
Introduction to The Synoptic Gospels 
(Part 1 of 6)

Of the four canonical books that record the 
‘Good News’ (evangelium, gospel) brought by 
Jesus Christ, the first three are so alike that they 
can, in many passages, be placed side by side 
and viewed as it were at a glance: for this reason 
they are called ‘synoptic’ (‘with one eye’).

Tradition dating from the 2nd century assigns 
them respectively to Saints Matthew, Mark 
and Luke. According to the same ecclesiastical 
tradition Matthew the publican, himself one 
of the apostles (Mt 9:9; 10:3), was the first 
to write; he write his gospel in Palestine for 
Christians converted from Judaism. His work, 
composed in ‘the Hebrew tongue’, i.e. in 
Aramaic, was then translated into Greek. John 
Mark, a disciple from Jerusalem (Ac 12:12) 
who assisted Paul in his apostolic work (Ac 
12:25; 13:5, 13; Phm 24; 2 Tm 4:11), and 
Barnabas his cousin (Ac 15:37,39; Col 4:10) 
and Peter (1 P 5:13), whose ‘interpreter’ he was, 
put Peter’s preaching down in writing at Rome. 
Another disciple, Luke, a medical man (Col 
4:14) and, unlike Matthew and Mark, of pagan 
origin (Col 4:10-14), born at Antioch according 
to some authorities, accompanied Paul on the 
latter’s second (Ac 16:10f) and third (Ac 20:5f) 
missionary journeys and was with him during 
his two Roman captivities (Ac 27:1f; 2 Tm 
4:11). For this reason his gospel, the third to 
be written, could claim the authority of Paul 

(cf. perhaps 2 Co 8:18) as that of Mark could 
claim the authority of Peter. Luke composed 
also a second work – the ‘Acts of the Apostles’. 
The original language of the second and third 
gospels is Greek.

These traditional data are confirmed and 
amplified by an internal examination of the 
three gospels; but before going on with this, it is 
necessary to say something about the problem 
of the literary relations between these gospels, 
i.e. ‘The Synoptic Problem’.

All the many solutions offered so far prove 
inadequate if taken separately, though each 
contributes an element of truth to the complete 
solution. In the first place it is highly probably, 
even certain, that a common oral tradition 
was committed to writing by each of the three 
Synoptics independently, and consequently 
with variations.  By itself this tradition would 
never have been able to account for the many 
striking similarities which exist not only 
between details in the text but also in the 
sequence of passages, resemblances which 
cannot be explained even by the extraordinary 
memory of people in the ancient Middle East. 
As for a written tradition, in one or many forms, 
this would be a far better explanation. But 
even supposing the three evangelists did draw 
independently on some such written source 
or sources, that could never explain passages 
where these likenesses and divergencies show 
that the evangelists were aware of each other, 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 197
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: In his days justice shall flourish and peace till the moon fails.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 9 December 2019 - SAT 14 December 2019
MON: GN 3:9-15, 20, LK 1:26-38 TUE: IS 40:1-11, MT 18:12-14 WED: IS 40:25-31, 
MT 11:28-30 THU: ZEC 2:14-17, LK 1:39-47 FRI: IS 48:17-19, MT 11:16-19 SAT: 
SIR 48:1-4, 9-11, MT 17:9A, 10-13

8 December 2019 Year ASecond Sunday of Advent

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building 
is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. 
For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be closed. Subsequent niche blessings and 
internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche 
blessing and internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put 
on personal protection gears when they enter the columbarium. 

My P@rish 150 - The Parish is producing a book that showcases the Church’s space, people, 
and priests to celebrate our 150th Anniversary. We encourage everyone to participate in this 
community project. My P@rish 150 is a book about you, for you, and by you.

There are three themes for the book: space, people and priests. They are open to your 
interpretation and definition.
Here are some prompts to help you in your story-telling:
What is your favourite spot in the church — does it inspire or comfort you?
What is your funniest experience within SPP?
Did a priest leave a deep or even life-changing impression on you?

