
Introduction to The Synoptic Gospels 
(Part 5 of 6)

The Gospel according to Saint Mark

The plan Mark follows is the least 
systematic of all the Synoptics. The 
preaching of John the Baptist plus the 
baptism and temptation of Jesus make 
up his prelude (1:1 – 13); next comes a 
period of ministry which according to 
occasional hints was in Galilee (1:14 – 
7:23), then a journey by Jesus and his 
apostles to the district of Tyre and Sidon, 
the Decapolis, the neighbourhood of 
Caesarea Philippi and back to Galilee 
(7:24 – 9:50); then lastly the final journey 
through Peraea and Jericho to Jerusalem 
where the Passion and resurrection take 
place (10:1 – 16:8). Apart from individual 
sequences of fact, this broad outline 
itself is purely conventional since it is 
historically probable, and to judge by 
the fourth gospel fairly certain, that Jesus 
visited Jerusalem several times before the 
last Passover of his life. All the same, this 
outline, broad as it is, does trace for us 
an important development which is both 
factually and theologically significant. 

The general public received Jesus warmly 
at first but their enthusiasm waned as they 
found that his meek and other worldly 
conception of the Messiah did not fulfil 
their hopes. As a result, Jesus left Galilee 
to devote himself to the instruction of a 
small group of faithful followers, and the 
profession of faith in Caesarea Philippi 
showed that he had secured their absolute 
allegiance. This was a decisive turning-
point: after it Jerusalem became the focus 
of attention, and it was there that further 
opposition continued mounting only to 
end in the drama of the Passion and in the 
final triumph of the resurrection.

This paradox provides the central interest 
of the second gospel i.e. how Jesus, while 
remaining misunderstood and rejected 
by men, was at the same time God’s 
triumphant envoy. The gospel is not 
particularly concerned with elaborating 
the Master’s teaching and it records few 
his Sayings: the real point of its message 
is the manifestation of the crucified 
Messiah. On the one hand Jesus is the 
Son of God, acknowledged as such by the 
Father (1:11; 9:”7), by the devils (1:24; Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 234
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: All nationa shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 6 January 2020 - SAT 11 January 2020
MON: 1 JN 3:22–4:6, MT 4:12-17, 23-25 TUE: 1 JN 4:7-10, MK 6:34-44 WED: 1 JN 
4:11-18, MK 6:45-52 THU: 1 JN 4:19–5:4, LK 4:14-22 FRI: 1 JN 5:5-13, LK 5:12-16 SAT: 
1 JN 5:14-21, JN 3:22-30

5 January 2020 Year AThe Epiphany of the Lord

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building 
is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. 
For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be closed. Subsequent niche blessings and 
internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche 
blessing and internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put 
on personal protection gears when they enter the columbarium. 

My P@rish 150 - The Parish is producing a book that showcases the Church’s space, people, 
and priests to celebrate our 150th Anniversary. We encourage everyone to participate in this 
community project. You can be a parishioner or a visitor to our church. My P@rish 150 is a 
book about you, for you, and by you.

There are three themes for the book: space, people and priests. They are open to your 
interpretation and definition.
Here are some prompts to help you in your story-telling:
What is your favourite spot in the church — does it inspire or comfort you?
What is your funniest experience within SPP?
Did a priest leave a deep or even life-changing impression on you?

Be free in the way you would like to share your story! Entries may be submitted in the following 
forms: prose, poems, paintings, photos, illustration, or song. Detailed specifications, more 
information and additional prompts may be found at https://www.spp150.com/1st-project
Please submit all entries to myparishspp150@gmail.com. When submitting your entry, please 
include your name, age, gender, handphone number and your email address. Please also include 
the year in which you started to attend mass in SPP. Please submit your article soon.



