
THE POWER OF PUBLIC IMAGINATION:  
PLANNING CANADA’S SESQUICENTENNIAL

  REPORT OF THE 
150!CANADA  
CONFERENCE
NATIONAL ARTS 
CENTRE, OTTAWA



1Report on the 150!Canada Conference

CANADA HAS A VERY 
IMPORTANT ANNIVERSARY 
COMING UP. IT’S TIME TO 
GET READY.
Canada will celebrate its Sesquicentennial, the 150th anniversary of Confeder-
ation, in 2017. That sounds likes a long ways off, but big events take a lot of 
work and a lot of planning. The time to start preparing for 2017 is now.

The Institute of Public Administration of Canada (IPAC) and MASS LBP 
decided that it was time to get moving. Working in partnership, they con-
vened the 150!Canada Conference. On March 11, 2010, 300 delegates assem-
bled at the National Arts Centre in Ottawa. Public servants, business and 
community leaders, academics and artists gathered to hear presentations 
from twenty-seven eminent Canadians. Each talked about the country’s his-
tory and future, as well as their ideas for celebrating in 2017. The next day, 
the delegates returned to the National Arts Centre to join the conversation. 
They rolled up their sleeves and began crafting ideas for creating the next 
great year in Canadian history.



2Report on the 150!Canada Conference

Tuktoyaktuk to Edmonton, the Centennial 
was a chance for Canadians to express them-
selves in whichever ways suited them best. 
!e Centennial Commission resisted the 

temptation to dictate an overarching theme or 
to impose any one interpretation of the coun-
try’s past or future. What connected so many 
disparate events and ideas was a shared deter-
mination that the Centennial was Canada’s 
year for learning and discovery. 
!is focus on learning began with Freda  

Waldon and Roby Kidd, and it proved to be 
an important factor behind the Centennial’s 
success. Citizens across Canada set out to learn 
more about themselves, their neighbours and 
the country, setting aside historical differenc-
es and anxieties and striving towards a deeper 
knowledge and appreciation for one another.

The Centennial encouraged  
Canadians to ask four big questions: 
Who are we? Where are we? Where 
are we going? And how will we 
get there? Public discussion about 
these concerns became part of our 
cultural repertoire, and they may  
be chief among the Centennial’s 
many legacies.

Despite its outsized influence, there are few 
histories written about Canada’s Centennial 
year — and none about its 125th celebrations in 
1992.  !at is why we were pleased to discover 
Helen Davies’ dissertation which is essential 
reading for anyone interested in better under-
standing the story behind the Centennial. On 
the occasion of the 150!Canada Conference, we 
published her book as, !e Politics of Participa-
tion: Learning from Canada’s Centennial Year. A 
pdf version can be obtained here:  
www.masslbp.com/150book

!ough we can learn a lot from the experi-
ence of the Centennial, our focus for our next 
important anniversary should be on the future. 
!e Sesquicentennial shouldn’t be about nos-
talgia. Several new generations have come 
of age and since 1967 fully one third of the 

Canada celebrated major anniversaries in 1967 
and 1992. Inevitably, there will be compari-
sons to both years as we start to look forward 
to our Sesquicentennial in 2017. 

In 1967, virtually every Canadian caught 
Centennial fever. Millions participated in 
thousands of Centennial projects and events 
in communities across the country. An unprec-
edented surge of enthusiasm, creativity, and 
energy swept the nation. On so many lev-
els, the Centennial marked a period of reju-
venation and renewal in Canada. Looking 
back one hundred years, we reflected on our 
achievements and our growth as a nation and 
we looked ahead to a future of prosperity and 
greatness. We set a bold course and worked to 
realize a vision of ourselves as a modern, for-
ward-looking nation.

What made the Centennial such a great suc-
cess? Importantly, it was a grassroots move-
ment that grew. Citizens led the way, not 
government. Many of the programs and ideas 
that came to define 1967 emerged from the 

Centennial conference and voluntary council 
organized by Freda Waldon and Roby Kidd — 
nearly ten years before. No one asked them to 
do it and no one gave them permission. !e 
organic way in which the Centennial evolved 
continues to stand as an example of how 
much citizens and government can accom-
plish when they work together.

Governments, corporations and community 
organizations used the Centennial as a spring-
board to create legacies for Canada. Major 
infrastructure projects and travelling cultural 
programs connected Canadians and fuelled 
a sense of excitement. While we were in the 
midst of building new national institutions– 
the National Arts Centre and the National 
Library among them – Expo67 and the Pan-
American Games gave us the chance to wel-
come the world. By 1968, no one doubted that 
Canadians knew how to throw a party.

Whether you decided to knit a Centenni-
al toque for every Member of Parliament or 
embark on a solo dogsled journey from  

country has been born abroad. !is is a new 
Canada. !e Sesquicentennial allows today’s 
citizens to reaffirm and renew their vision for 
the country. !ough the word “Sesquicenten-
nial” might sound awkward, we think it could 
inspire the nation. 

