
Stop Praying!

A  Message  for  Christians  by  R. Stanley, 10 June 2021

What’s happening to our prayers? First comes a prayer request for someone infected
with Corona and hospitalized. The next few days bring an announcement of that person’s
Homecall. Whether believers or unbelievers, fulltime Servants of God or sparetime
Christian Workers, there seems to be not much of a difference as far as the outcome of
the prayer exercise. Preachers, Churches and Missions conduct numerous prayer
programmes through television or zoom. Does God really hear our prayers? Is He too
busy with something else? What’s wrong? What about the Psalmist’s conviction, “The
Most High shall deliver you from the perilous pestilence” (Psa 91:3b). There’s hardly a
Christian whose mind is not bombarded with such questions. I believe that God has not
left us without an answer. All that we need to know in good times or bad is there in the
Bible, His written Word.

Prayers & Alms

Cornelius was not even a believer. He was just a God-fearing man. He was an Italian
military official. Forgoing lunch he was having an afternoon prayer session. Suddenly
an angel of God appeared to him in a vision around 3 p.m. and said, “Your prayers and
your alms have come up for a memorial before God” (Acts 10:1-4). Cornelius repeated
these words to Apostle Peter who came to his house after four days at his invitation. This
is what he said, “Four days ago I was fasting until this hour; and at 3 p.m. I prayed in
my house, and behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing, and said, ‘Cornelius,
your prayer has been heard, and your alms are remembered in the sight of God’ ” (vv30,31).
Here then lies the secret: Not just prayers but prayers and alms! God was so pleased
with this man that He poured out His Spirit on the entire family even before the sermon
was over! (vv44-46). We have a famous walltext: “Prayer brings victory!” This is only
half-truth. It must be modified as, “Prayer and Charity bring victory!” Cornelius “prayed
to God always” (v2). Yes, this is what we do as chain praying. But he also “gave alms to
people generously.” Both are equally important. There’s not even a mention of it in our
prayer programmes. No wonder our prayers don’t reach Heaven!

Sins of Omission

In the very first of the 66 chapters of the Book of Isaiah, called the mini-Bible, the
prophet pinpointed the reason why God did not answer the people even though they
made “many prayers” (Isa 1:15). In my lifetime I have not witnessed so much of prayer
mobilisation the world over by the Church. But things seem to go from bad to worse.
The intensified prayers during the first wave of Corona did not stop the second. The
third is at the door. Tamilnadu has the highest number of infecters in India though the
maximum number of prayer programmes are conducted in this State only. I strongly
believe that the message of God through Isaiah is His specific word to us at this hour.
God tells us to do two things: “Cease to do evil,” and “learn to do good” (vv17,18). The
first one refers to the Sins of Commission.  The next one refers to the Sins of Omission.
Preparation of the heart for prayer is not only to wash ourselves clean by confessing and
repenting of the Sins of Commission but also the Sins of Omission. God lists out a few
Sins of Omission in verse 17, “Seek justice, reprove the oppressor, defend the fatherless,
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and plead for the widows.” He calls failure to do these things as “scarlet-like” and “crimson-
red” sins! (v18). In this passage He does not point out any Sin of Commission but lists
the Sins of Omission only. They all relate to charity. In other words God hates prayers
without charity. He is tired of them (vv14,15). No point in lifting up our hands toward
God unless we stretch them towards the poor (15a).

Flavourless Fasting

Fasting prayers are also multiplied in this season. Though they are to be done in
secret, they get maximum publicity these days. I do not want to dwell on that aspect
here. But God definitely is intolerant of fasting prayers which exclude Charity from the
teaching and practice. The fast He has chosen is not primarily forgoing of meals or
legitimate enjoyments. Rather it is “to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the heavy
burdens, to let the oppressed go free, to break every yoke on folks, to share our bread
with the hungry, to bring to our house the poor who are wandering, and to cover the
naked” (Isa 58:5-7). In which fasting prayer do you ever hear the Preacher giving an
exposition of this passage? Which fasting prayer does send out the participants to bless
the have-nots? If you are not ready to follow this 7-fold prescription given by God, stop
fasting and praying! Do not get angry with me! Resurrect Isaiah and argue with him!
God’s prescription guarantees “speedy” healing” (v8).

