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The name of the game for broadcasters these 
days is political action. There is no doubt 
t hat broadcasters are going to have to become a 
lot more politically oriented at all levels, if 
we are going to preserve the free broadcasting 
syst em we now have in our country. 

Every broadcaster who believes that paying 
membership dues to the state association and/or 
to the national association is going to t ake 
care of his portion of this legislative respon
sibility is making a terrible mistake. 

Your Associations, at best, can only try 
to coordinate t he activities of individual 
broadcasters. I believe that the National 
Association of Broadcasters is beginning now to 
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direct much of its legislative activity to getting participation of state associa= 
tions and individual broadcasters in the legislative areas. 

In addition, there has been a regional organization formed among the states 
of Nebraska, Colorado, Kansas, Oklahoma, Iowa, Missouri and Arkansas. This 
organization is called Mid-America Broadcasters Association and one of its pur~ 
poses is to help in this process of marshalling political action. 

The immediate need is for every broadcaster to f ile comments with the Federal 
Communications Commission opposing the proposal by the Federal Trade Commission 
that the FCC make provision for "counter ads" as part of the Fairness Doctrine. 
Under t his proposal there would be provisions made for paid, or free, answers to 
advertising of all sorts. Naturally it woul d apply to radio and television only 
and would therefore drive advertisers to other media. 

The way to prevent this catastrophe from taking place is to file your comments 
with the Federal Communications Commissiono We have never had a more urgent crisis 
situation. 

Comment s to t he FCC need not be prepared into legal document form. A simple 
letter s t at ing your opposition to this proposal and directed to the Commission will 
be very effective. !. hope you will file your comments as ~ ~ possible. 

ROGER T. LARSON . PRESIDENT 

KFOR. P . 0 . BOX 80209 , LINCOL N . NEBR. ee~ot 
TELEPHONE (402) 432 · 151506 

Roger Larson, President 

FRANK P . FOGARTY. EXECUTIVE VICE P RESIDENT 

502 TWI N TOWERS NORTH. OMAHA. NEBR. 68131 

TELEPHONE ( 402) 346 -0505 
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FEDERAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN ACT EFFECTIVE APRIL 7 

The Federal Election Campaign Act has been signed by Pres i dent Nixon and 
wil l be effective April 7. Among other things, the new Ac t does these things: 

Places a ceiling on overal l expenditures, with a sub -ceiling 
on br oadcast expenditures (whole budget can be spent on any 
o t her medium). 

Gi ves lowest unit rate 11 for the same class and amount of time 
for the same period" to any legally qualified candidate for 
any federal, state or local office during a 45=day period 
before a primary election and a 60-day period before a 
general election. (emphasis supplied) 

Forbids station to sell time for or on behalf of federal 
candidates without written certification from the candidate 
or his authorized representative that the time purchase does 
not violate the limitations on expenditures provided in the 
Act . 

Provides that a station's license may be revoked for willful 
or repeated failure to 11 allow reasonable access to or permit 
purchase of reasonabl e amounts of time for the use of a 
broadcasting stationu by federal candidates. 

The FCC has issued new guidelines based on the Act, and will mail copies to 
a ll broadcast licensees 11within the next few weeks 11 • Extra copies will be 
available at the Cormnission ' s Public Information Office. The guidelines wil l 
cover four areas: (1) definition of 11 legally qualified candidate," (2) rates to 
be charged for use of a station or cable system by candida tes, ( 3) certifi cations 
broadcast licensees or cable TV operators are required to obtain from candidat es, 
and (4) purchase of time by candidates for Federal elective office . 

The Act will create a king-sized problem for Nebraska broadcasters in the 
immediate future . With Nebraska's primary election scheduled for May 9, and with 
the ambiguous new Act effective April 7, broadcasters will have the job, among 
others, of giving reasonable access to eleven Democrat and three Republican can= 
didates for president. Six Democrats and four Repub licans are running fo r the 
U.S. Senate. There are numerous aspirant s for the House of Representatives 
nominations, and many Nebraska radio stations serve two or even three Congressional 
districts. 