On the other hand, maybe so much has 
changed that we should get a couple of  
questions out of the way before we set out  
on the road to 2017. First, are today’s Cana-
dians really willing to celebrate their country 
with the vigour and passion of the Canadians 
of 1967? Perhaps the astonishing outpouring 
of national pride for the  
Vancouver Olympics suggests one answer. Sec-
ondly, do we have the political energy and col-
lective sense of purpose needed to imagine 
a successful national celebration — and then 
work to make it happen? We hope that the 
success of the 150!Canada Conference is a good 
indication that we do and we will. 
!e 150!Canada Conference was a great con-

versation that ignited the Sesquicentennial 
spirit. Our delegates have taken that spir-
it back to government offices, boardrooms, 
community centres, and schools all across the 
country. Many good ideas came out of these 
two incredible days, and we’ve captured them 
here as a starting point for your own discus-
sions. We hope that this report will be useful 
to all Canadians as we begin to imagine and 
plan our next great year.
!e race to 2017 has begun.

!e 150!Canada  
Conference meets inside  
the National Arts Centre’s  
Studio !eatre

Gabriel Sékaly 
CEO, IPAC

Peter MacLeod
Principal, MASS LBP

WHAT ARE YOU PLANNING 
FOR CANADA’S 150TH?
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On the first day, twenty-seven dis-
tinguished speakers from across 
Canada made their case for how we 
should mark the Sesquicentennial. 
They each shared their perspectives 
on the lessons we can draw from the 
past, the defining issues of today, and 
how we can build 2017 into a land-
mark year for Canada.

Several speakers emphasized the impor-
tance of cultural diversity. Chief Justice Bev-
erley McLachlin shared her conviction that 
recognizing diversity remains essential to the 
Canadian justice system. !omas Jenkins, 
Chairman and Chief Strategy Officer of  
Open Text Corporation encouraged delegates 
to view Canada’s diversity as source of strength 
and global competitiveness.

Other speakers talked about the importance 
of addressing historic wrongs. Peter Dinsdale, 
Executive Director of the National Association 
of Friendship Centres, challenged delegates 
to work towards the recognition of Aboriginal 
nations as first order governments in 2017. To 
mark the Sesquicentennial, Senator Roméo 
Dallaire proposed the installation of a replica 
of a statue from the Vimy Ridge Memorial near 
Parliament Hill.

Speakers also talked about what makes a 

successful national celebration. Author Roch 
Carrier recalled that the Centennial inspired 
Canadians to try things that had never been 
done before. He challenged us to let our imag-
inations guide us in 2017. Peter Aykroyd, who 
was instrumental in organizing the  
Centennial, explained that anniversaries 
should be fun, and should balance dignity 
with strong emotions. Luci Tremblay, who 
helped to organize Quebec’s 400th anniversa-
ry celebration, talked about the importance of 
clear, credible, and transparent leadership.

On the next page, we suggest six themes 
common to many of their talks.

 

PUBLIC IMAGINATION
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Diversity is our pride, our character, and our 
strength. Just as there are many ways to expe-
rience being a Canadian, there are many ways 
to celebrate Canada. !e Sesquicentennial 
is an opportunity to share these experiences 
and build bridges between different cultures 
and communities.

Big ideas build a lasting legacy.  In 1967 Can-
ada constructed over 2,000 arenas, stadiums 
and cultural centres, as well as many new 
social and cultural programs: fi3y years later 
they represent a legacy that continues to shape 
the country. In 2017, we should revitalize this 
legacy, and invest in new legacies that support 
our development.

Rekindle our public imagination. !e Centen-
nial provided Canadians with a reason to think 
big. Together they worked to realize their 
vision. !e Sesquicentennial is no different. 
It’s time for Canadians to think big again — to 
celebrate their country, learn from the past and 
imagine the future. 

Demography is destiny. Geography shaped 
Canada’s first one hundred years. But since 
1967, our destiny has been defined by several 
waves of demographic change. !e migration 
of new people, the aging of our population, 
the shi3 from rural to urban centres: each 
redefines our sense of Canada and its place in 
the world.

Create a better, fairer society. Even at 150 
years, the Canadian project is not complete. 
Pressing social, environmental, and historic 
failings demand our attention. !e Sesquicen-
tennial provides an occasion to address these 
challenges with new clarity and resolve.

The Sesquicentennial should be shared by all. 
National celebrations should inspire us to 
come together. By encouraging partnerships, 
emphasizing inclusiveness, and offering many 
different ways to become involved, the Sesqui-
centennial can be a source of new friendships 
and understanding.

We are grateful to all of our speak-
ers for inspiring us and challenging 
us to think big. Here, we can barely 
touch upon the wealth of ideas they 
each packed into their ten minutes, 
but videos of their talks are available 
on the 150!Canada website: 
www.ipac.ca/150

On citizenship and celebration
!e Right Honourable Beverley McLachlin, P.C. 
Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Canada
Canada is remarkable for its commitment to 
justice and good government, while promot-
ing diversity and accommodating difference.

On arts and athleticism
Dr. Bruce Kidd, O.C. 
Dean, Faculty of Physical Education,  
University of Toronto
!e Sesquicentennial should be an oppor-
tunity to showcase the best of Canada, from 
our athletes and artists alike.

