though the latter occupied 95% of India’s acreage, its yields were on the 

decline since 2006, largely due to insect resistance, and that it nearly 
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tripled the cost of producing cotton between 2006-2013. 

Bodies associated 

• The NAAS — a 625-member body of agricultural scientists — had about 

200 scientists in its quorum when it passed a resolution endorsing the 

GEAC’s decision to clear DMH-11 for commercial field trials. 

• The GEAC, India’s apex regulator for genetically modified seeds, had 

cleared GM mustard for environmental release and use in farmer fields on 

May 11 this year. 

 

GS:2-- GOVERNANCE 

 

Food 
wastage 

 

 

 

 

 Source—The Hindu (When too much is too little) 

Food wastage in India 

1. Food wastage means, Food is lost or wasted throughout the supply 

chain, from initial agricultural production to final household 

consumption. The losses, represent “a waste of resources used in 

production such as land, water, energy and inputs, increasing the 

green gas emissions in vain”. 

2. According FAO, “One third of food produced for human consumption 

is lost or wasted globally, which amounts to about 1.3 billion tons per 

year. 

3. India ranked 97th among 118 countries in the Global Hunger 

Index for 2016 

4. According to one estimate, 21 million tonnes of wheat are wasted in 

India every year 

Reasons behind food-wastage? 

5. It can be linked to people’s behaviour. 

6. Absence of an effective distribution mechanism and legal 

framework. 

7. Due to food’s perishability. 

8. Poor supply-chain management, results in significant wastage, both at 

pre- and post-harvest stages 

9. A recent study by the IIM, Calcutta, revealed that only 10% of food is 
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covered by cold storage facilities in India 

Food wastage has multiple socio-economic and environmental impacts. 

Social 

10. Wastage of food is not less than a social delinquency. 

11. Though hunger cannot be tackled directly by preventing food wastage, 

food that is wasted in our country can feed many hungry people. 

Environmental 

12. The increasing wastage results in land degradation by about 45%, 

mainly due to deforestation, unsustainable agricultural practices, 

and excessive groundwater extraction. 

13. The energy spent over wasted food results in 3 billion tonnes of 

carbon dioxide production every year. 

14. Decay also leads to harmful emission of other gases in the 

atmosphere; for instance, decaying of rice produces methane. 

15. Food waste emissions have a major impact on climate change and 

result in greater carbon footprint 

Economic 

16. Wastage results in national economic loss. 

17. Monetary value of the loss in terms of wastage, accounts to ₹58,000 

crore every year–The CSR Journal. 

Initiatives in India? 

18. There are many civil society, private sector and community 

initiatives aimed at distributing food among the poor. 

19. National Food Security Act, 2013 securing availability of food grains 

for two-thirds of the 1.3 billion population. 

20. India Food Banking Network (IFBN),promoting the concept 

of collaborative consumption with support from the private sector 

and civil society organisations. 

21. Such initiatives, creating networks and channels of distribution 

between those who have surplus food and those who are in need of 

them, are necessary. 

Global best practices: 
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22. 1996 Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Act in the U.S, encourage 

donation of food and grocery products that meet quality and labelling 

standards 

23. France, first country in the world to ban supermarkets from 

destroying unsold food, forcing them instead to donate it to charities 

or food banks or send it to the farmers to be used as fertilisers in crop 

production. 

Way forward? 

24. Devise a national-level strategy to combat the problem so that 

surplus of food can be turned into an advantage instead of resulting in 

wastage. 

25. The government can create a time-bound task force under Niti 

Aayog, with experts from different sectors, to frame a national 

policy to address the issue, which can recommend the legal 

framework to support initiatives to reduce food loss and waste. 

Hunger and food wastage are two sides of the coin. The cycle of hunger 

cannot be broken without channelising the wasted food to help the needy. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

POLICE 
reform 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Back to the classroom) 

Context 

1. In the article, writer is talking about Evidence-based policing and its 

need in Indian Context 

2. And why India needs these policing methods 

What is Evidence Based Policing? 

3. Evidence-Based Policing (EBP) is an approach to policy making 

and tactical decision-making for police departments 

4. It is an extension of evidence-based medicine and evidence-based 

policy 

5. Advocates of EBP emphasize the value of statistical analysis, empirical 

research and ideally randomized controlled trials 

6. EBP does not dismiss more traditional drivers of police decision-
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making, but seeks to raise awareness and increase the application of 

scientific testing, targeting and tracking of police resources 

Indian Situation 

7. People in India are dissatisfied with the quality of service they are 

getting from the Police System 

8. There is an undeniable need for reform 

9. But the prospects for this happening are bleak because of 

(1) a multitude of factors 

(2) including the size of police forces 

(3) lack of political and community support 

Are Senior Police Officers trying enough for the solution? 

10. A few dynamic IPS officers in the larger cities are working against the 

problem 

11. But here is an overall reluctance to experiment with measures that 

could transform the police 

Areas in which EBP can Deliver 

12. There are two areas in which EBP could deliver 

(1) prediction 

(2) prevention 

13. Prediction: There are certain geographic areas in each police 

jurisdiction which report more incidents than others 

14. EBP goes beyond statistics and pinpoints the time and opportunities 

presented to a potential offender 

15. For example, by prediction, fixing a street light that is not burning for 

several days is an action that could contain crime 

16. Prevention: By monitoring the patterns of behaviour of a class of 

individuals(convicted in past) is a logical way to predict whether they 

will again lapse into crime 

17. Despite the unfairness in targeting those who had indulged in anti-

social behaviour in the past and keeping a tab on their day-to-day 

activities 

18. There is an expected benefit of being able to predict future criminal 

behaviour 
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GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Bankruptcy 
Code 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg13 IBBI notifies rules for bankruptcy probe) 

News 

Enhanced powers of IBBI 

1. According to new guidelines, the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of 

India (IBBI) has provided with powers to start probes against service 

providers registered with it without intimating them 

Who are service providers? 

2. Insolvency professional agencies, professionals, entities and 

information utilities are considered as service providers under the 

Code 

About Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) 

1. The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) is the regulator 
for overseeing insolvency proceedings and entities like Insolvency 
Professional Agencies (IPA), Insolvency Professionals (IP) and 
Information Utilities (IU) in India 

2. It was established on 1 October 2016 and given statutory powers 
through the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, which was passed by 
Lok Sabha on 5 May 2016. It covers Individuals, Companies, Limited 
Liability Partnerships and Partnership firm 

3. The new code will speed up the resolution process for stressed assets 
in the country. It attempts to simplify the process of insolvency and 
bankruptcy proceedings 

4. It handles the cases using two tribunals like NCLT(National company 
law tribunal) and Debt recovery tribunal 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 

 

TB 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (A looming threat) 

News 

Context 
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1. The article is about the increasing cases of TB among children 

Is it a serious situation? 

2. In a survey, 5,500 of over 76,000 children tested in nine Indian cities 

have been diagnosed with tuberculosis 

3. 9% of them with multi-drug resistant TB (MDR-TB), highlighting the 

silent spread of the disease 

4. The survey is done by the Revised National TB Control Programme 

Results from other studies 

5. According to a 2015 study of the over 600 children who had tested 

positive for TB, about 10% showed resistance to Rifampicin 

6. Rifampicin is  a first-line drug for TB 

What should be done? 

7. A proactive approach to testing in early diagnosis is much needed 

8. It helps in reducing transmission of the disease, further 

Importance of  Fixed-dose combination (FDC) drugs 

9.  The FDCs are meant for treating children with drug-susceptible TB 

10. But it cannot be used to treat children who require second-line drugs 

or who have MDR-TB 

Fixed-dose combination (FDC)  

11. A combination drug is a fixed-dose combination (FDC) that includes 

two or more active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) combined in a 

single dosage form, which is manufactured and distributed in fixed 

doses 

12. Initially, fixed-dose combination drug products were developed to 

target a single disease (such as with antiretroviral FDCs used 

against AIDS) 

13. In cases of FDCs targeting multiple conditions, such conditions might 

often be related—in order to increase the number of prospective 

patients who might be likely to utilize a given FDC product 

14. This is because each FDC product is mass-produced, and thus typically 

requires having a critical mass of potentially applicable patients in 
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order to justify its manufacture, distribution, stocking, etc. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

PUBLIC 
property 
destruction 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (Home to dilute new property destruction Bill, exclude 

political leaders) 

Context: 

• Union Home Ministry is reworking the proposed Prevention of 

Destruction of Public Property (PDPP) Amendment Bill to exclude 

provisions that hold leaders of political parties responsible for such 

damage,  

• The move runs contrary to the ministry’s stand in 2015, when it had 

argued for severe measures to hold leaders of political parties 

accountable for damage to public property caused during bandhs, 

protests and demonstrations called by them. It had also pushed for 

the parties to pay the market value of property destroyed by their 

supporters. 

• According to the National Crime Records Bureau, Tamil Nadu (1,671), 

Uttar Pradesh (1,131) and Haryana (529) recorded the highest number 

of cases under the PDPP Act in 2015. 

Reasons behind making changes in the proposed bill? 

•  Law enforcement agencies expressed the fear that the amended law 

may be misused to frame Opposition leaders who call for bandhs, by 

inciting violence and damaging property. 

• It can be used to send their political opponents behind bars. 

• Plan to emphasise on improving the quality of evidence, which will 

require police officers to record on video all protests, hartal or 

bandhs, 

• The soft copies of video evidence will be deposited by the officer in 

charge at the local police station with the sub-divisional magistrate or 

executive magistrate who will hand it over to the investigating officer. 

• The Bill may also include a provision to make such offences non-

bailable unless “there are reasonable grounds to believe that (the 

accused) is not guilty”. 

• However, the provision to include “damage to private properties” is 

likely to be dropped in the reworked Bill, since they are covered under 
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different insurance schemes. 

Supreme Court’s findings 

• In 2007, the Supreme Court had asked the government to bring 

amendments to the PDPP Act. 

• While appointing a committee to examine the law, the apex court had 

observed in 2009: “In almost all such cases, top leaders of such 

organisations who really instigate such direct actions will keep 

themselves in the background, and only the ordinary or common 

members or grassroot-level followers directly participate, and they 

alone would be vulnerable to prosecution proceedings.” 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Agriculture  

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (From Plate to Plough: Lessons for the field) 

 

Context 

1. the article about the Punjab Agricultural Sector And the ways to make 

Punjab a star performer in agriculture once again, as it was during the 

Green Revoultion 

Overview of Punjab Agricultural Sector 

2. Punjab averaged an agri-GDP growth of 5.7 per cent per annum 

between 1972 to 1986, more than double the all-India average of 2.3 

per cent in the same period 

3. But the growth rate of Punjab’s agriculture fell to 3 per 

cent from 1987 to 2005 

4. Between 2006 and 2015, the state’s agri-growth rate decreased to 1.6 

per cent, less than half the all-India average of 3.5 per cent 

Better facilities for Punjab Agricultural Sector 

5. Punjab has one of the best possible infrastructures for agriculture in 

the country 

6. It has the highest irrigation cover amongst all states, 98.5 per cent of 

its cropped area is irrigated 
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7. Almost 80 per cent of irrigation is from groundwater sources, 

facilitated by highly subsidised power 

Other Advantages 

8.  Almost all villages in Punjab are connected with all-weather roads 

9. The network of regulated mandis in Punjab is one of the best in the 

country 

10. A robust and fast-moving procurement system has reduced the 

market risks of wheat and paddy growers in the state 

11. Almost 90 per cent of the market arrivals is procured at the minimum 

support price (MSP) 

What can be done to make Punjab’s agriculture sustainable? 

12. Diversification from common rice to hybrid maize is one option, it can 

save power subsidy and groundwater 

13. But farmers are reluctant to switch to maize because there is no 

effective procurement system for this crop 

14. Punjab should promote the use of micro-irrigation, especially for 

sugarcane and fruits and vegetables 

The way forward 

15. Rs 10,000/ha subsidy can be saved if farmers switch from paddy to 

maize 

16. The state could use these savings to cover the risk of maize farmers by 

promoting feed mills for poultry and silage units for milch cattle and 

encouraging starch industries that use maize 

17. The state’s farmers should also diversify towards fruit and vegetables 

18. Less than 3 per cent of the cropped area in Punjab is under fruit and 

vegetables 

19. This needs to go up to 10 per cent over the next five years 

20. Also, with protected cultivation, an integrated cold chain and food 

processing industry, Punjab can tap the market for fresh and 

processed produce in West Asia and Central Asian countries 
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GS:2—POLITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (Centre’s proposal to states: Enact your own Aadhaar 

Acts too) 

News: 

Context: 

• Central government has floated the idea of state governments 

enacting their own “State Aadhaar Act”, on the lines of the central 

Act passed by Parliament last year. 

Background 

• The central Act makes Aadhaar mandatory for any “subsidy, benefit 

or service” for which the expenditure is borne fully or shared partially 

by the Consolidated Fund of India. 

• This means that every welfare subsidy or benefit, from fully-funded or 

centrally-sponsored schemes (where states share part of the fiscal 

burden), is conditional on verification through Aadhaar. 

Why state Aadhaar Act? 

• Several state governments have their own subsidies or benefit 

schemes, where the burden is defrayed out of their Consolidated Fund 

• Consequently, the central Aadhaar Act cannot provide legal basis for 

making Aadhaar mandatory for such schemes. 

• However, a State Aadhaar Act, as suggested by the Cabinet 

Secretariat, could provide legal basis for making it mandatory 

for state-funded welfare schemes 

Other concerns 

• But the Centre’s suggestion could prove tricky as the enactment of a 

state legislation is the prerogative of the state legislatures. 

• Also, it impinges on the state government’s autonomy to set up a 

mechanism for expenditure from the state exchequer. 

 

 

http://www.civilsdaily.com/centres-proposal-to-states-enact-your-own-aadhaar-acts-too/#post-98496
http://www.civilsdaily.com/centres-proposal-to-states-enact-your-own-aadhaar-acts-too/#post-98496
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GS:2—POLITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (Sports Ministry lays ground for making online betting 

legal) 

News: 

Context: 

• The Sports Ministry has begun the groundwork to frame a legislation 

to legalise online sports betting in India 

• The Sports Ministry is also likely to seek assistance from its 

counterparts in the UK, where gambling is legal 

• Sports Secretary Injeti Srinivas, who is currently in England, is likely to 

sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in which online sports 

betting will be one of the key points 

Betting in India 

• Betting is seen as a sensitive socio-political issue. More so in sports 

because of the match-fixing and spot-fixing controversies. 

• The issue of legalising betting gathered momentum when former Chief 

Justice of India R M Lodha recommended that betting should be 

legalised in cricket 

• Illegal betting market in India is worth $150 billion, or roughly Rs 9.6 

lakh crore. 

• Most of it is via local bookmakers and unregulated offshore websites. 

• At present, betting is legal only on horse racing, and it is taxed at 28 

per cent under GST. 

Advantages of legalising betting in India? 

• It can address the issue of poor funding for sports at central and state 

level by making online betting legal. 

• The possibility of diverting a sizeable part of the revenue generated 

from betting towards the ministry’s programmes is also being 

deliberated. 

• It can be beneficial to the economy as well as sports overall. 

 

http://www.civilsdaily.com/sports-ministry-lays-ground-for-making-online-betting-legal/#post-98493
http://www.civilsdaily.com/sports-ministry-lays-ground-for-making-online-betting-legal/#post-98493
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CURRENT AFFAIR BASED QUESTION 

Q1. Xpert molecular diagnostic test is associated with which one of the following  
diseases? 
a. Degue 
b. Chickengunya 
c. Ebola 
d. Tuberculosis 
Answer d 

Q2. Consider the statements about DMH-11, a hybrid variety of mustard: 
1. If approved, it would be the first transgenic edible crop to be grown in Indian fields. 
2. DMH-11 is a hybrid variety of mustard developed by crossing a traditional variety of 

mustard, called Varuna, and an East European variety. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
d. None 
Answer c 

Q3. Consider the statements about Egyptian vultures: 
1. Egyptian vultures usually build their nests on the cliffs of mountains, roofs of buildings 

and on tree-tops. 
2. The species rarely hunt its food — the birds mostly feed on dead carcasses of animals, 

birds and reptiles. 
3. The vultures, in the absence of animal carcasses, switch over to household solid waste 

like rotten fruits and vegetables. 
Which of the above statements  is/are correct? 

a. 1 and 2 only 
b. 1 and 3 only 
c. 2 and 3 only 
d. 1, 2 and 3 
 

Answer d 

Q4. Consider the statements about BirdLife International: 
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1. It is a global partnership of conservation organisations that strives to conserve birds, 
their habitats and global biodiversity, working with people towards sustainability in the 
use of natural resources. 

2. It is the world’s second largest partnership of conservation organisations, with over 120 
partner organisations. 

3. Bombay Natural History Society is India’s partner of BirdLife International. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 and 2 only 
b. 1 and 3 only 
c. 2 and 3 only 
d. 1, 2 and 3 
Answer b 

 

Q.5) Which of the following is/are the indicator/indicators used by IFPRI to compute the Global 

Hunger Index Report? 

1. Undernourishment 

2. Child stunting 

3. Child mortality 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 , 2 and 3 

d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer c 
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July ‘18th’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC  

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

J&K issue 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg6 Centre seeks debate in SC on J&K special status) 

In news: 

• The Centre has asked the Supreme Court to debate on the special 

status granted to the State of Jammu and Kashmir, saying it was both a 

sensitive and constitutional matter. 

• Public Interest Litigation : a PIL plea filed by a Delhi-based NGO, We the 

Citizens, contending that the J&K government, given the State’s special 

autonomous status under Articles 35A and 370, was discriminatory 

against non-residents as far as government jobs and real estate 

purchases were concerned. 

• J and K government response: 

o The State government argued that its special status was sourced 

from the 1954 Presidential Order, which gave special rights to the 

State’s permanent residents. 

o The hearing comes in the backdrop of an earlier Jammu and Kashmir 

High Court, which ruled that Article 370 assumed a place of 

permanence in the Constitution and the feature was beyond 

amendment, repeal or abrogation. 

o The court said Article 35A gave “protection” to existing laws in force 

in the State. 

 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 
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SDG 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 Masking the flaws) 

 

Context: The government claims to have made substantial progress in 

achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).However, the 

ground reality is in contrast to these claims. 

ABOUT Sustainable development goals 

• Sustainable development goals are a universal call to action to end 
poverty, protect the planet and ensure that all people enjoy peace 
and prosperity. 

• A total of 44 nations, including India, have volunteered for review on 
various SDGs relating to issues like poverty, hunger, health and 
gender inequality. 

Government Claims v/s Reality 

• According to NITI Aayog report, there is sharp reduction of poverty 
from 45.3% in 1993-94 to 22% in 2011-12 .But a report on SDGs 
prepared by civil society organisation states that India’s growth story 
of the last two decades has accentuated inequalities, perpetuated 
poverty and limited the choices of historically marginalised 
communities. 

• MGNREGA has lifted millions out of poverty and created more than 
two billion person-days of employment in 2016-
17.However, budgetary allocation to the scheme has slowed 
down in recent years, resulting in pending payments of ₹7,000 
crore, according to the Centre for Policy Research. 

• To reduce hunger and malnutrition, the National Food Security 
Act aims to provide food grains to 66% of the population.To 
ensure transparency, 77% of the ration cards have been linked to 
Aadhaar.But field evidence suggests that mandatory linkage 
with Aadhaar is excluding the most-needy in interior tribal areas 

• National Mission on Sustainable Agriculture, provision of soil health 
cardsand crop insurance, claims to have helped small and marginal 
farmers, who form 80% of our farmer population.However, the claim 
falls flat in view of nearly 3,00,000 farmers committing suicide in last 
two decades 

• The NDA government may have promised to double farmers’ 
income, but the increase in MSP is strikingly meagre. 

• Further, the Shanta Kumar committee’s recommendation of 
replacing PDS by cash transfer which will dispense with the 
procurement system, if it materialises, will sound the death knell to 
small-scale farming. 

• India has made significant progress over the years on Infant 
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Mortality Rate (IMR), Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR), institutional 
deliveries and vaccination coverage.However, 62.4% of the total 
health expenditure is still out of pocket.In this regard, the aim of the 
National Health Policy, 2017 of providing affordable health care is 
welcome 

 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Employment  

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 Does a minimum wage kill jobs?) 

 

Context 

1. The Union Cabinet is expected to approve a bill that, mandates a 

universal minimum wage. 

2. The code empowers the Centre to set a minimum wage to help poor, 

unskilled workers earn more. 

3. The author discusses the various impacts of minimum wage on 

employment and other sectors based of different empirical studies 

Problems with minimum wage? 

4. Economists warned that price floors prevent the available supply of 

goods from being fully sold. 

5. So, the minimum wage would logically hurt workers by increasing 

unemployment 

Does Minimum wage increase unemployment? 

6. Famous 1993 study by David Card and Alan B. Krueger found that a 

rise in the minimum wage in New Jersey actually decreased 

unemployment. 

7. “Seattle’s Minimum Wage Experience 2015-16”, a 2017 found that 

since the city raised its minimum wage in 2015, unemployment 

dropped from 4.3% to 3.3%. 

8. Since then, a flurry of studies has concluded that a minimum wage 

has either no, or very little, negative effect on employment. 

9. But another paper, found that employment among the youth in 

Denmark decreased by one-third when they attained the age at 
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which their minimum wage increases by 40%. 

Empirical findings are contradictory. So what could be the real effect? 

10. The minimum wage increases unemployment, except when it is set 

below the market price for labour; or only marginally higher, in 

which case the minimum wage enhances the bargaining power of 

workers. 

11. But figuring out, and also periodically adjusting, the wage rate at 

which the worker benefits is often impractical. 

Other effects of minimum wage? 

12. Even when it looks like the minimum wage has no negative effect on 

employment, it can have other unintended effects. 

13. Companies, for example, instead of firing workers, may employ them 

for fewer hours, which in turn will affect the quality of their services 

14. “Minimum Wage and Restaurant Hygiene Violation”, a 2017 paper 

found that hygiene violations by restaurants increased significantly 

after a rise in the minimum wage as the restaurants tried to cut down 

on cleaning-staff expenses. 

 
 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Globalisation 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 After globalisation’s promise) 

 

Context: 

1. ‘Hyperglobalisation’ has been used to describe the dramatic 

increase in international trade witnessed for about a decade 

and a half from the early 1990s up to the global financial crisis 

of 2008 

2. The imagery intended is one of an increasing connectedness 

among nations leading to a virtuous cycle of economic 

expansion 

History of Globalisation: 
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3. Starting some time in the last quarter of the 19th century, for 

close to 50 years, the world saw an expansion in trade that was 

actually as great or even greater than during the recently 

concluded phase 

4. Then had also occurred an unprecedented movement of capital 

and of people 

5. British capital flowed into building the railways across the 

world, immigrants moved from Europe to the United States 

and Asian labour was moved to the sites of deployment of 

western capital 

6. The phase of high trade starting 1870 came to an end with the 

First World War and was to revive, slowly, only after the 

Second 

7. Then, following the collapse of East European communism in 

the early 1990s, there was a resurgence in global trade 

8. Now even this phase has somewhat abruptly ended with the 

global financial crisis 

Role of technology: 

9. 19th century globalisation was underpinned by technological 

advances that facilitated trade 

10. It may as well be said that trade expanded as the demand for 

goods grew 

The slowdown and India: 

11. If the world economy is set to grow slowly for the foreseeable 

future, a premise of much of the economic policy in India since 

1991 would have to be replaced 

12. The shift that has taken place is most visible in the IT industry 

13. Now, “bricks and mortar” is no longer something to be spurned 

and soiling our hands may be part of the business of earning 

our living for some time to come 

What does India need to do? 

14. Recognising the diminished tempo of globalisation, India’s 

economic policymakers must address the growth of the home 

market 

15. This means increasing the demand for goods and services 
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emanating from within the country 

16. There is a case for cutting the repo rate now, but its effects are 

doubtful 

Way forward: 

17. Independently of the ‘twin balance sheet problem’, Keynesian 

economics has long recognised that lowering the rate of 

interest may not do much for private investment if the 

expected rate of return is depressed 

18. The slowing of both global trade and domestic manufacturing 

may have had precisely this effect by lowering the long-term 

expectations held by private investors 

19. Buoying up of flagging demand can be done through public 

investment 

20. Infrastructure is unique in that spending on it raises aggregate 

demand and when it actually comes on stream, it raises the 

productivity of investment elsewhere in the economy 

21. ‘Roads and bridges’ are a metaphor for the public 

infrastructure that the Indian economy can fruitfully absorb 

today 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

Biodiversity  

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 Eco-bridges for the movement of tigers) 

1. Telangana State is planning to construct eco-friendly bridges 
over a canal cutting across the tiger corridor linking the 
Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve (TATR) in the Chandrapur 
district of Maharashtra with the forests in Telangana’s 
Kumram Bheem Asifabad district. 

2. The Telangana Irrigation Department has given its consent for 
the construction of the eco-bridges. Recommendations on the 
size and locations of the bridges are awaited from the National 
Board of Wildlife. 

About  the plan 

The ‘eco-bridges’ will be constructed at key spots along the 72 km-

long, and at some places over a kilometre wide. The plan involves 

laying of fertile soil to grow grass and plants over the structure, so that 
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fragmentation of the reserve forest is camouflaged. 

 Background: 

The concept emerged after visits by experts from the Wildlife Board of 

India and the Wildlife Institute of India. They were concerned about 

the large-scale destruction of pristine forest along the corridor, which 

would result in cutting off tiger movement between TATR and Bejjur. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Manufacturing 
sector 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg13 Industrial policy, clusters for manufacturing on 

anvil) 

1. News: The government is  preparing a national plan for 
manufacturing clusters with an aim to bring about 
convergence in development of industrial areas by 
central and state governments. 

2.  inputs from central ministries and departments and 
states have been taken for development of an industrial 
information system. Also action for constitution of a 
committee to evolve a cluster framework had been 
taken. 

3. The Plan aims to bring about convergence in 
development of industrial areas by the central and state 
governments so as to bring about optimal utilisation of 
resources 

 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 

 

Malaria 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg18 Malaria drug shields foetus from Zika) 

News: 

1. Commonly used malaria drug hydroxychloroquine can effectively 

block the Zika virusfrom crossing the placenta and getting into the 

foetus and damaging its brain 

2. This was claimed by researchers from Washington University School 

of Medicine in St. Louis, U.S. 
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3. The drug already has approval for use in pregnant women 

Functions of placenta: 

4. The placenta acts as a barrier to protect the developing foetus from 

disease-causing organisms 

5. It prevents pathogens from reaching the foetus through a form of a 

garbage recycling system that removes some components of cells, 

termed autophagy 

What does Zika virus do? 

6. Zika virus activates the genes related to autophagy thereby 

heightening the destructive recycling system activity 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Transparency and 
accountability 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (The People Are Watching) 

Context 

1. current government’s record on transparency, accountability, 

and citizen participation is uninspiring. 

2. Even essential laws such as the Lok Pal and the Whistle Blower 

Protection Act are yet to be operationalised. 

3. But recent developments on social audits opens up 

an opportunity. 

What is Social Auditing? 

4. Social audits refer to a legally mandated process where 

potential and existing beneficiaries evaluate the 

implementation of a programme by comparing official records 

with ground realities. 

5. In the course of a social audit, individuals and 

communities get empoweredand politicised in a way that they 

experience the practical potential of participatory democracy. 

6. Entire social audit is often a dramatic process of redistribution 

of power based on evidence and fact 
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Recent developments? 

7. A Joint task force on social audit has made recommendations 

that have opened the possibilities of social audit becoming 

a vibrant, independent and citizen-based monitoring system.  

8. The Supreme Court too in an ongoing PIL has taken a note of 

these recommendations and is exploring strengthening social 

audit as a systemic solution in law. 

9. Comptroller and Auditor General in 2016 laid down “auditing 

standards” for social audit. And notes that, it is the “the first 

ever such exercise for the formulation of standards for social 

audit in the world”. 

10. It is indicative of expanding theoretical and practical 

framework of social audit over the past two decades. 

Advantages 

11. Social audit is an important tool to detect corruption and 

influence redress. 

12. Nearly Rs 100 crore has been identified as misappropriated 

funds through social audits under the MGNREGA, out of which 

nearly Rs 40 crore has been recovered 

13. The impact of continuous cycles of social audit in deterring 

potential corruption is beyond quantification. 

Challenges? 

14. Institutionalisation on the ground has been inadequate, and 

has faced great resistance from the establishment. 

15. The lack of adequate administrative and political will in 

institutionalising social audit to deter corruption 

16. Not independent from the influence of implementing agencies 

17. Social audit units, including village social audit facilitators, 

continue to face resistance and intimidation and find it difficult 

to even access primary records for verification. 

Way forward? 