Please take note of the information printed in 
the 2019-2020 Ordo. The readings for the days 
from Jan 6 - Jan 11 ‘20 were not correctly placed. 
Kindly take note of the information below.
Jan 6 Mon after Epiphany (Psalter week II).
R1 1 Jn 3, 22-4, 6;  Ps 2, 7-8. 10-11.  
Go Mt 4, 12-17. 23-25.
Jan 7 Tue after the Epiphany (Psalter week II).
Or: White. St Raymond of Penyafort, Priest.
R1 1 Jn 4, 7-10;  Ps 71, 1-2. 3-4ab. 7-8. 
Go Mk. 6, 34-44
Jan 8 Wed after the Epiphany (Psalter week II).
R1 1 Jn 4, 11-18;  Ps 71, 1-2. 10-11. 12-13. 
Go Mk 6, 45-52.
Jan 9 Thu after the Epiphany (Psalter week II).
R1 1 Jn 4, 19—5, 4; Ps 71, 1-2. 14 and 15bc. 
17. Go Lk 4, 14-22a
Jan 10 Fri after the Epiphany (Psalter week II).
R1 1 Jn 5, 5-13;  Ps 147, 12-13. 14-15. 19-20. 
Go Lk 5, 12-16.
Jan 11 Sat after the Epiphany (Psalter week II).
R1 1 Jn 5, 14-21;  Ps 149, 1-6. 9.  
Go Jn. 3, 22-30
 
NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

JESUS 4 EVERYONE This season, bear 
witness to the true joy of Christmas - God’s 
promise fulfilled - at any gathering with 
your family or friends. Tell others about 
Jesus. “Lord Jesus, grant me the courage and 
opportunities to share the faith with (insert 
name of family/friend).”

2020!  Let’s get together to RAISE THE 
PRAISE to our God who will lead us into 
the new year.  Join us - and Jesse Manibusan, 
ValLimar Jansen, Fr Kamelus Kamus CICM, 
Fr Edward Lim OCD and Fr Derrick Yap 
OFM to an evening of music and song.  
RAISE THE PRAISE with us - 10 Jan ‘20 

(Fri) Church of St Bernadette 11 Jan ‘20 
(Sat)Church of St Ignatius 7.45 pm (doors 
open 7.30 pm) Contribution: $25 Email: 
canaevents2019@gmail.com or 63384080 or 
69068447 or 91768909

AT HOME RETREAT - (2 choices) 
Journey from Ashes to Easter - a 10-week 
programme based on the Spiritual Exercises 
of St. Ignatius of Loyola to know Jesus more 
intimately in the midst of life’s daily routine. It 
is a school of prayer and a Lenten preparation 
for Easter.  Includes weekly meeting of faith 
sharing, daily prayer with Scripture and 
one spiritual direction by Cenacle Sisters & 
Team. MORNINGS: 20 Feb - 23 Apr (Thu). 
Time:  9.30am to 11.30am (Morning) Venue:  
LaSalle Centre- St. Patrick School – 490 East 
Coast Road OR EVENINGS: 20 Feb - 23 Apr 
(Thu) Time: 7.30-9.30 pm  (Evening) Venue: 
Cana - the Catholic Centre, 55 Waterloo St. 
Contribution:  $250.00

“Marriage is a project to be worked on 
together ... and a process of growth.” - Pope 
Francis (Amoris Laetitia, no. 218, 221).  Good 
marriages can always be made better. To 
deepen and refine your couple relationship, sign 
up for one of the coming Marriage Encounter 
Weekends: 3-5 Jan ‘20; 6-8 Mar ‘20; 20-22 Mar 
(Mandarin) & 1-3 May ‘20. Contact David & 
Clara @ 96705390 or mewkend@gmail.com

PERSONAL MORAL COMPASS 2020 
- By Rev Fr David Garcia, OP. Personal 
Moral Compass is a year long (January to 
December) systematic course on Moral 
Theology. This course is for people who are 
interested in formative foundation of Ethics 
and Moral Theology. This course is organised 
under Caritas Singapore. 