On learning from the Centennial
Dr. Helen Davies 
Director, Agency Renewal, Parks Canada; 
Author of “!e Politics of Participation: Learn-
ing from Canada’s Centennial Year”
Government contributed to the success of 
1967 by creating the space for dialogue and 
encouraging community participation. 

On the anniversary compulsion
Mr. Peter Aykroyd 
Former Director Public Relations, Canadian 
Centennial Commission;
Author of “!e Anniversary Compulsion”
Anniversaries help us to understand our 
evolution as a people. !ey reaffirm our col-
lective identity, providing comfort and a 
sense of encouragement as we make our way.

On new Canadian stories
Dr. Rita Cox, O.C.
Storyteller, educator, and community organizer
!e Caribbean community in Toronto 
staged the first Caribana parade in 1967, to 
introduce Caribbean culture to Canada. 
Today, Caribana is the world’s second larg-
est Caribbean festival and an important 
Canadian event.

On our past and future
Dr. Roch Carrier, O.C. 
Playwright and author of “Le chandail de  
hockey/!e Hockey Sweater” (among many  
other works)

In 1967 we let our imaginations guide us. 
If someone said today that they wanted to 
build an island in the St. Lawrence, we 
would think they were crazy. And in 1967 it 
was. But we did it anyway. 

On symbolizing the state
Ms. Jeannette Hanna 
Founder, Trajectory Co.; Co-author, “Ikonica: A 
Fieldguide to Canada’s Brandscape” 
During the Centennial era, Canada adopt-
ed new national symbols, including the flag, 
that reflected the changing character of the 
country. We should use the Sesquicentenni-
al as an opportunity to create new symbols 
that are grounded in what makes us distinc-
tive: our humanism and our humour.

Peter Aykroyd,  
author of “!e Anniversary 
Compulsion”

Lieutenant-General (ret.) 
!e Honourable Roméo A. 
Dallaire, O.C., C.M.M., 
G.O.Q., M.S.C., C.D.,  
Senator

 COMMON THEMES



On energizing the arts
Mr. Jeff Melanson 
Co-CEO, National Ballet School of Canada

With art, we tell our stories, share our expe-
riences and challenges, and enrich our lives. 
Let’s use the Sesquicentennial to create a 
“Participaction” program for the arts, so 
that Canadians are encouraged to partici-
pate in the arts, not just appreciate them.

On literacy, memory and democracy
Dr. Daniel J. Caron 
Librarian and Archivist of Canada
We use historic artifacts and documents to 
understand who we are and where we come 
from. !ey are the basis for our public mem-
ory. New technologies give us better ways to 
capture and share Canadian histories.

On Australia at 100
His Excellency Mr. Justin Brown 
High Commissioner for Australia
Australia’s Centennial year encouraged both 
celebration and public debate. Australia’s 
relationship with its Aboriginal population 
was an important theme, and organizers 
encouraged citizens to explore the country 
by hosting national events outside of major 
city centres. 

On Mexico’s bicentennial
His Excellency Mr. Francisco J. Barrio-Terrazas 
Ambassador for Mexico
Mexico was born of a revolution. Its Cen-
tennial was marked by a civil war. As it cel-
ebrates its Bicentennial, Mexico is in the 
midst of a national conversation to promote 
dialogue and peace.

On celebrating Quebec’s 400th 
Ms. Luci Tremblay 
Director of Communication, Société du  
400e de Québec
Successful public celebrations need strong, 
credible, and transparent leadership. You 
need talented and creative experts who can 
stage complex events — and all of this takes 
years of careful planning. Keep the pub-
lic informed and work with them to build a 
sense of momentum.

On staging spectacle
Mr. Pierre Boileau 
Producer, Paris/Québec
Producing a national spectacle takes imagi-
nation, a sense of history and an appreciation 
for your audience. Public celebrations should 
be above politics. !is is about everyone and 
appreciating the different ways we can under-
stand this country.

On Canada as a global nation
Mr. !omas Jenkins 
Executive Chairman and Chief Strategy Officer, 
Open Text Corporation
Canada is a global nation, not just cultural-
ly but economically as well. We must recog-
nize our diversity as a competitive asset and 
nurture an environment conducive to great-
er productivity and innovation.

On looking north
Ms. Mary Simon, O.C. 
President, Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami
!e north will play a vital role in Canada’s 
future development, and its people must be 
full equals in Canadian society.

On demographics and democracy
Prof. Sujit Choudhry 
Associate Dean and Scholl Chair at the Faculty of 
Law, University of Toronto
Canada is in the midst of a dramatic demo-
graphic shi3. By 2037, 80% of Canadians 
will live in cities. It’s time to elevate the 
stature of Canada’s cities by sharing more 
economic and political power with our 
largest municipalities.

On energizing the next generation
Ms. Nicole Sanscartier 
Student, St. Francis Xavier University 
Exchange programs are one of the best ways 
for young Canadians to get to know their 
country and connect with Canadians from 
other regions. More young Canadians should 
have the opportunity to see their country. 

On the business of nation-building
Ms. Barbara Stymiest 
Group Head of Strategy, Treasury and Corporate 
Services, Royal Bank of Canada
Canada’s largest corporations have a long 
tradition of investing in this country and 
are important partners who can help lead 
the way to 2017. !ey are committed to 
working with all sectors to make the Sesqui-
centennial an important year for Canadians.