18. Social audits should serve as a critical point of reference. 

19. Government should take the responsibility to set up, fund, and 

foster practical processes and mechanisms. 

20. An open and transparent system involves the presence of real 
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platforms for people to be informed by official statements and 

records, with an opportunity to compare that with ground 

realities is necessary. 

21. Government must use these interventions and harness 

peoples’ energies in facing the vast challenge 

of implementation and monitoring 

Social audit is no longer a choice. Along with other transparency and 

accountability platforms, it is a legal, moral, and democratic 

necessity 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Employment 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (Jobs, facts and fiction) 

 

Context: India’s labour markets are confusing and India has more formal 

jobs than we think. Our primary policy challenge is not creating jobs but 

wages. Creating more formal jobs needs sustained reforms to labour laws 

and education 

More formal jobs than visible: 

• India doesn’t have “only 7 per cent formal employment” but 
somewhere between 15-25 per cent 

• India’s job information is based on the report of the National 
Commission for Enterprises in the Unorganised Sector chaired by 
the late Arjun Sengupta 

• Report created confusion between unorganised/organised 
enterprises and formal/informal employment that has perpetuated 
the myth of 93 per cent informal employment 

Wages are an issue: 

• Most people who want a job in India have one but they don’t have 
the wages they need 

• This is because of two large low-productivity clusters in our labour 
markets: 50 per cent of our labour force works on farms and 50 per 
cent of our labour force is self-employed 

• Both are “a job” but don’t generate the surplus to pull out of poverty 

What needs to be done 



 

111 
 

For job estimation: Estimating jobs needs de-duplicated administrative data 

from provident fund, ESI, government employment, Form 16, Mudra loans, 

etc 

For job formalisation: 

• Sustainably reducing farmer poverty needs the 4Is — incentives, 
investments, institutions, and innovation 

• Sustainably higher wages can only come from the higher productivity 
of formalised non-farm jobs in urban areas done by workers with 
higher human capital 

• Formalisation resonates with a new OECD framework for labour 
market health that includes quantity, quality and inclusiveness that 
proposes metrics like gender employment gaps, the proportion of 
people on less than half the median income, etc 

Reforms in labour and education: 

• Massive formal job creation needs sustained reforms in labour laws 
and education 

• Reforms are required in the poor value for money social security 
schemes which does 45 per cent salary confiscation of formal 
employment by goofy monopolies like EPFO and ESI 

• Defunct central laws (nine) need to be repealed and the balance (35) 
need to be merged into one labour code 

• In education, we should separate the role of regulator, policymakers 
and service provider and shift education regulation to the global non-
profit structure norm 

• Make the Right to Education Act the Right to Learning Act 

• Remove the ban on online higher education 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 

 

Malaria 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (An uphill fight) 

Context: 

1. The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare’s plan to eliminate 

malaria by 2027. 

2. It aims to eradicate the mosquito-borne disease from India three 

years ahead of the global deadline set by the World Health 
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Organisation (WHO). 

Significance of the new plan? 

3. It is the country’s first time-bound malaria elimination 

programme since the National Malaria Eradication Programme was 

aborted in the late 1960s. 

4. Since the 1970s, the thrust of India’s anti-malaria programme has 

been on controlling the disease. 

5. The National Vector and Disease Control Progamme, 2004, the plan’s 

predecessor, too aimed at “controlling” malaria. 

What’s special in new plan? 

6. There are time-bound targets for all districts, based on their 

vulnerability to malaria. 

7. The plan lays emphasis on awareness programmes, entomological 

surveillance and outbreak warning systems — methods that have 

contributed to eradicating malaria in several parts of the world, 

including Sri Lanka. 

Challenges  

8. Manpower shortage which has virtually crippled a large number of 

the country’s primary health centres. 

9. This shortage not only jeopardises early detection and treatment of 

the disease, but is also a cause for a large number of cases going 

unreported. 

10. Under-reporting of malaria makes it difficult to accurately estimate 

the burden of the disease. 

India’s Vulnerability to malaria? 

11. Malaria parasite has been particularly resilient for centuries. 

12. Plasmodium vivax parasite responsible for almost 50 per cent of 

India’s malaria burden has adapted to anti-malarial drugs. 

Way forward 

13. Compared to several other communicable diseases, malaria is not a 

particularly complex disease. What we needs to do is to stop 

mosquitoes from transmitting the parasite or make the parasite 

ineffective. 
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14. Beefing up indigenous research on the disease 
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CURRENT AFFAIR BASED QUESTION 
 
Q1. ‘UDAN’, recently seen in the news, is a scheme launched by the Government of  
India. This scheme is ________. 
a. A scholarship instituted to award meritorious students belonging to Economically 

Weaker Sections among the upper castes in the state of Gujarat. 
b. The Railway Ministry’s efforts to increase the average train speed along the existing 

tracks. 
c. The Civil Aviation Ministry’s Regional Connectivity Scheme. 
d. A collaboration of the Railways Ministry and the Environment Ministry aimed at 

reducing road transport’s share in freight traffic and its concomitant increase in 
railway’s share. 

Answer c 
 
Q2. Consider the following statements with respect to  Global Fissile Material Report: 
1. International Panel on Fissile Material’s (IPFM) releases the report. 
2. Report estimates the global stockpile of nuclear fissile material 
Select the correct options 

a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
d. None of the above 
Answer c 
 
Q3. Recently Government of India launched DigiYatra Plan. Identify the correct statement 
with reference to the plan. 
a. Plan aimed at paperless travel for air passengers, including digital boarding passes at 

airports. 
b. It is a plan aimed at subsidizing the air travel expenses of Hajj pilgrimages. 
c. It is a plan aimed at subsidizing the air travel expenses of those flying to foreign country 

for medical services. 
d. None of the above 
Answer a 
 
Q4. Consider the following statement with reference to The National Pharmaceutical  
Pricing Authority: 
1. It is a statutory body 
2. It controls the prices of Pharmaceutical drugs in India. 
Choose the correct answer 

a. 1only 
b. 2only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
d. Neither 1 nor 2 
Answer b 
 
Q5. The Sakewa Festival has recently celebrated in which state? 
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a. Jharkhand 
b. Arunachal Pradesh 
c. Sikkim 
d. Manipur 
Answer c 
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July ‘19th’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Privacy 
issue 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Aadhaar: 9-judge Bench to consider whether privacy is a 

basic right) 

In news:  

• A nine-judge Bench of the Supreme Court will hear the question whether 

privacy is a fundamental human right and is part of the basic structure of 

the Constitution. 

• Petitioner’s contention: 

o The Aadhaar scheme, is a violation of the citizens’ right to privacy. 

o The petitioners have argued that right to privacy is part of Article 21, 

the right to life, and interspersed in Article 19, though not explicitly 

stated in the Constitution. 

• Supreme Court verdicts on right to privacy: 

a. P. Sharma case-1954 

b. the Kharak Singh case verdict of 1962 

Both judgments had concluded that privacy was not a fundamental or 

‘guaranteed’ right. 

• The nine-judge Bench to decide: once and for all whether privacy is 

negotiable or not 
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GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 

Swachh 
bharat 
abhiyan 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 Get real on Swachh) 

News: 

Context: 

1. Despite the most stringent penal provisions in the law against manual 

scavenging, it continues in parts of India. 

2. Recently Madras High Court ordered  the Centre and the Tamil Nadu 

government to ensure the strict enforcement of the Prohibition of 

Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013, 

in the wake of the death of 30 people engaged in the activity in the 

State. 

Current Issue 

3. Vigorous national campaign for the rehabilitation of those engaged to 

manually clean insanitary latrines, and urban structures into which 

human excreta flows without sewerage, has been unable to break 

governmental indifference and social prejudice.  

Why manual scavenging persists? 

4. Because of the continued presence of insanitary latrines, of which 
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there are about 2.6 million that require cleaning by hand. 

5. In spite of a legal obligation, State governments are not keen to 

demolish and rebuild old facilities lacking sanitation. 

6. Government hasn’t conducted a full census of both the latrines and 

the people engaged in clearing such waste. 

7. The Central government, which runs the self-employment scheme for 

the rehabilitation of these workers, has reduced funds from ₹448 

crore in the 2014-15 budget to ₹5 crore this year. 

8. Even high allocation in the past also did not utilise effectively. 

Social prejudices that impedes solutions 

9. Many communities still regard the inclusion of a sanitary toilet as 

ritual and physical pollution of the house. 

10. Even the less conservative are ready to accept only large, expensive 

and unscientific structures much bigger than those recommended by 

the WHO 

11. Entrenched belief in the caste system, that assumes Dalits will readily 

perform the stigmatised task of emptying latrines. 

Way forward? 

12. Effective implementation of the law requires willingness of the  courts 

to fix responsibility on State governments, and order an accurate 

survey of the practice especially in those States that claim to have no 

insanitary latrines or manual scavenging. 

13. Raising the confidence level among those engaged in manual cleaning, 

even official data show their reluctance to take up self-employment. 

14. Empowerment holds the key to change. 

15. Break the caste barriers through education and economic uplift. 

16. Compensation for the families of those who died in the course of the 

humiliating and hazardous work should be paid immediately. 

Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation 

Act, 2013 

Key provisions 

1. Prohibition of Insanitary and Employment or engagement as Manual 
Scavengers 
It will be an offence to: 

• Construct or maintain an insanitary latrine 
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• Engage or employ a person to work as the Manual Scavenger 

2. Prohibition of person from engagement or employment for hazardous 
cleaning of a sewer or a septic tank 

3. Under this Act, offences are cognizable and non-bail able 
4. Time bound survey of Manual Scavengers in Urban and rural areas 
5. Comprehensive Rehabilitation of the Manual Scavengers within a time 

bound framework 
6. Vigilance/ Monitoring Mechanism  

7.  

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India- 
australia 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (partners in regional security and prosperity) 

Context 

1.  on rising ties between India and Australia, presents official view from 

Australian Government, as it is written by their Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs 

Why is Indo-Australian relationship Important? 

2. India is Australia’s ninth largest trading partner, with boundless 

potential for growth 

3. Indian-origin residents are the fourth largest group of overseas-

born Australians 

Australia-India Exercise (AUSINDEX) 

4. Military cooperation between Australia and India includes the regular 

joint naval exercise AUSINDEX 

What should be done on International front? 

5.  India and Australia need to build and 

strengthen international institutions that promote cooperation 

6. And manage competing interests in fair and transparent ways, in order 

to maintain regional and global stability 

What Australia wants from India? 
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7. Australia looks forward to India liberalising its trade 

and investment regime further to realise its economic growth 

prospects and increase its influence in the region 

The way forward 

8. India and Australia need to increase bilateral cooperation and 

collective efforts with other like-minded countries 

9. Together both countries can shape a future region in which strong and 

effective rules and open markets deliver lasting peace and prosperity 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 

 

Medical 
education 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg7 SC nod for new MCI oversight panel) 

1. News: The Supreme Court agreed with the government’s proposal of 
five eminent medical practitioners to oversee the functioning and 
decisions of the Medical Council of India. 

2. Role: the consent of the doctors was taken before their names were 
shortlisted for the job ahead. 

3. Composition: liberty to the Union of India to nominate one of the 
members of the reconstituted Oversight Committee, as its 
Chairperson. A new Oversight Committee had to be appointed as the 
tenure of the previous one led by former Chief Justice of India R.M. 
Lodha had expired. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Cattle 
protection 

 

 

 

 

 Source—The Hindu (Pg10 State legislatures have ‘exclusive’ powers to enact 

laws on cattle protection: Govt0 

In news: 

• State legislatures have “exclusive” powers to enact laws for preservation 

of cattle, the government told the Rajya Sabha . 

• Rajasthan High Court vide order dated 31.5.2017 advised that cow should 

be declared a national animal and directed the state government of 

Rajasthan to take steps for preservation and conservation of cows and for 

declaring cow as a national animal. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/state-legislatures-have-exclusive-powers-to-enact-laws-on-cattle-protection-govt-4756714/
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/state-legislatures-have-exclusive-powers-to-enact-laws-on-cattle-protection-govt-4756714/
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Key Fact: Under the distribution of legislative powers between Union of India 

and states under article 246(3) of the Constitution, the preservation of cattle 

is a matter on which the legislature of the states have exclusive powers to 

legislate. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Aviation 
sector 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg10 DGCA braces for ICAO safety audit) 

News 

Important Step by DGCA 

1. The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is looking for a safety 

oversight audit by the U.N. body, International Civil Aviation 

Organisation (ICAO) 

2. Why: The DGCA is taking a series of steps to save it from the 

embarrassment of the 2012 audit 

3. In that audit the ICAO had raised safety concerns about India’s aviation 

system 

More about ICAO        

  

4. The ICAO conducts audit in areas related to legislation, organisation, 

licensing, operation, airworthiness, accident investigation, air 

navigation and aerodromes 

Facts:  

1. The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) is a specialized 
agency of the United Nations 

2. It codifies the principles and techniques of international air 
navigation and fosters the planning and development of international 
air transport to ensure safe and orderly growth 

3. Its headquarters are located in the Quartier International of Montreal, 
Quebec, Canada 
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GS:3—INFRASTRUCTURE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 Miles to go on border roads) 

1. Context: Despite growing tensions with China due to unresolved 
boundaries and differing perceptions, infrastructure development on 
the border continues to be delayed. 

2. Data: Of the 73 roads of operational significance along the India-China 
border, only 30 have been completed so far 

3. The major reasons for the delay were  

• limited working season combined with logistic issues due to very high 
altitude and mountainous, rugged and difficult terrain,  

• natural calamities,  

• delay in forest and wildlife clearances, land acquisition and so on. 
4. Situation: While India struggles to build bare minimum infrastructure, 

China has created a massive network to transport men and material 
right up to the border. 

5. Monitoring mechanism:  

• A high-level empowered committee, headed by the Union Home 
Secretary, reviews and monitors the progress of border infrastructure 
projects regularly.” 

• In addition, a steering committee has been set up under the 
chairmanship of the Secretary (Border Management) in the Home 
Ministry to review and monitor the progress of construction of these 
roads. 

6. Next step: The Defence Ministry has approved long-term roll-on work 
and equipment plans for construction of border roads and the 
Directorate- General, Border Roads, has created two dedicated posts 
of Additional Director-General (Border) to monitor infrastructure 
works along the border 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-
Bangladesh 

 

 

 

 Source—The Hindu (Pg11 India set to extradite Bangladeshi national to 

Britain) 

In news: 

• India is all set to extradite a Bangladeshi national, Mohammad Abdul 

Shakur, to the U.K., where he is accused of murdering his wife and 

children ten years ago. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/india-set-to-extradite-bangladeshi-national-to-britain/article19302828.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/india-set-to-extradite-bangladeshi-national-to-britain/article19302828.ece
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 • Positive step: This is being seen as another signal of increasing 

cooperation between the two nations on sensitive, and potentially thorny 

issues in the home affairs arena. 

 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg13 E-commerce: RCEP nations talk details) 

1. News: Sixteen Asia Pacific nations, including India, are understood to 
be discussing in detail norms on e-commerce as part of negotiations 
on the proposed mega Free Trade Agreement known as the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP). 

2. Concern: India has been opposing binding norms on opening up the e-
commerce sector at the level of RCEP as well as the global level (WTO) 
talks on grounds including that it (India) is yet to have a 
comprehensive national policy on the topic. 

3. Other’s view: However, it is understood that many RCEP nations 
including Australia, Japan and China, are pushing for inclusion of a host 
of elements for ‘Terms Of Reference’ for RCEP negotiations concerning 
e-commerce. This is with a view to have some binding commitments 
from the RCEP members on liberalising e-commerce and ensure that 
the final pact has a separate chapter on e-commerce. 

4. India, should be wary of demands for absolute prohibition on 
disclosure of ‘source code’ (code behind the software) because lack of 
access to ‘source code’ will make it tough to prevent anti-competitive 
practices, hacking and rights violation. Also cautioned against demands 
for prohibition of ‘data localisation’ saying accepting such demands 
will lead to difficulties in ensuring regulatory control over e-commerce 
firms. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg18 World’s northernmost corals bleached 

News 

Context: 

1. Bleaching has damaged the world’s northernmost coral reef in Japan, 

the latest example of a global phenomenon scientists have attributed 
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 to high ocean temperatures. 

Coral bleaching 

2. About 30% of the coral reef off the coast of Tsushima island in Japan, 

which lies in the temperate zone some 1,000 km southwest of Tokyo, 

suffered bleaching 

3. Early in 2017, the rise in water temperature caused significant 

bleaching in the Great Barrier Reef in Australia for the second 

consecutive year. 

4. Since 2015, all tropical coral reefs have seen above-normal 

temperatures, and more than 70% experienced prolonged high 

temperatures that can cause bleaching. 

Coral reef-advantages? 

5. Healthy coral reefs protect shores from storms. 

6. Offer habitats for fish and other marine life, including ecologically and 

economically important species. 

Is recovery possible? 

7. After coral dies, reefs quickly degrade and the structures that coral 

build erode. While coral can recover from mild bleaching, severe or 

long-term episodes are often lethal. 

8. According to U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

coral reef bleaching may be easing after the three years of high ocean 

temperatures, the longest such period since the 1980s. 

9. Satellite data showed widespread bleaching was no longer occurring 

in all three ocean basins — Atlantic, Pacific and Indian —“indicating 

a likely end to the global bleaching event”. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (In Valley, no magic bullet) 

News 

Context:  related to Kashmir issue and suggesting some solutions for the 

problem 
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Why is this year different? 

1. Till july this year, the number of terrorists killed stands at 105 

which  the highest in a number of years 

What should be the main target? 

2. Government must think about tougher challenge in J&K 

i.e. killing terrorism, not just terrorists 

Why killing terrorists only can’t achieve the complete solution? 

3. In the decade between 1993 and 2002, the number of terrorists killed 

every month ranged from 100 to 200 

4. Fifteen years later, the J&K problem is still with us 

5. To resolve it, the government will have to take many 

more comprehensive steps 

How to kill terrorism? 

6. The terrorist who is killed is a son or brother of the village 

7. The heart of the locals will always be with him 

8. The best the government forces can hope for is understanding and 

respect from the population 

9. This will come about if in the minds of the people there is a feeling that 

the government cares and is impartial 

Issue related to the Kashmiri Pandits 

10. The Kashmiri Pandits are an integral component of the Kashmir 

11. Unless there is a dignified solution to their difficulties, conflict 

resolution in Kashmir cannot be considered complete 
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Current affair based question 

Q1. Who has the exclusive right to legislate with respect to matter pertaining to  
“The preservation of cattle”? 
a. Parliament 
b. State legislature 
c. Both A and B 
d. Either A or B 
Answer b 

 

Q2. Miyako Strait is connects ________. 
a. East China sea to Pacific Ocean 
b. South China sea to Pacific ocean 
c. Pacific ocean to Arctic sea 
d. Sea of Japan to Pacific Ocean 
Answer a 

 

Q3. Consider the following statements: 
1. The objective of the National Food Security Mission is to increase production of rice, 

wheat and pulses only 
2. Production of horticulture crops have outpaced the production of food-grains 

consistently since 2012-13 
Which of the statements above is/are correct? 

a. 1 Only 
b. 2 Only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
d. Neither 1 nor 2 
Answer c 

Q4. Consider the following statements regarding the ‘ International Civil Aviation Organization 

(ICAO)’:  

1. It is a specialized agency of the United Nations.  

2. Its headquarters is located in New York, USA.  

Which one is Correct ? 

a) 2 only  

b) 1 only 
c) Neither 1 nor 2 
d) Both are correct 
Answer b 
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Q5. Australian Continent Touches which of the following seas in the North? 

1. Timor Sea 

2. Arafura Sea 

3. Coral Sea  

Select the correct option using the code given below. 

a) 1, 2 and 3 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1 and 3 only 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

128 
 

July ‘20th’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Privacy 
issue 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 SC wonders whether privacy could be an absolute 

right) 

Context: The decision of the nine-judge Bench on whether privacy is a 

fundamental right or not will be pivotal to the petitioners’ challenge that 

Aadhaar, which mandates citizens to part with their biometrics, is 

unconstitutional. 

In news: 

Supreme Court Observation:  

• Right to privacy is not absolute and cannot prevent the state from 

making laws imposing reasonable restrictions on citizens. 

• ‘Right to privacy’ is too ‘amorphous’ a term. To recognise privacy as a 

definite right, it has to first define it. But this would be nearly impossible 

as an element of privacy pervades all the fundamental rights enshrined in 

the Constitution. 

• An attempt to define the right to privacy may cause more harm than 

good. 

• An exhaustive cataloguing by the court of what all constitutes privacy may 

limit the right itself. 

Attorney-General response: 

• ‘A common law’: right to privacy is merely a common law right and the 

Constitution makers “consciously avoided” making it a part of the 

fundamental right. 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/iiits-now-institutes-of-national-importance/article19309426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/iiits-now-institutes-of-national-importance/article19309426.ece
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GS:2—HEALTH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg7 Ministry, NITI Aayog moot privatisation of select 

services in district hospitals) 

Radical ‘privatisation project’ 

• The Union Health Ministry and the NITI Aayog have developed a 

framework to let private hospitals run select services within district 

hospitals, on a 30-year lease. 

• Framework prepares in consultation with the World Bank. 

• The government will be allowing a single private partner or a single 

consortium of private partners to bid for space in district level hospitals, 

especially in tier 2 & 3 cities. 

• Under this Public Private Partnership (PPP), care for only three non-

communicable diseases — cardiac disease, pulmonary disease, and 

cancer care — will be provided. 

• According to the draft model contract, private hospitals will bid for 30-

year leases over portions of district hospital buildings to set up 50- or 100-

bed hospitals in smaller towns across the country. The State governments 

could lease up to five or six district hospitals within the State. 

• Viability gap funding: the State governments will give Viability Gap 

Funding (VGF), or one-time seed money, to private players to set up 

infrastructure within district hospitals. The private parties and State 

health departments will share ambulance services, blood banks, and 

mortuary services. 

• There will be no reserved beds or no quota (sic) of beds for free services 

in these facilities. 

Criticism: 

• The policy document has come under sharp criticism for the Ministry’s 

failure to consult with key stakeholders from civil society and academia. 

• The government is planning to hand over critical public assets without 

gaining anything much in return. 

• NITI Aayog has no locus standi to make health policy, which is a state 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ministry-niti-aayog-moot-privatisation-of-select-services-in-district-hospitals/article19309644.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ministry-niti-aayog-moot-privatisation-of-select-services-in-district-hospitals/article19309644.ece
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subject in India. The logic behind shutting down the Planning 

Commission was to ensure that policies are not centralised. NITI Aayog 

was to be an advisory body but here they are rushing through a policy 

that will essentially hand over public assets to the private sector, leading 

to a further dismantling of the public services available for free. 

• Only Below Poverty Line (BPL) patients and those in insurance schemes 

will be able to access free care. This would effectively exclude hundreds 

of millions of the Indian population from vital hospital services. 

 

GS:3—SECURITY 

 

Cyber 
attack 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg10 India hit by 34 ransomware attacks) 

News 

Ransomware attack 

• A total of 34 incidents of infections from the two global ransomware 
attacks, WannaCry and Petya, were reported to the Indian Computer 
Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) by organisations and individuals. 

• Remedial measures to contain the damage and prevent such incidents 
have been advised by CERT-In. 

Other Cyber attacks 

• Total of 44,679, 49,455, 50,362 and 27,482 cyber security incidents 
“were observed” during the years 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017 
respectively. 

• These included phishing, scanning/probing, website intrusions and 
defacements, virus/malicious code, ransomware, and denial of service 
attacks. 

Ransomware: Ransomware is a type of malicious software that infects a 

computer and restricts users’ access to affected files by encrypting them 

until a ransom is paid to unlock it. 

 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
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Social 
security  

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg10  New social security net planned) 

In news: 

• The Union government plans to introduce a universal social security 

network for workers in both the informal and formal sectors. 

• The scheme will be rolled out in a phased manner. 

Amnesty scheme 

• The government brought in an amnesty scheme for employers who were 

earlier not part of the Provident Fund regime. 

• 20 lakh new employees were included as part of the amnesty scheme and 

80 lakh contract labourers, including construction workers and those 

engaged by the public sector units at the Centre and the States, were also 

registered. 

Key fact: EPF security network currently covered 4.8 crore contributory 

members and had a corpus of over ₹10.43 lakh crore. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

Afghanistan 
issue 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg12 U.S. Senate Committee for bigger Indian role in 

Afghanistan) 

In news: 

The U.S. Senate Committee on Armed Forces observation: 

• India has a “critical role” to play in breaking the stalemate in Afghanistan. 

• It also pitched for enhancing trilateral cooperation among Afghanistan, 

India and the U.S. 

• In a report accompanying the National Defence Authorisation Act (NDAA) 

2018, the committee also called for enhancing the overall defence 

cooperation between the U.S. and India, and eventually joint naval patrol 

of the Indian Ocean. 

• The Senate Committee also pulled up the Department of Defence for not 

making faster progress in improving cooperation between India and the 

U.S. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/new-social-security-net-planned/article19309435.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/panel-for-bigger-indian-role-in-afghanistan/article19309378.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/panel-for-bigger-indian-role-in-afghanistan/article19309378.ece
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Afghanistan and regional stability: 

• The committee is concerned by the current stalemate in Afghanistan, and 

believes that the United States should leverage the capabilities of allies 

and partners to more effectively secure regional stability and security. 

• The committee believes that the United States needs to recommit to the 

fight in Afghanistan and that India, as a major defence partner of the 

United States and a contributor to regional security, has a critical role to 

play in this effort. 

 

GS:2—EDUCATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg10 IIITs now Institutes of National Importance) 

News 

New Bill 

1. The Lok Sabha has passed a Bill to declare the Indian Institutes of 

Information Technology (IIIT)  as Institutes of National Importance 

(INIs) 

2. IIITs were established under the public-private partnership 

(PPP) route 

What are Institutes of National Importance (INIs)? 

3. Institute of National Importance (INI) is a status that may be conferred 

to a premier public higher education institution in India by an act of 

parliament 

4. These institutions “serves as a pivotal player in developing highly 

skilled personnel within the specified region of the country/state” 

5. INIs receive special recognition and funding 

6. As of 23 April 2015 the Ministry of Human Resource 

Development has listed 74 institutions under this category 

 

 

GS:2—IR 
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India-israel 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 BITs and pieces of trade with Israel) 

Context 

1. The article is about a possible India-Israel investment treaty 

Trade Potential between India and Israel 

2.  There is enormous potential for Israeli investment in fields such 

as renewable energy and water management (drip irrigation and 

desalination) 

3. Defence production is an area with significant potential for Israeli 

investment through ‘make in India’ route 

4. This can help India save billions of dollars it currently spends on 

importing weapons from Israel 

Bilateral investment treaty (BIT) between the two countries 

5. In 1996, India and Israel signed a BIT 

6. However, this was reportedly terminated by India when it unilaterally 

discontinued 58 BITs recently 

Negotiations for a new bilateral investment treaty (BIT) 

There are some challenges 

(1). ISDS 

7. ISDS: The first challange is on the investor-state dispute settlement 

(ISDS) 

8. ISDS allows foreign investors to bring claims against a host state for 

alleged treaty breaches at international arbitral forums 

9. Israel trade model on ISDS: The Israeli model gives an investor the 

choice to submit any investment dispute with a state to international 

arbitration if not resolved within six months through negotiations 

10. India’s stand on ISDS: The Indian model imposes many procedural and 

jurisdictional restrictions on an investor’s right to bring an ISDS claim 

11. These include a foreign investor having to litigate in domestic courts 

for five yearsbefore pursuing a claim under international law 

12. These requirements make it very difficult for a foreign investor to 

make efficientuse of the ISDS provision. 

(2). FDI and portfolio investment issues 

13. Israel’s model provides a broad asset-based definition of foreign 
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investment that covers both FDI and portfolio investment 

14. The Indian model of 2016 defines investment as an enterprise (with its 

assets) that has to possess certain characteristics of investment 

including the investment having ‘significance for the development’ 

(3). Most favoured nation (MFN) provision 

15.  The Israeli model contains a broad most favoured nation 

(MFN) provision 

16. MFN is a cornerstone of non-discrimination in international economic 

relations, which is missing in the Indian model 

(4). Taxation issue 

17. The Indian model excludes taxation altogether from the purview of 

the BIT 

18. Thus, the foreign investor cannot bring an ISDS claim even 

if taxes imposed are confiscatory, discriminatory or unfair 

19. Israeli investors will not be comfortable if taxation is completely 

outside BIT’s purview 

The Way forward 

20. The Indian position on BITs is very pro-state, offering limited rights 

and protection to foreign investors 

21. An India-Israel BIT looks difficult till both sides move away from their 

stated positions 

22. Both sides should work towards having a BIT that reconciles 

investment protection 

 

 

 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
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Role of civil 
society  

 

 

 

 

The big squeeze on civil society 

Present condition of the civil society 

1. Funds are frozen. 

2. Intelligence reports are selectively released to paint NGOs in a poor 
light, and their activities are placed on a watch list.  