GOVERNMENT SETS UP INFORMATION OFFICE IN OMAHA 

The General Services Administration of t he U.S . Government has opened an 
Information Office in Room 1202, Federal Building, 215 N. 17th Street, Omaha, to 
provide information on a wide range of government activities for the state of 
Nebraska. The new office will answer questions direct when possible, or refer t he 
ques tioner to the proper agency. Broadcasters are invited to use t he facility. 

' . 
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NBA LAUNCHES MAJOR CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST 11COUNTER-ADVERTISING 11 
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Spurred by NAB Board Chairman Dick Chapin I s admonition that "counter-adver
tising is now our number one problem, even ahead of license renewal legislation", 
the Nebraska Broadcasters Association has written all members urging them to file 
connnents in opposition to the counter-advertising proposal of the Federal Trade 
Connnission. The FTC has asked the FCC to require broadcasters to provide time 
for controversial commercials or commercials which do not spell out the negatives 
of the product or service. FTC has proposed that the time be given free if the 
applicant can not pay. 

As the Newsletter went to press, a number of copies of filings had been re
ceived by the Executive Vice President, and there was every evidence that the 
trickle will turn into a flood. 

Lincoln's Radio Station KFOR has editorialized twice on the subject. The 
latest editorial, broadcast six times on March 15 and heard by an estimated 
60,000 read: 

"Sometimes good intentions on the part of government, particularly the 
regulatory agencies in Washington, create more problems than they ever 
are intended to solve. An example of this sort of thing is a proposal 
by the Federal Trade Commission to the Federal Communications Com
mission that they allow equal time for listeners to give answers to 
paid commercials with which they may disagree. This would be called 
counter-advertising. 

11 To many this does not sound like too bad an idea but there are many 
pitfalls. Broadcasters would be required to give away the only com
modity they have to sell and that's time. And since the amount of time 
available for sale is already limited by the FCC, there would be less 
time left to sell and many stations might have to stop operating or cut 
costs by providing a less service. 

"Advertisers would be so frustrated that they would find other media in 
which to advertise. The entertainment and information you are now re
ceiving free on radio and television, made possible by advertising 
dollars, may no longer b·e available. The economic impact on broad
casting and many other industries would cause losses of jobs at a time 
when we are concerned about unemployment. 

"Incidentally, those who ask for and receive free time to dispute a 
commercial, would not have to prove any of the counter claims they made. 

"All of this indicates that the best solution is to use existing laws 
and regulations which give the Federal Trade Connnission power to act on 
false advertising without making any new laws and regulations. 

"This Editorial represents the opinion of the KFOR Management." 



NEWSLETTER 

BROADCASTERS ARE SUBJECT TO FEDERAL 
SAFETY-HEALTH ACT ( "OSHA 11 ) 
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The executive vice pres i dent has been asked whether broadcaster s are subject 
to t he Williams- Steiger Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970. The answer 
is yes---- 110SHA 11 applies t o " every employer engaged in a business affecting 
commerce who has employees" . The Act became effective April 28, 1971. 

Employers are required t o display a poster and t o mainta in records on work
related deat hs, injuries and illnesses. 

The Act provides for mandatory penalties of up t o $1, 000 for each ser i ous 
violation and f or optional penalties of up t o $1,000 for each non-serious 
violation. There are a l so criminal penalties. 

Broadcast ers wanting the record-keeping forms, poster or detailed informa 
tion should write t o Joseph Rei dinger, Regional Admini strator , Occupationa l Safety 
and Health Administration, U. S . Department of Labor , 1906 Federal Bui lding, 
911 Walnut, Kansas City, Mo . 64106 . Ano ther source i s the Nationa l Assoc i a tion of 
Br oadcaster s , Broadcast Management Department, Ron W. Irion, director, 1771 N St., 
N.W., Washington, D. C. 20036 . 

GOVERNOR EXON BACKS LICENSE RENEWAL BILL 

Responding t o a letter from Roger Larson, president of NBA, Governor J . J ames 
Exon has promi sed 11 mo r e than lip service" support of HR 12018, the bill introduced 
by Repr esentat ive Broyhi ll t o stabilize broadcas t renewal pr ocedures . The Governor 
wrote Pres i dent Roger: 

11You and your assoc i at i on have the complete backing and support of 
t his office on H.R. 12018, that I understand has been introduced 
in Congress by Congressman Broyhil l. 