Sister Sodom

The oft-quoted text in Prayer gatherings while praying for the nation and the world is
2 Chronicles 7:14, “If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves and
pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from Heaven,
and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” When we talk about the sins and wickedness
of cities and towns, what comes to our mind is Sodom. God told Abraham that the sin of
Sodom was “very grievous” (Gen 18:20). Abraham’s sustained intercession before the
Lord could not save that city (vv22-33). Jesus illustrated flagrant wickedness with the
City of Sodom (Lk 10:12). So did Apostle Paul, Peter, Jude and John (Rom 9:29; 2 Pet
2:6; Jude 7; Rev 11:8). What was Sodom’s characteristic sin anyway? We have the
answer in Ezekiel 16:49, “Look, this was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: She and her
daughter had pride, fullness of food, and abundance of idleness; neither did she
strengthen the hand of the poor and the needy.” Living in prosperity and luxury unmindful
of the poverty of the fellowmen! God assured Abraham that He would not destroy Sodom
even if He found just ten righteous men (Gen 18:32). Are liberal givers to uplift the poor
so few in our Churches? My friend, would you accept the challenge to become one of
those “ten?”

Standing in the Gap

“Standing in the gap!” This has become the most challenging appeal to Christians to
give themselves to intercessory prayer. This phrase is picked up from Ezekiel 22:30
where God said, “So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand
in the gap before Me on behalf of the land that I should not destroy it; but I found none!”
As usual we have taken this text out of context. Look at verses 27 to 29. God speaks
against princes, prophets and the people who were after “dishonest gain ... mistreating
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the poor and needy ... wrongfully oppressing the strangers.” God was about to pour out
His indignation on them and consume them with the fire of His wrath (v31). Just in
order to stop this disaster He sought for a man who would build a wall and stand in the
gap (v30). But He found none. Beloved, have you got the message? “Standing in the gap”
does not primarily mean “kneeling” for long hours in prayer. Rather it is “standing” up
with a voice against commercial preachers and money-hungry Church leaders on behalf
of the poorest of the poor. It is mobilizing funds for relief projects. It is identifying the
downtrodden, the marginalized and the oppressed and uplifting them (Lk 4:18,19). It is
like Christ and the Apostles making these have-nots rich by exhausting our riches (2
Cor 8:9; 6:10).

God is angry with India the wealth of which is held by just 1% of the country’s
population. Can you imagine the wealth of these billionaires growing by leaps and bounds
during the Corona pandemic? This country has the highest number of Below-Poverty-
Line (BPL) families. God is angry with Christian congregations raising crores of rupees
to build Church towers whereas millions are homeless. When shall we repent of this
distilled idiotism? With huge sums of money poured in at the Apostles’ feet, they did not
design to build in Jerusalem the tallest tower in the world! Rather they distributed it to
the needy (Acts 4:34,35). I’m ashamed I come from the tower-crazy Christian communities
of the Southern Districts in Tamilnadu. By writing these lines I’ve taken the risk of
stirring the hornet’s nest! I definitely cannot tolerate Nero fiddling while Rome was
burning. Stop the tower projects immediately and build free clinics in remote rural areas
of Northern States where the poorest of the poor live. This is what “standing in the gap”
means! Faith without works is dead. So also Prayer without action is meaningless. Not
God but we are responsible for the present situation. Actionless prayers throw the entire
responsibility on God. This is wrong. God’s miracle of tomorrow depends on our
sanctification of today (Josh 3:5). You don’t need to increase your shouting as if God is
deaf. Unless we amend our ways, there will be no answer to our prayers (Isa 59:1-3).