3. NGO projects have been shut down, donors are unable to support 
work, and  

4. There is an overall atmosphere of State coercion and intimidation in 
the space of civil society. 

Origin of civil society:  

• The focus on civil society dates back to the 1980s, when political 
scientists began to speak of a ‘crisis of representation’. Citizens across 
the world had shifted from older and traditional forms of 
representation, such as political parties and trade unions, to ‘newer’ 
modes: social movements, informal citizen groups and non-
governmental organisations. 

• The worldwide shift to civil society was catalysed by the mobilisation 
of people against Stalinist states in Eastern and Central Europe in the 
1970s and the 1980s. Citizens turned their back on unresponsive and 
authoritarian states and formed associations, such as reading clubs 
and soup kitchens, in a metaphorical space outside the state. This 
space they called civil society.  

Role of civil society: 

1. Civil society as the sphere of associational life forms the backbone of 
democracy. 

2. As voice for democracy: work for the poor and the marginalised might 
involve questioning and protest decisions taken by the government. 

3. As a mobiliser: vital issues related to livelihoods, to the fulfilment of 
basic needs, and for justice were not taken up by political parties but 
by civil society organisations acted to propel hopes in civil society as 
an alternative to the non-performing state and an unresponsive party 
system. For example, The anti-caste movement, the struggle for 
gender justice, the movement for civil liberties, for a sound 
environment, and against mega development projects that have 
displaced thousands of poor tribals and hill dwellers, the movement 
against child labour, for the right to information, for shelter, for 
primary education, and for food security have mobilised in civil 
society.  

4. Civil society file the Public Interest Litigations in the Supreme Court, 
and that begins the onset of a new phase of judicial activism. 

5. As a feedback for govt.: Once laws granting the right to information, 
to food, and to work had been passed, activists kept watch on acts of 
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omission and commission, and issued citizen reports. 
Comparison of civil society with trade union in India: In India trade unions 

are yoked to political parties and represent a minuscule percentage of the 

workforce. Unions have shown little interest either in the welfare of the 

unorganised sector which constitutes 94% of the working class, or in the 

welfare of peasants. And political parties tend to think of social rights as an 

electoral/populist ploy rather than a basic right of citizens. 

 

Concern: the government is not protecting our democratic right to protest 

without being targeted as anti-national particularly, the violation of two 

democratic rights by the government: the right to freedom of expression 

including the right to protest, and the right to form associations. 

Features of democracy: 

1. The right to participate in an activity we call politics is not, and cannot 
be, restricted to just elections. 

2. Citizens have the right to scrutinise the work of their representatives, 
publicise acts of omission and commission, such as infringement of 
civil liberties, appropriation of tribal land for purposes of 
accumulation, failure of governments to provide a reasonable 
standard of life for the citizens, and engage with leaders on the 
troubled issue of political conflicts.  

3. In other words, the right to engage with, interrogate and criticise 
representatives is an integral part of democracy. Without this right 
democracy becomes farcical, an empty term, a phantom concept, an 
illusion. 

For proper functioning of democracy, the need of the hour is: 

• need to be conscious of what happens between elections, given the 
opacity of government, given its awesome power over the lives and 
liberties of citizens, and given the propensity of every government to 
appropriate, accumulate and misuse power. This can be checked, 
provided we appreciate the competence of ordinary people to 
participate in political campaigns in civil society. 

Conclusion:  

• civil society cannot be conceptualised independently of the state. A 
democratic state needs a democratic civil society. But a democratic 
civil society also needs a democratic state; a state that respects the 
politics of ‘voice’ as opposed to the politics of the ‘vote’.  

• The promises of democracy can only be realised through collective 
action in civil society. If the state constrains civil society space, 
democracy is truncated, and citizens are seen only as voters. They are 
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deprived of status. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Loan 
wavier 
issue 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (PG8 Think beyond loan waivers) 

Context: Sustainable solution for agrarian distress and farmers’ income. 

Features of the Indian agriculture: 

1. Indian agriculture is characterised by low scale and low productivity. 

2.  About 85% of the operational landholdings in the country are below 5 
acres and 67% farm households survive on an average landholding of 
one acre.  

3. More than half of the area under cultivation does not have access to 
irrigation.  

Considering the above feature the issue raised: 

1. Agriculture income generated at average size of landholding is not 
adequate to meet farmers’ needs. 

2. The problem is exacerbated by weather and market risks.  
Some argue that the modern agriculture increase the agriculture income but 

the challenges are: 

1. savings generated from unremunerative crop enterprise are 
inadequate for investment in the modern agriculture.  

2. Rising expenses on health, education, social ceremonies and non-food 
items put additional financial demand on farm families. Consequently, 
majority of the farmers have to take loans from institutional or non-
institutional sources or both. 

Issues reated to farm loan: 

1. The amount of short-term institutional loans for agriculture exceeds 
the total cost of inputs including hired labour at an all-India level and 
in many States. This indicates that a part of crop loans is likely spent 
on non-agricultural purposes. 

2. the loans taken by cultivators from non-institutional sources, which 
involve high interest rate, is rising faster than from institutional 
sources. These indicators point to a worrying development — much of 
the growth in household demand in rural India has been debt-ridden 
and not supported by growth in income. 

Analysis of the farm loan waiver schemes as a measure of immediate relief 

of farmer i.e. to lessen the debt burden of distressed and vulnerable 

farmers: 



 

138 
 

• First, it covers only a tiny fraction of farmers. According to 2012-13 
NSS-SAS, 48% of the agricultural households did not have any 
outstanding loan. 

• Further, out of the indebted agricultural households, about 39% 
borrowed only from non-institutional sources. The farmers investing 
from their own savings and those borrowing from non-institutional 
sources are equally vulnerable to weather and market risks. But all 
such households are outside the purview of loan waiver. 

• Second, it provides only a partial relief to the indebted farmers as 
about half of the institutional borrowing of a cultivator is for non-farm 
purposes. 

• Third, in many cases, one household has multiple loans either from 
different sources or in the name of different family members, which 
entitles it to multiple loan waiving.  

• Fourth, loan waiving excludes agricultural labourers who are even 
weaker than cultivators in bearing the consequences of economic 
distress.  

• Fifth, it severely erodes the credit culture, with dire long-run 
consequences to the banking business.  

• Sixth, the scheme is prone to serious exclusion and inclusion errors, as 
evidenced by the Comptroller and Auditor General’s (CAG) findings in 
the Agricultural Debt Waiver and Debt Relief Scheme, 2008. In other 
words, the loan waiver as a concept excludes most of the farm 
households in dire need of relief and includes some who do not 
deserve such relief on economic grounds. 

Concern: It appears that loan waiving can provide a short-term relief to a 

limited section of farmers; it has a meagre chance of bringing farmers out of 

the vicious cycle of indebtedness. 

Way forward: 

Short term/immediate relief 

solution 

Long term solution 

1. For providing immediate relief to 

the needy farmers, a more inclusive 

alternative approach is to identify 

the vulnerable farmers’ based on 

certain criteria and give an equal 

amount as financial relief to the 

vulnerable and distressed families. 

For instance, in Uttar Pradesh 23.2% 

(41.87 lakh) agricultural households 

(180.49 lakh) are estimated to have 

1.In the longer run, strengthening 

the repayment capacity of the 

farmers by improving and stabilising 

their income 

2. Raise income from agricultural 

activities and enhance access to 

non-farm sources of income.  

3. Improved technology, expansion 

of irrigation coverage, and crop 

diversification towards high-value 
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income below poverty line.  

2. Another major source of increase 

in farmers’ income is remunerative 

prices for farm produce. This 

requires removal of old regulations 

and restrictions on agriculture to 

enable creation of a liberalised 

environment for investment, trading 

and marketing. 

 

 

crops are appropriate measures for 

raising productivity and farmers’ 

income. For instance, loan waiver 

may cost Uttar Pradesh at least Rs. 

36,000 crore, which is 4.4 times the 

State’s capital expenditure of Rs. 

8,191 crore (Budget estimate) in 

agriculture, including irrigation and 

flood management, in 2016-17. A 

similar amount spent on 

improvement of agriculture 

infrastructure and other 

developmental activities would 

create a base for future growth and 

development of the sector. 

 

 

Conclusion: Agrarian distress and farmers’ income will be addressed much 

better if States undertake and sincerely implement long-pending reforms in 

the agriculture sector with urgency. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Privacy 
issue 

 

 

 

 

Source--Indian Express ( Limitations to privacy, says SC, petitioner says embedded in 

life, liberty) 

Context 

1. A nine-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court, which began 

hearing arguments Wednesday to determine whether right to privacy 

is a fundamental right under the Constitution. 

What court said? 

2. Privacy is not so absolute or overarching to prevent the state from 

legislating. 

3. If privacy is right to make choice, choice in what area — family, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, surveillance…what all? 
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4. Court was trying to understand whether it should define the 

contours of the right. 

5. For instance, right to cohabit with wife is right to privacy but right to 

send children to school isn’t. 

6. There is some element of autonomy in the exercise of liberty which 

does not lie in the realm of liberty. It is not necessary that everything 

that falls within liberty also falls within privacy. 

7. Privacy rights are not only vertical (not only against state action) but 

also horizontal (against society) and imposes an obligation on the 

state to make laws to protect one’s existence in society. 

Petitioner’s argument for Right to privacy 

8. Privacy was embedded in all processes of human life. 

9. Liberty is pre-existing law. All that the Constitution did is to 

enumerate it. 

10. Privacy was embedded in the expressions liberty and dignity as 

appearing in the Preamble to the Constitution. 

11. Liberty is inalienable, all choices are a part of the exercise of liberty. 

Humans cannot exist without liberty. 

12. Liberty is heart and soul of the Constitution. 

13. Privacy, was not something that needs to be carved out as every 

human action is a part of his/her privacy. 

14. Non-mentioning of privacy rights explicitly in the fundamental rights 

does not signify it does not exist. It can be deduced from other 

fundamental rightsmentioned in Part III of the Constitution. Freedom 

of press too was not mentioned but deduced so. 

Right to Privacy and Data protection 

15. Right of privacy is not necessarily coexistent with data protection. 

16. This was why even Europe, had to bring in two separate conventions, 

one dealing with privacy and another with data protection. 

17. “Whether we like it or not, we live in a world of big data and the state 

is entitled to regulate privacy. Privacy is not so absolute or 

overarching to prevent the state from legislating” –Court said. 
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Current affair based question 

Q.1) Consider the following statements regarding the National Crime Records Bureau: 
1. It collects and analyse crime data as defined by the Indian Penal Code (IPC) 
2. It is a part of Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 
Which of the following statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) Neither 1 nor 2 
c) Both are correct 
d) 2 only 

Answer a 

Q.2) Which of the following statements regarding Institutes of National Importance (INIs) 
is/are correct? 
1. Premier Secondary Education Institutions can be declared as the INIs. 
2. Insitutions with private partnership cannot be declares as the INIs. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
a) Both are correct 
b) 1 only 
c) 2 only 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer d 

 

Q.3) Which of the following statements imply that our constitutional fathers provided 
enough safeguards for ordinances to not be used arbitrarily? 
1. Power of President to legislate by ordinance is not parallel power of legislation. 
2. An ordinance is subject to the same constitutional limitations as an act of Parliament. 
3. The ordinance making power of the President can be questioned on the ground of being 
malafide. 
4. The temporary nature of ordinance i.e. if not approved by Parliament in the stipulated 
time ceases to exist. 
Select the answer below: 
a) 1 and 4 only 
b) 1,2 and 4 only 
c) 4,2 and 3 only 
d) 1,2,3 and 4 

Answer c 

 

Q.4) Consider the following statements regarding Genetically Modified (GM) crops: 
1. They have reduced reliance on chemical pesticides. 
2. They help reduce post harvest losses. 
3. They help increase the efficiency of mineral usage by plants. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
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c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer d 

 

Q.5) Consider the following statements regarding Ransomware WannaCry  
1.WannaCry has used a hacking tool named Eternal Blue 
2.It was developed by US National Security Agency to gain access to computers used by 
terrorists and enemy states. 
Which of the following statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Neither 1 nor 2 
d) Both are correct 

Answer c 
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July ‘21st ’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 

 

AIDS 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg7 50% of HIV-infected get treatment now: UNAIDS) 

Highlights of UNAIDS report: 

• For the first time since the global onset of the HIV/AIDS epidemic, the scales 

have tipped in favour of patients. 

• More than half of all People Living with HIV (PLHIV) now have access to HIV 

treatment. 

• Globally AIDS-related deaths have almost halved since 2005. 

New infections in India: India is the country where most new HIV infections are 

occurring in the Asia-Pacific region. 

• The bad news is that the majority of the cases — nearly 95 per cent of the cases 

in 2016 — were concentrated in just 10 countries, India being one of them. 

• India has 2.1 million people living with HIV, with 80,000 new infections annually, 

as of 2016. In 2005, the annual incidence was 1,50,000 people. 

• Hurdles in India: access to medicines- insufficient availability and poor 

affordability of essential medicines. 

India plays a special role: 

• While the world seems to be on track to reach the global target of 30 million 

people on treatment by 2020, remains a major barrier and India plays a special 

role. 

• Indian industries supplied nearly 90% of antiretroviral medicines in low- and 

middle-income countries in 2015 

90-90-90 target: 

The idea behind the 90-90-90 target is to diagnose 90% of people who are HIV 
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positive; get 90% of the diagnosed HIV+ people on antiretroviral treatment, and 

90% of those on antiretrovirals should be virally suppressed 

 

GS:1—ART & CULTURE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg9 Should Urbanisation score over conservation?) 

CONTEXT 

The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites Remains Act, 1958 (as amended 

in the year 2010) prohibits grant of any permission for new construction within the 

prohibited area of a centrally protected monument/ site.   

“Prohibited area” : 100 metres around every national monument where no 

construction, public or private is permitted,  

“Regulated area” : 200 metres beyond the prohibited area, where any construction 

requires permission of a newly constituted National Monuments Authority. 

So, To make way for certain constructions limited strictly to public works and 

projects essential to public within the prohibited area, the following amendments 

have been approved:  

 

i) Insertion of a new definition of public works"  

ii) Amendment to allow any Department or Office of the Central Government to 

carry out public works in the prohibited area after obtaining permission from the 

Central Government.  

What’s Wrong with it ? 

 Any construction, whether for a public project or private purpose, will pose risks to a 
monument. 
Allowing an exception for “public works” will open a Pandora’s Box, and it will become 
impossible for the National Monuments Authority or the Archaeological Survey of India to 
ensure that such construction do not pose a threat to a monument. 

♦ Allowing Public works in the immediate vicinity of a protected monument will defeat the 
very purpose of the AMASR Act and will be a violation of Article 49 of the Constitution. 
Collective heritage has been pooled in by several generations over many centuries and 
millennia. No one has empowered the present generation to destroy or endanger this 
bequest. 
 

Advocates in favour of amendments give examples of modernisation of Paris 
which  symbolised both the revitalisation of the city and an adherence to its history.  
 But caution is advised and recommends City specific planning. 
An urban arts commission in each city is needed as an empowered authority to direct 
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appropriate mapping of its tangible and intangible heritage, to be followed by the 
preparation of a conservation management plan for each precinct. 
New buildings shall come up if absolutely needed and designed accordingly.  

 

Way Forward:-  

The apex court in Archaeological Survey of India vs Narender Anand And Ors, opined, that 

maintaining a balance between the dire necessity of protecting historical monuments of 

national and international importance and development of infrastructures is 

understandable, but it is not possible to approve the fiat issued to the Central Government 

to review the prohibition clauses. 

Hence preserving the cultural heritage is as necessary as the development is which could 

happen without destroying the social, economic and cultural heritage of the nation. 

 

 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

GST 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (Taxing body part) 

Context: 

1. Author is highly critical about the new GST tax regime. 

2. Unfortunately, items of luxury, whose deprivation causes no challenges to 

human existence is being prioritised and charged less compared to aids and 

appliances that are essential items for persons with disabilities. 

Flaws in the current tax bracket: 

3. The GST on aids and appliances for persons with disabilities uses such 

as Crutches, callipers, hearing aids, walking frames, etc. would attract 

a GST of 5 per cent. 

4. But the items used to embellish your body, will attract less and in some 

cases, no GST. 

5. Kajal, kumkum, bindi, bangles and even human hair are not taxed at all, 

and gold and diamonds will attract a GST of just 3 per cent. 

6. Puja samagri like rudraksha, prasadam, panchamrut, cotton wicks etc. are 

also exempt from GST. 

7. There is a lower slab of 0.25 per cent for items like unpolished stones. 
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Rationale behind this tax bracket? 

8. It is to enable the domestic manufacturer to claim input tax credit for raw 

materials used in the manufacture of these products. 

 How this tax bracket affects the disabled and other vulnerable sections? 

9.  Aids and appliances that are essential items for persons with disabilities for 

their daily routine, access opportunities of education or employment or 

enjoyment of other rights or the discharge of duties as a responsible 

citizen. 

10. The fact that without aids and appliances the disabled are deprived of all 

these and forced into a dis-empowered  state of seclusion 

 Earlier tax regime 

11. Items like Braille printer, refreshable Braille display and Braille note-taker, 

talking watches and clocks, audio labelling devices, DAISY players are 

entirely imported items and did not attract any taxes earlier. 

12. There are no domestic manufacturers of these products. 

13. Raw materials like aluminium extrusions, square tubes and round tubes of 

aluminium used in the manufacture of artificial limbs and 

many rehabilitation aids were exempt from the earlier tax regime. 

14. It needs to be underlined that input tax credit is, in any case, merely a by-

product of the tax channels’ unification, the weeding out of redundancy and 

the cascading taxes rife in the system that existed earlier. 

Solution? 

If the intent of the government is to protect the domestic industry, the government 

has to take the following concrete steps. 

15. Help Indian manufacturers build capacity by way of a technology incubator. 

16. Extend existing indigenous manufacturers’ scattered production centres into 

a nation-wide network of distribution, customisation and servicing. 
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Current affair based question 

 

Q.1) Which of the following diseases are caused by ‘Virus’? 
1. Measles  
2. Mumps  
3. Rabies  
4. Dengue 
5. Tetanus 
6. Typhoid 
Select the correct option using the codes given below. 
a) 1, 2, 3, 4 only 
b) 1, 2, 5, 6 only 
c) 3, 4, 5, 6 only 
d) 1, 2, 5, 6 only 

Answer a 

 

Q.2) Consider the following statement regarding the ‘UNAIDS’: 
1. It is a member of the United Nations Development Group. 
2. It is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) Both are correct 
b) 1 only 
c) 2 only 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer a 

 

Q.3) Consider the following pairs: 
Classical Dance Forms      Region 
1. Bharatnatyam                 Tamil Nadu and Karnataka 
2. Kathak                              Jaipur and Lucknow 
3. Sattriya                             Nagaland 
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) 1 and 2 only 
d) 2 and 3 only 

Answer c 

 

Q.4) Consider the following statements regarding Ransomware WannaCry  
1.WannaCry has used a hacking tool named Eternal Blue 
2.It was developed by US National Security Agency to gain access to computers used by 
terrorists and enemy states. 
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Which of the following statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Neither 1 nor 2 
d) Both are correct 

Answer c 

Q.5) Who of the following will be the members of the GST Council? 
1) Union Finance Minister 
2) Union Minister of State in charge of Revenue or Finance 
3) Chief Ministers of States 
Select the correct option using the codes given below. 
a) 1, 3 only 
b) 1, 2 only 
c) 2, 3 only 
d) All of the above 

Answer b 
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July ‘22nd’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 

Rail sector 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg5 Audit slams Railways on food quality) 

Context: Audit report on Railways 

Concern:  

• A Comptroller and Auditor General report tabled in Parliament has 
found severe deficiencies in the catering services of the Indian 
Railways 

• Also, it is found that several stations and trains serving food items 
“unfit for human consumption” 

• The CAG also found unfair trade practices at stations and in trains. Bills 
were not provided for the food items served on trains 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Security 
situation 

 

 

 

 

 

 Source—The Hindu (pg5 ‘Major deficiencies in Army’s ammunition 

reserves’) 

Context:  Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) report highlights a dismal 

picture of the Army’s War Wastage Reserve (WWR) ammunition, especially 

of high caliber equipment needed to wage intense war. 

Highlights: 

• No significant improvement in the availability of WWR ammunition. 

• On the efforts to procure ammunition, the CAG noted that there 

continued to be a critical deficiency in the availability and quality of 

ammunition supplied by the Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) since March 

2013. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/major-deficiencies-in-armys-ammunition-reserves/article19326740.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/major-deficiencies-in-armys-ammunition-reserves/article19326740.ece
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War Wastage Reserve (WWR): WWR is the reserve quantity of ammunition 

needed to meet the requirements for the expected duration of operations. 

 

 

GS:2—EDUCATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Source—The Hindu (pg11 Untrained teachers get 2 years to qualify) 

Context: 

• Lok Sabha passes Compulsory Education (Amendment) Bill, 2017 

Objective: 

• Bill offers untrained teachers teaching in schools time till March 31, 

2019, to acquire B.El. Ed (Bachelor of Elementary Education) or D. El. 

Ed. (Diploma in Elementary Education) qualifications to hold their 

jobs as teachers. 

Rationale behind the introduction: 

• Many new schools had come up in the days of educational 

expansion under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and the RTE, and many 

teachers who were hired did not have requisite degrees, some 

having studied only till school. 

• They were given five years to train themselves, and many did, but 5-

6 lakh private schools teachers and 2.5-lakh government school 

teachers still did not have the requisite degrees. 

 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

TFA 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg13 WCO lauds India’s trade facilitation plan) 

News 

the WCO viewpoint:  

1. The World Customs Organisation (WCO) describes 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/untrained-teachers-get-2-years-to-qualify/article19326794.ece
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 India’s National Trade Facilitation Action Plan (NTFAP) as a ‘best 

practice’ other nations can adopt 

2. The WCO is impressed by the fact that as many as 51 of the 76 

activities mentioned in the NTFAP “go beyond” the 

implementation requirements of the World Trade 

Organisation’s Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) 

3. The TFA is meant to ease Customs norms for faster flow of goods 

across borders- had come into effect in February 2017 

What is NTFAP? 

1. It aims to cut cargo release time for exports and imports as part 
of measures to boost goods trade 

2. The NTFAP is to be implemented between 2017 and 2020, is part 
of India’s efforts to improve its ease of doing business ranking 

About World Customs Organization 

1. The World Customs Organization (WCO) is an intergovernmental 
organizationheadquartered in Brussels, Belgium 

2. It has 182 member nations (including India) that manage more 
than 98% of world trade. 

3. The WCO is noted for its work in areas covering the 
development of international conventions, instruments, and 
tools on topics such as commodity classification, valuation, rules 
of origin, collection of customs revenue, supply chain security, 
international trade facilitation, customs enforcement activities, 
combating counterfeiting in support of Intellectual Property 
Rights (IPR), drugs enforcement, illegal weapons trading, 
integrity promotion, and delivering sustainable capacity building 
to assist with customs reforms and modernization 

4. The WCO maintains the international Harmonized System 
(HS) goods nomenclature, and administers the technical aspects 
of the World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreements on Customs 
Valuation and Rules of Origin 

Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) 

1. The TFA is the WTO’s first-ever multilateral accord that aims to 
simplify customs regulations for the cross-border movement of 
goods. It was outcome of WTO’s 9th Bali (Indonesia) ministerial 
package of 2013 

2. The agreement includes provisions for Lowering import 
tariffs and agricultural subsidies: It will make it easier for 
developing countries to trade with the developed world in global 
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markets 

3. Abolish hard import quotas: Developed countries would abolish 
hard import quotas on agricultural products from the developing 
world and instead would only be allowed to charge tariffs on 
amount of agricultural imports exceeding specific limits 

4. Reduction in red tape at international borders: It aims to 
reduce red-tapism to facilitate trade by reforming customs 
bureaucracies and formalities. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Privacy issue 

 

 

 

 Source—The Hindu (pg1 Protection of personal data a right: Centre 

Context: 

• The Supreme Court’s five-judge Constitution Bench is hearing a 

petition filed by students — led by Karmanya Singh Sareen — 

alleging that a contract entered into between Facebook and instant 

messaging platform WhatsApp in 2016 was a violation of the 

citizens’ right to privacy. 

• This data includes photographs, messages and pictures shared by 

users on WhatsApp. 

Centre’s observation: 

• Personal data is an integral part of one’s dignity and life. 

• Any sharing of personal data by service providers or social media 

platforms, which impinges on a person’s right to life under Article 21 

of the Constitution, requires regulation. 

Regulatory mechanism: a regulatory mechanism is in the offing to 

protect people from personal data leaks online. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

POCSO Act 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg1 Mentally retarded adult not a child: SC) 

Context: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/protection-of-personal-data-a-right-centre/article19328145.ece
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1. A “mentally-retarded” adult cannot be considered a child and 

given refuge under the Protection of Children from Sexual 

Offences Act of 2012, the Supreme Court held on Friday. 

2. The case before the court was that of a rape victim, whose 

biological age is 38 though medical reports conclude that her 

“mental age” is that of six-year-old. 

Issue of Biological age 

3. The petitioner said the biological age of a person should not be 

the governing yardstick for POCSO, which seeks to protect 

children from sexual abuse. 

4. Treat them with fragility and provide them gentle care 

throughout the criminal trial and swiftly punish the guilty. 

5. Any person, even an adult, who is incapable of understanding 

what is happening to her, is equal to a child. 

6. A holistic interpretation of the term ‘child’ to 

include intellectually-vulnerable adults serves the basic purpose 

of the 2012 Act. 

SC Judgement 

7. In separate judgments, agreed that a judge cannot take on the 

role of the legislator. 

8. It is not for the judge to decide “what the law ought to be 

instead of what the law is”. 

9. Definition of the term ‘child’ in Section 2(d) is exhaustive 

and includes only persons below the biological age of 18. 

10. The 2012 Act recognises the phenomenon of “mental disability,” 

but confines its ambit to only the mental disability of minors. 

About The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 

Definition of a child under the Act: The Act is gender-neutral and 

defines a child as any person below the age of eighteen years. 

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 provides: 

• Precise definitions for different types of Child abuse crimes 

• Stringent punishments 

• Mandatory reporting 

• Child-friendly procedures 

• Under Section 45 of the Act, the power to make rules rests with 
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the Central Government 

• Qualifications and experience of interpreters 

• Arrangements for care and protection 

• Criteria for award of compensation by the Special Court 

• The rules rely on the structures established under the Juvenile 
Justice Act, 2000. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

RCEP meeting 
agenda 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 Digital trade games) 

Context: the need of a efficient ‘data flow’ strategy for India 

Concern:  

• Many countries are placing great limitations on 
digital policymaking in the name of promoting e-commerce 

• Few people understand the real nature of the digital 
issues involved 

• And the relevant policy requirements of the present and the 
future 

Wrong consideration 

• Free global flow of data is wrongly presented as being the same 
as the free flow of information 

• The data that underpins global media, or personal/social 
communication networks is one thing 

• And the data basic to banking, retailing, the defence forces, 
public services, health, education services,etc is an entirely 
different matter 

What should be done: 

Instead of seeing it as a global flow of data, one must see it as a global 

flow of intelligence 

Nature of digital intelligence 

• First, digital intelligence is going to be by far the single most 
important economic resource 

• Whoever has it controls everything 

• Second, digital intelligence tends to concentrate strongly around 
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a few poles or centres 

impact of digital intelligence on future world 

• The nature of digital intelligence will results in every sector 
getting organised around a very few centres of sectoral digital 
intelligence 

• Countries will be forced to negotiate with countries which 
supplies most of their A.I. software, for example, China or the 
United States 

• Why: to essentially become that country’s economic dependent 

• How: by taking in welfare subsidies in exchange for letting the 
“parent” nation’s A.I. companies continue to profit from the 
dependent country’s users 

• Such economic arrangements would reshape 
today’s geopolitical alliances 

What is the need of Digital Industrialisation in India? 

• India must consider a digital industrialisation strategy 

• Why: to ensure that digitally-induced efficiencies in every sector 
to be retained within India and not allowed to flow out without 
any obstruction 

• This will not only ensure that our economy and society are not 
controlled from outside but also protect existing jobs and create 
many more new ones 

• But if it allows such outflows, it will soon find itself on the wrong 
side of digital colonisation 

Requirements for starting a Digital Industrialisation in India: This 

requires an independent digital policy, including protections for India’s 

digital industry 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

the Inter-State 
River Water 
Disputes 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (A stronger river referee) 

Context: 

1. The government introduced the Inter-State River Water 

Disputes (Amendment) Bill 2017. 

