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PERRY COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 

Minutes of the Meeting       September 15, 2021 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Perry County Planning Commission was held on 

Wednesday, September 15, 2021 in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room of the Veteran’s 

Memorial Building, New Bloomfield, PA and via Zoom telecommunication software, with 

members participating in compliance with the provisions authorized under PA Act 15 of 2020. 

Chairman Turner called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

 

1. ROLL CALL 

 

 Members present were Chairman Jim Turner, Robert Shaffer, Dana Cotton, Dave Rice, and 

Brian Funkhouser with Cathy Gilbert and Tom Graupensperger participating virtually, 

through the Zoom meeting arrangements. Jason Finnerty was in attendance representing the 

staff. Steve Deck, was also present remotely, representing staff and handling the logistics 

of the virtual meeting participation. 

 

2. MINUTES 

 

 Chairman Turner asked the members if they had read through the July 21, 2021 monthly 

meeting minutes and if they had any edits they would like to offer. None of the members 

offered any edits.  

 

 Mr. Rice motioned to approve the minutes without edit. Mrs. Cotton seconded the motion, 

and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

3. GOOD AND WELFARE 

 

Mr. Tom Palm and his wife Patricia Palm were in attendance for the Thomas L. Palm, 

Patricia A. Palm, and Dennis R. Palm subdivision plan in Northeast Madison Township. 

 

4. COMMUNICATIONS AND PAYMENTS OF EXPENSE 

 

A.      Communications 

 

Chairman Turner asked the commission members if there was anything from the 

monthly communications list needing to be discussed, or if staff had any items to bring 

to the PCPC’s attention. Mr. Finnerty mentioned the list was rather long this month 

since the August meeting was cancelled. PCPC members were instructed to contact the 

office at any time if they have any questions on any of the communications listed.  

 

B.       Payment of Expenses 

 

Mrs. Gilbert made a motion to approve the following expenses. Mrs. Cotton seconded 

and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Transfer amount...………………...……………………………………….......$1,885.02 

 



 

 2 

5. REPORTS 

 

   A.      Treasurer’s Report 

 

Mr. Graupensperger motioned to accept the Treasurer’s Reports in the form of financial 

statements for the period of January 1, 2021 through September 30, 2021 for filing 

subject to audit. Mrs. Gilbert seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

B.      Staff Report 

 

1.     Local Planning Assistance (LPA) Report 

 

Mr. Finnerty mentioned the only LPA meeting staff attended this month involved 

the Marysville Borough Planning Commission. The Borough Manager, Zachary 

Border has indicated that Council is forwarding a copy of the proposed updated 

zoning ordinance to the PCPC for formal review. It is anticipated this will be on the 

October meeting agenda. 

 

It was also mentioned the Spring Township Board of the Supervisors are moving 

closer to advertising for the public hearing on their first proposed zoning ordinance. 

 

A copy of the LPA Report is attached to the file copy of the minutes. 

 

2.      Program Progress Report  

 

Covering transportation, Mr. Deck mentioned the RTP draft has been completed 

and the HATS staff is now working to update the TIP which will run from 2023-

2026.  

 

The last Lunch and Learn webinar offered by the TCRPC covered the Planning 

Toolkit. 

 

Work continues on the Countywide Action Plan (CAP). Staff attended and 

participated in the PADEP evaluation of the CAP alongside the consultant (HRG). 

Initial work to identify priority actions has taken place to prioritize projects to be 

considered for one or more grant applications.  

 

Lastly, Mr. Deck mentioned the TCRPC’s Annual Luncheon scheduled for the Penn 

Harris Hotel. He stated this year’s speakers are DCED Secretary Dennis Davin, 

PennDOT Secretary Yassmin Cramian, and US DOT Deputy Assistant Secretary 

Michael Shapiro and numbers for the event will be kept relatively low to account 

for the ongoing pandemic and maintaining social distancing. 

 

Mr. Finnerty added that Mr. Deck and he presented at the Perry County Association 

of Township Officials annual convention at the Perry County Fairgrounds. The 

session covered planning and zoning topics and was attended by planning 

commission members from Watts, and Oliver Townships and Wheatfield 

Township’s Zoning Officer. 

 

A copy of the Program Progress report is attached to the file copy of the minutes. 
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6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

A.    Perry County Comprehensive Plan 

 

Mr. Finnerty mentioned he has been engaging municipal officials to encourage their 

partnership with the county for the next comprehensive plan through the county 

Planning Commission’s Local Planning Assistance Program. Work to assemble an 

aggregate list of goals and objectives for all of the county comprehensive plans has 

nearly concluded.  

 

The proposed Comprehensive Plan’s vision statement was on agenda as an item for any 

additional thoughts, but no additional discussion was generated. Staff will offer the 

draft statement up to the Perry County Board of Commissioners to invite public input 

on the final statement’s text. 

 

B.    County Hazard Mitigation Plan Implementation 

  

Our office has been in coordination with the Perry County Fiscal Office and the 

Emergency Management Agency to gain access to the FEMA GO website to apply for 

the Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities grant. There are only 13 more 

days remaining to apply for this round of funding, and this is a highly competitive grant 

application program serving the entire country. 

