
JANUARY 23 is observed every year in India as the National Handwriting Day.

The joy of writing might be forgotten but it’s a pleasure worth reuniting with.

Let’s go for it!

There are numerous references in the Bible to handwriting. God Himself wrote

His Ten Commandments with His finger twice on stone (Ex 24:12; 31:18; 34:1; Dt

9:10). Thousands of years later, Apostle Paul refers to this as the “handwriting” of

God (Col 2:14). Moses wrote down all the laws of God for the ongoing generations

(Ex 24:4; Dt 31:9). God instructed him to write down the historical events also (Ex

17:14). Joshua wrote on stones a copy of the Law of Moses and later in a book

(Josh 8:32; 24:26). Moses had known that the names in the Book of Life were

personally “written by God” (Ex 32:32).

In the centuries that followed, the Prophets wrote down their messages (Jn 1:45).

Isaiah wrote with a “man’s pen” (Isa 8:1). He wrote on tablets and scrolls (30:8).

Jesus read from this book to announce His Messianic ministry (Lk 4:16-20). God

commanded Jeremiah, “Write in a book for yourself all the words that I have spoken

to you” (Jer 30:1,2). Even when he was imprisoned, he wrote with the help of his

scribe friend, Baruch (36:4,5). Baruch later testified how Jeremiah dictated the

words to him and he wrote them “with ink in the book” (v18). King Jehoiakim,

annoyed with these written words, cut the scroll into pieces and cast them into fire

(v23). Then God told Jeremiah, “Take yet another scroll, and write on it all the

former words” (v28).

Prophet Samuel wrote down in a book how kings must behave (1 Sam 10:25).

Prophet Habakkuk wrote the words of the vision: “The just shall live by faith” (Hab

2:3,4). Martin Luther (1483-1546) expanded it into 96 Theses, wrote them and

nailed the papers on the doors of the All Saints Church in Wittenberg, Germany, in

1517. This gave rise to the Protestant Reformation! The Psalmist testified, “My heart

is overflowing with a good theme; I recite my compositions concerning the King; my

tongue is the pen of a skilled writer” (Psa 45:1). God sent the “fingers of a man’s

hand” to write on the wall the judgment against King Belshazzar (Dan 5:5,24,25).

“Writing on the Wall” is a famous phrase used all over the world! What’s spoken

may be forgotten, but what’s written is written! It’s to last “forever and ever” (Isa

30:8). Yes, the entire Bible was handwritten. Jesus defeated Satan by quoting from

what was “written” (Mt 4:4,7,10). The Son of David had His “hands” trained for war

and “fingers” for battle (Psa 144:1). In an advertisement for a Writers Conference
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was this slogan: “Writers are Fighters!” Whenever I sit to write, I have this realisation

that I’m fighting FOR the truths of the Written Word and AGAINST the lies of the

wicked wolf!

Stones, walls, clay, wood, metals of bronze or copper and leather were the writing

surfaces in the ancient times. Job yearned that his words of bitter agony and blissful

anticipation be “written in a book” and “engraved on rock with an iron pen and

lead” so they might last “forever” (Job 19:23-27). Papyrus was used first in Egypt

and continued through the early centuries. Ink was made from carbon and gum

resin. Brushes and styluses besides feather quills were the common writing

instruments. Baptist John’s dad wrote on a “writing tablet” which probably was of

wood with a wax surface (Lk 1:63). Apostle John wrote with “pen and ink” (2 Jn 12;

3 Jn 13). Apostle Paul was a disciplined writer. He often testified that he wrote

“with his own hand” (Gal 6:11; 2 Thess 3:17; Phile 19). Just like Jeremiah, he

wrote during imprisonment also (Phil 1:12-14; Jer 36:4,5).

My younger brother and I graphically remember our handwriting experience. We

started writing on a black “slate” which was made of very fine-grained metamorphic

rock. It was typically 7x10 inches, encased in a wooden frame. A special tool called

“kutchi” (palpam) was used to write on the slate. It was made from a soft and light-

coloured stone such as shale or chalk. Sometimes we have also used “kadal kuchi,”

which is the spine of the sea urchin, to write on the slate. The teachers used a

chalkpiece to correct our writing on the slate. Next came the pencil and the pen. We

started with a dip pen which had no ink reservoir, so we must dip the nib in an ink

bottle. To start with, ink powder was taken to the school with an empty bottle. My

brother proudly tells how he as the class pupil leader would go from desk to desk to

pour plain water into the ink bottles! The desks had an indentation to place the

bottle. Blotting papers were used to absorb excessive ink.

Fountain pens came much later, when we were in the 7th Standard or so. The

overseas brands were Swan (England), Pilot (Japan), Parker (America), Hero (China)

and the like. The famous Indian brand was Writer. The popular ink brands were

Iris, Bril and Quink, in blue, blue-black and black. My favourite was blue-black.

For pencil-writing, I used HB (Hard & Black) lead. I still remember how severely

Mummy (1924-1981) beat me when I lost a pen! She was my 1st Standard Class

Teacher. My brother and I thank God for her training to develop our handwriting.