2. But the bill doesn’t fully recognise the need to plug holes in the 
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larger ecosystem of interstate river water sharing, development 

and governance. 

Why new amendment bill? 

3. The Interstate Water Disputes Act 1956 even after half dozen 

amendments, reliesexclusively on tribunals for expeditious 

resolution of river disputes. 

4. The Supreme Court and other courts do not have 

jurisdiction over such disputes — they can interpret verdicts of 

tribunals. 

5. The arrangement demonstrates that the disputes’ resolution 

generally has not been effective. 

6. Disputes have recurred, there have been long delays in 

adjudication and states have not complied with verdicts of 

tribunals. 

New bill-provisions: 

1. The bill proposes a permanent Inter-State River Water Disputes 

Tribunal (ISRWDT). In the current arrangement, tribunals are formed 

when a river water dispute arises and will be dispute-specific. 

7. Inter-State River Water Disputes Tribunal (ISRWDT) 

1. It will be an eight-member body comprising 

serving Supreme Court and high court judges. 

2. It will have a chairperson and a vice-chairperson and the 

members will retire when they are 70 — there was no 

such limit earlier. 

3. Each dispute will be referred to a three-member 

bench and resolution will be time bound. 

4. Entire process is restricted to five-and-half years, taking 

into account all extensions. There is almost no limit on 

extensions in the current arrangement. 

2. The bill provides for a DRC (Disputes Resolution Committee) to 

enable ex-ante negotiated settlements, in place of earlier mediation by 

the Centre. 

8. DRC (Disputes Resolution Committee)  

1. To avoid disputes advancing to the next stage of legal 

adjudication. 
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2. Centre will set up the DRC with “members from such 

relevant fields, as it deems fit, for resolving the disputes 

amicably” 

3. DRC’s functions — recording data, noting stands and 

claims of states and reporting facts 

3. A data bank and information system. But there is a similar provision 

in the current act as well, but it mandates the Centre to create such a 

repository. 

9. Problems: 

1. The new bill allows the Centre to appoint or authorise an 

agency for the purpose 

2. This arrangement could hit a roadblock given the 

tenuous centre-state relationsover managing river 

waters. 

3. The challenge is not about gathering data and 

information, but more about states agreeing over a 

particular piece of data. 

4. The challenge is also about tapping the data to produce 

knowledge that can be used for decision-making. Such 

knowledge has been a major area of contestation before 

the tribunals so far. 

Flaws in the new bill? 

10. Absence of an effective implementation mechanism. 

11. Even though the ISRWDT is a permanent avenue, there is 

nothing that prevents the inevitable escalation of disputes. 

12. States defying tribunals’ directives and disregarding awards and 

the bill offers little to check these tendencies. 

13. The Supreme Court, too, has been amenable to Special Leave 

Petitions which then lead to extended litigation in the apex 

court. 

 Implementing the tribunal’s awards, previous issues? 

14. The Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal Award, given in 

2007, lamented about legal ambiguities which prevented it 

from recommending an institutional mechanism to implement 

its award. 

15. These ambiguities will persist even after the amendments. The 
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power to devise such mechanisms is with the Centre but it is ill-

equipped to offer competent and resilient mechanisms. 

16. The River Boards Act, 1956, the most potent law available for 

the purpose has become a dead letter. 

17. The ad-hoc mechanisms devised outside this law have not been 

successful. 

18. In the Cauvery dispute, both the Cauvery River Authority and 

the Cauvery Supervisory Committee proved to be ineffective. 

19. With this critical gap, implementing tribunal awards will be a 

huge challenge. 

Way forward 

20. The conflicts arise when the instruments and institutions for 

cooperation fail. 

21. The government has to bring in a comprehensive legislation in 

place of the River Boards Act, 1956, to enable inter-state river 

water cooperation and collaboration. 
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Current affair based question 

 

Q.1) Consider the following statements regarding the World Customs Organization: 
1. India is not a member of the World Customs Organization 
2. It doesn’t work against illegal wepons 
3. It also work in support of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) 
Which of the following statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 2 and 3 only 
b) 1, 2 and 3 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1 and 2 only 

Answer a 

 

Q.2) Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) is related to 
a) BRICS Countries 
b) World Trade Organisation 
c) Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
d) None of the above 

Answer b 

Q.3) Which of the following are tributaries of Cauvery river? 
1.Arkavathy 
2.Hemavati 
3.Honnuhole 
4.Indravati  
Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
a)1,2,4 only 
b)1,2,3 only 
c)2 and 4 only 
d)All of the above 

Answer b 

Q.4) The Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) can conduct the auditing of: 
1. Receipts and expenditure from the Consolidated Fund of India and all the Union 
Territories. 
2. Panchayati Raj Institutions and Urban Local Bodies  
3. Accounts of stores and stock kept in Government offices or departments 
4.Contingency fund of each state 
Select the correct option using the codes given below: 
a) 1 & 3 Only 
b) 2,3 ,4 Only 
c) 1, 3 & 4 Only 
d) 1, 2, 3 & 4 

Answer d 
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Q5. The Nahar Wildlife Sanctuary (NWS) is located in which state? 

a. Rajasthan 
b. Assam 
c. Haryana 
d. Kerala 
 

Answer c 
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July ‘23rd’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

Biodiversity  

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg1 A Sunderbans denizen staves off extinction) 

In news: 

• A critically endangered- the rare Northern river terrapin (Batagur 

baska), resident of the Sunderbans is set to get a new home, beginning a 

slow journey to recovery from a disastrous decline in the wild.  It is more 

threatened than the Bengal tiger, but far less known. 

• Batagur baska, the 60-cm-long turtle that is presumed extinct in several 

Southeast Asian countries, is classified as critically endangered by the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature ( IUCN) in its Red List of 

threatened species. The tiger, by comparison, is endangered. 

• Batagur baska is described as the world’s second most endangered 

turtle. 

• The Yangtze giant soft shell turtle, Rafetus swinhoei, is considered the 

most endangered freshwater turtle. 

• Habitat of Batagur baska: river estuarine. 

• Of six large fresh water turtles of the genus Batagur, three are found in 

India. Batagur kachuga (Red-crowned roofed turtle) and Batagur 

dhongoka (Three-striped roofed turtle) are found in the tributaries of 

the Ganga, such as Chambal. 
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GS:1—SOCIETY 

 

Child 
marriage 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg2  Every third child bride in the world is Indian: 

report) 

Report: ‘Eliminating Child Marriage in India’, released by ActionAid India 

highlights- 

• Every third child bride in the world is an Indian. 

• There had been some improvement in the age of marriage, but that 

India still accounted for about 33% of all child marriages in the world. Of 

the married female population in India, 30.2% had been child brides. 

• 75% of all child marriages took place in rural areas as on 2011. The 

number was even higher for the period between 2007 and 2011, at 82%. 

• Uttar Pradesh accounted for the highest percentage of child marriages in 

India, at 16.6%. U.P., Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, Rajasthan, Bihar, 

Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh accounted for 70% of all child 

marriages in India as of 2011. 

 

 

 

GS:3—SECURITY 

 

DEFENCE 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Naval security wing remains a pipe dream ) 

Context:  

In an audit of the Comptroller and Auditor General, submitted in Parliament 

on Friday for security of the Indian Navy, it has been said that many 

recommendations of the investigation of naval accidents have not yet been 

implemented. Navy's security is still a distant dream. 

key points  

 

▪ The CAG's audit said that despite the death of many accidents and 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/every-third-child-bride-in-the-world-is-indian-report/article19333880.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/every-third-child-bride-in-the-world-is-indian-report/article19333880.ece
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service officers and sailors associated with submarines and vessels, the 

central government has yet to give formal approval for the formation of 

a dedicated organization for the disposal of the Naval Accidents. 

▪ There is no institutional framework for dealing with security issues since 

its establishment near the Indian Navy. A dedicated organization was 

established by the Indian Navy in 2014 to deal with security issues, but it 

is still waiting for approval from the government. 

Timeline between 2007-08 to 2015-16  

 

▪   The idea of creating an Indian Navy Security Organization was fixed in 

2006 and finally it was promulgated in October 2012. It was established 

in February 2014, although it has not yet been approved by the 

government. 

▪ 33 service officers and sailors have died in 38 accidents in the Indian 

Navy from 2007-08 to 2015-16. 

▪ In these accidents or accidents, the Navy has lost two ships (INS 

Vindhyagiri and TRV-A72) and a submarine (INS Sindhurakshak). 

▪ The highest number of 14 incidents in the Indian Navy was in 2013-14. 

▪ In addition, in 2007-08, there were four and four accidents in six, 2014-

15, five and 2008-09 and 2009-10. 

▪ According to the audit, 15% (39%) out of 38 accidents, due to fire or 

explosion or flood, 6 (16%) of accident accidents caused by surfacing on 

the surface, other 6 (16%) collision of ships Due to the remaining 11 

(29%) of the accidents were due to various reasons. 

 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Privacy issue 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 Nilekani moots new data protection law) 

• Former UIDAI chairman Nandan Nilekani has proposed a new data 
protection and empowerment law to ensure that individuals have 
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control over their data and can ask service providers to return the 
data stored with them. 

• Terming data the most important resource in the current century, Mr. 
Nilekani said India must have a strategic policy position on data related 
issues. Mr Nilekani also backed China's approach of compelling 
companies to host Chinese users' data within the country, instead of 
overseas. 

• Companies or governments must return user data on demand' under 
law, says ex-UIDAI chief 

• He backed China's approach of compelling companies to host Chinese 
users' data within the country, instead of overseas. 

• "This way, you address the issue of privacy, data colonisation and 
competition. This is what can be called a data democracy. The time is 
now because India is now adopting digital at an unprecedented pace," 
Mr. Nilekani asserted. 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 

 

AIDS 
treatment 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg15 ‘India has taken its foot off the pedal') 

• For the first time since the global onset of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in 
the 1980s, more than half of all People Living with HIV (PLHIV) now 
have access to HIV treatment. 

• Globally, AIDS-related deaths have almost halved since 2005, according 
to the latest UNAIDS report released this week. 

• In India, the last decade saw the incidence of deaths due to AIDS fall by 
a staggering 58%. 

• However, India now faces a concentrated epidemic of HIV and is one 
of 10 countries contributing to over 95% of new HIV infections 

annually. 
• It is a misplaced assumption that it is the end of AIDS. The AIDS 

programme has become a victim of its own success. 
• The truth is that in India, we are not seeing a decline in new infections. 

The country has taken the foot off the pedal and we now have 
concentrated epidemics. 

• The government programme is not reaching all the people in need. 
Eastern and Southern African countries are miles ahead with countries 
showing 50% decline. 

• Targeting high-risk groups like injecting drug users or men who have sex 
with men (MSM) is difficult and we need to change to a model of self-

testing. It will help reaching high-risk groups that face discrimination. 
However, the country is close to reaching its first target. Nearly 77% 
HIV+ people know their status. That shows the goal is within reach. 
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Dealing with stigma and discrimination is critical too if we are to 
succeed. The science is there and we need political commitment. 

• Tuberculosis is a leading cause of death for people with HIV. Simple 
economics dictates that these two programmes be brought together so 
[that] patients can be screened for both diseases at the same public 
health facility. It makes a lot of sense for the delivery system as 
well. Merging HIV and TB programmes is good public health and good 
economics. 

• In fact, the biggest multilateral donor, The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria (GFATM), is encouraging joint funding 
proposals for TB-HIV because of this rationale. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Employment  

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (section-II Pg11 ‘India's labour laws are anti-

employment') 

• India's labour laws are anti-employment, Singapore's Deputy Prime 

Minister Tharman Shanmugaratnam said. 
• Terming jobs as the country's biggest challenge that must be addressed 

urgently in order to avert a demographic crisis, he suggested giving real 
authority to cities and states to ‘move the boundaries' of contentious 
labour and land legislations. 

• Warning that the window of opportunity for labour-intensive 
economic activity is narrowing, he said the pace of adoption of 
artificial intelligence and robots in the manufacturing process will 

accelerate and robots are already being deployed in Indian speciality 
chemicals and automobile industries. 

• "Robots may cost more capital now, but in return, you get high quality 

and productivity as unfortunately, robots don't take breaks, and [there 
is] high certainty of future costs. And they are getting cheaper so this is 
a real challenge," he said. 

• While lauding the country's recent efforts in skill development the 
Singapore Deputy Prime Minister said the link with jobs and 
placements is weak and the tertiary education system is divorced from 
market realities. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
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Agriculture 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg5 Haryana to set up vegetable price stability fund) 

• With an aim to address the problem of seasonal fluctuation of 
vegetables prices, the Haryana government will soon set up 
avegetable price stability fund. 

• "Perishable vegetables like potato and tomato cannot be stored for 
long and farmers have no solution to this problem. The fund will be set 
up to provide assistance to farmers in the event of price fluctuation," 
said Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

Climate 
change 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 In KG basin, is the sea rising or land sinking?) 

• Fertile agricultural lands in the Krishna Godavari basin are turning saline, 
raising questions on what is primarily responsible for the phenomenon. 

• Is land subsidence the result of reduced sedimentation flow in dammed 
rivers, oil and natural gas extraction, or other factors? 

• Senior geologist from Andhra University, G. Krishna Rao, who has worked in 
the area for over 30 years, and trained in field surveys, saysthat land 
subsidence could be a greater threat to the eastern coast with its fertile 
river deltas than sea-level rise of a few millimetres per year expected due 
to climate change. 

• Field surveys done in the KG basin by Mr. Rao revealed land subsidence 
ranging from 1.5 ft to 5.4 ft over a 30-year period, leading to seawater 
ingress. The resulting increase in soil salinity affected farms. Increased 
coastal erosion had also damaged structures. 

• Mr. Krishna Rao blames oil and natural gas extraction for the land sinking 
in the KG basin. 

• He is member of the Krishna Godavari Deltala Parirakshana Samithi, an 
NGO, which moved the High Court of Hyderabad to fix responsibility on oil 
and gas majors, including the ONGC. He contends that extraction of 
hydrocarbons from deep under the Earth's surface decreased the effective 
stress that kept rock formations in balance, resulting in their 
destabilisation. 

• However, when contacted, ONGC denied "any substantial evidence in terms 
of scientific data to conclude that the activities of ONGC are causing any 
disturbance in the areas studied [KG basin]." 

• There are two interim reports of investigations on land subsidence 
conducted by the Delta Studies Institute on the directions of the High 

Court. 
• The reports noted "noticeable land changes had occurred" in the KG Basin 
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based on remote sensing studies (SAR interferometry), but did not 
establish the reason. 

• A part of the second interim report submitted to the court says: "Among 
three zones it was noticed that one particular zone indicates pronounced 
changes. 

• The studies further indicate that these areas are either surrounded by 
aquaculture ponds and [in] some areas are close to the oil field areas 
where drilling must have been carried out." 

• A third study was underway to establish the factors responsible. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

GST 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 GST system is robust: Centre) 

• The Goods and Services Tax (GST) system is not exposed directly to the 
Internet and has a dedicated round-the-clock security operations command 
centre in its network against cyberthreats, the government has told the Rajya 
Sabha. 

• Any interaction with the GST system was only through APIs (application 

programming interfaces). It had a multi-layered security architecture and had 
operational segregation through use of a virtual local area network. 

• There was segregation of duties, least privilege access principles, Internet 
Protocol (IP) filtering and blocking of rogue IPs, resiliency at each layer, secure 
coding practices ensuring security of GST software development 
throughout Software Development Lifecycle, and at-rest and in-transit data 
encryption, the government said. 

• The data sharing mechanism ensures that any data transfer from the GST 
system is in encrypted format. 

 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

West asia 
issue 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg12 Why is Iran growing its presence in Iraq?) 

• After the U.S. withdrew its troops from Iraq in 2011, Baghdad 
became increasingly dependent on Tehran on various avenues, from 

trade to security, which raised Iran's global profile. 
• Iran established a Shia corridor stretching from Tehran through 

Baghdad and Damascus to southern Lebanon 
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where Hezbollahoperates. 
• But Iran's strategic calculations came under threat when the Islamic 

State made inroads into north-western Iraq. 
• The IS, which is anti-Shia, captured Mosul, Iraq's second largest city, 

in June 2014 and was marching towards Baghdad. 
• Had the IS taken over Baghdad, Iran would not only have lost a 

friendly regime, but also felt the heat of an anti-Shia jihadist group 
closer to its borders. 

• Its focus immediately turned to building Shia militia groups, along 
with the Iraqi government, to fight the IS in Iraq. 

• These groups, known as Popular Mobilisation Unites, or Al-Hashd al-

Shaabi, have played a major role in the liberation of Iraqi cities, such 
as Ramadi, Fallujah and Mosul, from IS rule. 

• How did Iran gain entry? 
• If there's one country in West Asia that benefited from the United 

States' 2003 invasion of Iraq, it was Iran. 
• For the Islamic Republic, which fought an eight-year-long war with 

Iraq in 1980-88, Saddam Hussein's regime remained a security 
concern. 

• In the pre-Iraq war scenario, Syria was the only stable ally of Iran, but 
both countries were separated by a hostile Iraq. 

• Iraq is a Shia-majority country, which Saddam Hussein's secular 

Ba'ath party ruled for decades with an iron fist. 
• When the post-Saddam Iraq held the country's first free elections in 

2005, Shia parties, most of which had had long-standing relations 
with Iran, rose to power. 

• Ever since, Iran's influence in Iraq has only grown - first as a 
counterforce to the American occupation and then as a security 
provider to the Iraqi government. 

Why is Iraq crucial for Iran? 

• Iran doesn't have many allies in a region which is dominated by hostile 
Sunni powers. 

• Iran counters this asymmetry in geopolitical leverage by building 
influence with non-state actors. Hezbollah, the Lebanese Shia militia, 
is one of its greatest strategic assets in West Asia. 

• With a friendly government in Baghdad, Iran not only got a buffer 
between itself and the Sunni bloc, but also direct access to Syria, 
which has been a conduit for Iranian supplies for Hezbollah. 

• The George Bush administration had also lumped Iran with Iraq and 
North Korea as the "axis of evil" and had threatened it with military 
action. 

• Against that context, the Iranian strategy was to make the U.S. 
occupation costly. It supported Shia militias in Iraq's south, while Sunni 
terrorist groups such as al-Qaeda in Iraq attacked both Shias and U.S. 



 

169 
 

soldiers in the north. The Iranian strategy was partly successful as the 
U.S. eventually withdrew most of its troops from Iraq, but only after 
the invasion and the subsequent sectarian civil war ravaged the 
country. 

Will Iran pull back? 

• Now that the Iraqi government has declared the defeat of the IS, will 
Iran withdraw its militias and let Baghdad run the country on its own? 

• Given Iran's strategic ambitions and the recent history of its 
dominance in Iraq, it's unlikely to happen. 

• On the contrary, at a time when the U.S. and the Sunni monarchies in 
the Gulf are teaming up against Iran, Tehran would try to deepen its 
relations with countries such as Iraq and Syria and non-state militias 
such as Hezbollah and Hashd al-Shaabi 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

BIODIVERSITY 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg14 Tiger reserves: Economic and environmental 

win-win) 

• Tigers are what conservationists call "umbrella" species. By saving 
them, we save everything beneath their ecological umbrella - 
everything connected to them - including the world's last great 
forests, whose carbon storage mitigates climate change. 

• What all does a tiger reserve offer? 

(1)       employment generation, 

(2)       agriculture (incidentally the famous IR-8 rice was discovered from 

the wild rice plants found in one such reserve), 

(3)       fishing, 

(4)       fuel wood, 

(5)       fodder and grazing, 

(6)       timber, 

(7)       pollination of plants, 

(8)       kendu leaves, 
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(9)       carbon storage and sequestration (vital for climate protection 

against global warming), (10) water and its purification by filtering organic 

wastes, 

(10)    soil conservation, 

(11)    nutrient cycling, and 

(12)    moderation of extreme events such as cyclone storms, flash floods. 

(13)    tourism, 

(14)    education, research and development, and 

(15)    spiritual ones (like visiting temples within some of them). 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

bitcoin 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Section-II pg10 Bitcoin economy should be self-

regulated: Zebpay) 

• The best case scenario for the Bitcoin economy in India at the 
moment would be the creation of a self-regulatory body rather than 
burdening regulators like the Securities and Exchange Board of India 
(SEBI), according to Sandeep Goenka, co-founder, Zebpay, India's 
largest Bitcoin exchange. 

• "In the beginning, because there are so many changes happening to 
the industry and it is very difficult for the government to follow, they 
can simply allow us to form a self-regulatory organisation (SRO) on 
the lines of the Mutual Fund Association of India, Internet & Mobile 
Association of India, or the Payment Council of India," Mr.Goenka 

said in an interview. 
• "SEBI also started as a self-regulating organisation. They themselves 

created the regulatory structure which after many years became an 
official regulatory body," he said. 

• While Bitcoins and other crypto-currencies are currently not 
regulated in India, the government is considering various options, 
including banning such currencies, or allowing them to be transacted 
under the regulation of SEBI. 

• Mr.Goenka said the government should not consider banning Bitcoins 
as they are increasingly being used as store of value. The Bitcoin trade 

on Zebpay has risen from Rs.100 crore per year as of last year to 
Rs.200 crore per month this year. 

• Zebpay currently accounts for 70% of the Bitcoin market in India and 
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trade on their exchange shows a rapid increase in the demand for 
the crypto-currency in India, he said. 

• However, Bitcoins in India are still viewed as investment options 
rather than as a currency, like it is in countries like South Korea. This 
brings with it the added complication of how to regulate it-as a 
currency or as a stock. 

• In 2010, a Bitcoin was worth only Rs 5, which quickly rose to Rs 
30,000-40,000 last year, and now it is at Rs 175,000, according to Mr 
Goenka. 

• "It is still affordable, since you can buy a fraction of a Bitcoin," he said. 
"People are still buying with the anticipation of prices still going 

up.They are buying it as an investment, but there are no transactions 
in India since merchants are likely waiting for a critical mass of users 
and adoption." 

• Mr Goenka also stressed that the perception that crypto-currencies 
are predominantly used for illegal purposes is not based on fact, and 
that the world over, the verification process to trade in Bitcoins was 
quite stringent. 

• "Typcially, everybody (in India) has to do a verification process where 
you submit your PAN card and bank account details," Mr Goenka said. 
"It is self-regulation. We want to avoid bad actors and this is a great 
discouragement where all transactions take place only using banking 

channels and the PAN is attached to every transaction. We do not all 
cash or even e-wallets. All the exchanges globally have similar 
verification processes. 
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Current affair based question 

Q1. The rare Northern river terrapin has been classified as _______, under  
IUCN’s Red data book. 
a. Rajasthan 
b. Assam 
c. Haryana 
d. Kerala 
Answer b 

Q2. Consider the following statement with reference to Trade Facilitation  
Agreements 
1. The agreement includes provisions for Lowering import tariffs and agricultural subsidies 
2. TFA aims to reduce red-tapism to facilitate trade by reforming customs bureaucracies 

and formalities 
Choose the correct statement. 

a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
d. Neither 1 nor 2 
Answer c 

Q3. The Green Climate Fund has been established by the _________. 
a. World Bank 
b. United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity 
c. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
d. Bonn Convention 
Answer c 

Q4. Consider the following statements: 
1. In case of any delay in conducting the election of new President by any reason, the Vice 

President acts as President until a new President is elected 
2. When a vacancy occurs in the office of Vice President for any reason other than 

sickness, the Chief Justice of India acts as the Vice President until a new Vice President is 
elected 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
d. Neither 1 nor 2 
Answer d 
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July ‘24th’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Ordinance 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg1 Ordinances should be last resort: Pranab) 

Context 

• Bidding farewell to Parliament at a function to mark the end of his tenure, 

President Pranab Mukherjee said here on Sunday that the institution was 

for “debate, discussion and dissent.” Disruptions, he said, hurt the 

Opposition as it took away from it the opportunity to raise people’s 

concerns. 

The president had a word of advice for the government too 

• Ordinances should be resorted to only in “compelling circumstances.” 

• The President’s remark is significant as the Modi government, after 

repeatedly failing to amend the Enemy Property Act, 1968 in the last 

three years, had promulgated five ordinances. The Bill was passed by 

Parliament in March. Senior Union Ministers were reportedly deputed to 

convince the President to sign the fourth and fifth Enemy Property 

ordinances as he was against their promulgation. 

The passage of the GST Bill 

• The passage of the GST Bill was a sign of Parliament’s maturity. Its launch 

on July 1 was a shining example of cooperative federalism. 

• Values like fraternity, dignity and unity had become the lodestar for the 

country since Independence. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Monetary 
Policy 

 Source—The Hindu (Pg13 MPC members to get Rs.1.5 lakh per meet, must 
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Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

disclose assets) 

• The government appointees on the powerful Monetary Policy Committee 

will be paid Rs.5 lakh per meeting along with air travel and other 

reimbursements, but will need to observe a “silent period” seven days 

before and after the rate decision for “utmost confidentiality”. 

• The silent period and confidentiality requirements will also apply to the 

three RBI members, including the Governor, on the panel that has been 

deciding on policy rates since October last year, the central bank has said. 

‘Conflict of interest’ 

• The Reserve Bank released its newly notified regulations for functioning 

of the committee. 

• The members of the RBI Governor-chaired panel, which has to hold 

meetings at least four times in a year, are also required to be mindful of 

any conflict between their personal and public interest while interacting 

with profit making organisations and making personal financial 

transactions 

Monetary Policy Committee 

• The six-member MPC, constituted in September 2016, has three persons 

appointed by the central government while the rest, including the 

Governor, are from the RBI. 

• The panel is required to meet at least four times in a year and the RBI has 

been convening a bi-monthly meeting of this committee. 

• According to the Monetary Policy Committee and Monetary Policy 

Process Regulations, 2016, MPC members should also take adequate 

precaution to ensure utmost confidentiality of its policy decision before 

that is made public and preserve confidentiality about the decision 

making process, 

• Each member of the MPC has one vote and in case the numbers are 

equal, the governor has the casting vote. 

• The MPC, which has the responsibility of achieving a set inflation target, 

should submit a report to the government in case of failure to achieve the 

required target. 

• In such instances, the report shall be sent to the central government 

“within one month from the date on which the bank has failed to meet 
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the inflation target“. 

Annual disclosure 

• All members need to disclose their assets and liabilities and update this 

information once every year. 

• Also, members cannot reveal outside the committee any confidential 

information accessed during the monetary policy deliberations. 

• After conclusion of MPC meeting, a resolution needs to be made public 

including on the policy repo rate and any other monetary policy measures 

at the discretion of the Chairperson while keeping in view the functioning 

and timing of financial markets. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 The boycott ban: on Maharashtra’s law against 

social boycott) 

Context 

• Maharashtra’s new law prohibiting the social boycott of individuals, 

families or any community by informal village councils is a step in the 

right direction, given the pervasive nature of the problem. 

• The progressive legislation, which received Presidential assent recently 

and was gazetted earlier this month, targets the pernicious practice of 

informal caste panchayats or dominant sections using ostracism as a 

means of enforcing social conformity. 

The Maharashtra Protection of People from Social Boycott (Prevention, 

Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2016 

• The act may serve as a template for similar legislation in other States. 

• The Act lists over a dozen types of actions that may amount to ‘social 

boycott’, which has been made a criminal offence punishable with 

imprisonment up to three years or a fine of Rs. 1 lakh or both. 

• The practices it prohibits range from preventing the performance of a 

social or religious custom, denial of the right to perform funerals or 

marriages, cutting off someone’s social or commercial ties to preventing 

access to educational or medical institutions or community halls and 
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public facilities, or any form of social ostracism on any ground. 

• The law recognizes the human rights dimension to issues of social 

boycott, as well as the varied forms in which it occurs in a caste-based 

society. 

• Its progressive sweep takes into account discrimination on the basis of 

morality, social acceptance, political inclination, sexuality, which it 

prohibits. It even makes it an offence to create cultural obstacles by 

forcing people to wear a particular type of clothing or use a particular 

language. 

Previous instances 

• This is not the first law of its type. Bombay enacted a law against 

excommunication in 1949, but it was struck down by the Supreme Court 

in 1962 after the Dawoodi Bohra community successfully argued that it 

violated the community’s constitutional right to manage its own religious 

affairs. 

Article 17 

• One hopes the latest Act will not be vulnerable to legal challenge. Article 

17 of the Constitution and the Protection of Civil Rights Act outlaw 

untouchability in all its forms, but these are legal protections intended for 

the Scheduled Castes. 

• In reality, members of various castes and communities also require such 

protection from informal village councils and gatherings of elders who 

draw on their own notions of conformity, community discipline, 

morality and social mores to issue diktats to the village or the community 

to cut off ties with supposedly offending persons and families. 