11 We wish t o gi ve you more than 1lip service ' support. If we can 
be of hel p in test imony in Washington, or the writing of letters 
to any o f our friends in the Capitol, we would be most pl eased 
to do so . 11 

UNL BOOK ON •7 2 GRADS SENT TO BROADCASTERS 

The University of Nebraska-Lincoln School of Journali sm has published it s 
1972 placement infor mation booklet, with data on a ll 1972 prospective graduates 
in the news-editorial, advert i s i ng and broadcasting sequences . The bookl et was 
prepared under the direction of Neal e Coppl e , di rect or, School of Journalism, and 
copies have been sent t o all members of NBA. Jack Botts is placement director of 
the School of Journal i sm. His phone number: (402) 472-3047. 

NBA MEMBERSHIP 

The Nebraska Broadcasters Associat ion has shown growth i n bo t h the active and 
the associ ate membership classifications. NBA had 46 active members in March com
pared with 38 a year ago. There are 36 associates on the rolls, compared with 25 ~ 
last year . Bud Pentz is chairman of the membership committee and Russ Gast is the 
board member of the committee. 
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CATV POT I S BOILING IN OMAHA, 
COUNCIL BLUFFS AND FREMONT 
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With the new FCC rules scheduled t o be effective March 31, 1972, activity on 
CATV in the Greater Omaha area is mounting. The Council Bluffs, Iowa, city 
council has adopted a CATV ordinance, and has received three applications. Under 
Iowa l aw, a vote of the people is required. The franchise will, it is expected, 
be on the ballot in either a s pecia l or a regular election this year. 

I n Omaha, where t her e are six applicants, the city charter a lso requires a 
vote of the people for the grant of a franchise. 

Acting under authority granted by the Legislature in a 1970 law, t he 
Douglas County board appr oved a permit for cable television in t he unincorporated 
areas of the County. The permit was issued Oct. 5, 1971, but the permittee has 
not started construction. The Douglas County board will hold CATV hearings 
March 29- 30. 

If any franchises are activated in the Greater Omaha Area , it is anticipated 
t hat under the new rules independent s t ations from Kansas City and the Twin Cities 
can be imported. 

A recent Omaha Press Club forum was devoted t o a panel discussion of CATV . 
Broadcasters Frank Scott and Paul Borge were panelists. On Feb . 22 the Omaha Ad
vertising Club program was a debate on cable. Upholding t he 11 con11 side was 
William Carlisle, vic e president for television, National As sociation of Broad
casters. 

The city of Fremont has received CATV applications from three groups. 

FCC OKAYS ASSIGNMENT , KBRL LICENSE 

The FCC Broadcast Bureau has approved the assignment of the license of KBRL, 
McCook, from LeRoy W. Lenwell and associates , to Edwin S. Towle, III, of 
Falls City, Nebraska . The consideration was $155,000 . 

Mr. Towl e is president of Southeast Nebraska Broadcasting Co., applicant for 
the license of KTNC-AM, Falls City. He is also president of the Southeas t 
Nebraska Telephone Co., Towle Realty Co., and General Loan Corp., and chairman of 
the board of the First Nat iona l Bank of Falls City. 

Roy Lenwell owned KBRL for t wenty- five years . He is a past president of t he 
Nebraska Broadcasters Association. 

BROADCASTERS URGED TO STUDY PLIGHT OF INDIANS 

A veteran Nebraska broadcaster has written the executive vice president sug
gesting that Nebraska stations should give more considera tion to the Indian minori t y 
group in programming and employment practices , especially where there are reserva
tions or s i gnificant Indian population gr oups nearby. He pointed to the founding of 
t he National American Indian Council in an Omaha meeting, and t o Indian demonstra= 
tions in Gordon, Nebr., and on t he Pine Ridge r eservation across the line in South 
Dakota. 

And , our correspondent added, it i s only 18 month s until Nebr askans will be 
working on their l icense renewal appl i cations! 
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CONGRESS RECESSES FOR EASTER: TIME FOR TALKS ! 

The Uni ted States Senate will recess for Easter from March 30 t o April 5, 
and the Ho use of Representatives from March 29 to Apr il 10. This wi ll afford 
NBA member s an excellent opportunity to visit with their representatives in 
Congress for the purpose of tendering their co-operation and di scussing industry 
problems. Foremost among the industry pr ob l ems should be license renewal s and 
the Federal Trade Commi ss i on counter-advertising proposal. 

