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GRANITE CURLING CLUB OF WEST 

OTTAWA RETURN TO CURLING PLAN  
INTRODUCTION 

The regulations and recommended practices regarding COVID19 are constantly changing; the 

recommendations of this subcommittee will be updated as the landscape changes.  The current 

document was written with the following guidance in mind: 

- Ontario Stage 31 rules limits the number of people in a building (exclusive of staff) to 50.  

Businesses are able to submit a proposal to the province to explore increasing this number if 

patrons and workers can be kept safe. 

- Ottawa’s Mask Bylaw2 requires a mask be worn in all enclosed spaces. 

RISK MITIGATION 

1. All members must sign a liability waiver and declaration of compliance that now includes risk 

to COVID exposure before playing first game on the ice3. 

2. Parents of minors sign an assumption of risk before playing the first game on the ice. 

3. All members sign this to acknowledge their responsibility to comply with protocols established, 

that to their knowledge have not been exposed to COVID19, and that they are accepting 

liability for the possibility of contracting COVID19. 

4. All members should be aware of their responsibilities to use hand sanitizer and wipes where 

provided to minimize community spread. 

5. Leagues will be asked to identify volunteers to wipe down front and back door, ice shed door, 

bathroom doors, handrails, and high-touch areas in the pre-game zone. 

TIMING 

1. In order to allow the ice technicians ample time for additional cleaning, game times will be 

shortened to 90 minutes (6 ends). 

2. As usual, the last end of a game may not start after 15 minutes before the scheduled end of 

game time.  In addition, there will be a hard stop enforced at 90 minutes regardless if you have 

finished the end or not.  For example, if you are playing a 5:00pm game, no end may begin 

after 6:15pm and all players from both teams must be off the ice by 6:30. 

3. Game start times will be staggered to limit the flow of people on and off the ice.  Half of the 

sheets will start on the hour, the other half of the sheets will start at 15 past (see Appendix III: 

Proposed start times for examples). 

4. No one other than the ice tech is to be in the ice shed while ice preparations are underway.  

 

1 https://www.ontario.ca/page/framework-reopening-our-province-stage-3 

2 https://ottawa.ca/en/health-and-public-safety/covid-19-ottawa/temporary-mandatory-mask-law 

3 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ryAy1T0_5DziK1l7w8wApDZEURoPVKX2/view 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/framework-reopening-our-province-stage-3
https://ottawa.ca/en/health-and-public-safety/covid-19-ottawa/temporary-mandatory-mask-law
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ryAy1T0_5DziK1l7w8wApDZEURoPVKX2/view
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BUILDING 

MANAGING THE FACILITY 

THE BUILDING –  ACCESS, MOVEMENT WITHIN, LAYOUT   

1. Masks are required in the building unless eating or drinking. 

2. Members should not arrive more than 15 minutes prior to their game 

3. A contact tracing app will be supplied by CurlOn. Each member will be given a QR code 

identifier which  they will  have to scan  at an iPad in the entrance of the club to record 

attendance.  If you have not been given a QR code, please contact Denise. 

4. No guests will be allowed in the club, members only.  Spares must be members of the club.  

Members, or children of members who are not actively playing or after game socializing should 

not be in the building. 

a. For the purposes of this year, the Sunday Saskatchewan league will be considered 

similar to members of the club and held to all measures outlined in this document. 

5. Areas, flow diagrams will be clearly marked on the ground and with adequate signage (see 

Appendix II: Granite Curling Club proposed floor plan). 

a. Both entrances/exits to the club will be available. 

b. Both doors to the ice shed will be in use, with each ice sheet only being accessed by 

the door closest to it. 

6. Couches and viewing chairs will be removed from the lounge. 

7. Members will be asked to keep the club as clean and safe as possible by assisting with cleaning 

procedures. 

8. The kitchen will be closed except to employees including access to all utensils, dishes, 

microwave, refrigerator, and coffee machine. 

9. Bulletin boards will not be used, all scores must be entered online.  The schedule will be cast 

to screens around the club. 

10. The communal computer will not be available for entering scores, checking schedules, etc.  

Members must do this at home, or on their personal devices. 

11. Only intra club curling and events will be scheduled.  There will be no outside ice rentals. 

12. Until such a time we are allowed more than 50 members in the club, we will be limiting our ice 

usage to 3 sheets (except for leagues where fewer than 4 people are on the ice per team).  

This allows 24 people on the ice, and 18 people in the lounge area. 

WASHROOMS AND LOCKER ROOM 

1. Locker rooms will be closed for the season. Members are to arrive at the club dressed and 

ready to curl (other than shoes). 

2. Automatic soap dispensers to be installed in the washrooms to limit touch surfaces. 

3. Washrooms will be cleaned twice daily and members will be asked to wipe down bathrooms 

after use. 

4. There will be a maximum occupancy of two people in the washroom at a time. Only two stalls 

will be available in the women’s washroom, one stall and one urinal in the men’s, others will 

be blocked off.  Markers will be placed on the ground to specify safe distancing to line up. 

a. Only the upstairs washroom will be available during youth curling time slots. 
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LOUNGE/BAR  

1. Under the current capacity rules, our lounge area is limited to 18 members. 

2. As our capacity is limited, we ask that members limit their after-game socializing time to under 

60 minutes to avoid going over building capacity and giving bar staff enough time to clean. 