The inhuman practice of social boycott 

• The case of a mountaineer from Raigad is somewhat notorious. He had 

conquered Mt. Everest but could not escape a social boycott in his village 

because his wife wore jeans and did not wear a mangalsutra. 

Conclusion 

• It is not a proud moment for a country when special legislation is required 

to prohibit social discrimination, ostracism and practices repugnant to 

human dignity. Yet, given the prevailing circumstances, any legislative 

assault on abhorrent social practices ought to be welcomed. 
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GS:2—POLITY 

 

Reservation 
issue 

 

 

 

 

 

 Source—The Hindu (Pg5 Bengaluru Declaration calls for SC/ST quota in 

judiciary) 

• The Bengaluru Declaration adopted by the State government sponsored 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar International Conference 2017, on Sunday 

recommended a slew of affirmative action measures in private sector, 

judiciary, educational institutions, government contracts and promotions 

for Dalits. 

The Bengaluru Declaration 

• The declaration, coming in an election year, significantly concentrates not 

just on SC/STs, but has also proposed several measures for the larger 

AHINDA (Kannada acronym for minorities, backward classes and Dalits) 

community, the political constituency of Chief Minister Siddaramaiah. 

• It called for reservation of seats in legislature for other backward classes 

and setting up of a farmers’ income commission. 

• The eight-page declaration has 40 recommendations under six broad 

categories — safeguarding the people, strengthening democratic 

institutions, deepening social justice, enhancing human development, 

ensuring responsive governance, and promoting social security. 

• “This Peoples’ Declaration hopes to be a dynamic blueprint that addresses 

the needs and aspirations of all Indians, and a starting point for an 

‘alliance of equity’ of all progressive forces committed to safeguarding the 

idea of India,” the preamble stated.” 

• The Bhopal Declaration that called for “liberalisation of capital for 

Dalits” was adopted in 2002 during the tenure of Congress leader 

Digvijaya Singh in Madhya Pradesh. 

• Significantly, the Bengaluru Declaration called for upholding Rule of Law 

through police reforms and state action to prevent lynchings. It called for 

a law against gender and caste discrimination at education institutions. 

• It further recommended for SC/ST reservation in appointment of judges, 

promotions, government contracts up to ₹1 crore, in private higher 

educational institutions and private s It also proposes establishment of an 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/bengaluru-declaration-calls-for-scst-quota-in-judiciary/article19338604.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/bengaluru-declaration-calls-for-scst-quota-in-judiciary/article19338604.ece
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Equal Opportunities Commission, to oversee affirmative action. 

• Much focus is also given on ensuring land ownership for SC/STs, including 

a proposal to establish SC/ST land bank, where government buys these 

lands at market prices and re-allots to the same community, to ensure 

non-dilution of ownership. It further recommends allocation of 20% of the 

land in private housing layouts for urban poor. 

• The declaration calls for a wider social security net. It recommended a 

“living wage” and comprehensive social security scheme for all labourers 

working in the unorganised sector apart from ensuring dignity in 

retirement through enhanced pensions of ₹1,500 per month. 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Source—The Hindu (Pg10 CAG flags delay in work on corvettes) 

In news 

• The Comptroller and Auditor-General (CAG) has faulted the Navy and 

Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Ltd. for delay in construction of 

anti-submarine warfare corvettes and hampering their capabilities 

because of delayed decisions. 

Weapons not installed 

• In the report presented in Parliament last week, the CAG said, “Against 

the 18 weapons and sensors to be installed on ASW corvettes, audit 

observed that the two ASW corvettes delivered were not fitted with ‘X’ 

weapon and sensor systems. Thus, ASW corvettes could not perform to its 

full potential as envisaged.” 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

 

Submarine  

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg7 Once hero, now ‘white elephant’) 

In news 

• Decommissioned submarine Vagli lies idle in Chennai port after plan to 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/once-hero-now-white-elephant/article19338959.ece
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convert it into a museum fails. 

• She served the Indian Navy and the nation for over 36 years and could 

have become only the second submarine museum of the country. But 

since her decommissioning in 2010, the Russia-designed submarine INS 

Vagli has taken a tedious and uncertain course. She currently lies idle at 

the Chennai port. 

• The submarine, which was to be the centrepiece of the maritime heritage 

museum planned by the Tamil Nadu government in the tourist town of 

Mamallapuram, was expected to be displayed on a 30-acre stretch of land 

near the Shore Temple of the UNESCO-declared World Heritage group of 

monuments. 

• However, the inability of a contractor to mount the submarine on the 

intended site at Mamallapuram has forced the vessel to lie idle at the 

Chennai port. 

‘Wasteful expenditure’ 

• A 2016 report of the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India 

questioned the process adopted by the government to move the 

submarine to Mamallapuram in one piece and observed that an 

“infructuous expenditure of Rs. 4.41 crore” was incurred due to a lack of 

proper planning. 

• In December 2016, the submarine was almost damaged when Cyclone 

Vardah hit the Chennai coast. 

INS Vagli 

• INS Vagli was commissioned into the Indian Navy at Riga in Latvia, which 

was part of the erstwhile Soviet Union in 1974, and was decommissioned 

at Visakhapatnam in December 2010. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg14 payments bank: for the informal sector ) 

How is a payments bank different from a commercial bank? 

There are two kinds of banking licences that are granted by the Reserve Bank of India 

- universal bank licence and differentiated bank licence.  
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Payments bank comes under a differentiated bank licence since it cannot offer all the 

services that a commercial bank offers. 

 In particular, a payments bank cannot lend. It can take deposits upto ₹1 lakh per 

account and it can issue debit cards but not credit cards.  

Commercial banks in India like State Bank of India or ICICI Bank, do not have any 

such restrictions. 

What is the objective of a payments bank? 

The main objective is to further financial inclusion by providing small savings 

accounts and payments/remittance services to migrant labour workforce, low 

income households, small businesses and other unorganised sector entities. 

Besides remittance, can payments bank undertake any other activity? 

A payments bank can work as a business correspondent (BC) of another bank.  

They can also distribute simple financial products like mutual fund units and 

insurance products. 

How many payments banks have commenced operations? 

Out of the 11 entities that received in-principle licence for opening payments bank, 7 

entities received the final licence.  

Four payments banks have started operations — Airtel Payments Bank, India Post 

Payments Bank, Paytm Payments Bank and Fino Payments Bank. 

What is the minimum capital requirement for a payments bank? 

RBI has mandated the minimum paid-up equity capital for payments bank at ₹100 

crore. 

Where can a payments bank deploy its deposits? 

Apart from maintaining Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR), these entities have to invest a 

minimum 75% of demand deposit balances in Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR)-eligible 

government securities or treasury bills with maturity of up to one year and hold a 

maximum of 25% in current and time/fixed deposits with other commercial banks for 

operational purposes and liquidity management. 

Who all are eligible to set up a payments bank? 

RBI permits non-bank Prepaid Payment Instrument (PPI) issuers, individuals and 

professionals, non-banking finance companies (NBFCs), corporate business 

correspondents (BCs), mobile telephone companies, super market chains, 

companies, real sector cooperatives that are owned and controlled by residents and 

public sector entities to apply for a payments bank licence.  
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Setting up of a joint venture by a promoter with an existing commercial bank is also 

allowed. 

Can a promoter apply for a payments bank licence now? 

No. However, RBI has said it intends to use the learning from the current licencing 

round to appropriately revise the guidelines and move to giving licences more 

regularly, that is, virtually “on tap”. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 Russia keen on selling MiG-35 jet to India) 

In News : Russia is keen on selling its new fighter jet MiG-35 to India with the 

MiG corporation’s chief saying the country has evinced interest in the aircraft 

and talks were on to understand its requirements. 

About MiG-35: 

• MiG-35 was “the best” and definitely better than Lockheed Martin’s 
fifth-generation combat aircraft F-35. 

• The MiG-35 would beat the American jet in air to air combat. 

• The MiG-35 is Russia’s most advanced 4++ generation multipurpose 
fighter jet developed on the basis of the serial-produced MiG-29K/KUB 
and MiG-29M/M2 combat aircraft. 

 
 
 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

West Asia 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg12 Iran and Iraq sign accord to boost military cooperation) 

• News: Iran and Iraq signed an agreement to step up military 
cooperation and the fight against "terrorism and extremism 

 

About agreement: 

• Iranian Defence Minister Hossein Dehghan and his Iraqi counterpart 
Erfan al-Hiyali signed a memorandum of understanding which also 
covered border security, logistics and training 

• Extending cooperation and exchanging experiences in fighting 
terrorism and extremism, border security, and educational, logistical, 
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technical and military support are among the provisions of this 
memorandum 

Background: Iran-Iraq ties have improved since Iran's long-time enemy 

Saddam Hussein was toppled in 2003 and an Iraqi government led by Shia 

Muslims came to power. Iran is mostly a Shia nation. 

raise concerns in Washington: U.S. President Donald Trump has voiced 

concern over what he sees as growing Iranian influence in conflicts in Syria, 

Yemen and Iraq, where it is aligned with Shia fighters. 

 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Inflation 

 

 

 

 

Pg8 Taming inflationary expectations 

1. News: The official inflation rate dipped to 1.5% last month, 
the lowest in almost two decades. 

2. Analysis: 
• India’s long-term record in managing inflation has been very 

impressive when compared with most developing countries. 
•  We have never had the bouts of hyperinflation experienced in 

many Latin American economies or seen even in countries such as 
Israel.  

• The relatively high double-digit inflation experienced between 
2010 to 2013 was an aberration, which had a political 
consequence.  

• There have been very few instances of such persistent, multi-year, 
high inflationary episodes in our history.  

• The credit for this goes to the vigilance of the political system and 
also to effective monetary management. 

•  Inflation is after all a monetary phenomenon — more money 
chasing fewer goods. So, controlling money supply is part of the 
strategy for controlling inflation. 

3. issue:  

• Food prices, especially of perishables, are notoriously volatile. High 
onion prices, even if temporary, have caused the downfall of 
governments in past elections.  

• Food prices are a big component in the determinant of the overall 
inflation rate based on the consumer price index basket.  

• Keeping them low and stable involves policies such as public 
procurement and a minimum support price regime.  

• Inflation control thus involves a combination of monetary 
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management along with measures to increase supply of goods (in 
the medium term) as also anti-hoarding measures or the release of 
stocks from government warehouses. 

4. concern: controlling Inflation vs growth rate 

5. factors responsible for inflation in future: 

• The short run impact of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) is bound 
to be inflationary. That’s because a bulk of India’s GDP is in services 
whose tax rate has moved from 15% to 18%. Besides, while sellers 
wait for their refund, i.e. input tax credit under the GST, their cost 
of capital locked up might go up. Many State governments have 
introduced additional levies to counter their apprehension of a loss 
of revenue under the GST.  

• Besides the GST, there is the impact of the award of the Seventh 
Pay Commission to government employees. This effect will cascade 
to public sector organisations and State-level employees as well, 
and put pressure on prices.  

• A third factor could be the loan waivers announced in some States 
which can cause fiscal stress. High deficit spending is not 
compatible with lower interest rates.  

• A fourth factor is the uptick in commodity prices worldwide as 
metals and food prices are looking up. 

• The last, and probably the most important, factor weighing on the 
MPC’s mind would be inflation expectations. Household surveys 
conducted by the RBI indicate that people are expecting inflation 
to be close to 10% , not the 1.5% as is reported now. You may say 
that these expectations are irrational, but they do affect 
behaviour.  

6. conclusion:  

• In English the verb for inflation is inflate. It refers to rising prices.  

• But in most Indian languages, the equivalent word in usage is 
“mehengaai”, which refers to affordability and cost of living.  

• Not all inflation is unwelcome. So if stock prices go up, that is good 
cheer.  

• But “mehengaai” is hated by all.  

• A low and stable inflation rate is a perquisite for sustained high 
economic growth. 

•  Mehengaai is antithetical to it.  

• In the medium term, the growth impact of the GST, the improving 
ease of doing business — and hence increasing supply of goods — 
and a strong domestic currency, will all help keep inflation low.  

• But the short run challenge is to temper inflationary expectations 
and keep them tethered. 
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GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

GST 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (Undue profit of over Rs 1 crore to come under GST 

authority’s lens) 

Anti-profiteering authority  

1. It is a proposed authority under the new GST regime 

2. It will take up for scrutiny only those cases that have mass impact 

and those where undue profit of more than Rs 1 crore has been 

earned 

More about Anti-profiteering authority  

3. It will be a five member authority headed by a secretary-level 

officer 

4. Objective: It will be set up soon to keep a tab on businesses that 

have not passed on to consumers the benefit of lower tax rates 

under the GST regime 

What will happen to complaints with smaller amounts? 

5. As per the three tier structure, the GST Implementation 

Committee (GIC) will receive complaints 

6. And those which are state specific and involving smaller 

amounts will be transferred to the state screening committee 

7. Other cases will be referred to the Directorate General of 

Safeguards who will finish investigation within 3 months and send 

the findings to the anti-profiteering authority 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 

SC/ST 
scholarship 
scheme 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (To widen SC scholarship net, govt for raising income 

criteria) 

News: Widening the Scope of scholarship 

• According to the current eligibility criteria, the annual income of 
parents of the SC students seeking scholarships shouldn’t 
exceed Rs 4.5 lakh 

• This figure is now proposed to be revised to Rs 6 lakh per annum 
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• The funding, available in 175 notified top institutes, covers much 
of the expenses incurred towards fees, living expenses, books and 
computer 

Other proposals 

• For pre-matric scholarships for SC students, the annual income is 
proposed to be revised from Rs 2 lakh to Rs 2.5 lakh 

• The ministry is also looking at revising the varying income criteria 
for other schemes for students from SC, OBC, and economically 
backward communities 

Why these proposals? 

• This is a part of the plans for ‘rationalisation of all scholarship 
schemes’, to correct the wide variation in income criteria 
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Infrastructure 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (Tunnels through Sela Pass to reduce distance to China 

border in Arunachal Pradesh) 

News: Tunnels through Sela Pass 

• The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has sought to construct two 
tunnels across the 4170-metre Sela Pass in western Arunachal 
Pradesh 

• Why important: It will cut down road distance to the China border 
through Tawang by about 10 kms 

• It would particularly make troops movement easier during the 
winter when heavy snowfall in the eastern Himalayas often cut off 
road connectivity in the vital sector 

About BRO 

• The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) develops and maintains road 
networks in India’s border areas and friendly neighbouring countries 

• It is staffed by officers and troops drawn from the Indian Army’s 
Corps of Engineers, Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, Army 
Service Corps, Military Police and army personnel on extra 
regimental employment 

• Officers from the Border Roads Engineering Service and personnel 
from the General Reserve Engineer Force (GREF) form the parent 
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cadre of the Border Roads Organisation. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Informal 
sector 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (Even before demonetisation, informal sector jobs 

barely grew: NSSO data) 

What does the NSSO data Say? 

• According to a latest survey by the NSSO, the number of enterprises 
witnessed a 10 per cent but the workers grew just 2.9 per cent 

• However, workers’ emolument during this period jumped 86.2 per 
cent 

• The latest survey covers the period from July 2015 to June 2016, 
while the earlier one was from July 2010 to June 2011 

What it means? 

• This suggests some of the informal sector enterprises either cut 
employment or hardly added jobs to protect margins 

• And this too even before demonetisation 
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Current affair based question 

Q1. Which of the following declaration that called for “liberalisation of capital  
for Dalits”? 
a. Bengaluru Declaration 
b. New Delhi Declaration 
c. Bhopal Declaration 
d. Kolkata Declaration 
Answer c 

Q2. Consider the statements about ordinance: 
1. Ordinances must be approved by Parliament within six weeks of reassembling or they 

shall cease to operate.  
2. Ordinances will also cease to operate in case resolutions disapproving the Ordinance are 

passed by both the Houses.   
Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
d. None 
Answer c 

Q3. INS Vagli was in news recently. What is this? 
a. Weapon locating radar 
b. Indigenous developed light utility helicopter 
c. Diesel-electric submarine 
d. Nuclear powered submarine 
Answer c 

Q4. Consider the statements about Monetary Policy Committee: 
1. Each member of the MPC has one vote and in case the numbers are equal, the governor 

has the casting vote. 
2. All the six-member of the MPC are from the RBI. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
d. None 
Answer a 

Q5. Which article of the constitution outlaws untouchability in all its forms? 
a. Article 15 
b. Article 16 
c. Article 17 
d. Article 18 
Answer a 
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GS:2—POLITY 

 

Admiralty 
Bill 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 Admiralty Bill gets Rajya Sabha nod) 

Two Bills passed by Rajya Sabha 

1. On jurisdiction and settlement of maritime claims 

2. The Footwear Design and Development Institute 

The Admiralty (Jurisdiction and Settlement of Maritime Claims), Bill, 2017 

3. It was already passed by the Lok Sabha 

4. The Bill seeks to consolidate the laws relating to admiralty jurisdiction, 

legal proceedings in connection with vessels, their arrest, detention, 

sale and other related matters 

5. Earlier only the High Courts of Bombay, Calcutta and Madras could 

take up maritime cases 

6. The Bill extends the power to the High Courts of 

Karnataka, Kerala, Hyderabad, Orissa and Gujarat, besides any other 

High Courts as notified by the Centre 

The Footwear Design and Development Institute Bill, 2017 

7. It was already passed by the Lok Sabha 

8. The bill seeks to establish the institute as an institution of national 

importance 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Gorkhaland 
issue 

Source—The Hindu (Pg9 What’s brewing in Darjeeling) 
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Context: 

A resurgent Gorkhaland movement and subsequent state crackdown have 

infused life with violent uncertainty. 

What triggered the issue? 

1. In May, the West Bengal government announced Bengali as a 

compulsory language in schools across the State. 

2. This triggered protests and claims of ‘linguistic imperialism’ in the 

Darjeeling and Kalimpong districts. 

3. Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee then decided to hold a Cabinet 

meeting in Darjeeling for the first time in over 40 years. 

4. But representatives of the Gorkhaland Territorial Administration 

(GTA) or the three hill MLAs, were not included, eliciting protests. 

5. Subsequent protests and crackdowns have led to further destruction 

and deaths. 

What is Gorkhaland? Why is it deemed necessary by those who call the 

region home? 

6. The Gorkhaland movement is a long-standing quest for a separate 

State of Gorkhaland within India for Nepali-speaking Indian 

citizens (often known as ‘Gorkhas’). 

7. Gorkhaland is a classic sub-nationalist movement, similar to those 

that have produced other States like Telangana, Uttarakhand etc. 

8. Gorkhaland is a desire for the recognition, respect, and integration of 

Gorkha peoples in the Indian nation-state. 

9. The movement is neither separatist nor anti-nationalist; it is 

about inclusion and belonging in India. 

10. It stands as a key means to redress the Gorkhas’ enduring history of 

discrimination, misconception, and marginalisation in India. 

11. By demanding Gorkhaland, the people of Darjeeling-Kalimpong are 

opting out of West Bengal’s domination, and opting in to the 

democratic frameworks of India. 

Gorkhas hardships on many fronts 

12. Gorkhas remain pegged to the lowest levels of employment. 

13. Outsiders own the tea industry, and profits flow out of the hills. 

14. Gorkhas face discrimination when they seek education and work in 

places like Kolkata, Bengaluru, and New Delhi. Called ‘foreigners’, 

‘outsiders’ and ‘chinkys’, racial discrimination affects aspiring 
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Gorkhas at every turn. 

Reasons for resurgence 

15. Since 1947, the Darjeeling-Kalimpong region has remained under West 

Bengal, despite no substantive pre-Partition evidence to support 

West Bengal’s territorial claims to this region. 

16. Conciliatory set-ups like the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council (1988-

2012) and the GTA (2012-present) have failed to provide 

meaningful autonomy. 

17. Banerjee and others stridently lay claim to Darjeeling, insisting 

that Bengal will never be divided. 

18. Imposition of compulsory Bengali is an extensions of histories of 

dominationthat the Gorkhas are trying to escape. 

19. West Bengal’s recent creation of the Kalimpong district (2017) and 

the State’s doling out of Tribal Development Boards to 

ethnicities within the Gorkha conglomerate (Tamang, Sherpa, etc.) 

might appear as paving the way for the TMC’s electoral gains. 

20. These seems clear examples of ‘divide and rule’ — causing splits in the 

Gorkha electorate and undermining the already-limited authority of 

the GTA. 

21. By summoning thousands to the streets, the GJM (Gorkha Janmukti 

Morcha) demonstrated its ability to evoke the emotional force of 

Gorkhaland. But then violence took hold. 

22. For Gorkhas, the troubling realities of colonial and present-day 

Darjeeling are eerily similar: linguistic chauvinism, ethnic and racial 

discrimination, resource extraction, unilateral territorial claims, 

the denial of self-governance, political suppression; and ultimately, 

an unwillingness to respect the ‘native point of view’. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

GST-
federal 
structure 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 Taxing times for the States) 

Context 

1. The article is about the GST Council 

Constitutional scheme regarding Taxation 
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2. The Central government was given the power to tax income other 

than agricultural income, and levy indirect taxes in the form of 

customs and excise duties 

3. The State governments were given the sole power to tax the sale of 

goods and the entry of goods into a State 

4. Why this division:  

5. This division of fiscal responsibility was made with a view to making 

States self-sufficient 

6. And with a view to supplying to regional powers the flexibility needed 

to govern according to the respective needs of their people 

Functions of GST Council 

7. This council will recommend a number of things 

(1) the list of taxes that will be subsumed by the GST 

(2) the goods and services that will be exempt from the levy of tax 

(3) the rates at which tax shall be levied 

Virtual Veto of the Union Government in the GST Council 

8. The council’s decisions will require a three-fourths majority 

9. But the Central government’s votes will have a weightage of one-

third of the total votes cast 

10. This gives a virtual veto to the Union Government 

Confusion regarding GST Council 

11. The newly introduced Article 279A describes Council’s decisions as 

“recommendations”(advisory) 

12. Due to this advisory recommendations, States can choose to ignore 

the council’s advice, by levying additional tax not only on the sale of 

goods but also on services and manufacturing 

13. On the other hand, if these recommendations are treated 

as obligatory, we are left with a situation where States would have 

altogether surrendered their fiscal autonomy to the Central 

government 
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GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Banking 
Regulation 
Bill 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 Opposition seeks scrutiny of Banking Regulation 

Bill) 

• Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitleyintroduced the Banking Regulation 

(Amendment) Bill, 2017, in the Lok Sabha. 

• The Bill seeks to authorise the RBI to resolve the problem of stressed 

assets, even as the Opposition demanded that it be sent to a standing 

committee for scrutiny. 

• The Bill seeks to amend the Banking Regulation Act, 1949, and replace the 

Banking Regulation (Amendment) Ordinancepromulgated in May 2017. 

• It allows the RBI to open an insolvency resolution process in respect of 

specific stressed assets. The RBI will also be empowered to issue 

directives for resolution and appoint authorities or committees to advise 

the banking companies on stressed asset resolution. 

 

GS:1—GEOGRAPHY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg2 Gangotri glacier retreated 0.15 sq km in 9 years: 

govt) 

• The Gangotri glacier has retreated 0.15 sq km between 2007 and 2016, 

the Rajya Sabha was informed. 

• Environment Minister Harsh Vardhan in a written reply said the melting of 

Gangotri glacier has been studied by the Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) by taking Survey of India maps of 1962 as the base. 

• He said that the area of the Gangotri glacier was estimated to be 224.42 sq 

km from the maps of 1962, while from 1990 onwards satellite data was 

used to monitor the Himalayan glaciers. 

• “The ISRO study during last four decades has revealed that loss in area of 

Gangotri glacier during the years: (i) 1962 and 2005 was 3.19 sq km; (ii) 

1990 and 2007 was 0.13 sq km and (iii) 2007 and 2016 was 0.15 sq km,” he 

said. 

• Major initiatives taken under the National Mission for Sustaining the 
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Himalayan Ecosystem (NMSHE) under the National Action Plan on Climate 

Change (NAPCC) include establishment of a Centre for Himalayan 

Glaciology at the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology in Dehradun and 

setting up of six thematic task forces, he said. 

• They include natural and geological wealth, water, ice, snow including 

glaciers, micro flora and fauna and wildlife and animal population, 

Himalayan agriculture, traditional knowledge system and forest resources 

and plant diversity. 

• He said climate change centres have been set up in Jammu and Kashmir, 

Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Sikkim, 

Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Meghalaya and West Bengal. 

• He added that as per the fifth assessment report (AR5) of 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) published in 2014, 

globally land and ocean surface temperature has risen by 0.85 degrees 

Celsius (0.65 to 1.06 degrees) over the period of 1880 to 2012. 
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Current affair based question 

Q1. Consider the following statement with reference to SHe-Box, which was in  
news recently: 
1. It refers to an online complaint management system called “Sexual Harassment 

electronic-Box (SHe-Box)’ for registering complaints related to sexual harassment at 
workplace. 

2. It is currently applicable only for women working in or visiting central government 
departments 

Choose the correct statements from the options given below 

a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
d. Neither 1 nor 2 
Answer c 

Q2. Consider the following statement with reference to Sexual Harassment of  
Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act 2013 
1. The Act provided for the establishment of Internal Complaints Committee (ICC) at each 

and every office or branches of the organization employing 50 or more employees. 
2. The Act provides for the establishment of local complaints committee (LCC) at the 

district level by the Government to investigate and redress complaints of sexual 
harassment of the unorganized sector 

Choose the correct statements from the options given below 

a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
d. Neither 1 nor 2 
Answer b 

Q3. Consider the following statement with reference to Regional Comprehensive  
Economic Partnership (RCEP) 
1. RCEP negotiations were formally launched at the ASEAN Summit in Cambodia. 
2. RCEP is viewed as an alternative to the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). 
3. Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is a proposed free trade 

agreement (FTA) between the ten member states of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) and the six states with which ASEAN has existing free trade 
agreements. 

Choose the correct statements from the options given below 

a. 1 and 2 
b. 2 and 3 
c. 1 and 3 
d. 1, 2 and 3 
Answer d 

Q4. Caves, arch, stack and stump are landforms formed by the action of which of the  
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following? 
a. Glaciers 
b. Winds in deserts 
c. Waves 
d. River water 
Answer c 
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‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

OIC 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu  (Pg11 India rejects OIC move on vigilantism) 

In news: 

Strong Rejection 

• India on has strongly rejected the resolutions of the Organisation of Islamic 

Cooperation (OIC) 

• The resolution had expressed concern about the recent attacks on people by 

cow-vigilante groups 

Government Response: 

• Government has stated that the resolutions adopted at the Organisation’s latest 

foreign ministers’ meeting were “factually incorrect” 

 

About Organisation of Islamic Cooperation 

• Organisation of Islamic Cooperation is an international organization founded in 

1969, consisting of 57 member states, with a collective population of over 1.6 

billion as of 2008. 

• The organisation states that it is “the collective voice of the Muslim world” and 

works to “safeguard and protect the interests of the Muslim world in the spirit 

of promoting international peace and harmony”. 

• The OIC has permanent delegations to the United Nations and the European 

Union. 

• The official languages of the OIC are Arabic, English, and French 
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GS:2—IR 

 

India-
srilanka-
china 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg12 Sri Lanka clears revised deal for Hambantota 

port) 

• Sri Lanka’s Cabinet cleared a revised deal for the Chinese-built port in 

Hambantota, the government said. 

• The modified agreement, the government added, was more profitable to 

Sri Lanka and also addressed security concerns raised by other 

countries. 

• The Sri Lankan Cabinet gave final approval to sell 70% stake in the 

southern port to the state-run China Merchants Port Holdings for $1.12 

billion. 

• “Some [diplomatic] missions here were worried that the port would be 

used as a military naval base. As per the revised agreement Sri Lanka 

will manage the port security,” a Sri Lankan Minister said. 

• While the Chinese would manage port operations, “no naval ship, 

including Chinese ones, can call at Hambantota without our 

permission“, he said. 

• India’s apprehensions about the apparently growing Chinese presence in 

the island are well known, given the two countries’ competing strategic 

interests in the island. 

• The Hambantota port is part of China’s Belt and Road Initiative. 

• Beijing’s stake in the port and its plan to acquire 15,000 acres of 

adjoining land to help Colombo set up an industrial zone have 

strengthened fears of those wary of China’s growth in the region. 

• The Hambantota port was built with Chinese loans in 2010 during 

former President Mr. Mahendra Rajapaksa’s term. 

• Deeming the project a “white elephant”, the Maithripala Sirisena-Ranil 

Wickremesinghe government decided in late 2016 to sell 80% stake in 

the port to the Chinese company in order to tackle the $8 billion debt Sri 

Lanka owes China. 

• Under the agreement, Colombo was to receive $1.12 billion for a 99-year 

lease. 
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GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Insurance 
sector 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg13 Transfer unclaimed accruals to fund: IRDA)

 

• Insurance companies can no longer retain unclaimed amounts of 

policyholders if those accruals are more than 10 years old. Such sums 

need to be, instead, transferred to the Senior Citizens’ Welfare Fund 

(SCWF) of the Centre. 