Semi Spirit Baptism

Let me next go to my Pentecostal friends. I’m in deep appreciation of your ministerial
endeavours to lead believers into a deeper experience with the Holy Spirit. Undoubtedly
thousands receive the anointing of the Spirit in your prayer meetings arranged exclusively
to experience the outpouring. God be praised! But there needs a theological correction.
The Acts-Two-Four experience of speaking in tongues is definitely a sacred “sign” of the
Baptism with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4). But the Acts-Two-Fortyfour exercise of sharing
our treasures with the poor is the conclusive “evidence” of the Baptism (Acts 2:44).
Without the second, it’s only a semi-baptism. You may ask how I say so. It was John the
Baptist who introduced Jesus as the Spirit-Baptizer (Mt 3:11; Lk 3:16). He called it as
the Baptism with the Holy Spirit and “fire.” The fire is meant to burn the rubbish in our
lives. When one gets a glimpse of the Heavenly glory, his grip on the earthly gold is
loosened. The fire of the Spirit burns the strings of his attachment to earthly goods.
That’s what happened to the first recipients of the Spirit Baptism. They sold their
properties voluntarily to share with the poverty-stricken. The Apostles did not command
or prompt them to do so. It was spontaneous. The preparation for water baptism by
John was to part with 50% for the poor (Lk 3:10,11). The proof of Spirit baptism by
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Jesus was 100% (Acts 4:34,35). Dear friend, do not mistake me. I speak in tongues from
1963 and I do encourage folks to desire this devotional gift (1 Cor 14:4,5,18). But I do
not want to stop with Acts 2:4. I must go on to Acts 2:44. I must move forward from
ankle-depth, knee-depth or hip-depth to swimming-depth (Ezek 47:1-5). I deplore the
present trend of being satisfied with shouting, shaking and slaying in meetings without
going out for sharing silver and gold with the breadless, clotheless and homeless (Mt
25:34-46).

The  Root  Problem

You may wonder why I speak so much about money. Do you know that Jesus has
spoken more about money than Heaven and hell combined? Do you know that 42% of
His parables deals with money? Do you know that one out of ten verses in the New
Testament deals directly with money? Do you know that there are only 500 verses in the
Bible about prayer, and less than 500 about faith, but over 2000 on money and
possessions? I would call the liberal release of material wealth to the poor as “Second
Salvation” (Lk 19:8,9). Love of money is the “root” of all evil (1 Tim 6:10). Our problem is
that we chop off only the “branches.” We do not deal with the root. John the Baptist laid
the axe at the “root” (Mt 3:10; Lk 3:9). That’s why his answers to the question, “What
shall we do?”, to all the three groups of enquirers dealt primarily with money (Lk 3:10-
14). Luke was a medical Missionary in Paul’s team (Col 4:14). Doctors deal directly with
those suffering physically. They are definitely more humanitarian than Engineers or
Bankers. Of the four Gospel writers, Luke alone tells us about the Good Samaritan, Rich
man & Lazarus, and Zacchaeus (Lk 10,16,19). These three stories speak about charity
and money. With a heart for widows Dr. Luke has made several references to them both
in his Gospel and in Acts (Lk 2:37; 4:25; 7:12; 18:3; 20:47; Acts 6:1; 9:39). No wonder
God chose him to write the Book of Acts, the textbook of the Church. He was the only
Gentile among the nine authors of the New Testament. The very old Hospital (1870) in
Nazareth, my native town, is called St. Luke’s Hospital!

Judgment in the Church

It was Apostle Peter who wrote, “The time has come for judgment to begin at the
House of God” (1 Pet 4:17). It was he who also pronounced the first judgment in the
early Church. It was on an one-minded couple, Ananias-Sapphira, for lying to God in
the matter of money pooled together for distribution to the needy (Acts 5:1-10). How
many times we sing the lie, “Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold!”
Do we know that Frances R. Havergal (1836-1879) composed this hymn while packing
nearly fifty fine pieces of jewelry for overseas missionary work? Why are we not consumed
like Ananias and Sapphira in spite of us speaking lies, praying lies and singing lies?
With lamentation, Prophet Jeremiah tells us, “It’s because of the Lord’s mercies!” (Lam
3:22a). Let’s not continue receiving the grace of God in vain (2 Cor 6:1). With the end of
the end closeby, God’s anger is mounting up in accordance with our hardness of heart
(Rom 2:4).