3:11; 5:7) and even by men (15:39); he 
is the Messiah claiming divine rank 
(14:62), higher than the angels (13:32), 
taking on himself the forgiveness of sin 
(2:10), vindicating his power and his 
mission by miracle (1:31; 4:41 etc.) and 
by exorcism (1:27; 3:23f etc.). On the 
other hand the gospel puts great emphasis 
on his apparent frustration at the hands 
of men: the mockery or refusal of the 
public (5:40; 6:2f), the antagonism of the 
Jewish leaders (2:1 – 3:6 etc.), the lack of 
understanding even on his disciples’ part 
(4:13 +) – all the hostile activities that 
were to lead to the shame of the cross. 
It is this ‘scandal’, this refusal, that the 
gospel is intent on explaining. This it 
does not merely by contrasting it with 
the crowning triumph of the resurrection 
but also by showing that the hostility was 
itself an integral part of God’s mysterious 
plan. It was necessary that Christ should 
suffer and so redeem man (10:45; 
14:24), since this had been foretold by 
the scriptures (9:12; 14:21, 49). Both for 
himself (8:31; 9:31; 10:33f) and for his 
own followers (8:34f; 9:35; 10:15, 24f, 
29f, 39; 13:9-13) Jesus laid down a way 
of humility and suffering; but the Jews, 
expecting a victorious warrior – Messiah, 
were ill prepared for this answer to their 
hope, and the reason why Jesus wanted 
silence about his miracles (5:43 etc.) and 
his identity (7:24; 9:30) was to avoid an 
enthusiasm which would have been as ill-
advised as it would have been mistaken. 
Rather than call himself Messiah, 8:29f, 
which would have been too suggestive of 
human dignity, he took the modest and 
mysterious title ‘Son of Man’ (2:10 etc.; 
cf. Mt 8:20+). This cautionary measure is 
what is called ‘the messianic secret’ (Mk 
1:34+) and is a basic idea of Mark’s gospel. 

It was not something Mark had invented: 
it corresponded to that underlying reality 
in Christ’s life of suffering which, in the 
light of a faith finally and fully established 
by the Easter event, the evangelist was 
able to perceive and to place before us for 
our understanding.
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966

PARISH NEWS 

INFANT BAPTISM – The next Infant 
Baptism service will be incorporated into 
11.00am Mass, held on 9 Feb ‘20 (Sun).  
Parents and Godparents are required to 
attend a preparatory session on 8 Feb ‘20 
(Sat) at 3.30pm. Application Forms can be 
obtained from the Parish Office and must be 
submitted by 12 Jan ‘20 (Sun). 

150TH  ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
DINNER. An unforgettable gala event 150 
years in the making. 28 June 2020 (Sunday), 
Orchard Hotel Singapore. Tables now open 
for sale $2000 / $3000 / $5000 ENQUIRIES 
AND SALES Thresa  96930178, thresatoy@
hotmail.com Joanna 97536863 sng.joanna@
gmail.com

CATECHISM CLASS 2020 - class begins 
on 19 January 2020 at 9.30am at Cana, 55 
Waterloo Street, #02-01, Singapore 187954. 
For Enquiries, plse contact parish office. 

ADULT CONFIRMATION 2020 in 
May. Compulsory 3 classes: 29 March, 5 
April & 19 April at 11.00am. Rehearsal: 26 
April @ 12.30pm Closing date: 1 March 
2020 For Enquiry at parish office or email: 
sppccdministry@gmail.com

CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a free 
subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best Catholic resources for 
children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to sppchurch.formed.org. See that the 
name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. 
You’re are ready to enjoy You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! 
FORMED app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

NOTES FROM TALK ON PLENARY 
INDULGENCE by Fr. Edward Lim, 
OCD on 27 July 2019 is now available 
at the SPP 150th Anniversary microsite. 
Please visit https://www.spp150.com/
formation