NBA plans to meet with the nominees of t he t wo parties aft er the primary 
elections in May, with a t l east one sess ion in each Congress i onal district. 
Meantime, association officers urge members to get better acquaint ed with their 
Senators and Representatives . 

UNL PUBLISHES PRONUNCIATION GUIDE 

The Uni versi t y of Nebraska at Lincoln has published a new edit i on of its 
Pronunciation Guide to Nebraska Pl ace Names , according t o Larry Walklin, genera l 
manager of KRNU Radio and associate professor of broadcasting. 

The previous edition was published in 1953 and has been out of print for 
several years. The 1972 edition is the result of a co-operative project wh i ch 
invo l ved members of the Nebr aska Broadcasters Association, the Radio-Television 
News Directors Assoc i ation and Nea l e Coppl e, Pete Mayeux and Wa l klin of t he 
Universi t y faculty . Copies have been sent to a ll NBA members. 

KLNG, WJAG AND KRNU WIN NEWS AWARDS 

Omaha ' s al l ~news radio s t ation, KLNG, has won two awards in recent months. 
The s tation won first place in radio news coverage at the 24t h annual meeting of 
the Northwest Broadcast News Assoc i ation in Mi nneapolis . At the same meeting 
KRNU, Lincoln, won honorable mention in t he radio news documentary divi s i on for 
a report on rura l health. 

From a Phoenix meeting came word that KLNG was one of t he four top award 
winners in the Associated Press Broadcas t Association national compet ition for 
1971. The s tation was cited for it s contribution of 1,797 actualities and 315 
stori es to t he AP in Nebraska during 1971. 

Al so cited in Phoenix was WJAG, Norfolk, for providing a tip on t he slaying 
of the Oshkosh, Nebr., chief of police. 

CATV CROSSED 5,000 , 000 MARK: FCC 

Releasing dat a compiled from the first annua l report of cable television 
sys tems, the FCC announced that as of Jan . 1, 1971, t here were , 5,008,580 sub
scribers in the 4,017 communities served by CATV . 

FCC said t here were 50 communities with 10,000 or more cable subscrib ers on 
Jan. 1, 1971 . 149 communities had between 5, 000 and 10,000 connections. 
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STATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CENTER MOVE-IN 
TO BE COMPLETED MAY 1 
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May 1 is the target date of the Nebraska Educational Television network for 
total occupancy of the new six story Nebraska Educational Teleco=unications 
Center at 1800 N. 33d Street, Lincoln, on the U of N East Campus, according to 
an announcement by Jack McBride, general manager of the network. Dedication 
ceremonies are planned for June. 

Nine occupants, moving from as many locations in Lincoln, will be housed in 
the new building. Among them are the NET network, the University of Nebraska 
television department, the Nebraska Council for Educational Television, the 
Nebr aska Educational Television Council for Higher Education, and the developing 
telecommunica tions bureau of the State Department of Administrative Services, 
linking the 93 county seats. 

Among the building's occupants is the Great Plains National Instructional 
Television Library, said to be the world's largest distributor of video-tape 
recorded instruction and r eportedly self- supporting. The Library uses fifteen 
videotape units. 

Authorized by the 1969 Legislature, the building belongs to the city of 
Lincoln, having been financed by the city with 20-year revenue bonds, issued 
under a contract with the Nebraska ETV Commission. Cost was $3 million for the 
building and $400 ,000 for equipment and fixtures. Additionally there were 
$2 million federal and other equipment grants. 

Said General Manager McBride: 11The building provides another first for 
Nebraska. It is the first in the nation incorporating a total concept of tele
coimllunications and education under one roof". 
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FCC CRACKS DOWN 

The FCC has apparently taken a firmer stance in ruling on complaints against 
and al l eged violations by licensees. In recent months the Commission: 

••••• Directed a Pennsy l vania station to show cause why its lic ense should 
not be revoked , or, in the alternative, whether a forfeiture of up to $10 , 000 
should be issued. Allegations: fraudulent billing, preferential rates to a 
business owned by a stockholder of the licensee and use of the facilities to 
gain a competi tive advantage in outside enterprises • 