I’m sure several of you can testify so about your parents and elementary school

teachers. For bad handwriting, the students would get beating in the knuckles

with footrulers or slapping on the cheeks. Bonus marks were given in the exams for

good handwriting on answer sheets. When we started writing in English, it was

always in cursive style. Daddy (1914-1973) also had a good hand. The handwriting

competition was postponed by my 6th Standard class teacher, Mr. Michael

Chelladurai (1933-2003), just because I was down for two months with typhoid in

1957. Of course I won the first prize! He was the one who led me to Christ in 1962.
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From day one I have been habitually enjoying writing with hand, especially ever

since I started Christian writing in 1965 while I was a third year student of the

Engineering degree course. All the articles and books I have published till date were

originally handwritten before typesetting, not only in English but also in Tamil my

mother-tongue. The same is true of my wife also. Of course I don’t know typing! I

did not sacrifice writing even amidst my 33 hectic years (1971-2003) as the top

leader of the Blessing Youth Mission (BYM). Those who abandon handwriting

generally become irregular in diary writing and notes-taking from Bible meditation.

Most of my Sermon Outlines are culled from my diaries. I have released just about

50% of them. I am prayerfully longing to publish the rest before my Homecall. It’s

just in order to encourage diary-writing, I have been gifting over 1000 copies of self-

designed diaries to my friends during the last six years. Testimonies encourage me

though it’s a costly affair these days. God maintains a master diary from the

beginning as a “Book of Remembrance” in which He records our meditations,

fellowship with His people, prayers and activities (Mal 3:16; Psa 56:8; Rev 20:12).

It’s impossible for me to climb the pulpit without neatly handwritten outlines. I

do not hesitate to faircopy any number of times. It pays off. When I planned to

xerox-copy the handwritten lessons I had taught in the Summer Study Programmes

of BYM in 1977, 1978, 1979 and 1984, I wanted to make just 50 copies whereas my

coworkers suggested 100. To my surprise over 2000 copies have been sold out to

date! (4 volumes, titled, Bible Foundation, spiral-bound, totally 400 pages,

A4 size, cased in a rexin pouch, Rs. 500/- per set). I taught these lessons in a

class-room atmosphere, for a total of 28 days, 6 hours per day, by writing with a

chalkpiece on a blackboard.

Writing is of course more difficult than speaking, but what’s documented blesses

generations. Even to make soft copies, you must first write. Several senior servants

of God with deep Biblical insight and devotional depth have left us leaving no

written material. Dear Preacher and Pastor friend, do spend atleast one third of

your ministerial hours in writing. You may find it difficult to start with, but you

would pick up soon if you are sincere and strict. God sent Apostle Paul to prison

often for two reasons: Compulsory Rest & Epistle Writing. Otherwise we would not

have in the New Testament the 5 Prison Epistles, namely Ephesians, Colossians,

Philemon, Philippians and 2 Timothy.
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Handwritten letters have become rare. I have a few of my parents’ letters which

are very precious to me. Lilian also safely keeps some letters from her parents,

especially the one her Dad (1917-2008) wrote to her from Thanjavur proposing me

to her while she was doing Senior House Surgeoncy in Christian Medical College,

Vellore, in 1970. We also keep a few of our love letters exchanged between engagement

and wedding! I have a couple of handwritten letters from men of God like Revivalist

Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994), USA; renowned Bible Teacher David Pawson (1930-

2020), UK; and Poet-Lyricist Vedanayagam Sastriar (1936- ), India. David Pawson

wrote most of his classics with a fountain pen, not even a ballpen. If your parents

are alive, do get a couple of handwritten letters from them which you can treasure
for life. The best wedding gift I received was a sandalwood pen-stand from my

missionary-friend, Mr. K. Ponraj Isaac.

The Oak Meadow School in USA has listed a few advantages of handwriting over

keyboard typing. (1) The brain engages differently when we write something by

hand as opposed to typing or touching a screen. Studies show that writing improves

memory. (2) Engaging the body in writing by hand helps make writing a more

holistic activity. There’s something uniquely physical and multidimensional about

putting pen to paper to form words and sentences. (3) Many writers attest to the

value of a handwritten first-draft and the subsequent process of reading through
and interacting with their writing by annotating, correcting, editing and reshaping

it as a whole. Typing on a screen tempts us instead to edit as we go, fragmenting

and dissecting, and potentially interfering with the organic flow of ideas. (4) With a

pen in hand, there are instantly accessible creative and artistic opportunities that

are not possible to weave into the experience of typing on a keyboard. (5) Handwritten

notes to friends and loved ones are intimate and personal in a way that e-mail and

typewritten text cannot fully convey. Nothing but handwriting can fully represent

the mood and personality of the writer. A handwritten love note is a creative gift to

cherish! (6) While technology and culture is goading us to work faster and more

intensely, tasks such as writing can help us find healthy balance in our work, our

learning and our play.

A final thought: Jesus “wrote” twice on the floor in Jerusalem with His finger (Jn

8:6,8). He would “write” again and that would be on our foreheads when we reach

New Jerusalem (Rev 3:12)!
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