On taking risks
Mr. Peter Herrndorf, O.C. 
President and CEO, National Arts Centre
!e Centennial inspired creativity, and new 
cultural investments like the National Arts 

Centre. As we reach our next anniversary, 
we should have the courage to take new cre-
ative risks and invest in the institutions that 
add colour to Canadian life.

On Canadians’ view of the Sesquicentennial
Dr. Keith Neuman 
Group Vice President, Environics  
Research Group 
!e 150!Canada poll shows that most 
Canadians – especially new Canadians 
– think that our 150th anniversary is an 
important national event that deserves to 
be celebrated. Canadians are ready to vol-
unteer and want to participate. !ey expect 
government, business and community orga-
nizations to provide leadership.

On connecting with communities
Ms. Monica Patten 
President and CEO, Community Foundations  
of Canada
Strong communities are essential to our 
well-being. Major anniversaries give us an 
occasion to create new connections that 
increase our sense of belonging and cohe-
sion. !e Sesquicentennial is an opportuni-
ty for citizens to become active and engaged. 

On growing economic inequality
Dr. Jordan B. Peterson 
Department of Psychology, University of Toronto
!e income gap in Canada is growing faster 
than in any other OECD country. Inequality 
hurts everyone and we should set 2017 as a 
deadline for changing course.

Barbara Stymiest,  
Royal Bank of Canada

Jowi Taylor, 
Six String Nation
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On citizens leading the way
Mr. Danny Graham, Q.C. 
Chief Negotiator in Aboriginal rights for the 
province of Nova Scotia and consultant, 
 McInnis Cooper

When we celebrate together, we speak from 
our hearts. The Sesquicentennial gives 
everyone a reason to share their voice and 
become a part of public discussions. This 
alone is an important legacy.

On Canada’s ecological future
Dr. Marlo Raynolds 
Executive Director, Pembina Institute 
We must cherish and protect our natural 
environment and make sustainability 
 an important part of our heritage.

On the role of the public service
Ms. Cecilia Lei and Ms. Anne-Marie Chapman 
Participants, Canada@150 program of the  
federal public service
Powerful social and technological trends are 
reshaping Canada — changing what Cana-
dians want and need from government. !e 
public service needs to look ahead and be 
prepared to meet these new challenges.

On Canada’s Aboriginal past, present  
and future

Mr. Peter Dinsdale 
Executive Director, National Association  
of Friendship Centres
Until Confederation, the Crown regarded 
North America’s Aboriginals as sovereign 
nations. A3er 1867, they became subject 
nations and later, subject peoples. !e Ses-
quicentennial is an opportunity to cre-
ate a new relationship with Canada’s First 
Nations, Métis and Inuit and restore their 
status as first order governments. 

On the Vimy Ridge memorial
Lieutenant-General (ret.) !e Honourable  
Roméo A. Dallaire, O.C., C.M.M., G.O.Q.,  
M.S.C., C.D., Senator
To honour the people who have served and 
serve in the Canadian Forces, Canada should 
commemorate the Sesquicentennial by re-
creating part of the Vimy Ridge Memorial in 
view of Parliament.

On the legacy of our stories
Mr. Harry van Bommel 
Author, adult educator and founder  
of !e Canada 150 Project
!e Canada 150 Project encourages  
Canadians to record their lives and family 
stories as a gi3 to for future generations.

On the Voyageur guitar
Mr. Jowi Taylor 
Six String Nation
Made from 64 different pieces of bone, 
wood, and metal, each with special histori-
cal significance, the Voyageur guitar is a 
modern heirloom that symbolizes our heri-
tage. We need more creative expressions of 
our heritage that Canadians can touch, play 
with, and share.

6717: An Arts Celebration
!e 150!Canada Conference might be the first 
policy event to include a free rock concert. 
Certainly, it was the first event at the vener-
able National Arts Centre where the audience 
was dancing in the aisles (or so our friends at 
the NAC tell us). 

Some of Canada’s best contemporary art-
ists including Jully Black, Rise Ashen, Radio 
Radio, Bear Witness, SAMPRADAYA Dance 
Creations, and Davide Virelles performed for 
a packed house. We invited the public to join 
our delegates to celebrate Canada’s 1967 and 
2017 anniversaries, and every ticket was taken 
in just two hours.

Ending an intense discussion about  
our country with a showcase of contemporaty 
Canadian culture — there couldn’t have been  
a more fitting way to close the first day. 
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What policies and legislation do we need to 
make 2017 a success?

What are the unifying themes that will make 
the Sesquicentennial relevant to Canadians?

How can business and non-profit organiza-
tions play a leadership role?

How can the arts create meaning and  
energize the Sesquicentennial?

What are the success factors that will make 
2017 memorable for all Canadians?

What are the principles and values we’d like 
to see organizers of 2017 activities adopt?

How can science and technology create 
meaning and energize 2017?

How can the Sesquicentennial reaffirm the 
idea of three founding peoples?

How can we use 2017 to revitalize Canadian 
democracy and participation?