Be free in the way you would like to share your story! Entries may be submitted in the following 
forms: prose, poems, paintings, photos, illustration, or song. Detailed specifications, more 
information and additional prompts may be found at https://www.spp150.com/1st-project

Please submit all entries to myparishspp150@gmail.com. When submitting your entry, please 
include your name, age, gender, handphone number and your email address. Please also include 
the year in which you started to attend mass in SPP. Please submit your article by 31 Dec 2019



PARISH NEWS 

150TH  ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
DINNER. An unforgettable gala event 150 
years in the making. 28 June 2020 (Sunday), 
Orchard Hotel Singapore. Tables now open for 
sale $2000 / $3000 / $5000 ENQUIRIES AND 
SALES Thresa  96930178, thresatoy@hotmail.
com Joanna 97536863 sng.joanna@gmail.com

3 Friends-In-Need of the SSVP will be receiving 
the Sacrament of Baptism on 14Dec ‘19, Feast 
Day of St John of the Cross. All parishioners are 
welcome to the mass celebration at 1.00pm.

31 DEC 2019 THANKSGIVING DINNER 
7.30pm Grand Banquet Restaurant (opp SPP) 
Ticket price: $550 per table. Tickets can be 
purchased at secretary office.

CATECHISM CLASS 2020 is open for 
registration. Plse obtain a registration form 
from parish office. For Enquiries, plse email: 
sppccdministry@gmail.com

PENITENTIAL INFO: 9 Dec ‘19 at 8.00pm

CHRISTMAS: 24 DEC ‘19 - 8.30pm 
Mandarin caroling. 9.00pm mass (Chinese). 
11.00pm English caroling, 12 midnight mass  
25 DEC ‘19 - 8.30am (Chinese), 11.00am 
(English), NO evening mass 

NEW YEAR: 31 DEC ‘19 - 530pm Vespers, 
630pm mass (solemnity of Mary mother 
of God) 1 JAN ‘20: 9.00am mass (NOTE: 
Amendments of date and time)

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

JESUS4EVERYONE - In this season of 
Advent, in preparation for Christmas. You may 
want to consider a journey of deeper faith and 
hope by telling others about Jesus. “Lord Jesus, 

grant me the courage and opportunities to share 
the faith with (insert name of family/friend).

CHINESE MUSICAL PLAY - Theme: 
Homecoming Pilgrims @ Novena (He 
is waiting for you) From Helplessness to 
hopefulness Witness the homecoming journey 
of four young people... What are you waiting 
for? Come and see! He is waiting for YOU! All 
are welcome! Date: 13 Dec (Fri) Time: 7.30pm 
Venue: Novena Church. Free Admission

CJC Open House 2020 - ‘Ignite Illuminate 
Inspire’ The day after the release of the 
O-Level results, from 10.00am to 4.00pm 
at 129 Whitley Road S(297822). The Open 
House provides an opportunity for students 
to find out more about the college and the 
programmes/activities offered in CJC. We 
hope that it might help your students make 
an informed decision in the selection of their 
post-secondary education. It will also raise 
your students’ awareness of CJC’s holistic 
education to develop Thinkers with a Mission, 
Leaders with a Heart (TMLH) and encourage 
them to continue their post-secondary 
education in a Catholic mission junior 
college. Please do not hesitate to contact Ms 
Dawn Ang Xi, Subject Head (Partnerships) 
at 62524083 or dawn_ang_xi@moe.edu.sg 
should you require further information.

FAMILY LIFE SOCIETY - Special Rosary 
& Mass to Celebrate the Feast of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, Protectress of the Unborn - 12 
Dec ‘19 at Cathedral of The Good Shepherd 
(Rosary - 7.00pm, Mass - 7.30pm)

as is obvious from the fact that at times they 
copy or correct each other. There must have 
been some direct interdependence and it is 
clear that Luke depends on Mark. It is not so 
clear however that Mark depends on Matthew: 
though this was held for a long time, a number 
of indications now suggest the reverse. As for 
Matthew and Luke, no direct dependence in 
either direction can be considered probable, 
and the non-Marcan passages common to these 
two probably have their common source or 
sources outside the second gospel.