• “All insurers having unclaimed amounts of policyholders for a period of 

more than 10 years as on September 30, 2017 need to transfer the same 

to the SCWF on or before March 1, 2018,” insurance regulator IRDAI said. 

• The direction from the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority 

of India has come in the backdrop of the amendment made in April 2017 

to the Senior Citizens’ Welfare Fund Rules. 

• The amendment expanded the purview beyond the unclaimed amounts 

in small savings and other saving schemes of the Centre, PPF and EPF. 

• It brought in unclaimed amount lying with banks, including cooperative 

banks and RRBs; dividend accounts, deposits and debentures of 

companies coming under the Companies Act; insurance companies and 

Coal Mines PF. 

• Minister of State for Finance Santosh Kumar Gangwar had informed the 

Lok Sabha that unclaimed deposits as on March 31, 2016, with insurers 

(life and non-life) totalled Rs. 11,725.45 crore, rising sharply from the Rs. 
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7,227.23 crore in the previous year. 

• Details as to how much of the unclaimed amounts was more than ten 

years were not immediately available. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

RCEP 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg14 ‘India’s concerns slowing RCEP talks’) 

India’s concern is regarding the potential adverse impact of eliminating 

duties on its local manufacturing and job creation. It said to be(by other 

members) slowing down the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

(RCEP) negotiations 

Concerns: 

• Indian companies and industry bodies, including Confederation of Indian 

Industries (CII), flagged their concerns. 

• The Centre’s ‘Make In India’ initiative to boost manufacturing and job 

creation can get hit by a hurried pact. 

• Post India’s FTA with ASEAN, Japan and Korea, India’s trade deficit with 

them have increased, and the government needs to take this into account 

during RCEP negotiations. 

• Eliminating duties under the RCEP will impact many sectors including 

steel, aluminum, auto-components, many engineering items and 

readymade garments. 

• India is ought to highlight the need for removal of non-tariff barriers 

including those in China. 

RCEP: 

• The RCEP is a proposed mega Free Trade Agreement (FTA) involving 16 

Asia Pacific nations including India and China. 

• The RCEP aims to liberalize investment norms in the region, besides 

boosting trade by dismantling most tariff and nontariff barriers. 

• Asia Pacific is a fast growing region, but trade between countries in the 

region is affected by several barriers. 

• If RCEP talks are not concluded quickly and these barriers are not 
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eliminated, the region will miss out on many opportunities. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-china 

 

 

 

 

 Source—The Hindu (Pg8 The crossroads at the Doklam plateau) 

Context: The Indo-Bhutanese relationship amid the current stand off between 

Indian and Chinese Army 

Historical overview 

• Since 1960, 1,500 Km of roads have been built by India across Bhutan’s 

most difficult mountains and passes 

• These roads built and maintained by the Indian Border Roads 

Organisation (BRO) under Project Dantak 

Past discussions on Doklam Plateau 

• The Doklam plateau is an area that China and Bhutan have long 

discussed(over 24 rounds of negotiations that began in 1984) 

• Chinese also offered a “package deal” to Bhutan, under which the 

Chinese agreed to renounce their claim over the 495-sq.-km disputed 

land 

• In exchange for a smaller tract of disputed land measuring 269 sq. km, 

the Doklam plateau 

• But India was able to convince Bhutan to defer a decision 

Indian Government must give importance to Bhutan’s sovereignty 

• India should avoid any irresponsible comment on Bhutan 

• Why: because it matter to Bhutanese people 

India’s Concerns 

• India must also be aware that other neighbours are watching the 

Doklam stand-off closely 

• Bhutan is also the only country in the region that joined India in its 

boycott of Chinese President Xi Jinping’s marquee project, the Belt and 

Road Initiative 
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• That’s why, India relations with Bhutan has became more important 

 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 

Railway 
sector 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 for a hygenic track) 

The Comptroller and Auditor general (CAG) report on Indian railways should 

compel a quick upgrade of passenger services. Among the most affordable 

transport systems in the world, Indian railway network carries millions of people 

every day, linking the remotest destinations. 

The report of CAG on catering services highlights how nothing has changed in the 

system. The health of passengers is being endangered because of the following 

reasons 

Food unsuitable for human consumption, contaminated and recycled items are 

being sold in trains and station premises 

Packaged articles past their use-by date and unauthorized items are also being sold 

on trains 

Contractors overcharge users by selling packaged food items at inflated prices 

within railway premises 

Steps taken by Railway administration to enhance passenger services: 

Railway administration has constituted a grievance redressal mechanism to 

penalize agencies such as the Indian Railway Catering and Tourism 

Corporation(IRCTC) (A fine of 1 lakh, levied on IRCTC for the presence of a 

cockroach in food supplied on the Kolkata Rajdhani Express three years ago did not 

result in any significant reform) 

A mechanism has also been constituted wherein passengers can file their 

complaints 

Private sector participation in food supply is aimed at resolving issues linked to 

departmental catering. A new catering policy has been recently unveiled by the 

railways 

What needs to be done to reform passenger services: 

The process of identifying caterers, fixing prices, and ensuring quality control 

should be transparent and monitored by external auditors 

Independent oversight can potentially improve other aspects of service as well, 
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such as the quality and maintenance of linen, that has been found to be 

substandard 

Any reform should include the open access character of rail travel, as coaches are 

open to unlicensed vendors who sell food, water and other goods 

Broad reforms suggested by the Bibek Debroy committee: 

Improving accountability, decentralizing power and setting up an independent 

railway regulator (The Union cabinet has approved setting up an independent rail 

regulatory authority to determine tariffs) 

Merging the railway budget with the union budget (already implemented) 

Commercial accounting to ensure that the rate of return on projects can be 

calculated, this will help attract private capital in railways 

The projects that fulfill social objectives should be quantified and funded from 

budgetary resources 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 ‘Weak public institutions best way to ensure 

social injustice’) 

• In the next few decades, there will be a youth bulge with a skewed sex 

ratio, one where people, the young people, have ostensible credentials 

but no real skills or knowledge because of how bad our education system 

is. So they have expectations and aspirations which are not going to be 

met. 

• Add to it employment in the face of technological change which in every 

area requires fewer workers. 

• All of this is coming together with a background of weak, if not 

weakening, public institutions to manage this. 

In some ways, everywhere public institutions are challenged. 

• All institutions are some form of checks and balances, but if those in 

power do not want those checks and balances and they get re-elected 
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repeatedly, then over time there is erosion and — I want to emphasise 

this — this is across political parties. 

• we have the most regulated higher education system… the UGC 

(University Grants Commission), AICTE (All India Council for Technical 

Education), etc. 

• For universities- the underlying ethos of higher education is a spirit of 

inquiry, a spirit of curiosity, a spirit of tolerance, a spirit that says 

excellence is important. In that sense higher education should be elitist. 

• Very few universities, they are islands of excellence. But for the bulk of 

our population, public universities will, and should, continue to be very 

important. But we seem to be writing them off. Other than the very elite 

narrow technical institutes like IITs and AIIMS and IIMs, these have 

reduced what the purpose of education means to a basic functional 

instrument. 

• If you want to create a sense of genuine nationalism, of service to the 

nation, that’s where it begins. It doesn’t begin in sloganeering. Why 

shouldn’t IIT graduates be sent to help out panchayats with technical 

expertise? 

• If you look at public loans for higher education, they were about Rs. 300 

crore in 2000. Now they are Rs. 72,000 crore, the fastest-growing NPAs 

(non-performing assets) in the banking system. Basically, these moneys 

go to private colleges, many are run by politicians, teaching rubbish and 

in the end, the public sector will pay in any case. 

What ails our public institutions? 

• One of the extraordinary things is how undermanned they are. It’s not 

only about shortage of personnel in numbers, we have a shortage in 

quality. Partly I think this whole thing of everything at the top being 

reserved for the IAS, IPS has to go. 
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• Ironically, weak public institutions are the best way to ensure social 

injustice. Who needs strong public institutions? It is the weak, not the 

strong. The strong will always be able to buy their way, whether it is 

education, police protection. The irony is in the name of social justice, we 

have undermined the very social justice we have claimed we were doing 

this for. 

• One of the things we should do in our Central universities is besides 

reservation, insist that half the students come from outside. 

If you are in a research programme funded by public money, what should 

be your role? Should it be activism or research? 

• Research is not a part-time activity. Good research requires tremendous 

commitment over a sustained period of time. You cannot get around it. 

That is the bottom line. An ordinary taxpayer may say, main kyon paise 

doon (why should I pay)? Or from the point of view of the young person: 

there are so many injustices, do you want me to keep aloof? There is an 

inherent tension we should recognise. 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

Medical 
Termination 
of Pregnancy 
(MTP) Act 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (A grievous lag) 

Context 

• A 10-year old rape victim is seeking the mercy of the court to get 

permission for abortion. 

• But the court is fettered by Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) 

Act, 1971 in allowing abortion of a pregnancy caused by sexual assault. 

• Supreme Court was constrained to seek the opinion of a panel of 

doctors to “affirm” if the health of a 10-year old, in Chandigarh, will be 

“adversely affected if her pregnancy is allowed to be full term”. 

MTP Act and constraints 

• The MTP Act allows abortions of more than 20-week pregnancies only 

when “it is immediately necessary to save the life of the pregnant 

woman”. 
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• It also requires the judiciary’s sanction for such abortions. 

Recent issues 

• In many occasions, the court has rejected abortion petitions on the 

ground that its hands are tied by the MTP Act 

• In January, it did allow a rape victim to abort a 24-week old foetus that 

had severe abnormalities, but only after a panel of doctors ruled that 

the pregnancy could put her life in danger. 

• A month later, the same court cited the constraints imposed by the MTP 

Act while refusing permission to a woman to abort her 26-week old 

foetus that would be born with Down’s Syndrome 

Why the act should be amended? 

• There is near unanimity among medico-legal experts that the MTP act 

has failed to keep up with changes in science. 

• They argue that foetal abnormalities show up after 18 weeks and a two-

week window after that is too small for the parents to take the difficult 

call on keeping their baby. 

• The growing number of sexual crimes against women and the need to 

empower them with sexual rights have also made it imperative that the 

MTP Act be changed. 

 Draft Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill, 2014 

• It do away with the need for the court’s sanction for aborting a more 

than 20-week old pregnancy 

• It vest that decision on the healthcare provider if the pregnancy involves 

substantial risks to the mother or child, or if it is “alleged by the 

pregnant woman to have been caused by rape”. 

• Significantly, the draft recognises that “rape may be presumed to 

constitute a grave injury to the mental health of the pregnant woman, 

and that such an injury could be a ground for allowing abortion”. 

• It has been three years since these progressive changes to the MTP Act 

were drafted. 
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GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

Solid waste 
management 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (Back to waste basics) 

Context:  

As a result of rising income and changing lifestyles, the ability to 

generate human waste is constantly increasing. In view of this problem, 

Swachh Bharat Mission was launched by the Government of India. But, 

thinking about this fast growing problem, it is known that we need to 

take even more rigorous and effective action in this direction. In order to 

get some meaningful solution to this problem in time. 

Think of it in the context of the past/ past practices:   

 

▪ Before the 1970s there was no major problem with the disposal of 

waste in India. Waste being expelled from the rural areas of the 

country was rediscovered in the soil itself.  

 

▪ After the consumption of humans, the remaining food was given to 

the animals and the stools fed by the animals were gathered and 

collected in a hole. Thereafter, it was used in the form of compost in 

next year's crops. 

▪ Under this process, this compost should be used for NPK. (Nitrogen, 

phosphorus and potassium) and microorganisms became a high 

quality fertilizer. 

▪ Along with this, the same method was adopted for the food items 

that were expelled from the urban areas. In Goa's Portuguese time, 

through a buffalo cart, the farmers used to collect food from the 

house-to-house food as well as other waste food items used in the 

compost version. 

▪ On the other hand, in big cities like Bangalore, farmers used to 

come to cities to sell vegetables and vegetables during the first day 

of the day and take away the wastewater from the vessel filled with 

cement glazed garbage at the time of homecoming. | 

▪ But after the year 1970, the use of plastic made this change in all 
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the scenario. As the access of plastic bags reached the common 

man, their interference went into our food chain as well as our 

usual routine. 

▪ Occupying plastic bags in the food items collected by farmers 

started to damage the fertile soil of the fields as well as the animals.  

▪ In the organic manure mixed in the soil, now the portions of plastic 

were also added, due to being biodegradable material, a layer of 

plastic on the soil climbed which affected the ability of the soil to 

soak the soil very badly. This had very harmful effects. 

▪ In fact, when two very important resources are mixed with 

biodegradable waste and plastics, then they take the form of 

garbage and after this it becomes very difficult to make their 

version. 

▪ This situation becomes even more frightening after getting rid of 

other dirty waste and waste products coming from the construction 

area. The version of this kind of waste and management is a very 

difficult task. 

 

effect  

 

▪ In fact, due to the increased amount of waste material in the 

environment, there is a decrease in the amount of oxygen in the air, 

increasing emission of methane gas and affecting the cycle of 

carbon dioxide. 

▪ It is important that if there is no other way to justify these waste 

materials at the level of the air, then for 25 to 30 years, they will 

have to leave them in the open air for decomposition. 

▪ But the biggest problem in adopting this process is that by doing so, 

these substances will continue to leak out of methane and 

contaminated water. This contaminated water will gradually 

contaminate the underground water entering the soil, which will not 

only harm the environment, but also lead to many new diseases. 

Some important tips needed to deal with this problem   
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▪ The key to dealing with this problem is that the minimum use of 

plastic in human beings in their daily activities is to keep the 

environment safe. 

▪ However, there are many solutions that can be used to prevent this 

problem from being more frightening. As it is Waste exchanges from 

homes should be divided into separate sections.Items like paper, 

plastic, glass should be kept in a separate bag, while other waste is 

separate. 

▪ It is to be noted that according to the Solid Waste Management 

Rules, 2016, the waste from their homes by every citizen of India 

can be recyclable and disposable diapers and sanitary napkins ) 

Should be classified as. 

▪ In fact, as soon as the garbage classified as wet wastes can be 

spread in an open area, it can be properly disposed of by adequate 

amounts of air and light. 

▪ It is important that this method is used for the disposal of such 

waste materials in the whole world. 

▪ This type of garbage is kept only up to a height of more than two 

meters, and it is reversed at least four times in a week. The purpose 

of doing this is that almost every part of the garbage pile can get the 

light of air and sunlight, so that it can be expedited as soon as 

possible, just like a pile of leaves falling in dense forests, only wind 

and When the contact with the light gets decomposed. 

▪ This type of fresh waste produces about 55 ° C to 60 ° C warmth 

within three to four days.After turning it four times, its volume 

decreases by about 40 percent and its weight and moisture also 

decreases. After this neither does the leak of contaminated water 

occur nor the methane gas gets out. 

▪ It is clear that through the waste processing where the environment 

can be kept safe on the one hand, the problem of finding new and 

continuous new places can also be avoided. 
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Current affair based question 

Q1. Consider the following statements: 
1. The Codex Alimentarius or “Food Code” is a collection of standards, guidelines and 

codes of practice adopted by the Codex Alimentarius Commission. 
2. Codex Alimentarius Commission is established by FAO alone. 
Identify the incorrect statements from the options given below. 

a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
d. Neither 1 nor 2 
Answer b 

Q2. India is the biggest producer, as well as the largest consumer and importer of  
which of the following crops? 
a. Wheat 
b. Cotton 
c. Sugarcane 
d. Pulses 
Answer d 

Q3. Consider the following statements about Banking Regulation (Amendment) Bill 2017 

1. It will amend The Banking Regulation Act 1949 
2. It will give RBI the authority to refer NPA cases to the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board 
3. Government can authorise the Reserve Bank of India to issue directions to banks in 

order to initiate insolvency resolution in case of a default 

Select the correct statements 

a. 1 and 2 
b. 2 and 3 
c. 1 and 3 
d. All of the above 

Answer d 

Q4. The Gorkhaland movement is a long-standing quest for a separate State of 
Gorkhaland in 

a. West Bengal 
b. Sikkim 
c. Uttarakhand 
d. Assam  

Answer a 
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GS:2—HEALTH 

 

blood 
disorders 

 

 

 

 

 Source—The Hindu (Pg7 Policy boosts care for blood disorders) 

In News 

• People living with Thalassaemia, sickle cell anaemia and other variant 

haemoglobins can now look forward to better screening and treatment, 

based on the Union Health and Family Welfare Ministry’s new policy. 

• Ministry released a policy on the Prevention and Control of 

haemoglobinopathies in India. 

What is Thalassaemia, sickle cell anaemia? 

• Sickle cell disease and thalassemia are genetic disorders caused by errors 

in the genesSickle_cell_01 for hemoglobin, a substance composed of a 

protein (globin) plus an iron molecule (heme) that is responsible for 

carrying oxygen within the red blood cell. These disorders can cause 

fatigue, jaundice, and episodes of pain ranging from mild to very severe. 

They are inherited, and usually both parents must pass on an abnormal 

gene in order for a child to have the disease. When this happens, the 

resulting diseases are serious and, at times, fatal. 

• Thalassaemia : Is the name for a group of inherited conditions that affect a 

substance in the blood called haemoglobin. People with the condition 

produce either no or too little haemoglobin, which is used by red blood 

cells to carry oxygen around the body. This can make them very anaemic 

(tired, short of breath and pale). 

About the policy 

• The policy aims at creating treatment protocol benchmarks, to improve 

the quality of life of patients. 

• It is also a guide on prevention and control, which includes antenatal and 
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prenatal testing to reduce the incidence of live haemoglobin disorder 

births (currently pegged at 10,000-15,000 live births a year). 

• Supported by the National Health Mission, Blood Cell and the Rashtriya Bal 

Swasthya Karyakram, the guidelines provide for screening of pregnant 

women during antenatal check-up, pre-marital counselling at college level 

and one-time screening for variant anaemia in children. 

• Using public health awareness programmes and education, it highlights 

various haemoglobinopathies. 

• The guidelines include the creation of a national registry to plan future 

patient services. 

• The registry will also collect useful data, such as the location of patients to 

identify areas of high concentration, ethnicity or other characteristics, age 

distribution, records of deaths and their cause. 

• 20% of patients can afford treatment, the government should ensure that 

all patients get it free. 

• Such free treatment is given in States such as Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, 

West Bengal, Odisha and Karnataka besides Delhi, and others should 

follow suit. 

• All chelation drugs should be made available free because one drug does 

not suit all. 

Policy fails to address 

• The policy makes no reference to carrier testing for relatives of patients. In 

Pakistan, a law making carrier testing compulsory for relatives of 

Thalassaemia patients was passed in February. A similar system is in place 

in Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Saudi Arabia. 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Codex 
Norms 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg13 CAC adopts Codex norms for three spices) 

In news: 

• The Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) adopted three Codex 
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standards for black, white and green pepper, cumin and thyme paving 

the way for an universal agreement on identifying quality spices in 

various countries. 

• The CAC cleared these standards at its session held in Geneva recently. 

• Why? The adoption of Codex standards for the three spices, it is pointed 

out, will help evolve a common standardisation process for their global 

trade and availability of high quality, clean and safe spices to the world. 

What is ‘Food code’? 

• The Codex Alimentarius or “Food Code” is a collection of standards, 

guidelines and codes of practice adopted by the Codex Alimentarius 

Commission. 

• The Commission, also known as CAC, is the central part of the joint FAO 

(Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations)/WHO (World 

Health Organisation) Food Standards Programme. 

• It was established by FAO and WHO to protect consumer health and 

promote fair practices in food trade. 

CAC and India 

• The CAC move is considered a crucial endorsement of the India’s 

initiatives to usher in a common standard across the globe for spices 

trade. 

• The adoption of Codex standards by CAC must be read in the context of 

the efforts put in by New Delhi in arriving at a common code for spices 

trade. 

• India conducted three sessions of Codex Committee on Spices and 

Culinary Herbs (CCSCH) at Kochi (2014), Goa (2015) and Chennai (2017). 

• The Chennai session especially succeeded in achieving this consensus. 

Subsequently, these drafts were placed before the CAC and the member-

nations adopted them by consensus. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

RCEP 
Source—The Hindu (India pressed to open up procurement) 
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News 

More RCEP nations seek commitments on market access 

1. Members of the RCEP wants India to open up its more than $300 

billion-worth public procurement market 

2. The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is a 

proposed mega Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 

3. Many countries pushing for binding commitments to mutually 

liberalise government procurement markets, including themselves and 

India involved in the mega-FTA talks 

What is Public/government procurement? 

4. It refers to the process by which government (at the Central, State and 

local levels), its agencies/departments and State-owned 

enterprises procure goods and/or services 

5. Only for their own use, and not for sale/resale commercially 

6. India is not a signatory to the Government Procurement 

Agreement within the WTO framework 

7. Why: because it wants to retain its policy space to meet its 

development needs through public procurement process 

Other developments on the issue 

8. Currently, 19th round of the RCEP Trade Negotiating Committee 

meeting at the technical level is going on at the Hyderabad 

9. Here, the 16 countries agreed to constitute a Working Group on 

government procurement to take forward negotiations on the topic 

and include it as a separate chapter in the final agreement 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

RCEP  

 

 

 

Boost for India on easier visa norms 

Easier Visa Norms 

1. India is pushing for easier norms on movement of professionals for 

short-term work in 16 Asia-Pacific nations, under the RCEP 

2. The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is a 

proposed FTA 
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3. The RCEP technical level talks are currently going on in Hyderabad 

Possible support from ASEAN countries 

4. A few ASEAN countries are also supporting India’s proposal for an RCEP 

Travel Card 

5. The Travel Card will facilitate visa-free multiple short-term entry 

across the RCEP region for business and tourism purposes 

Concerns of RCEP Members 

6. According to some members, Travel card would lead to migration of 

professionals from India and loss of jobs for locals 

7. But India has been saying that its demands on temporary movement of 

professionals and skilled workers should not be confused 

with permanent movement (or immigration) 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

Privacy issue 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1  Privacy is a fundamental right with qualifications, 

Centre tells apex court) 

Union Government’s stand on the issue 

• Government told the SC that right to privacy is a fundamental right but it 

is a “wholly qualified right” 

• Government stand means ‘right to privacy’ could be subject to 

reasonable restrictions 

Change in stance 

• This is contrary to the government’s earlier stand that citizens cannot 

invoke privacy as a fundamental right as the Constitution does not 

provide for it 

Does this cover the issue related to Aadhar? 

• Government also made it clear that the submission was not intended to 

cover the challenge to Aadhaar 

• It means that those challenging it cannot claim that it violates right to 

privacy 



 

215 
 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-
srilanka 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 Thirty years of soul-searching — the lasting legacy 

of 1987) 

Indo-Sri Lanka Peace Accord 

• It was an accord signed in Colombo on 29 July 1987, between Indian Prime 

Minister Rajiv Gandhi and Sri Lankan President J. R. Jayewardene. 

• The accord was expected to resolve the Sri Lankan Civil War by enabling 

the thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution of Sri Lanka and the 

Provincial Councils Act of 1987. 

Sri Lanka’s politics changed since the advent of the accord? 

• The most important political change since 1987 has been the total military 

defeat and demise of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). 

• India’s initiative was not only resolve the island nation’s ethnic conflict, 

but also ensure a role for India in shaping the political trajectories of a 

post-war Sri Lanka. 

Objective of the Accord 

• To end Sri Lanka’s ethnic war by persuading the Tamil militant groups to 

lay down their arms and then join the so-called political mainstream. 

• To alter the constitutional and structural framework of the Sri Lankan 

state and offer regional autonomy to the minority Tamil community 

through devolution of powers. 

Result of the Accord 

• The Tamil militant groups, with the exception of the LTTE, agreed to follow 

the political path opened up for them. 

• The LTTE rejected the accord, and returned to war not only with the Sri 

Lankan state, but also with the Indian state. 

After 4 month India was in war zone directly with LTTE 

The 13th Amendment to Sri Lanka’s 1978 Constitution was passed by Sri 
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Lankan Parliament in November 1987. 

The new law, which closely followed the Indian constitutional model of 

power-sharing, created a system of Provincial Councils in Sri Lanka’s nine 

Provinces. 

The Accord offered the best chance to resolve the Tamil national question 

but was undermined by successive governments in Colombo  

Post Sri lankan Independence 

• Sri lankan Govt hates Tamils. They wanted all Tamil people to leave Sri 

Lanka. 

• They tried to destroy the identity of Tamils which led to many Massacres. 

• The 1983 Anti-tamil pogom was the tuning point of the Tamil struggle inSri 

Lanka. These attacks where thousands of Tamil civilians were killed turned 

the Attention of the World to this issue. 

Indian Involvement 

• In 1970s India was worried about the Sri Lankan Tamils because of two 

reasons. 

• Congress was very dominant force in Tamil Nadu and Tamil people in India 

were very sympathetic towards their fellow Sri Lankan Tamils. So maintain 

power in Tamil Nadu Congress in the centre have to work on this issue. 

• During 1971 Indo-Pak WAR Sri Lanka helped PAKISTANI NAVY to fuel at 

Lankan Ports. So India was vey angry with Sri lanka. 

Direct Involvement 

• In 1987 Indian PM Rajiv Gandhi signed Indo-SriLankan accord. 

• In 1987 India sent IPKF(Indian Peace Keeping Force) to Sri Lankaas 

mediator and protect tamil people once all the militant groups surrender 

their weapons. 

Turning Point 

• In September while LTTE was surrendering its arms to IPKF SriLankan Navy 

arrested 17 LTTE members including 2 main commanders. It was against 

the Indo-Sri Lankan Accord. When LTTE asked IPKF to rescue their arrested 
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leaders and cadres again IPKF ignored it. 

• IPKF refused(it was Indian Army’s duty to protect cadres as LTTE was 

already surrendering arms) to help. When SriLankan Forces tried to shift 

these LTTE members to Colombo they committed MASS Suicide by 

swallowing Cynaide capsules. 14 LTTE cadres including Prabhakaran’s 

brother-in-law died on spot remaining were saved. After this mass 

suicide LTTE and Tamil People’s anger turns completely on Indian Army. 

LTTE 

• LTTE(Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam) was the most powerful and most 

influencial militant group in Sri Lanka. 

• Prabhakaran founded LTTE and remained its Chief until his Death in 2009. 

• They were the only Militant organisation to have their own Air Force 

VAANPULIGAL (AIR TIGERS). 

• LTTE’s sea wing KADALPULIGAL (SEA TIGERS) had their own Semi-

submarine and were powerful than Sri Lankan Navy. 

• LTTE NEVER SURRENDERS. Either they used to kill their enemy or die 

fighting until the last. They fought till end 2009. 

• LTTE innovated the SUICIDE BELT. LTTE IS THE FATHER OF THE MODERN 

SUICIDE ATTACKS. LATER IT WAS ADOPTED BY ALMOST ALL ISLAMIC 

TERRORISTS. 

• Until mid 90’s LTTE carried 1/3 of all suicide attacks in the World. Almost 

90% attacks were successful. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Privacy Issue 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 Privacy in the Public Domain) 

Definition or Meaning 

• The right to privacy is an element of various legal traditions which may 

restrain both government and private party action that threatens the 

privacy of individuals. Over 150 national constitutions mention this right. 

• A right to privacy is explicitly stated under Article 12 of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights 

• No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, 
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family, home or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honor and 

reputation. Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against 

such interference or attacks. 

Why in news 

• It is heartening to read the preliminary observations of the Supreme 

Court, made on July 19, regarding privacy as a fundamental right. 

• Many RTI’s have been filed in the Supreme Court for the linking of the 

Aadhaar card and whether it is a breach of privacy or not (considering 

privacy as a fundamental right). 

• Since Aadhaar and many of the contemporary discussions on privacy are 

related to deep technological developments, the question of privacy 

should be rethought in the context of these technologies 

Privacy is the ability of an individual or group to seclude themselves, or 

information about themselves, and thereby express themselves selectively. 

Security is the degree of resistance to, or protection from, harm. It applies to 

any vulnerable and/or valuable asset, such as a person, dwelling, 

community, item, nation, or organization. 

Secrecy is the practice of hiding information from certain individuals or 

groups who do not have the “need to know”, perhaps while sharing it with 

other individuals. 

The greatest challenge to privacy comes from the private sector. 

Social experiments have shown that people are willing to have private 

information about themselves made public if they receive some monetary 

advantage. 

Why to worry 

• When we search for a book or a ticket, we start getting advertisements 

related to these searches in our supposedly private emails. 

That means someone is tracking all our activity 

• The state too can do much with the information on individuals that it 

collects through various voluntary as well as coercive means. The concern 

about privacy thus was a concern about potential misuse of such 
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information. 