!e discussion questions provided a start-
ing point for wide-ranging and intense 
conversations. Some participants created 
break-away tables to develop their ideas in 
greater detail.
!e roundtable discussions evolved over 

the course of the second day. Facilitators took 
careful notes so that delegates who joined 
their table later in the day could build on the 
ideas of earlier participants. 

Again, we noticed several recurring themes 
that cut across the many different conversa-
tions: 

The Sesquicentennial should include all  
Canadians. Sesquicentennial celebrations 
should encourage all Canadians to learn from 
one another and share their traditions. !ere 
are many different and important ways to 
celebrate Canada. However we celebrate, all 
Canadians should feel welcome.

This needs to be a global celebration. We 
are a nation of immigrants, but we’re also a 
nation of emigrants. 2.8 million Canadians 
live abroad — more than the population of 
Atlantic Canada, or the Praries. To include all 
Canadians, we need to take this celebration to 
the world.

Open channels for communication. We should 
use the Sesquicentennial to reach out to one 
another and create new ways to connect. Let’s 
promote dialogue between communities, and 
different sectors. 

Build the Canada we want. !e Sesquicenten-
nial is an occasion to celebrate our accom-
plishments, and look ahead. It’s time to start 
punching above our weight. If we’re honest 
about our challenges, we can make 2017 a cat-
alyst for change.

Start now. Our 150th anniversary excites Cana-
dians. People want to talk about the country 
and its future, but there isn’t time to waste. 
Organizers spent a decade preparing for the 
Centennial. !e time to get started is now. 

150!Canada delegates 
gather for the first of four 
brainstorming sessions on 
day two

Jennifer Gillivan, 
150!Canada delegate, 
Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation

On the second day, 300 delegates returned to 
the National Arts Centre to start a conversa-
tion about the Sesquicentennial. Each delegate 
participated in four conversations throughout 
the day. Roundtables were set up to address 
seventeen discussion questions drawn from the 
speakers’ presentations the day before. You can 
use these questions to start your own conversa-
tions about Canada’s Sesquicentennial.

Discussion Questions: 
How should we celebrate Canada Day?

How can we take this celebration to  
the world?

What major events can we create to mark  
this milestone?

How will different levels of government  
work together?

What are the infrastructure legacies we  
want to build?

How will citizens become engaged and exer-
cise ownership for this celebration?

What are the attributes of a strong Sesqui-
centennial brand?

 

SESQUICENTENNIAL IDEAS
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At the end of the day, delegates 
returned for a final plenary session. 
Each discussion group shared their 
best ideas: 

How should we celebrate Canada Day?

• Canada Day should be the centrepiece in a 
yearlong program of events. It should be a 
spectacle to remember.

• Stage massive activities the whole country 
can do simultaneously. 

• Use the internet and large outdoor screens 
to live-stream events across the country  
so that Canadians can share their local  
celebrations. 

• Create a Canada Day 150 website, where 
communities and organizations can post 
information, coordinate activities, recruit 
volunteers, share ideas and encourage 
friendly competitions.

• Some national events should be held out-
side major cities to highlight the regions 
and encourage travel.

How can we take this celebration  
to the world?
• Set 2017 as a target to achieve ambitious 

and internationally recognized goals. 

• Mobilize consulates and embassies to con-
nect with Canadians abroad. !e Sesqui-
centennial should be celebrated by all 
Canadians around the world.

• Create a special 2017 Team Canada comp-
rised of cultural, academic, technological, 
business and political leaders to promote 
Canada abroad. 

• Fund new Canadian Studies programs in 
foreign universities and launch a speakers’ 
tour for prominent Canadian artists, intel-
lectuals and innovators.

• Promote a Sesquicentennial ‘voluntourism’ 
initiative. Provide resources for new  
Canadians to launch initiatives in their 
countries of origin, and encourage all Cana-
dians to reach out and offer their expertise 
to the world.

What major events can we create to mark  
this milestone?
• Host a nation-wide street party along the 

Trans-Canada Highway and Trail.

• Construct a Sesquicentennial Fountain, 
filled with water from each province and ter-
ritory and carried to the Fountain by relay.

• Produce a nationally televised opening 
and closing ceremony for Canada’s Sesqui-
centennial year.

• Produce a showcase of talent and culture 
from each province to tour the country, 
allowing Canadians to our artistic heritage.

• Invite already established festivals to adopt 
a Sesquicentennial theme in 2017. 

How will different levels of government  
work together?
• Strong leadership should be enabling,  

not prescriptive and encourage local plan-
ning and initiative.

• !e federal government should fund  
national events and tours, infrastructure 
and legacy projects, and develop unifying 
themes as well as the visual identity of the 
Sesquicentennial. 

• Four founding provinces will also celebrate 
150th anniversaries, and should connect 
their celebrations with the Sesquicentennial.

• Provinces should seek to partner with the 
federal government on the creation of legacy 
projects, and initiate inter-provincial cul-
tural and public service exchanges.

• Municipalities should plan to stage local 
events, and encourage citizens to become 
involved. Local governments should ensure 
that the Sesquicentennial brand is promi-
nently displayed.

What are the infrastructure legacies we  
want to build?
• All new infrastructure projects should be 

environmentally sustainable and accessible.

• Develop an architectural style characteristic 
of the Sesquicentennial.