Starting from these textual considerations 
modern critics have worked out a ‘Two Source 
Theory’ according to which these sources are: 
1. Mark, on whom Matthew and Luke depend 
for their narrative sections; 2. a source the 
existence of which is inferred purely from the 
textual evidence, and which is called ‘Q’ (the 
initial of the German word Quelle, or sourvce). 
From Q, both the first and third gospels draw 
the ‘Sayings’ or discourses of Jesus (‘Logia’), 
which in Mark are reduced to a minimum. 
This hypothesis is a step towards the solution 
but it involves some grave difficulties. 1. 
It abandons the traditional belief in the 
Aramaic origin of the first gospel and in its 
priority over Mark. Moreover it does not take 
sufficient account of the textual facts which 
confirms this tradition, facts which suggest 
that Matthew is not entirely dependent, even 
in narrative sections, on Mark and that there 
are times when Matthew appears to represent 
an even more primitive text than Mark. 2. As 
for Q, it is hard to see how such a document 
could have existed at all (at least in any of 
the many forms suggested) and if it did it 
would never have accounted sufficiently for 
all the complicated relationships that can be 
established between the first and third gospels.

Particularly in Catholic circles, recent criticism 
has attempted to answer these two difficulties 
(the evidence of an Aramaic original and 
the inadequacy of Q). It maintains: 1. that a 
primitive form of the first gospel in Aramaic 
existed as distinct from its later Greek form: 
this, it is claimed, is a far better explanation of 
the complicated relationship between Matthew 
and Mark, because it allows Matthew Greek 

to depend on Mark,  and Mark to depend on 
Matthew Aramaic, which explains how the 
first gospel, which usually follows Mark, 
sometimes deserts him and seems to retain a 
more primitive flavour – the reason being that 
Matthew Greek is in these cases closer than 
Mark to Matthew Aramaic, their common 
source; 2. that Q is an inadequate hypothesis 
and to help to supply for this inadequacy, in 
a way that does not conflict with the literary 
date, it is necessary to distinguish two 
difference sources for the Logia common 
to Matthew and Luke. a. Matthew Aramaic 
which, besides narrative matter, contained 
Logia (of which Mark omitted the greater 
part) and was therefore a gospel in the true 
sense of the word; b. the Supplementary 
Collection of Logia: supplementary, that is, 
to Matthew Aramaic, because it was meant 
either to preserve matter omitted from that 
gospel or to preserve in some different and 
more desirable form matter which that gospel 
already contained. To these two sources, both 
Matthew Greek and Luke are indebted; they 
are drawing from Matthew Aramaic when 
the narrative context in which the Logia 
are groped is the same in each gospel, and 
they are drawing from the Supplementary 
Collection when each makes use of the Logia 
in its own characteristic way: Luke, keep them 
together, inserts them in blocks in his ‘great 
intercalation’ (9:51 – 18:14); Matthew splits 
them up and distributes them throughout his 
gospel in his five main sections. One notable 
result of this complicated literary process is 
what are called ‘doublets’: i.e. the same saying 
or group of sayings occurs twice in Matthew 
or in Luke because on each occasion they 
are quoted from the two difference sources, 
i.e. Matthew Aramaic (either immediately 
or through the medium of Mark) and the 
Collection. It should be noticed that both 
Matthew and Luke would have used these 
two sources not in their primitive Aramaic but 
in two difference Greek translations, which 
would sometimes agree with each other and 
sometimes not; this would explain why the 
parallel texts of the first and third gospels are 
at times extraordinarily alike, at other times 
markedly unlike.
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966

CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a free 
subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best Catholic resources for 
children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to sppchurch.formed.org. See that the 
name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. 
You’re are ready to enjoy You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! 
FORMED app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

NOTES FROM TALK ON 
PLENARY INDULGENCE by Fr. 
Edward Lim, OCD on 27 July 2019 
is now available at the SPP 150th 
Anniversary microsite. Please visit 
https://www.spp150.com/formation