Healing  Prayers

The first resurrection miracle that Luke records in Acts is that of Dorcas who was
probably a well-to-do widow. She is the only woman specifically identified in the New
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Testament as a “disciple” (Acts 9:36). She was full of “good works” and “charitable deeds.”
She used her tailoring skill to bless numerous widows (v39). If you are a widow with
reasonable wealth, give yourself totally to charitable activities. God would be immensely
pleased with your life on earth. The Corona pandemic has left many as widows or
widowers. Do not waste your sorrows but work for the strugglers, sorrowers and sufferers
(2 Cor 1:3-5). At this juncture I’m reminded of what King David has written in Psalm 41,
“Blessed is he who considers the poor; the Lord will deliver him in time of trouble. The
Lord will preserve him and keep him alive ... The Lord will strengthen him on his bed of
illness; He will sustain him on his sickbed” (vv1-3). No point in thinking about charity
after getting struck with a calamity. Be a habitual and sacrificial blesser of the poor.

Preachers who pray for the sick become popular too soon. A word to them: “Friends,
you know by now that the unanswered healing prayers outnumber the answered. Do
not give up but prescribe to the sick to double up or treble up their charity. Speedy
recovery is associated with this (Psa 41:1-3; Isa 58:6-8). They value what you say more
than what the Bible says! Folks give more money to you who offer prayers for them than
to those who request their prayers for missionary work or relief projects. Do not ‘invent’
new projects for the excess funds with you. Rather divert them to the projects which are
struggling. Trying to do everything by yourself will distract you from your main calling.
Thanks for understanding.” Jesus went about not only “healing” people but also “doing
good” (Acts 10:38).

Confess Covetousness!

While dealing with the subject of prayer for healing, Apostle James exhorts us, “Confess
your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed” (Js
5:16). Sin confession is definitely a must for effective praying. David puts “forgiveness of
sins” before “healing of diseases” (Psa 103:2,3). But what do we mostly confess? Just the
lusts of the flesh! Do we confess the love of money which is the root of all evil? One old
Roman Catholic priest said, “I have listened to the sin confession of thousands all these
years. Hardly anyone confessed the sin of covetousness!” Covetousness has become a
decent sin! Here’s Paul explaining what covetousness is: “Godliness with contentment is
great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing
out. And having food and clothing, with these let’s be content. But those who desire to
be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which
drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all kinds of
evil for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves
through with many sorrows” (1 Tim 6:6-10). The Apostle also prescribes a way to escape
this snare: “Let those who are rich do good, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for
themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal
life” (vv18,19). Prophet Daniel’s counsel to King Nebuchadnezzar is timeless: “O King,
break off your sins by being righteous, and your iniquities by showing mercy to the
poor” (Dan 4:27).

Dead  Prayers

Jesus gave high priority to charity in His teaching and works. In His Sermon on the
Mount He spoke first about almsgiving and only after that about praying and fasting
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(Mt 6:1-4,5-15,16-18). In His model prayer, He has taught us to pray, “Forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors” (v12). This is in line with the consistent teaching in the
Old Testament about the helpless borrowers (Dt 15). But we have cleverly and conveniently
replaced the word “debts” with “sins!” The first item in His Messianic Manifesto was
preaching the Gospel to the “poor” (Lk 4:18a). Probably the only cashbox the Jesus’
team had was for charity (Jn 12:6; 13:29). His maintenance and general ministerial
expenses were taken care of by a few affluent women like Joanna and Susanna (Lk 8:1-
3). In his exhortation to support the weak, Paul quoted Jesus saying, “It is more blessed
to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). We don’t come across this statement in any of the
four Gospels. What does it mean? The disciples and others had consistently observed a
practical concern for the poor in their Master. No wonder His own brother, James, calls
faith without charity dead (Js 2:14-17). He puts social service before spiritual sanctity
(1:27). He condemns religious benedictions without practical benevolence (2:15). He
warns luxury-lovers that all their riches, garments, gold, silver and treasures earned by
labour exploitation would be burnt to ashes in the last day (5:1-5). What stinging language!
Yes, he imbibed this spirit from his Elder Brother! Why don’t we hear such voices from
our pulpits? Prayers coupled with alms will be received favourably at the Throne of
Grace because the Mediator sitting there is known for His “sympathy” for the weak (Heb
4:15). All through His life, from babyhood through boyhood to adulthood, He experienced
physical and material disadvantages. He knew what it meant to live in want! Never forget
that the One we address in prayer is the “God of the poor, the widows and the fatherless.”