 

Mr. Graupensperger asked what projects the county was looking into. Mr. Finnerty 

explained the grant would be used to update the next plan in 2025.  

 

C.    Driveway Access Concern - Cameron Drum/Southwest Madison Township 

 

Staff continues to receive numerous communications from Mr. William Sloss, and Mr. 

Dennis Smith neighbors to the Drum properties. No additional communications were 

received from either Mr. Drum’s attorney or PennDOT on resolving the issue. Staff will 

contact PennDOT between meetings to hear what steps PennDOT officials are taking. 

 

D.    Perry County Countywide Action Plan (CAP) 

 

 This item was covered in the Program Progress Report. 

 

7. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Subdivision and Land Development Matters 

 

1). Approvals Report 

 

a) File #21-078 Thomas L. Palm, Patricia A. Palm, and Dennis R. Palm - 

Northeast Madison Township Township 

 

Mr. Palm presented his family’s subdivision.  

 

Mr. Finnerty highlighted points from the staff review. Of these commented 
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items in the review report, there was some discussion regarding the need for 

additional survey monuments. It was determined the surveyor had sufficient 

monuments on the property to satisfy the Perry County Subdivision and Land 

Development Ordinance (S&LDO) requirements.  

 

Chairman Turner asked if staff had any recommendation on the modifications 

being requested. Mr. Finnerty indicated the file once again lacked the written 

modification requests which the applicant is required to provide. Mr. Palm 

indicated he would provide the paperwork. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Rice to grant modifications to S&LDO §§ 403 and 

407 for the preliminary plan procedure and specifications to consider the plan as 

a final plan; S&LDO § 409.4.B.1 to allow for the 1” = 120’ plat scale in place 

of the required 1” = 100’ scale; and S&LDO § 515.1 for the environmental self-

sufficient arrangement of all involved lots with the Northeast Madison 

Township Board of Supervisors not requiring sewage testing of the lots and 

commenting on their municipal comment form, “The township will not require 

a Non-Building Declaration form to be filed for this since the plan is for 

changing lines between two existing woodland tracts.” The motion was 

seconded by Mr. Funkhouser and passed unanimously.  

 

A motion was made by Mr. Shaffer to conditionally approve the plan with the 

receipt of the written request for the modifications and a revised plan to include 

a plan note clarifying no additional lots may be subdivided which would require 

access to the any of the existing private rights-of-way displayed on the plan 

without additional rights-of-way being dedicated and established to 

accommodate private road design and construction standards for engineering 

minor streets.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Rice and passed unanimously. 

When asked by Mr. Shaffer if his clients would agree to the condition placed on 

the plan approval, Mr. Palm stated yes. 

 

2). Review and Report  

 

Chairman Turner asked the Commission members if there were any plans on the 

monthly review and report table they would like to view. Chairman Turner and Mr. 

Funkhouser both asked to see the Newport Convenience Center land development 

plan in Howe Township. 

 

Mr. Shaffer motioned to ratify to staff reviews of all plans listed in the monthly 

review report table. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Cotton and passed 

unanimously.  

 

A copy of the Review and Report Table is attached to the file copy of these 

minutes. 

 

B.  Sewage Matters 

 

1) Sewage Facilities Planning Module 

 

a)  21-SM11-Lisa Laird - Penn Township 
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Mr. Finnerty explained the first sewage facilities planning module on the agenda 

was a customary review.  

 

A motion was made by Mrs. Cotton to ratify staff review of the sewage planning 

modules on the agenda. The motion was seconded by Mr. Graupensperger and 

passed unanimously and passed unanimously. 

 

C.  Other Matters 

 

1) Intergovernmental Review - Department of Community and Economic 

Development (DCED) Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program - for the Jan A. 

Deitzler Memorial Pool Revitalization for the Liverpool Area Recreation 

Association (LARA) ($198,432.50) 

 

Mr. Finnerty stated the office has received a notification from our online portal 

requesting letters for general consistency review of a grant application by the 

Liverpool Area Recreation Association for to pursue “structural repairs to the pool 

and pump house with replacement of interior expansion joints and repair to 

masonry cracks, repairs to drain units and skimmer boxes, pressure testing and 

location of affected areas, excavation and piping replacement and repairs, 

replacement of tanks, plumbing and pumps, installation of flow meters and 

installation of multi-port valves, CO2 automatic controller, and an ADA approved 

pool lift” in Liverpool Borough.  

 

A motion was made by Mr. Funkhouser to authorize the chairman to sign the 

prepared letter, officially supporting the request and further ratifying staff’s prior 

review. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Gilbert and passed unanimously. 

 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chairman Turner adjourned the meeting at 8:00 PM. The next meeting of the Perry County 

Planning Commission is scheduled for Wednesday, October 20, 2021 at 7:00 PM. The 

meeting will be held in the Commissioner’s Hearing Room of the Perry County Veteran’s 

Memorial Building and via Zoom teleconferencing software. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Robert E. Shaffer, Sr. 

       Secretary 

 

  