• Invest in major transit projects in cities.

• Revitalize urban green spaces and dedicate 
new national parks.

• Build a new home for the Museum of  
Science and Technology, and other impor-
tant cultural institutions, including City 
Museums and a National Portrait Gallery.

• Initiate a program to modernize Centennial 
and Memorial buildings.

• Hold national design competitions and 
encourage Canadians to become involved 
in identifying legacy opportunities.

Each discussion group  
was led by a MASS LBP 
facilitator; the conference’s 
famed and energetic  
“Red Shirts”

Nicole Sanscartier,  
St. Francis  
Xavier University
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How will citizens become engaged and exer-
cise ownership for this celebration?
• Build the Sesquicentennial into  

school curricula.

• Create “a million acts of democracy.”  
Use social media to help Canadians share 
their contributions. 

• Host local versions of the 150!Canada Confer-
ence in communities across the country.

• Form local planning committees to orga-
nize community celebrations. 

• Encourage dialogue where we can be forth-
right about our failings, and invite Canadi-
ans to propose solutions.

What are the attributes of a strong Sesqui-
centennial brand?
• Focus on global citizenship as an expression 

of diversity.

• Highlight the richness of Canada’s culture, 
geography, and peoples.

• Be mindful of the past and confident about 
the future.

• Have a strong international flavour.

• Share the brand by adopting a fair-use policy.

What policies and legislation do we need to 
make 2017 a success?
• Reach an intergovernmental agreement  

on the Sesquicentennial by 2012.

• Establish a independent commission 
responsible for national coordination.

• Pass a Sesquicentennial Act committing 
resources to Sesquicentennial planning.

• Identify federal and provincial ministers 
responsible for the Sesquicentennial.

• Stage extensive community consultations to 
begin planning Sesquicentennial activities.

• Examine whether tax incentives could 
encourage business to invest in Sesquicen-
tennial projects.

What are the unifying themes that will make 
the Sesquicentennial relevant to Canadians?
• Promote inclusiveness and acceptance: All 

Canadians should feel welcome at Sesqui-
centennial events. Diversity should be cel-
ebrated. 

• Invest in the future: Identify the social pro-
grams and infrastructure that will support 
the next generation of Canadians.

• Reach out to all: Create a Sesquicentennial 
that seeks to engage traditionally marginal-
ized and underrepresented communities.

• Connect and learn from each other: Use 
technology, touring exhibitions, exchang-
es and tourism to put Canadians in contact 
with one another.

• Encourage volunteerism: !e Sesquicen-
tennial should inspire active and engaged 
citizenship. Canadians should think about 
what they can do to celebrate and commem-
orate their country.

How can business and non-profit organiza-
tions play a leadership role?
• Use international networks to encourage 

Sesquicentennial celebrations abroad.

• Support should mean more than funding. 
Corporations and community organizations 
need to be part of the creative process.

• Promote and coordinate Sesquicentenni-
al planning through trade organizations, 
business improvement associations, and 
local Chambers of Commerce.

• Create cross-sector alliances to tackle com-
plex issues and legacy projects.

• Create a “Community Wishes” program to 
encourage partnerships with local business-
es and organizations.

How can the arts create meaning and ener-
gize the Sesquicentennial?
• Involve Canada’s best, most celebrated art-

ists in developing creative concepts for  
Sesquicentennial events and programs. 

• Initiate a ‘365 Days of Arts’ program that 
challenges communities to commemorate 
the Sesquicentennial by highlighting a new 
art project every day for a year.

• Launch a national dialogue on promoting 
arts in education.

• Encourage creative collaboration between 
artists, scientists, athletes and other profes-
sionals.

• Create new venues for both elite and popu-
lar artistic participation.

What are the success factors that will make 
2017 memorable for all Canadians?
• High participation rates across Canada and 

among Canadians living abroad.

• Local events that are staged in every Cana-
dian municipality.

• Individual Canadians leading their own 
personal initiatives and projects.

• Increased knowledge about Canada, its his-
tory and stories.

• Lasting projects with enduring impact.

Curtis Barlow,  
150!Canada delegate,
CEO, Institute for 
Canadian Citizenship
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150!Canada delegates meet 
in groups to discuss one of 
17 questions posed during 
day one



What are the principles and values we’d like 
to see organizers of 2017 activities adopt?
• Sustainability: Sesquicentennial projects 

should be environmentally sustainable and 
socially responsible.

• Collaboration: Citizens, community organi-
zations and different orders of government 
should work together. Partnerships will 
build stronger Sesquicentennial projects.

• Diversity: Encourage pluralism and differ-
ent views of the Canadian experience.

• Global citizenship: As a nation of both immi-
grants and emigrants, Canada’s Sesquicen-
tennial must be a truly global event. 

• Inclusivity: Event organizers should en-
sure that all communities feel welcome and 
respected.

• Equality: Promote greater equity and equal-
ity among citizens.

How can science and technology create 
meaning and energize 2017?
• Provide funding and education for commu-

nities to digitize their archives.

• Create public, interactive exhibits featuring 
Canadian technological innovations that 
inspire discovery and learning.

• Collaborate with artists in multidisciplin-
ary projects.