• The idea of privacy has always had a troubled relationship with 

privatisation. Private companies often have rules that protect them from 

being transparent in hiring policies. 

• The private sector that is at the forefront of developing technologies that 

facilitate this mining, storing and sharing of information of different 

people 

No free lunches 

The Trojan horse through which the state and private players enter our 

domains of privacy is through contemporary technologies. 

The price we pay for modern technologies is not only money. 

The websites are free; we can download millions of books and songs for 

which we had to pay earlier. Why are we being given so much that is free? 

Like almost everything else in this world, there are always hidden costs. The 

major cost that we pay is the cost of our privacy. 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

POCSO 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 Questions of age) 

▪ The Supreme Court has shown due restraint in declining to apply the 

provisions of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act to 

mentally retarded adults whose mental age may be that of a child. 

▪ It would have been tempting to give a purposive interpretation to the 

term ‘child’ under POCSO, which refers to those below 18 years of age, 

and rule that it encompasses those with a ‘mental age’ of a person 

below 18. 

▪ It would have been compelling to acknowledge how similarly a child and 

an adult with inadequate intellectual growth are placed when it comes 

to sexual assault: both may show the same lack of understanding about 

the situation they are in and incapacity to protest. 

▪ The court has chosen the challenging path of analysing the import of 
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such judicial interpretation, along with the question whether expanding 

the notion of age is within its remit. 

▪ It has ruled that it is outside its domain. POCSO is meant to protect 

children from sexual offences. 
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Current affair based question 

Q1. Which of the following organisations assist a country with the adjustment process  
under its Extended Fund Facility? 
a. Asian Development Bank 
b. World Bank Group 
c. International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
d. New Development Bank (NDB) 
Answer c 

Q2. The Buran wind blows across _____. 
a. Eastern Asia 
b. Western Europe 
c. Southern Africa 
d. Eastern Australia 
Answer a 

Q3. The Constitutional 91st Amendment Act, 2003 fixed the total strength of Council  
of ministers in Union and State Government _____. 
a. 15% of the total number of Members of the Lower House of the Parliament/State 

Legislature 
b. 10% of the total number of Members of the Lower House of the Parliament/State 

Legislature 
c. 20% of the total number of Members of the Lower House of the Parliament/State 

Legislature 
d. None of the above 
Answer a 

Q4. Consider the following statements: 
1. The Codex Alimentarius or “Food Code” is a collection of standards, guidelines and 

codes of practice adopted by the Codex Alimentarius Commission. 
2. Codex Alimentarius Commission is established by FAO alone. 
Identify the incorrect statements from the options given below. 

a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
d. Neither 1 nor 2 
Answer b 
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GS:1—ART & CULTURE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg6 Carbon dating confirms Keezhadi site is from Sangam era) 

• For several years, experts had surmised that the archaeological site at Keezhadi 

in Sivaganga district of Tamil Nadu dates back to the Sangam era. 

• Now, carbon dating has confirmed that two samples sent from the site 

are indeed nearly 2,200 years old. 

• The Keezhadi dig that started in 2013 provides archaeological evidence of 

ancient Tamil life that has so far been known largely from texts like Sangam 

literature. 

• Archaeological Survey of India had sent two carbon samples from Keezhadi for 

carbon dating to Beta Analytic Inc., Florida, USA. 

• Unlike many other archaeological sites excavated in Tamil Nadu, Keezhadi is a 

major habitation site. 

• The last time habitation sites were excavated in Tamil Nadu was at Arikamedu. 

• Keezhadi was zeroed in on after studying both banks of Vaigai river through its 

entire stretch from Western Ghats till the point it reaches the Bay of Bengal. 

• A total of 72 potsherds with Tamil Brahmi script were found at Keezhadi which 

had several Tamil names. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

biodiversity 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg7 Oriental white ibis nesting in Ganjam) 

Context:  

• A group of Oriental white ibis birds have nested at Beguniapada in 
Ganjam district of Odisha.  
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• According to ornithologist , this indicates that these birds feel secure 
at Beguniapada and that the environment was conducive for 
breeding.  

About Oriental white ibis:-  

• Usually Oriental white ibis are seen in large number in the Chilika 
lake during winter months.  

• They breeds in the Indian Subcontinent and Southeast Asia from 
northern India, Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka east up to Japan. 

•  It builds a stick nest in a tree and lays 2–4 eggs These birds had 
started building nests on a few coconut trees.  

• This year these birds have built nests on trees with a large canopy 
and on coconut trees at Kumuti Sahi, Garda Sahi and Paika Sahi 
areas. 

•  Environment conducive for breeding.  

• It occurs in marshy wetlands inland and on the coast, where it feeds 
on various fish, frogs and other water creatures, as well as on insects 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Section 
498A-abuse 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg7 SC for panels to examine dowry cases) 

Context: SC ordered the setting up of „family welfare committees‟ in all 

districts under the aegis of the National Legal Services Authority.  

About Family welfare committees:-  

• The three-member family welfare committees will be set up by the 
district legal services authorities.  

• Members can be appointed from para legal volunteers, social 
workers, retired persons, “wives of working officers” and other 
citizens.  

• Committees of social workers, homemakers, retired persons and 
other upstanding citizens will form the vanguard against frivolous 
complaints of dowry harassment in their localities.  

• They will sift the genuine cases from trivial ones. 
About NALSA 

• National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) has been constituted 
under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 to provide free Legal 
Services to the weaker sections of the society.  

• Objective of NALSA is to provide free and competent legal services to 
the weaker sections of the society and to ensure that opportunities 
for securing justice are not denied to any citizen by reason of 
economic or other disabilities, and to organize Lok Adalats for 
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amicable settlement of disputes. 

•  Chief Justice of India is the Patron-in-Chief and the Senior most 
Hon'ble Judge, Supreme Court of India is the Executive Chairman of 
the Authority. 

• functions of NALSA also include spreading legal literacy and 
awareness, undertaking social justice litigation etc. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Privacy 
issue 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Privacy built into Aadhaar Act, says UIDAI) 

• “Privacy is non-negotiable, confidentiality is non-negotiable under the 

Aadhaar Act,” the Unique Identification Authority of India(UIDAI), the nodal 

agency implementing the Aadhaar scheme, has said in the Supreme Court. 

• Additional Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta, appearing for the UIDAI, made this 

emphatic claim when apprehensions were raised by a nine-judge Bench that 

personal data collected during Aadhaar enrolment might make its way into 

the hands of private players, for whom such details would transform into 

“vital commercial information”. 

• The court was, in turn, responding to a submission by Attorney-General K.K. 

Venugopal, appearing for the Centre, that citizens could not claim 

informational privacy when the state asks for data for a legitimate purpose 

such as Aadhaar. 

• “There is no denying that it [Aadhaar] is a social welfare scheme, but you [the 

government] must first concede that the state is obliged to put a robust 

personal data protection mechanism in place,” Justice D.Y. Chandrachud said. 

• Section 28 of the Aadhaar Act of 2016 deals with “security and confidentiality 

of information”. 

• Justice Chandrachud said informational privacy was the most “vexed” portion 

of the ongoing debate as parts of personal data were already in the public 

domain. 

• To this, Mr. Venugopal said informational privacy can never be a part of 

fundamental rights. There was no informational privacy against compelling 

state interests and public utility, for which the state can ask for fingerprints. 

But again, individuals can refuse if the information sought was totally 

irrelevant ,” he said. 
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GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

AI 
divestment 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg13 Panel seeks details on AI divestment) 

A Parliamentary Standing Committee has sought details from the government on its 

strategic disinvestment plans for national Air India. 

• The decision to divest to stake in Air India was based on government 

think-tank NITI Aayog’s recommendations may this year. 

• The Aayog had given the rationale for the disinvestment of Air India and 

has attributed the main reason as fragile finances of the company. Air 

India has been incurring continuous losses and has huge accumulated 

losses. 

• NITI Aayog in its report on Air India says that further support to an 

unviable non-priority company in matured and competitive aviation 

sector would not be the best use of scarce financial resources of the 

Government. 

• Air India’s market share on domestic routes had declined to 14.2% in 

2016-17, from 17.9% in 2014-15. 

• Air India had accumulated total debt of Rs 48,876 crore till March 31, 

2017. 

• The carrier has been reporting continuous losses due to its high debt with 

its net loss at Rs 3,728 crore in 2016-17, compared with Rs 3,836 crore in 

2015-16. 

• Air India, which has a debt burden of more than Rs 52,000 crore, is staying 

afloat on taxpayer’s money. 

• The previous UPA government had extended bailout package worth little 

over Rs 30,000 crore to the national carrier for a period of 10 year starting 

from 2012. 

Key points: 

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), chaired by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi, on June 28 gave its in-principle approval for the 

strategic disinvestment of Air India and subsidies. 

• The CCEA also set up a group of minister under Finance Minister Arun 

Jaitley to examine the modalities of the national carrier’s stake sale. The 

Ministerial group will decide upon the “treatment of unsustainable debt 
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of Air India, hiving off of certain assets to shell company, de-merger and 

strategic disinvestment of three profit-making subsidiaries, quantum of 

disinvestment and the universe of bidder. 

• Union Cabinet gave its nod for Air India’s strategic disinvestment, India’s 

largest low-cost carrier IndiGo expressed interest in acquiring the flag 

carrier’s airline business, mainly related to its international operations. 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 Public health, private players?) 

Context: 

 

▪ Recently the Policy Commission has suggested that 'Urban Health 

Care' should now be given in private hands. Tier-1 and Tier-II category 

towns will be brought to the district hospital in this area. 

▪ Indeed, a model contract for treating non-communicable diseases in 

India has been proposed by the Policy Commission and the Union 

Health and Family Welfare Ministry, in which the role of private 

hospitals will also be decided. 

▪ Be aware that where a section is standing in support of it, the other 

class is opposing this proposal. In today's debate, counter notification 

and dialogue we will see how appropriate this step is. 

Issue  

▪ In this proposal of the Policy Commission, it has been said that public 

facilities in district hospitals will be outsourced to private providers 

for the treatment of diseases like cancer, cardiovascular diseases and 

respiratory system. 

▪ Private hospitals will be given this freedom so that they can recover 

the entire treatment cost from patients not covered by government 

schemes (like National Health Insurance Scheme).The government 

will give the money to those who are free for treatment. 

▪ The problem will be that the private health service providers will only 

be willing to serve in those districts where the patient will be able to 

pay more. This proposal means that most patients will also have to 
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pay for public facilities. 

▪ In fact, recently conducted surveys have shown that only 12-13% of 

the population is covered by public funded insurance. Under this 

proposal, the government will only bear the expenses of treatment of 

those people who come under insurance schemes. 

▪ This proposal will further promote inequality in the case of access to 

health services. Private health care providers will focus only on those 

districts, which are comparatively rich and where the people are 

prosperous. 

▪ The main purpose of private sector service providers is earning profit 

and in the coming time, they will also increase their fees and demand 

more grants from the government. 

Contradiction  

▪ Recognizing the recent document that the Policy Commission has 

presented in relation to health services, the government is backing its 

role of public health care, which is completely wrong. 

▪ National Health Policy 2017 has clearly given priority to strengthen 

public health systems, and it has also been said that in those 

important areas where there are currently no providers or providers, 

they Strategic preparations for areas and those services will be done. 

▪ Indeed, in our district hospitals there is lack of necessary facilities for 

the treatment of complex diseases like cancer, cardiovascular disease 

and pulmonary diseases; in such cases, people often turn to private 

hospitals. Therefore outsourcing private sector service providers in 

these hospitals is a practical step. 

▪ In hospitals like AIIMS, number of months is to be used for treatment. 

Sometimes patients have to wait for their turn to last one year. 

▪ Be aware that non-communicable diseases are spreading rapidly. A 

2014 study by the Harvard University for the World Economic Forum 

shows that due to cardiovascular disease, India will have to spend an 

additional $ 2.17 trillion during 2012 to 2030. 

▪ The beneficiaries of BPL families and government insurance schemes 

will be provided with funds by the government, and for other people 

the cost of treatment will be kept comparatively lower. 
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debate 

▪ The proposal to invite private sector investment in district hospitals is 

based on some main concepts:  

1. District hospitals need to upgrade to good quality health services.   

2. There is a need to reduce dependence on medical college 

hospitals and corporate hospitals.  

3. The number of non-communicable diseases is increasing.  

4. Lack of necessary facilities for the treatment of diseases like 

cancer.  

5. The proposed PPP model can work smoothly with shared facilities 

and a dual payment system. 

▪ The concept paper based on the proposed document, which is based 

on the concepts, is definitely worth-a-compliment, but we have to 

think whether we can improve the situation of district hospitals or 

other health services only through private investment? 

▪ Indeed, supporters of the PPP model argue that it will take time to 

reach acceptable levels of public sector capacity, but there is a 

significant increase in non-communicable diseases, so how effective 

this model will be for the health care sector, There is doubt in it. 

▪ How practical is it to be two different service providers in the same 

hospital? Will not a conflict between them? While private sector will 

be permitted to use public sector resources. 

▪ This model will become a group of two types of patients after taking 

into practice. One who will pay for the services of his own pocket and 

the other for whom the government will pay for it.What will happen if 

all the beds in the hospital are filled with self-paying people. 

▪ Without thinking about all these things, this model may not have 

been as effective as possible. 

What's the way forward?  

 

▪ The idea of improving health care through the private sector is fine, 

but our public sector has been certified stingy in terms of spending on 

health services itself. We are very much on the list of the lowest 

spending countries in the health sector. 
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▪ According to World Health Organization's recommendations, any 

country should spend at least 5 percent of its gross domestic product 

(ie GDP) on health, but in India it has remained around 1 percent for 

the last several decades. However this goal has been kept at 3% in the 

new health policy. 

▪ It is a popular notion that public sector is less skilled than private 

sector, which is not true. The government does not need to be 

influenced by this prevailing belief. Efforts should be made to 

improve the health sector through public investment. 

Conclusion  

 

▪ The Indian Constitution gives its citizens "the right to save life", in the 

policy indicators of the state, "Nurturing the level, elevating the 

standard of living and improving public health" has been discussed. 

▪ But the ground reality is exactly the opposite. Health services in our 

country are terribly lazy.Governments should not exclude themselves 

from the responsibility of public health. 

▪ Today the health services of our country are quite expensive and far 

from the reach of the common man. Private hospitals have been 

made the last option. 

▪ It is known that in the health services, there are three types of 

models seen in the world of private and public sector partnerships. 

▪ In the first model, only the state has the role of health services, 

whereas in the second model, medical expenses are borne through 

health insurance plans and in the third model only the private sector 

provides health services. 

▪ It is a sad surprise to know that India does not fully comply with any 

of these three models, and this is probably the reason that the private 

sector is growing arbitrarily. 

▪ There should be a vision and a clear policy for important issues like 

health in India. In the PPP model i.e. 'public private partnership 

model' public / public sector also has an important role.We have to 

take care that public private partnerships will not be anywhere else 

'pure private partnership' model. 
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GS:2—IR 

 

RCEP 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 What’s at stake in Hyderabad) 

Background  

• India is hosting the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 

meeting among ASEAN members in Hyderabad; a group of farmers, trade 

unions, intellectuals and non-governmental organizations have gathered to 

discuss about resisting RCEP agreement.  

• Unsurprisingly, all public discussions on the Regional Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership (RCEP) are centred around leaked documents. RCEP 

stands on IP issues, will adversely affect nearly half of the world’s population 

on areas like access to knowledge and access to medicines.   

• The proposed provisions seek to extend pharmaceutical corporations’ 

patent terms beyond the usual 20 years and also would require data 

exclusivity that limits competition. Such provisions are a cause for great 

concern among public health groups over their potential adverse impact on 

access to affordable medicines.  

• As India negotiates the RCEP a free trade agreement that looks remarkably 

similar to the now failed Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) but for the absence 

of the chief protagonist and dissenter, the United States , Japan now 

appears to be playing the role that the United States is known for, policing 

the intellectual property (IP) regimes of its trading partners.  

• Unlike the TPP, where India and China were not parties, the RCEP will open 

two of the world’s fastest-growing economies to new standards of IP 

protection with some unforeseen consequences.  

About RCEP 

• The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is a so-called 

mega-regional economic agreement, is a proposed free-trade agreement 

(FTA) between the 10 countries of the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN) and six others with which this bloc has foreign trade 

agreements (FTAs) — Australia, China, India, Japan, South Korea, and New 
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Zealand. 

• The stated goal of the negotiations is “To boost economic growth and 

equitable economic development, advance economic cooperation and 

broaden and deepen integration in the region through the RCEP.” 

• RCEP covers trade in agricultural goods, industrial goods, services, 

investment, competition & dispute settlement, economic & technical co-

operation and intellectual property.  

IP and RCEP  

• Over the years, global IP standards have steadily expanded beyond World 

Trade Organisation (WTO) requirements, because of some free trade 

agreements such as the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

(RCEP) which India is currently negotiating with its trading partners. 

• Data exclusivity prevents drug regulators from referring to or relying on data 

submitted by an originator company relating to a drug’s safety and efficacy 

while approving bioequivalent versions of the same drug, i.e. therapeutically 

equivalent generics and biosimilars for a fixed period of time. 

• One of the conditions that have been put forth both in the TPP as well as the 

RCEP is the formation of an Investor State Dispute Settlement mechanism 

and to include IP as an investment. Treating IP as an investment would allow 

private companies to raise investment disputes against the host country 

whenever they feel that the legal regime does not favour them. 

• Japan’s insistence on the inclusion of this clause comes as no surprise as it is 

the third-largest RCEP investor country. Countries like India and China, 

which will be the destinations for the investments, should include 

safeguards against these measures. 

• The few IP reforms discussed in the RCEP include data exclusivity, patent 

term extension, and much more lenient criteria for patentability. 

• The IP chapter in RCEP is at risk of including provisions far stricter than those 

mandated by the World Trade Organisation (WTO) and the Agreement on 

Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). 

• This will lead to delay in the entry of generic versions of medicines, 

extension of patent monopoly for a longer time, and exclusivity for drugs 
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that should not be patented if strict patentability criteria were to be applied. 

• The RCEP negotiations by Japan appear to be an extension of the arm-

twisting that developing countries like India have been repeatedly subject to 

by the U.S. as reflected in the most recent Special 301 Report released by 

the U.S. Trade Representative. The strong MNC lobby growing in Japan, 

especially on the pharmaceutical side, is a reason for its insistence on 

stricter IP rules. 

• If a provision of data exclusivity is passed, the millions of TB patients in India 

would have to buy the high-priced drugs, which would have no cheaper 

generic alternative. Otsuka, Japans’ MNC, which make drug for the 

treatment of extensively drug-resistant tuberculosis (TB), has been 

strategically withholding the registration of the patent in India, thereby 

preventing a generic version of the drug from being manufactured.  

MOST FAVOURED NATIONS (MFN) CLAUSE OF WTO  

• Under the WTO agreements, countries cannot normally discriminate 

between their trading partners. Grant someone a special favour (such as a 

lower customs duty rate for one of their products) and then the countries 

have to do the same for all other WTO members. This principle is known as 

most-favoured-nation (MFN) treatment. 

• For example if India has an agreement with Japan (through the RCEP), India 

will be obliged to offer the same concessions to the U.S. as well as the other 

members of the WTO. 

• Most-favoured nation (MFN) status did not always mean equal treatment. In 

general, MFN means that every time a country lowers a trade barrier or 

opens up a market, it has to do so for the same goods or services from all its 

trading partners whether rich or poor, weak or strong. 

Way ahead  

• On the ongoing 19th round of RCEP meet, India must resist Japan’s U.S.-style 

pressure. Developing countries like India which have taken the leadership in 

instituting and using balanced intellectual property protection for 

pharmaceuticals should not only proudly protect their laws in the RCEP 

negotiations, they should also encourage other countries to adopt and use 

similar measures that ensure generic competition. 
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GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (The elephant in the room) 

Overview  

• Despite considerable economic growth and increasing self-confidence 

as a major global player, modern India is a disaster zone in which 

millions of lives are wrecked by hunger and by pitiable investment in 

health and education services.   

• By 2030, India will have 590 million people nearly twice the current US 

population living in its cities. The youth segment of this population is 

expected to include 170 million workers. These are the preschoolers of 

today. These are very important constituent is practically overlooked 

in all our policy plans. India’s public and policymakers’ imagination 

ignores children and the young.  

• In India 50 per cent of 300 million children in school can’t read, needs 

action and the call is more urgent, when we know that 150 million of 

those children are 5-10-year-olds.  

Concern for India  

• Demographic Dividend is a limited time window, in which all the 

appropriate policy framework has to put in, to be able to utilize the 

window. These policy frameworks related to job creation, education 

and health standards, skill development, quality of jobs, social 

security. 

• The Right to Education Act, with great foresight, which focused on free 

and compulsory education till class VIII, does not prescribe preschools 

for the poor or education beyond class 8. Nor does it talk quality or 

equity. 

• The pre-primary and primary school children of today are going to be 

the work force of the 2030s. But there are few programmes for early 

schools goers. The 21st century needs creativity, innovation, problem-

solving, entrepreneurship and a drive to excel. But basic education 

seems to be less important in the grand scheme of things than the 

mission of skilling Indian youth by the lakhs. 

• The new Child and Adolescent (Prohibition and Regulation) 

Amendment Act, 2016, passed recently in Parliament is touted as 

“progressive” for it covers adolescents (up to age 18.) But it lacks the 
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national commitment to abolish child labour in all forms.  As the clause 

in the law permits children to be employed in “family or family 

enterprises” or allows the child to be “an artist in an audio-visual 

entertainment industry”. 

• The list of hazardous occupations and processes has been slashed 

from 83 to just three. Now, adolescents can be put to work in chemical 

mixing units, cotton farms, battery recycling units, brick kilns, among 

other places. 

• Even the UNESCO report of September 2016 says India will be half a 

century late in achieving its universal education goals. Hence, we will 

achieve universal primary education only by 2050; universal lower 

secondary education only by 2060; and universal upper secondary 

education only by 2085. 

• School readiness is a critical factor for lifelong learning and sustainable 

education. If schooling helps break stereotypes and reiterate ideas of 

equity and equality, while enabling children to move away from the 

debilitating forces of mass media to a more gently critical culture. Our 

children would go to create a nicer, more sustainable world for 

themselves, through reading supported learning, realising the 

importance of gender equality, global climate change, and sustainable 

consumption. 

• When children understand they can bring sustainable change to 

themselves they begin to understand the emotional and the economic 

purpose of education, leading to sustainable lifelong learning. 

Way ahead 

• Creativity and critical thinking are the prerogatives of all children. 

Imagination is the most important requisite. The softer skills every 

leader needs are quality in thought and deed, an ability to contribute 

to society, make and belong to civil society; to be a responsive and 

responsible citizen who treats every life form with kindness. 

• The government school system should be made more robust. 

Disruptive and collaborative innovation in primary education is 

possible only when we all join hands, when we together make 

children’s sustainable learning happen. 
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July ‘29th’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

MTP act 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg5  SC rejects abortion plea of 10-year-old) 

Context  

• On July 24, a Bench led by Chief Justice of India J.S. Khehar had directed 

doctors from P.G.I., Chandigarh, to medically examine the 10-year-old 

rape victim and file a report in court on whether the “health of the girl 

child concerned, who is stated to be of the age of 10 years, and also that 

of the foetus, would be adversely affected, if the pregnancy is continued 

for the full term”. 

Termination is not possible 

• Medical opinion: abortion will endanger both the girl and her 32-week-

old foetus. 

• Supreme Court: denied the permission to grant abortion of the foetus. 

State-level MTP boards 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sc-rejects-plea-seeking-nod-for-10-year-old-rape-survivors-abortion/article19377784.ece
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• Supreme Court urged the government to consider setting up permanent 

medical boards across the States so that women, especially child rape 

victims, could receive expedient access to medical care. 

• Why such boards? To expedite the process. 

• Presently, women are forced to undertake the cumbersome process of 

approaching different courts, from district courts to high courts and 

finally the Supreme Court, for permission to medically terminate their 

pregnancies which are over 20 weeks. 

• The frequent number of such cases which have come to the Supreme 

Court range from child rape victims to destitute women to women with 

substantial foetus abnormalities. 

 

GS:3—SECURITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Source—The Hindu (Pg10 CAG spots weaknesses in missile defence system) 

Highlights of the report tabled by CAG in Parliament: 

• Deficient in quality – The strategic missile system, a medium range 

supersonic surface to air missile system to counter aerial threats were 

“deficient in quality,” 

• Over 70 % of the under vehicle scanners (UVS) installed at Indian Air 

Force (IAF) bases were non-functional 

• The IL series of aircraft, which provide vital transport support to IAF 

during contingencies, “has notbeen upgraded, and continue to fly with 

1985 vintage avionics.” Air to air refuelling is a crucial capability both 

during combat as well as peace time operations. IL-78 aircraft are 

dedicated for this purpose. However, due to inadequate infrastructure 

and support facilities the air to air refuelling capability was hampered. 

Importance of Strategic missile system: 

• Strategic missile system is vital for the country’s air defence and 

deterrence capability. 

• Audit found that the system delivered by Bharat Electricals Limited (BEL) 

was deficient in quality. 

• Out of 80 missiles received up to November 2014, 20 were test fired 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/cag-spots-weaknesses-in-missile-defence-system/article19380293.ece
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during April-November 2014. Six of these missiles i.e., 30 % failed the 

test. 

• Preliminary failure analysis report revealed that the missiles fell short of 

the target, had lower than the required velocity, and also there was 

malfunctioning of critical units like Servo Control Unit and Connector. 

• Two missiles had failed to take off because the booster nozzle had failed. 

These deficiencies posed an operational risk during hostilities. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

FREEDOM 
OF 
EXPRESSION 

 

 

 Source—The Hindu (Pg6 Cinema & censorship) 

Context 

• Supreme Court rejected a petition filed by a person claiming to be the 

daughter of the late Sanjay Gandhi to set aside the certificate granted 

to Indu Sarkar, a film directed by Madhur Bhandarkar 

Freedom of expression 

• Supreme Court observation: freedom of expression cannot be curtailed 

without a valid reason. 

• Film is nothing but artistic expression within the parameters of law and 

that there is no warrant or justification to curtail it. 

CBFC and its censorship role 

• Recent experience suggests that the CBFC (Central Board of Film 

Certification) does not always see itself as a certifying authority, but 

rather plays the censor quite merrily. In the case of Udta Punjab last year, 

it was seeking to be the guardian of Punjab’s honour against the 

depiction of the high prevalence of drug addiction in the State. 

• The Bombay High Court had to remind the CBFC that certification, and 

not censorship is its primary role and that its power to order changes and 

cuts must be exercised in accordance with constitutional principles. 

• More recently, the CBFC sought to play the moral censor with regard to 

Lipstick Under My Burkha, a film it thought was too “lady-oriented” to be 

given a certificate, presumably because it depicts their fantasies. 
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• The Film Certification Appellate Tribunal had to intervene to secure the 

release of the film, with an ‘A’ certificate. 

• These instances demonstrate that challenges to freedom come from both 

within the systemic framework and outside. 

Role of court in protecting freedom of expression 

• Courts prefer to protect the right to free expression rather than entertain 

excuses such as maintenance of law and order and public tranquility, or 

someone’s sense of hurt or the fear of someone being portrayed in a bad 

light. 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 

 

private 
entities IN 
the district 
hospitals 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg6 The state’s domain) 

Context: 

• There is a proposal from NITI Aayog and the Union Health 

Ministry to allow private entities to use the premises of the district 

hospitals to provide treatment for cardiac and pulmonary diseases 

and cancer. 

Problems associated with such policy? 

• Contracting out services in a virtually unregulated and 

largely commercialprivate system is fraught with risks. 

• Such an arrangement is to ensure that the bulk of health spending, 

whether from government funds, subsidy or private insurance, goes 

into actual care provision, and that administrative expenditure is 

capped under the contract 

• With the goal to provide health for all under the National Health 

Policy, care should be universal, and free. 

• A market-driven approach to providing district hospital beds for only 

those with the means would defeat the objective 

• Such arrangements do not offer a cure for the problem of the growing 

non-communicable disease burden. Lifestyle choices and social 

determinants, such as tobacco and alcohol use, and environmental 

pollution, are often linked to such diseases. 
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Way forward? 

• Strong oversight is necessary to ensure that ethical and rational 

treatment protocols are followed in the new facilities, 

and procurement and distribution of drugs are centralised to 

keep costs under control 

• Success of such systems depends on medical 

outcomes and community satisfaction. Both dimensions must find 

place in a contract, and be assessed periodically. 