3. Spacing for the line up to the bar will be clearly marked on the floor. 

4. Coffee will be served by bartenders.  Only single serve creamers/sugar/wood stir sticks will be 

available. 

5. No prepared food will be served.  Single serving snacks will be available for purchase. 

6. A plexi-glass barrier will be installed at the bar to provide the bartender with physical 

separation. 

7. Bartenders will disinfect tables, chairs, bar top and debit machine after every game. 

8. Bartender will sanitize bar working area at the end of each shift. 

9. Payment by cards is strongly recommended bartenders will be trained on safe handling of cash. 

10. If you are purchasing a drink for another member, please allow that member to retrieve the 

drink from the bar themselves. 

 

EQUIPMENT – PERSONAL AND ICE MAINTENANCE 

1. No loaner equipment will be available at all including sticks, brooms, stabilizers, sliders, 

grippers.  These will be removed from the ice shed to avoid temptation. 

2. Members are strongly encouraged to bring their own equipment.  Sharing of equipment is 

possible if members have an arrangement with each other.  If equipment is shared, it is highly 

recommended that it is sanitized between each player’s use.  

3. Only the ice technicians will have access to their rooms. 

4. Members should not touch or lean on ice maintenance equipment stored on the ice. 

5. One member from each team is to sanitize the rock handles for their team prior to start of 

play. This person should be identified before the start of the game to alleviate delays.  

6. Throughout play, curlers are to only touch their assigned rocks, this order can not change 

during the game. 

7. Sanitize your hands and the measuring device before and after measuring.  Only thirds should 

measure. 

8. Extra hand sanitizer will be added on ice everywhere tissues are currently located. 

9. Water will not be available on ice.  Members should bring their own filled water bottle. 

GAME PLAY 

1. All leagues will be recreational only: no ladders, no progressing.   

2. There will be no make up/practice ice available. 

3. Handshakes and fist bumps to start a game will be prohibited, tap brooms instead. 

4. The coin wheels will not be used.  Last rock and rock colour will be indicated in league 

schedules. 

5. CurlOn has issued recommendations on how to stay distant while curling (See Appendix I: 

Distancing illustrations).  The club will be following these guidelines keeping in mind that the 

goal is to maintain 6 feet of distance and these practices will help us to achieve that. 
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a. Only a single player can sweep the rocks, the other player stands at the backboards.  

No switching sweepers during a play.  The person in the house may not come out to 

sweep. 

b. Markers will be added to the ice to indicate where non-active players should be 

standing. 

c. One skip in the house at a time.  The non-delivering team skip will stay out of the 

house until the delivering skips relinquishes control of the house when all stones have 

stopped moving. 

d. Neither skip is permitted to sweep at any time. 

e. Areas will be marked on the ice where to stand between shots.   

MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES 

1. Arrive no more than 15 minutes in advance of your game to allow us to remain under our 

capacity limit. 

2. Come prepared to curl and only needing to put on your shoes, gloves, safety wear. 

3. Do not come to the club unless you are actually curling. 

4. Wear a mask at all times in the club, except when drinking/eating. 

5. Employ physical distancing as much as possible, particularly in the ‘close quarters’ areas. 

6. Stay home if not feeling well and find a spare if possible.  A list of self-check criteria will be 

available online and posted at the entrance ways.  We are relying on everyone to keep each 

other safe. 

7. Use the cleaning and sanitizing supplies that the club will provide. 

8. Only touch your own equipment including brooms, stabilizers, delivery stick, etc. 
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APPENDIX I: DISTANCING ILLUSTRATIONS  

 

Curl On Manual Return to Paly 2020-07-06 
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APPENDIX II: GRANITE CURLING CLUB PROPOSED FLOOR PLAN 



Created by the Granite Curling Club of West Ottawa Board of Directors and COVID19 Planning Subcommittee August 19, 2020.  Updated last: October 19, 2020 

APPENDIX III: PROPOSED START TIMES 

 

 

1st start 2nd start 
1st start of 

last end 
2nd start of 

last end 
1st off ice 2nd off ice 

start ice 
maint. 

end ice 
maint. 

9:00 9:15 10:15 10:30 10:30 10:45 10:45 11:00 

11:00 11:15 12:15 12:30 12:30 12:45 12:45 13:00 

11:15 11:30 12:30 12:45 12:45 13:00 13:00 13:15 

13:00 13:15 14:15 14:30 14:30 14:45 14:45 15:00 

13:30 13:45 14:45 15:00 15:00 15:15 15:15 15:30 

15:00 15:15 16:15 16:30 16:30 16:45 16:45 17:00 

16:00 16:15 17:15 17:30 17:30 17:45 17:45 18:00 

17:00 17:15 18:15 18:30 18:30 18:45 18:45 19:00 

18:00 18:15 19:15 19:30 19:30 19:45 19:45 20:00 

19:00 19:15 20:15 20:30 20:30 20:45 20:45 21:00 

20:00 20:15 21:15 21:30 21:30 21:45 21:45 22:00 

21:00 21:15 22:15 22:30 22:30 22:45 22:45 23:00 

                

Where 1st start is your standard (non-covid) game start time     

No one can be in the ice shed during the maintenance window     

You are not permitted in the ice shed prior to your scheduled start time (either 1st start or 2nd start) 

 