Blind Pastors & Blind People

The Church of Jesus Christ is called to present the perfect model for charity in the
society. He has called us to be the “salt of the earth” and the “light of the world” (Mt
5:13,14). We are not called to be the salt of the Church or the light of the Church. Our
mistaken understanding has made the Church too salty and too flashy. We have become
distasteful and detestable in the society. In the following verses Jesus teaches us how to
live up to our calling. It’s through “good works” (v16). Salt is not good “words” but good
“works.” Light is not good “words” but good “works.” This was the apostolic emphasis
too. Paul wrote to Titus emphatically, “This is a faithful saying, and these things I want
you to affirm constantly, that those who have believed in God should be careful to
maintain good works ... Let our people learn to maintain good works, to meet urgent
needs, that they may not be unfruitful” (Tit 3:8,14). In line with what Paul wrote to
Titus, Pastors must have every other sermon emphasizing “good works.” Unfortunately
they teach more about tithing than charity. This was the condition of the hypocritical
Pharisees of Jesus’ day. They talked about tithing of even weightless grains, but neglected
the “weightier matter” of charity (Mt 23:23). The Pharisee who went to the temple to pray
boasted of “fasting” and “tithing,” but no charity (Lk 18:12). Christians by and large are
duped by wrongly quoting Malachi 3:10. According to this verse, the tithes during the
olden times were meant chiefly to provide “food” for the foodless. Read Deuteronomy
14:28,29 yourself. The primary beneficiaries of the tithes should be “the landless Levites,
strangers, fatherless and the widows.” Jesus chided the religionists of His day just because
they lost the basic meaning of God’s laws (Mt 23:23). Jesus called them “blind guides”
(v24). Oh, how many blind Pastors and Presbyters are leading blind Parishioners! This
article is meant to remove scales from our eyes.
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I invite Prophet Amos to give us the final word: “Woe to you who are at ease in Zion ...
Woe to you who lie on beds of ivory, stretch out on your couches, eat lambs from the
flock and calves from the midst of the stall; who chant to the sound of stringed
instruments, and invent for yourselves musical instruments like David, who drink wine
from bowls, and anoint yourselves with the best of ointments, BUT ARE NOT GRIEVED
FOR THE AFFLICTION OF JOSEPH” (Am 6:1,3-6). “Zion” means the Church, and “Joseph”
represents our brothers and sisters suffering in poverty.

Personal

God hates a religion which has made praying and praising as easy alternatives for
almsgiving (Heb 13:15,16). Stop it! Let me tell you about my possessions. I donated to
the Blessing Youth Mission (BYM) the only vacent land I had purchased in a strategic
location near BHEL, Ranipet. Our only begotten daughter would inherit our 45-year old
house in Vellore which is our only immovable property. I’ve pledged one third of my
savings for charity, one third for God’s work, and the next one third for our daughter.
My wife has hardly any jewels. “Less luggage, More comfort, Make travel a pleasure!”
(A slogan of Indian Railways.) Take a stock of all your savings and jewels. Set aside at
least 25% of all of them for charity. Distribute it to agencies and organisations which
work among the poorest of the poor to uplift them. Do not delay. Do not leave everything
for your children. That’s unwise stewardship from Biblical viewpoint. You cannot be
100% sure as to how they would use them. Coming up in life through hard work and
disadvantages is always healthy. Whatever you give to the poor is instantly transferred
to your account in the Bank of Heaven (Lk 18:22; 1 Tim 6:17-19). Whether or not you
get a funeral- farewell here on earth, a grand welcome would await you up in Heaven!
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I photographed this poverty-striken girl

picking up badam fruits for its kernel

in front of our house in Vellore.

This was immediately after

I finished writing this article!