• Given the recourse to tax funds for viability gap funding and use 

of public infrastructure, the operations should be audited by the 

Comptroller and Auditor General. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg6 Not just a question of weeks) 

Context 

1. The article is about the abortion provisions in India i.e.  the recent 

incident where the Supreme Court of India declined the abortion 

request of a 10-year-old rape survivor who was reportedly 32 weeks 

pregnant 

The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act 

2. It stipulates a cap of 20 weeks within which an abortion can be 

performed 

3. How Doctors advise for abortion: While advising an abortion, medical 

practitioners are expected to evaluate whether continuing with the 

pregnancy would involve a risk to the life of the mother 

4. Or cause grave injury to her physical and mental health 

20 week cap has some drawbacks 

5. According to some experts, the 20-week cap is 

somewhat arbitrary and has drawn rightful criticism 

6. Foetal impairments often get detected at the ultrasound done 

between 18 to 22 weeks, when the foetus is said to have 

“substantially developed” 
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7. But in India majority of expectant mothers seek advice from midwives 

and Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHA) 

8. Ultrasounds are only done when something “unusual” is suspected 

Government’s effort for pregnant women 

“Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan” 

9. Under this , doctors at private and government facilities are required 

to provide free antenatal care on the ninth of every month 

 The Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill 

10. It introduced the concept of “substantial foetal abnormalities” in 

which case the time period of pregnancy is irrelevant 

11. It also widened the scope of who could carry out the abortions by 

introducing the term “registered health care provider”, 

12. Registered health care provider included recognised practitioners of 

Ayurveda, Unani and homoeopathy 

13. Unfortunately, the Bill is still awaiting approval 

WHO report on the issue 

14. According to WHO, laws and policies on abortion should protect 

women’s healthand their human rights 

15. Regulatory, policy and programmatic barriers that hinder access to 

and timely provision of safe abortion care should be removed 

The way forward 

16. As a starting point, we need uniformity in medical standards 

17. Simultaneously, the long-pending Bill(mentioned above) which took 

into account some of the changed circumstances, needs to get passed 

 

GS:2—EDUCATION 

 

Higher 
education 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 LS passes Bill for more autonomy to IIMs ) 

IIM Bill 2017 

1. The Lok Sabha has approved the Indian Institutes of Management Bill 

2017 
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2. Why: To grant administrative, academic and financial autonomy to 

the IIMs and allow them to award degrees to their graduates 

3. But he bill is still required to be passed by the Rajya Sabha and signed 

by the President to become law 

Meaning of greater autonomy 

4. This means neither the human resource development (HRD) ministry 

nor the president of India will have a say in the selection of top 

executives at these B-schools 

5. The government will have no say on the appointments or fees at 

these institutes 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg12 ‘Regulators shouldn’t restrain innovation’) 

In news 

• Niti Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant opinion: India’s financial sector regulators 

should stop hindering ideas in the financial technology sector and instead 

opt for a regulatory sandbox approach to nurture innovative financial 

technology applications. 

What is a regulatory sandbox? 

• A regulatory sandbox is an experimental oversight mechanism for 

innovative products and services that do not fall into an existing 

regulatory regime or cut across traditional regulators’ domains. 

• For example when you make payment transfers or remittances, assess 

your personal finance or insurance needs, compare financial products 

that you are considering buying or to track the performance of your 

investments. 

• Such innovations are permitted to operate for a limited period of time at 

a limited scale to understand its efficacy and implications, so that the 

best alternatives for regulation can be evolved based on concerns that 

emerge. 

• The (sandbox) option can be a great way to unlock innovations for mass 

public adoption, because a regulatory sandbox balances the twin 

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/regulators-shouldnt-restrain-innovation/article19380891.ece
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objectives of nurturing financial innovation and safeguarding consumer 

interests. 

Practice elsewhere 

• Globally, regulatory sandboxes have been introduced in the U.K., 

Singapore, Australia, Malaysia and UAE. Each country has a certain 

“target group” for which sandboxing is done. 

• All these countries have so far created a sandboxed environment to 

support financial institutions (FIs) and fintech firms 

Allowing the start-ups 

• There are over 600 start-ups in the country in the financial technology 

(fintech) space 

• Letting them operate in a ‘live, but controlled environment with some 

regulations relaxed, will provide a solid evidence base’ on their strengths 

and weaknesses. 

• More than 30 of those start-ups are focused on the peer-to-peer lending 

space alone and their market potential is expected to reach $5 billion by 

2020. 

• Several start-ups are working in areas such as virtual currencies like 

Bitcoins, Blockchain-based settlements and so on. 

• The total fintech market in India is estimated to be worth $8 billion and is 

expected to grow to about $14 billion by 2020. India is ranked amongst 

the top ten FinTech markets globally 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pg5 Most private hospitals evade tax: CAG 

Highlights of “A performance audit of India’s private hospitals” by CAG 

• Majority of the institutions is evading tax. 

• Data on ‘non-filers’ of income tax was available only in three states — 

West Bengal, Assam and Gujarat. 

• Delhi, Kerala, Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu had no process of identifying 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/most-private-hospitals-evade-tax-cag/article19380559.ece
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hospitals that were evading tax. 

• Most private hospitals and practitioners did not submit valid Permanent 

Account Numbers (PAN). 

Key Fact: The private sector accounts for 80% of outpatient care and 60% of 

inpatient care in the country. 
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Current Affair Based Question 

Q1. The Kachin Hills make a boundary between India and which of the following  
neighbors? 
a. Bhutan 
b. Myanmar 
c. Nepal 
d. China 
Answer b 

Q2. Consider the following statements about the Commission for Agricultural Costs  
& Prices (CACP): 
1. It is mandated to recommend minimum support prices (MSPs) 
2. Union Agriculture Minister is the ex-officio chairperson of the commission 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 Only 
b. 2 Only 
c. Both 1& 2 
d. Neither 1 nor 2 
Answer a 

Q3. Umiam Lake, also known as Barapani Lake, is located in which state? 
a. Meghalaya 
b. Assam 
c. Sikkim 
d. Tripura 
Answer a 

Q4. ‘Sagar Vani’ was launched recently. It is concerned with 

a. Missing and vulnerable children 
b. Rural electrification 
c. Postal Technology 
d. None of the above 

Answer d 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

245 
 

July ‘30th’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:3—SECURITY 

 

Terrorism  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 NIA unearths new Kashmir terror funding 

channels) 

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) is focusing on a hawala racket 

relating to the annual Haj pilgrimage and trade fraud along the Line of 

Control (LoC) as two funding channels being used by separatists and 

terrorists in Jammu and Kashmir. 

▪ According to the NIA, some travel agents who send Indians on the Haj 

pilgrimage are hand in glove with associates of separatists based in 

Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. A part of the money collected from 

pilgrims is diverted for terror and separatist activities, while the cost 

of accommodation and food are borne by these associates. 

▪ Interestingly, the NIA has recommended to the Home Ministry that 

the trade across the LoC be stopped, but Jammu and Kashmir Chief 

Mehbooba Mufti said on Saturday that this exchange would not be 

stopped, and more trade routes would be added. 

 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

Biodiversity  

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 Rare birds return to safer, better managed 

Seshachalam) 

• Black-hooded Oriole ( Oriolus xanthornus which belongs to the corvidae 

family), a common 

resident bird of Seshachalam forest in the Eastern Ghats, in Andhra 
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Pradesh went missing 

over three years ago. 

• Besides India, the Black-hooded Oriole is seen in Srilanka and Indonesia. 

• The Oriole, along with other species such as Golden Oriole, Black-naped 

Monarch and Indian 

Nightjar, had gone away from the region about three years ago due to 

increased red sanders felling 

and smuggling, and hostile weather conditions. 

• Besides disturbance due to red sanders smuggling, many species, 

especially the ground-nesters, were 

threatened by people who consumed them, causing their mass migration 

or near-extinction. 

• Seshachalam forest is home to 215 species of birds, which belong to 45 

families. 

• The Seshachalam forest, one of the richest regions in terms of 

biodiversity, could have received much 

more protection and care but for the paucity of funds and lack of financial 

support. The funding for 

the entire region is approximately in the tune of Rs. 50 crore which is 

negligible according to a top 

forest department official. 

• The Western Ghats alone get about Rs. 1,000 crore compared to the Rs. 

200 crore overall 

budget for the protection of forests in Andhra Pradesh. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

Biodiversity  

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 On the scent of dead big cats) 

• Despite the success of tiger conservation in the country over the past 
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decade, protection of the 

big cat remains a concern, data of tiger deaths and seizure of body parts 

show. 

• Till July 29, International Tiger Day, in 2017, 62 tigers died of natural or 

unnatural causes and 

14 cases of seizure of body parts had been reported from across the 

country, show the official 

database of the National Tiger Conservation Authority. 

• Twenty-nine, or 46%, of the deaths occurred outside tiger reserves. The 

remaining 33 deaths are 

inside the reserves. 

• In 2016, of the 100 deaths, 37 occurred outside the reserves. An 

increase in the deaths recorded 

outside the reserves poses a question on the tiger conservation. 

• The NTCA database provides the cause of deaths in just 13 of the 62 

cases. Of the 13, six have been 

attributed due to natural causes and seven to unnatural causes — two 

electrocutions, two accidents 

and one each of poaching, snares and traps and tiger infighting. 

• Giving a rough estimate of 3,000 tigers in the country, he said there 

should be about 750 deaths 

and births every year. The real concern is whether these deaths are due to 

poaching and if they 

are being killed inside protected zones where the breeding is taking place. 

• A State-wise analysis of the deaths indicate that Karnataka has recorded 

the highest 14 deaths. 

Madhya Pradesh follows with 13, and Maharashtra and Uttarakhand with 

12. 
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GS:2—POLITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg12 why do lingayat want a seperate identity) 

News: 

Recently the Lingayats held a massive rally at Bidar, Karnataka demanding 

separate religious status. 

Who are the Lingayats? 

• Lingayats are popularly known as “Veerashaivas”. 

• They are followers of Lingayatism, a distinct shaivite religious tradition 

founded by Basaveshwara, a 12th-century social reformer, Kannada 

poet, and philosopher. 

What is the recent demand? 

• A section of the Lingayat community seeks legal recognition as a faith 

outside all-subsuming Hinduism. 

• They demand for assertion of the Lingayat caste identity in opposition 

to a Hindu religious identity. 

• They claim that though Lingayats worship Shiva, the concept of ‘Ishta 

Linga’ or personal god and rules of conduct prescribed by Basaveshwara 

cannot be equated to the Hindu way of life. 

• They emphasize that Basaveshwara defied the caste system and Vedic 

rituals which are part and parcel of the established Hindu order. 

• However, another section of the Lingayats argue that Baseveshwara's 

propositions were reformist and they were not aimed at  breaking away 

from the Hindu fold. 

Is the issue politically significant? 

• The demand for a separate identity is a 40-year-old wish and it has only 

become louder now with The Akhila Bharata Veerashiva Mahasabha 
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raising it with Chief Minister Siddaramaiah. 

• Lingayats constitute around 17% of the population in Karnataka and are 

listed in the Other Backward Classes category. 

• With less than a year left for the Assembly elections in Karnataka, the 

Lingayats issue has raised concerns among the political parties. 

• Especially, the lingyats comprise a strong vote base for the BJP. 

• This is a crucial issue for the BJP as  assenting to the demand would be a 

diversion from its Hindutva agenda and not doing it would anger a large 

section of its voters. 

 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

 

Hepatitis C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg15 A two-in-one solution) 

• Hepatitis C, a disease that closely mimics the deadly HIV infection, has 

been ignored for long, 

say medical experts. 

• The chronic liver infection caused by the blood-borne hepatitis C virus 

(HCV) kills nearly 

96,000 people in India annually. 

• This, despite the fact that the availability of a range of new drugs has 

drastically improved its 

cure rate to over 95%. 

• Experts also point to the threat of HCV co-infection with HIV, given that 

both diseases have 

same routes of transmission. 

• Like HIV, HCV can be transmitted through injectable drug use through 

the sharing of needles, 

reuse or inadequate sterilisation of medical equipment such as syringes 
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and needles, and 

transfusion of unscreened blood and blood products. Though very 

uncommon, it can also be 

transmitted sexually and can be passed from an infected mother to her 

baby. 

• This makes a strong case to integrate HBV/HCV testing and treatment as 

a component in the already 

existing National AIDS Control Programme and commence interventions 

and treatment guidelines 

for patients with HIV and HBV/HCV co-infection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Section 2 pg10 India’s first ever U.S. crude purchase 

to arrive in Sept.) 

• India’s first ever purchase of crude oil from the U.S. will be delivered in 

September 2017, 

according to an Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) official, who added that the 

company’s deal with 

the U.S. resulted in cheaper oil for India than even Basra Light because the 

U.S. could sell at 

highly competitive rates, and the company transporting the shipment — 

PetroChina — had 

provided ‘very favourable’ terms of trade. 
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• IOC reportedly bought 1.6 million barrels of high-sulfur grade U.S. Mars 

crude oil and 400,000 

barrels of Western Canadian Select. 

• The deal with the U.S., signed earlier in July 2017, comes at a time when 

India’s oil imports from 

Iran have fallen to their lowest levels in more than a year due to tensions 

between the two 

countries over the awarding of the Iranian Farzad B gas field. Iran has also 

cut short the credit 

period it offers Indian companies for oil they buy, from 90 days to 60 days. 

• Bharat Petroleum Corporation also announced in July 2017 that it had 

become the second Indian company to buy oil from the U.S. 

 

GS:2—POLITY  

 

Statutory & 
non-statutory 
appointement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (RBI changes norms for appointment of auditors) 

• An audit firm will not be eligible for appointment as statutory central 

auditor (SCA) of a bank 

for six years after completing its four-year tenure in that particular private 

or foreign bank. 

• This follows the decision of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to modify the 

rest period in the 

appointment of SCAs by banks from 2 years to six years. 

• The policy aims to deter the auditors and auditee from establishing a 

comfortable relationship that 

may lead to compromise, in strict adherence to audit principles. 

• The modification of rest period was done to ensure that the ‘rest and 

rotation policy’ was followed in 

letter and spirit. The new guidelines are also applicable to foreign banks. 
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Current affair based question 
Q1. Flammable ice consists of _________. 
a. Methane hydrate 
b. Methane hydrite 
c. Ethane hydrate 
d. Ethane hydrite 
Answer a 

 

Q2. Muntra, which was in news recently is an ______. 
a. Unmanned aerial vehicle 
b. Unmanned submarine 
c. Unmanned tank 
d. Unmanned helicopter 
Answer c 

Q3. Consider the following statements: 
1. Flammable ice are formed at very low temperatures and under high pressure 
2. By lowering the pressure or raising the temperature, the hydrates in flammable ice, 

break down into water and methane. 
Choose the correct statement. 

a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2 
d. Neither 1 nor 2 
Answer c 

Q4. Which of the following is/are the conditions to abort the foetus under the under the 

Medical 

Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971? 

1. The duration of the pregnancy should be under 20 weeks 

2. The continuance of the pregnancy would involve a risk to the life of the pregnant woman. 

3. If the child were born, it would suffer from such physical or mental abnormalities. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer d 

Q5. Dhrupad and Thumri are genres of – 

A. Carnatic music 
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B. Hindustani music 

C. Sadra music 

D. Khyal music 

Ans B 
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July ‘31st’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Tax 
evasion 
issue 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 Regulator turns up heat on erring CAs) 

• The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) has said 4,445 

complaints have been registered against CAs as on June 30 this year, and 

punishment has been awarded in 402 cases until March 2017. 

• The CA regulator, however, said it was pushing for amendments to the 

norms to help expedite action against wrongdoers in the profession. 

Context 

• This development comes within a few weeks of Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi indicating stringent measures against those involved in money 

laundering — including through shell companies — following 

demonetisation, and asking the ICAI to hasten action against CAs “helping 

tax evaders.” 

• The ICAI had awarded punishment in 402 cases (under the old and new 

disciplinary mechanisms) to the erring members. 

• The action ranged from issuing letter of caution to permanent removal 

from the ‘Register of Members’ with or without fine, depending upon the 

gravity of the charges established against the members. 

• The ICAI is under the Corporate Affairs Ministry’s administrative control. 

• There is a need for amending the concerned rules/regulations to expedite 

disciplinary action against the wrongdoers. 

• The ICAI (Council) had submitted interim recommendations to a High Level 
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Committee formed by the Corporate Affairs Ministry for strengthening the 

disciplinary mechanism. 

• Amendments to the CA Act would require parliamentary nod, adding that 

the Centre had the power to amend the Rules including the Disciplinary 

Rules (framed under the CA Act). 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 

Women 
welfare  

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg5 Technology park turns rural women self-reliant) 

News:  

With the help of government agencies in Warangal, S.R. The first woman 

technology park of its kind established by Engineering College is proving to 

be a boon for the rural poor. This park is a big step towards making women 

self-reliant. 

Key points : 

 

▪ Identifying the women who want to learn and learn, The women 

technology park being set up by the engineering college is being 

brought in to make them aware of the latest technology and 

entrepreneurial ideas.  

 

▪ Women are being taught a lot more than construction technology, 

construction of brass items and preparations of yarn from banana 

fiber. 

▪ Encouraged by this training, women want to buy their machines and 

want to produce themselves. 

▪ Women Technology Park is sponsored by the Department of Science 

and Technology under the Department of Samata, Empowerment and 

Development. 

▪ It is now engaged in demonstration and dissemination of rural 

technologies related to knitting, metal arts utensils, banana fiber 

extraction, construction and housing services, agriculture and forest-

based processing technologies. 
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objective  

 

▪ The aim of the Women's Technology Park was to empower women in 

this area and make financial independence with complete and 

integrated development of rural technologies. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Housing 
sector  

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg14 Housing prices are alive and kicking) 

A new index shows prices across most cities have risen, despite stories of over 

supply and dull demand 

Earlier this month, the Ministry of Housing flagged off a new index — the NHB 

Residex — designed to track housing price trends in 50 cities across India. 

Releasing the data, the Ministry claimed that the new index offered proof that 

demonetisation hadn’t dealt a big blow to the housing market. 

Trends in the Residex certainly support this claim. According to lenders’ data 

compiled by the NHB Residex, as many as 32 of the 50 cities tracked registered 

rising housing prices and 13 recorded stable trends, in the twelve months to 

March 2017. Only 5 cities saw declines. 

But this trend of resilient prices sits rather oddly with the tales of woe about 

the residential market doing the rounds in the last couple of years, which talk 

of slower sales and a stockpile of unsold homes. 

The year 2016-17 saw a perfect storm of events come together to dampen 

demand for housing in India. 

• First came demonetisation and the resulting purge of the cash component in 

real estate transactions. 

•  Then the Budget delivered a rude shock by capping the tax break from ‘loss on 

house property’ at Rs. 2 lakh a year, for second and subsequent homes. 

This effectively put paid to the ‘investment’ buying of homes, a key source of 

housing demand in Tier 1 cities. Cloudy job prospects, stingy increments and 

layoffs for the IT sector dampened purchases by this crucial segment too. 

The last nail in the coffin was the enactment of RERA (Real Estate Regulation 

Act) on May 1. The new law, which forces developers to segregate buyer 

advances and deploy it only in specific projects, was expected to result in a 
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working capital crunch for developers. The industry was in go-slow mode in 

the run up to this event. 

The NHB Residex fulfils this crying need. Hopefully, as the index expands its 

coverage to more cities and broad-bases its sources, it will make the Indian 

housing market more transparent and empower the hapless home buyer. 

 What is NHB Residex? 

NHB Residex from the National Housing Bank, designed by a technical advisory 

committee comprising Government representatives, lenders and property 

market players, is a set of benchmarks that aims to track housing price 

indicators across Indian cities. 

Originally flagged off in July 2007, the index was discontinued in 2015 and was 

refurbished and re-introduced earlier this month. 

The NHB Residex currently offers two sets of quarterly Housing Price Indices 

(HPIs) across the cities it tracks. 

The National Housing Bank 

• National Housing Bank (NHB), a wholly owned subsidiary of Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI), was set up on 9 July 1988 under the National Housing Bank Act, 

1987. 

•  NHB is an apex financial institution for housing. 

•  NHB has been established with an objective to operate as a principal agency 

to promote housing finance institutions both at local and regional levels and to 

provide financial and other support incidental to such institutions and for 

matters connected therewith 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Gold bond 
scheme 

 

 

 

 

 Source—The Hindu (Pg14 New gold bond scheme may draw more investors) 

In news 

• The Government announced a few changes in its Sovereign Gold Bond 

(SGB) Scheme recently. 

• The primary change was the increase in the limit to 4 kg (from 0.5kg) for 

individuals, HUF and 20 kg for Trusts. 

• This was probably done to encourage high net-worth individuals, rich 
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 farmers as well as trusts to invest in these bonds. 

Background 

• The basic premise is that most Indians believe in gold as a time-tested and 

safe asset class and prefer it over other forms of investment. 

• The sovereign gold bond initially introduced by the Government in 2015 

has achieved only limited success mostly because of its unrealistic pricing 

pattern vis-a-vis the international price of bullion. 

• While the Government introduced these bonds to help reduce India’s over 

dependence on gold imports, the move was also aimed at changing the 

habits of Indians from saving in physical form of gold to a paper form with 

Sovereign backing. 

Annual consumption of gold in India 

• Annual consumption of gold in India is in the range of 700-800 tonnes, 

almost all of which is imported. Of this, approximately 500-600 tonnes is 

bought by consumers as jewellery for cultural reasons (mainly for 

weddings). 

• The balance is in the form of gold bars and coins for savings or investment 

purposes, which is what the Government hopes to convert to paper form 

so that both are served — investors are happy as long as they earn some 

returns and capital appreciation at the time of redemption, as well as it 

helps reduce an equivalent amount of physical gold imports. 

Some suggestions to ensure the success of the scheme 

• To ensure further success, the Government should allow mass channels 

such as gold loan Non-Banking Finance Companies (NBFCs) to also market 

it. 

• Offering gold loan against Sovereign Gold Bonds would help popularise the 

product from a consumer angle. 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 

Swachh 
bharat 
mission 

Source – the Indian Express (At The Half-way Mark) 

Context 
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1. The article is related to the targets of ODF achieved under the Swachh 

Bharat Mission. 

Achievements of the Swachh Bharat Mission 

2. Due to the focus on need-based capacity building and 

constant measuring of outcomes SBM has witnessed notable 

achievements in reducing open defecation viz. 

(1) In last three years there is an increase from 42 per cent to 65.02 per 

cent in national sanitation coverage 

(2) Five states, 149 districts and 2.08 lakh villages have already been 

declared Open Defecation Free (ODF) 

(3) Nearly 22 per cent of the cities and towns have been declared ODF 

(4) 50 per cent of the urban wards have achieved 100 per cent door-to-

door solid waste collection 

(5) The number of schools with separate toilet facilities for girls has 

increased from 0.4 million (37 per cent) to almost one million (91 per 

cent) 

ODF as the success parameter of the SBM 

3. It was made clear by the government that progress will 

be tracked and evaluatedonly on the basis of ODF 

4. Effect of the decision: This policy shift led to ODF Monitoring 

Committees (or Nigrani Samitis) being formed at the village level 

5. The monitoring committees’ key tasks were not to count the number 

of toilets but to ensure that no individual from the village resorts to 

open defecation 

6. Information and feedback from NGOs and others shows 

good progress on this front 

The way forward 

7. Achieving ODF status alone is not sufficient for the success of SBM 

8. Attention to the complete sanitation cycle is required, 

where waste generated also needs to 

be collected and treated properly 

9. Achieving ODF is the collective responsibility of the entire nation, not 

just the government 
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GS:2—POLITY 

 

Section 
498A 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (Hard act) 

Context: 

Section 498A has been made to contain violence against women within the 

family. 

Author discusses about its misuse and recent proposals of Supreme Court and 

Maneka Gandhi to ensure a balance. 

Issues with Section 498A 

Operation of IPC was weighted against husbands and their birth families, 

and automatically presumed the complainant to be an innocent 

Women and Child Development Ministry have acknowledged that the law 

has been misused too often. 

Prevalence of misuse, is reflected in the data of the National Crime Records 

Bureau — less than one in five charge sheets filed has resulted in conviction. 

Proposals? 

Minister Maneka Gandhi has asked the National Commission for Women to 

be accessible to men who claim to be falsely accused. 

Apex court has issued fresh guidelines prohibiting the immediate arrest of 

family members, except in cases involving physical injury or death 

Maneka Gandhi has recommended a more stringent filing process which 

insists on identity proof, and has warned that while opening a window to the 

victims of false claims, the NCW should not open the door wide to false 

counter-claims 

The SC wants the establishment of family welfare committees in every 

district, to which all complaints are to be referred 

Besides, the court has prescribed that bail applications must be decided on the 

date of application. Since bail is a right, courts may be more inclined to grant 

rather than withhold, which could again increase the risk to the complainant. 

Way forward? 
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The law must retain its progressive bias in favour of wronged women, without 

inadvertently wronging men. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Agriculture 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (From plate to plough: Everybody loves a good crop) 

Context: 

1. The sums insured under National Agriculture Insurance Scheme (NAIS), 

modified NAIS, and Weather Based Crop Insurance Scheme (WBCIS) 

were too low, as premiums were kept low and it was not based on any 

robust scientific system and had its own loopholes. 

2. Introduction of ‘Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana’ –was a path 

breaking scheme for farmers’ welfare 

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojna (PMFBY)- a game changer 

3. Raised the sums insured to realistic levels, basically to cover the cost 

of cultivation of farmers. 

4. The premiums were heavily subsidised by the Centre and the states in 

equal proportions 

5. compared to kharif year2013, the number of farmers opting for the 

scheme increased by 210 per cent in kharif 2016, and the area covered 

increased by 126 per cent 

6. But the effectiveness of crop insurance scheme is based on how fast it 

can settle the claims of farmers.  It is here that the governance of the 

state is tested 

Three critical steps in this process: 

7. The state has to notify the crops, make clusters of districts, determine 

the sums to be insured based on district level committees, and invite 

tenders from insurance companies; 

8. The state and the Centre have to pay premium to the 

companies providing insurance; and 

9. In case of crop damages, quickly assess the damages and ask 

companies to pay the claims of farmers 

Challenges in the implementation 
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10. If states delay notifications, or payment of premiums, or crop cutting 

data, companies cannot pay compensation to the farmers in time. 

11. Similarly, most states failed to provide smartphones to revenue 

staff to capture and upload data of crop cutting, which continues to 

come with enormous delay. 

12. There is hardly any use of modern technology in assessing crop 

damages. 

Way forward 

13. There is an urgent need to link the insurance database with Core 

Banking Solution (CBS) so that when premium is deducted from a 

farmer’s bank account, the bank sends him a message informing about 

the premium, sum insured and name of insurance company. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current affair based question 
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Q.1) Consider the following statements regarding the ‘National Company Law Tribunal 
(NCLT)’: 
1. Once the NCLT admits a case, it cannot be withdrawn. 
2. SC’s power of ‘Complete Justice’ has no say on the NCLT. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) Both are correct 
c) Neither 1 nor 2 
d) 1 only 

Answer d 

 

Q.2) Which of the following statements regarding ‘National Housing Bank (NHB)’ is/are 
correct? 
1. It is a wholly owned subsidiary of Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 
2. It was set up under the “Housing for All by 2022” Mission. 
Select the correct option using the codes given below. 
a) 2 only 
b) Neither 1 nor 2 
c) 1 only 
d) Both are correct 

Answer c 

 

Q.3) Consider the following statements regarding the ‘Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana’: 
1. It doesn’t cover Commercial Crops. 
2. Under the scheme, there is no upper limit on Government subsidy. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 2 only 
b) Both are correct 
c) 1 only 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer a 

 

Q.4) What are the possible effects of high Credit Growth on individuals in an Economy? 
1. High tendency of Borrowing 
2. High tendency of Spending 
Select the correct option using the codes given below. 
a) 1 only 
b) Both are correct 
c) 2 only 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer b 
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Q.5) Prime Minister Narendra Modi has urged Indians to celebrate August 15 this year as 
Sankalp Parva. PM announced this day for doing something constructive for the country. 
What is the deadline under the ‘Sankalp Parva’? 
a) August 2019 
b) October 2022 
c) August 2020 
d) August 2022 

Answer d 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	July ‘10th’, 2017
	July ‘11th’, 2017
	July ‘12th’, 2017
	July ‘13th’, 2017
	July ‘14th’, 2017
	July ‘15th’, 2017
	July ‘16th’, 2017
	July ‘17th’, 2017
	July ‘18th’, 2017
	July ‘19th’, 2017
	July ‘20th’, 2017
	July ‘21st ’, 2017
	July ‘22nd’, 2017
	July ‘23rd’, 2017
	July ‘24th’, 2017
	July ‘25th’, 2017
	July ‘26th’, 2017
	July ‘27th’, 2017
	July ‘28th’, 2017
	July ‘29th’, 2017
	July ‘30th’, 2017
	July ‘31st’, 2017