• Host major conferences that celebrate glob-
al excellence and showcase technological 
innovation.

How can the Sesquicentennial reaffirm the 
idea of three founding peoples?
• Support Aboriginal communities to stage 

major public events during the Sesquicen-
tennial.

• Create public signs in French, English, and 
the Aboriginal language of the host nation.

• An ‘homage’ to Aboriginal culture is not 
enough to address the very real issues of 
understanding, exclusion and poverty. 

• Stage a public dialogue on the contempo-
rary significance of Canada’s three founding 
peoples.

• Twin southern schools with Aboriginal and 
remote, northern schools.

How can we use 2017 to revitalize Canadian 
democracy and participation?
• Stage 150!Canada conferences to identify 

and discuss major social and political chal-
lenges that can be addressed in 2017.

• Encourage local planning and initiatives.

• Send the federal parliament and provincial 
legislatures on tour, convening in local ven-
ues across the country.

• Promote gender parity and other forms of 
equity in Parliament by 2017.

• Recreate the great parliamentary debates 
that preceded major legislative accomplish-
ments. 

• Create a prominent role for groups of citi-
zens to support the work of provincial and 
federal Sesquicentennial Commissions.
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Just as the Centennial inspired us to achieve 
great things in 1967, the Sesquicentennial is 
our opportunity to make history.

The 150!Canada Conference was just 
the beginning. With our next great 
year fast approaching, now is the 
time to start a national conversation 
about our future. No idea is too big 
for a country celebrating its 150th year. 
Let’s not take good ideas off the table 
simply because they haven’t been 
done before. 
!e 150!Canada Conference fired the starter’s 

pistol in the race to 2017. Our delegates want 
citizens to lead the way and know that we all 
have an important planning role to play. You 
can start a conversation with your friends and 
colleagues today. Here are some ideas for pre-
paring to celebrate Canada’s Sesquicentennial:

Companies
• Begin planning now to build the Sesqui-

centennial celebration into your company’s 
next five-year strategic plan. Evaluate the 
business opportunities that will coincide 
with Sesquicentennial celebrations.

• Check corporate archives for materials relat-
ing to the Centennial or other major celebra-
tions that could be a source of inspiration.

• Use the Sesquicentennial as an opportunity 
to engage your employees. Host planning 
workshops and delegate responsibilities 
throughout the company for developing 
your plans.

• Avoid simply sponsoring other people’s 
projects or buying naming or branding 
rights. Instead, use the Sesquicentennial as 
an opportunity to give a special gi3 to the 
country, one that is an expression of your 
company’s talents and abilities. Make this a 
creative endeavour for all of your employees.

Community Organizations
• Launch a visioning exercise to consider 

where communities should be in 2017, and 
begin preparations to achieve these goals.

• Use 2017 as a benchmark year to coordinate 
advocacy campaigns. 

• Invite guest speakers with knowledge of 
Canada’s Centennial to speak at your  
annual meetings. Learn about successful 
Centennial initiatives and think about how 
they might still be relevant today.

• Seek out partnerships with like-minded 
organizations and corporations to collabo-
rate on Sesquicentennial projects.

 

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
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Federal Government
• Create a Sesquicentennial Act and establish 

a Sesquicentennial Commission.

• Encourage consular services to begin  
planning Sesquicentennial activities for 
Canadians abroad.

• Commission celebrated artists to create  
Sesquicentennial events and programs.

• Commission research on how other countries 
celebrate and observe national anniversaries.

• Identify major national and regional legacy 
projects.

• Create a strong Sesquicentennial brand and 
make it freely available to Canadians. 

• Facilitate travel across the country and com-
munication between Canadians.

• Create competitions to spark innovation 
and interest from provinces, businesses, 
community organizations and citizens.

Provincial and Territorial Governments
• Create a tourism plan leading to 2017. Pro-

mote investments in culture and heritage.

• Use the Council of the Federation as a 
forum to coordinate provincial Sesquicen-
tennial initiatives. 

• Review Centennial projects that require 
upgrades. Partner with the federal govern-
ment in the creation of new legacy projects.

• Commission major artists and producers to 
create events and exhibits, highlighting the 
history of the province and its role as a part-
ner in Confederation. 

Municipal Governments
• Engage with citizens and neighbouring 

municipalities to create a regional strate-
gy for 2017. Host local sessions in libraries, 
arenas, and community centres to educate 
citizens about the Centennial and plan for 
the Sesquicentennial.

• Promote your community to the provin-
cial and federal governments with a view to 
staging a major Sesquicentennial event in 
your community.

• Review your local Centennial history, and 
look to other past celebrations that may 
provide inspiration for Sesquicentennial 
planning.

• Create a Sesquicentennial planning commit-
tee to begin forming partnerships, consult-
ing with citizens, and planning  
Sesquicentennial initiatives.

Media
• Start thinking about story opportunities 

leading up to 2017.

• Assign a producer to identify and develop 
Sesquicentennial programming opportuni-
ties.

• Commission new Canadian content for 
release throughout the Sesquicentennial year.

• Approach other organizations about creat-
ing a media partnership or network to col-
laborate on Sesquicentennial programming.