••••• Notified a Detroit station of apparent liability for forfeiture of 
$1,000 for its handling of a personal attack situation. Charges : dilatoriness 
in notifying the victim and giving him a r easonab l e opportunity to respond • 

••••• Rescinded licenses of Alabama Educational Televi sion Commi ss i on and 
set them for hearing. The issues are racial discrimina tion in programming and 
employment. There are nine stat i ons in the network • 

••••• Gave a short term license to a California licensee and levi ed a for
feiture of $5,000 for violations of the time brokerage rule • 

••••• Gave a California licensee notice of apparent liability for forfeiture 
of $2,000 by failing to log sponsorship identification announcements, the name 
of the persons who paid for the announcements and their duration. The al l eged 
violations were in connection with a pop music concert • 

••••• Warned broadcasters aga i nst unauthorized use or divulgence of Federal 
Aviation Administration air-ground communications, in violation of Sec . 605 • 

••••• Notified a Nevada television licensee of apparent liability of $10,000 
fraudulent billing practices and clipping network to insert local commerc i al 
material. 

It mi ght be an opportune time for al l licensees to re-read the rules and check 
out their procedures. 

NEW NAMES ON NAB DOORS 

The National Association of Broadcasters has made major staff changes: 

1) Grover Cobb, ex=Kansan, i s executive vice president for government 
relations succeeding Paul Comstock, resigned. 

2) Charles T. Jones, Jr., of New Mexico, is director of the new Radio 
Information Office. 

3) Louise Knight has been promot ed t o assistant general counsel. 

When the News letter went to press no successor to Grover Cobb had been an
nounced. He was formerly executive vice president for station relations. 
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BITS ABOUT BROADCASTERS 

Bob Schnuelle, Operations Manager of KGIN°TV, Grand Island, was master of 
ceremonies at the GI Chamber of Commerce annual meeting March 9, with Art 
Linkletter as the featured speaker. KOLN-TV/KGIN-TV televised the meeting live. 
Linkletter also participated in an afternoon question-and-answer session on 
drugs. The session was televised live and KGIN-TV made videotapes available for 
school use •••••• Richard T. Mittauer, former WOW newsman, has been named director 
of information for the National Aeronautics and Space Administration •••••••••••• 
Michael 11 Mike11 Byrne is the new director of public relations and information, 
Creighton University, Omaha. He was formerly promotion director of the Meredith 
radio stations, ahd served a term on the NBA board •••••• Martin Brown, formerly 
news director of KAMI, Cozad, died of burns received in a fire in his home •••••• 
Bob Taylor, news director, KOLN-TV, Lincoln, was made an honorary Lincoln fire
man for his part in saving the lives of three girls who fell through the ice on 
a skating pond •••••• Roger Bailey, one~time general manager of KRGI, Grand Island, 
is the new assistant manager of the Grand Island Chamber of Commerce •••••• 1,800 
attended the annual Omaha Press Club Ball Feb. 12. Broadcaster Frank Scott, KLNG, 
passed the president's gavel on to Broadcaster Terry Forsberg, KM'rV •••••• Jim 
McGaffin of WOW-TV testified before the Legislature's Miscellaneous Subjects 
Committee in favor of LB 1371, the newsmen's privilege bill. Frank Scott, KLNG, 
and Mark Gautier, KM'rV, accompanied Jim and were introduced. The bill is 
sponsored by Senator .Duke Snyder, Omaha, former KM'rV newsman •••••• New hostess of 
the KOLN-TV/KGIN-TV program 11 Woman 1 s World" is Beatrice 11 Mike11 (Mrs. Joe R.) 
Seacrest •••••• Steve Shepard has been named president of the St ar Stations KISN, 
Vancouver, Wash. He was formerly vice president and general manager. Shepard was 
manager of KOIL, Omaha •••••• Bob Thomas, vice president and general manager of 
WJAG AM-FM, was elected a member of the 
National Association of Broadcasters 
board of directors, representing 
District 10, Nebraska, Iowa and Missouri. 
He takes office April 12 •••••• When KOLN-TV 
observed its 19th anniversary Feb. 18, ten 
staffers found they would be observing 
their 19th also this year. The veterans: 
Joe Kinney, Bob Taylor, Ray Taylor, Harold 
Cook, Jake Korinek, Willard Peterson, Mel 
Carr, Jan Roth, Don Wright & Eli Moden~in 
•• o•••Frank Scott, vp and gm of KLNG, Omaha, 
went to Israel in February with a party of 
newsmen. He phoned back daily feeds and did 
a program round-up when he returned •••••• 
WOW-TV set a new record for money-raising in 
its annual Heart Fund Auction. Proceeds 
were $14,500 ••• 

SCOTT TO WASHINGTON MEET 

Bob Thomas 
WJAG AM-FM 

President-elect Frank Scott will represent NBA at the annual meeting of state 
broadcasting association officers sponsored by the National Assoc i ation of Broad
caste:s, in Washington, D. C., May 1-3. The state leaders will b e briefed on leg
islative and .regulatory matters affecting broadcasting, and meet FCC and other 
government officials o High on the agenda will be the FTC counter~advertis ing pro~ 
posal and license renewal legislation. 
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NBA BOARD MAY MEET WITH ETV COMMISSION 

At its board meeting in Lincoln March 11, the NBA board of directors vo ted to 
invite members of the Nebraska Educationa l Television Commission t o a joint 
meeting for a discussion of connnon interes t s. NBA i s on record i n opposition t o 
ETV programming hard news, editorializing, play=by=pl ay spor t s and motion picture 
film 11 clas s ics 11 • On t he other hand NBA supports instructional television, in
cluding high schoo l and college courses f or credit. 

MOTOR VEHI CLE AD BILL ADVANCES 

The Unicameral has given preliminary approval to LB 1335, introduced by Sena
t or John Savage of Omaha, to put the liability for false advertising so lely on 
motor vehicle dealers. A bill passed in the 197 1 sess i on made t he medi a jointly 
liable. LB 1335 was advanced on first rea ding by a 28 to O vo t e. Working closely 
with Nebraska daily newspapers, President Roger La r son testified for LB 1335 and 
organized a campaign on its behalf. 

EMPLOYMENT CORNER 

Robert Edward Morrell, Apt. 212, 305 W. 39 St., Austin, Tex., (512) 453-6444: May 
1972 graduate, Univ. of Tex., major in broadcast ing, wit h ten courses; minor in 
speech. Career objective: radio or TV, product i on or sal es. Will l ocat e anywhe r e . 
2 years military, I V- A status. 26 years o ld, s ing l e. FCC third c l ass r adio-phone . 
Write or call direct. 

Alban Hatzell, Lakin, Kans., 67860 , (316) 355=6487. Age, 50 . Background, primarily 
engineering, first tel ephone . Two years broadcast experience; 18 years related ex
perience in audio/video, cable, sa l es, bookkeeping, micro=wave, mobile units . 
Managed own business . Wants locate centr a l or western Nebr . Call or write direct. 

Ben A. Roth, 2019 W. 71 St., Prairie Vi llage, Kans . , 66208, (913) 362- 8674. Jan. 
1972 graduate, KSU, concentration, journalism and broadcasting. Worked as newsman, 
college FM station , a lso lab work a t WIBW- TV, Topeka. Greates t interest sport s , 
but will take anyt hing he i s qualified for in broadcasting. Married, one daught er. 
Age, 21. 

Doug Shupe, Rural Route 3, Wood River, Nebr. 68883 , (308) 583-2194. Age~ 23, veteran, 
single. Will receive a two-year diploma in radio broadcasting in May, 1972. 3r d 
class endorsement with experi ence in announcing, copywriting, sports. Call or write 
direct. 

Kathy Chambers, 201 s. 15 St., Wymore, Nebr., 68466 , (402) 645- 3721 . 23 year s old, 
s ing l e; one year Kearney State Col l ege, one semester a t Pershing, 12 weeks E-I =T, 
Detroit. Has 3rd class license. No actual on the job experience but has written 
connnercials as part of class assignments and worked at broadcasting board . Cal l or 
write direct. 

Tom Bauer, 371 Cherr y Lane, Seward , Nebr. 68434 , (402) 643-6041 . 21 years o l d, 
s ing le, draft 4-A. Seward HS graduate, 3 years Army . Attended Mi l waukee school 
broadcasting. Goal: anything in broadcasting, Call or write direct. 