 
Education, Sport and Culture Organizations
• Stage an education symposium on the Ses-

quicentennial. Develop and teach 2017-relat-
ed curriculum in schools.

• Begin curating Canadian cultural exhibi-
tions for the Sesquicentennial. Plan cultural 
exchanges with other organizations.

• Create national Sesquicentennial tourna-
ments to encourage youth participation.

• Create a campaign to encourage first-time 
participation in artistic and athletic pursuits.

• Develop a sectoral strategy for 2017.

• Design public activities that stimulate cre-
ative expression and story-telling.

!e delegates have carried the energy of the 
150!Canada Conference back to their organiza-
tions. Already they’ve begun planning new 
events that will take this conversation forward. 
!ey want their communities, colleagues and 
friends to be a part of planning for Canada’s 
150th anniversary.

This is only a first draft. There is 
nothing proprietary about the ideas 
from the 150!Canada Conference — they 
are all “open source.” Take them and 
run with them, or use them to start 
generating your own ideas. Cana-
dians have the capacity to achieve 
great things when we decide to work 
together, so go ahead and think big.

What the enthusiasm and drive of 
300 Canadians created in just two 
days gives us a sense of what we 
could accomplish together in the 
seven years ahead. Let’s start now. 
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150!Canada delegates meet 
during one of several short 
breaks on day one

Bruce Kidd, Dean,  
Faculty of Physical 
Education, University  
of Toronto
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In February 2010, Environics Research carried 
out a national telephone survey – sponsored 
by MasterCard – of 1,001 Canadians, 18 and 
older. !e survey asked three main questions: 

What do Canadians remember about  
the Centennial?

More than one-third of Canadians report-
ed personal memories about the Centennial, 
recalling Expo67, community events, coins, 
buildings, and of course the Bobby Gimby 
song. More importantly, a3er all these years, 
they still have strong memories of how they felt 
during the Centennial. Mostly, they remember 
their pride in Canada, and a sense of happiness 
and excitement.

How do Canadians think we should celebrate 
our 150th?

Admittedly, the Sesquicentennial isn’t top-
of-mind for most Canadians, but they quick-
ly grasped the importance of this milestone. 
More than 80% of Canadians, spanning all 
age groups and income levels, said that it’s 
important to celebrate 2017. But among allo-
phones, support reached 90%.  
 No one is more excited about the Sesquicen-
tennial than those who have recently adopted 
Canada as their home.

Most Canadians can think of at least one 
thing worth celebrating in 2017. Our people 
and our history, our notable achievements, 

our role in the world, and our natural resourc-
es were frequented cited as examples. But at 
the very top of the list was a desire to celebrate 
our beliefs and values. Multiculturalism was 
prized by a majority of respondents. Canadi-
ans want to celebrate the country they live in 
today, and are not nostalgic about Canada’s 
past. 
!e respondents also suggested ways for 

Canada to celebrate its Sesquicentennial — 
naming events, infrastructure projects, schol-
arships, arts and cultural activities, among 
many others. 

Who is responsible for making it happen?

In short, all of us. Our respondents believe 
that government, companies, and community 
organizations should all take a leadership role. 
A strong majority of respondents want to be a 
part of the celebration and over half say they 
would be willing to volunteer to help make it 
happen.

You can download a pdf of the complete 
150!Canada survey: www.masslbp.com/150survey
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About IPAC
The Institute of Public Administration of Canada (IPAC) 
is a dynamic association of public servants, academics 
and others interested in public administration. 

Since our founding in 1947, IPAC has led public 
administration research in Canada and has exported 
successful Canadian public sector expertise around 
the world. Our mission is to promote excellence 
in public service. We are membership-based with 
regional groups across the country.

The Institute pursues its mission by: Encouraging 
the highest standards of professional practice and 
service to the public, enhancing the understanding of 
the public sector, advocating the highest values and 
ideals of public service, expanding and exchanging 
knowledge about public administration, contributing 
to the resolution of key issues in public administration, 
promoting the education and professional develop-
ment of public administrators.

In meeting our mission to promote excellence in 
public service, IPAC advances the theory and practice 
of public management and governance. We harness 
the ideas presented in our prestigious publications, 
conferences and awards to stimulate innovation and 
the creative exchange of ideas and best practices 
among public servants, academics and students of 
public administration.

www.ipac.ca

About MASS LBP
MASS LBP is a new kind of advisory firm based in To-
ronto which works with visionary governments and cor-
porations to deepen and improve public consultation 
and engagement. Since its founding in 2007, MASS 
has led some of the Canada’s most original and ambi-
tious efforts to engage citizens in tackling tough policy 
choices while pioneering the use of Civic Lotteries and 
Citizen Reference Panels on behalf of a wide array 
of clients. It has quickly become a leading authority 
on public engagement and democratic innovation — 
generating new insights for government, industry and 
the third sector.

MASS LBP exists because citizens want a say and 
our clients want to make decisions that enjoy high lev-
els of public support. Our experience has proven that 
the most successful engagement strategies create 
real opportunities for direct participation, hands-on 
learning and cross-cutting dialogue. This focus distin-
guishes us from more traditional forms of consultation 
and policy research. 

www.masslbp.com
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