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BOA’s Featured Titles

Trouble the Water
Poems by Derrick Austin
Winner of the A. Poulin, Jr. Poetry Prize

Why God Is a Woman

Derrick Austin’s Trouble 
the Water is receiving high 
praise from such places as 
Publishers Weekly, Book-
list, The Rumpus, and 
Pank. In a recent Devil’s 
Lake review, Jacques J. 
Rancourt calls the book 
“rich and rewarding.” He 
continues by saying, “The 
debut poetry book has, 

since perhaps W.D. Snodgrass’s Heart’s Needle, be-
come its own sub-genre: the art of declaring oneself, 
of revealing one’s influences as much as subverting 
those influences into a new and vibrant hybrid. . . . 
Derrick Austin holds his own through the splicing 
and melding of his many poetic selves.”

Poems by Nin Andrews

Mangalesh Dabral’s This 
Number Does Not Exist—
the newest installment 
in BOA’s Lannan Transla-
tions Series—has seen 
much international atten-
tion since its June release. 
Translated from the Hindi, 
the bilingual collection 
was recently reviewed by 
Words Without Borders, 

which notes the author’s “gift for sharing his inner 
life” with a “a spare, concrete language that lends itself 
beautifully to translation.”  According to a new re-
view by The Hindu—one of India’s most prestigious 
newspapers—the collection is “carefully edited and 
beautifully produced,” and the selection of verses 
will please admirers of Dabral’s work while attracting  
and inspiring new readers. . . . Both in the original  
Hindi and in the English renditions, Mangalesh Dabral’s 
voice remains true and honest, an eloquent cry from 
the mountains that echoes in the city.”

We are thrilled to announce 
that Nin Andrews’s book, 
Why God Is a Woman, is 
the winner of the presti-
gious 2016 Ohioana Book 
Award for Poetry, which 
is given by the Ohioana 
Library to books and au-
thors with Ohio roots or 
subjects. This year marks 
the 75th anniversary of 

the awards, which will be presented at the Ohio 
Statehouse in Columbus on Friday, September 23, 
2016. Other poetry finalists include Ross Gay, Tasha 
Golden, William Greenway, and Jeff Gundy. Bestsell-
ing author and YouTube sensation Jen Campbell  
recently filmed a rave video review of the book, 
called “Beautiful Words,” which you can watch here. 

This Number Does Not Exist
Poems by Mangalesh Dabral
Translated from the Hindi

tribute to Al, but also to the many poets, writers, staff, and board members over the past 40 years who 
have contributed in so many ways to the successes BOA celebrates so regularly. It is very satisfying 
to know that BOA makes a meaningful impact and our books continue to resonate in many corners 
of our world.

But, perhaps our greatest tribute and thanks should go to BOA’s many donors over these 40 years. 
Publishing poetry and literary fiction requires financial support, and our donors have been there 
throughout to make our mission possible. This special anniversary year has featured a 40 for 40 
Major Gifts Campaign, asking donors to match a generous $40,000 challenge grant given by the 
Lannan Foundation. This grant proved to be fundamental to the campaign’s success. A number 
of major donors stepped up with significant gifts, and we are proud to announce that we met the 
match—ultimately raising more than $80,000!  The bulk of this funding will, by design, bolster the 
BOA endowment, which will carry us forward for years to come. We are very grateful to the Lannan 
Foundation and the many donors to this campaign for helping to pave the way for BOA’s continued 
success as we prepare to step into our next 40 years.

We were honored to commemorate this milestone with the publication of Li-Young Lee’s The Word  
from His Song, a limited edition chapbook in our BOA Pamphlet series. This wonderful volume, in  
addition to its regular sale through the BOA website, served as a special incentive gift to our donors.

Our anniversary has been, and will continue to be, celebrated in a number of other ways through-
out 2016. BOA was the Presenting Sponsor for this year’s AWP Conference in Los Angeles, where our 
40th was marked by a truly extraordinary poetry reading featuring Michael Waters, Li-Young Lee, 
Nikola Madzirov, Aracelis Girmay, and Jillian Weise. The event began with the premiere of our 40th 
anniversary documentary-style film, and was followed by a packed cocktail party reception.

BOA’s history was honored with a remarkable University of Rochester exhibit, entitled BOA Editions: 
40 years of Connecting Writers with Readers, which carried items from the BOA archives. The exhibit 
was kicked off with a BOA poetry reading by prominent members of the Rochester, BOA, and 
University communities.

40 Years of BOA: a Note from Our Board Chair

It is an extraordinary pleasure to reflect on 
40 years of BOA as a small, independent, not-
for-profit literary press. Officially founded on 
July 4, 1976—while our nation was celebrat-
ing its bi-centennial as the land of the free 
and home of the brave—BOA’s founder Al 
Poulin made it clear that the press would 
celebrate freedom and bravery in publishing 
contemporary poetry and literature.

40 years later, BOA is thriving in the field 
of literary publication with a national and 
international following. This is, of course, a 

Poet Gerald Stern—who attended BOA’s Bryant Park 
event—with BOA poet Michael Waters, Publisher 
Peter Conners, and BOA poet Erika Meitner. 

BOA’s nationwide festivities continued on July 5, 2016—
this time in New York City—with a BOA 40th Anniversary 
Poetry Reading at the renowned Bryant Park Reading 
Room. Held exactly one day after BOA officially turned 
40, this was a very special birthday party, complete with 
cake and lemonade! Our poets added a great deal to the  
celebratory spirit by sharing their unsolicited thoughts 
about what BOA means to them and how grateful they 
are for the wonderful work being done by the BOA staff 
and board. Many, many thanks to Jeanne Marie Beaumont, 
Aracelis Girmay, Erika Meitner, Craig Morgan Teicher, and 
Michael Waters for making this evening so special. The poems 
they shared were often astonishing and will resonate with 
the many folks in attendance for some time.

Our yearlong celebration will continue into the fall with 
the September BOA Benefit Birthday Bash in Rochester—
which will feature BOA poet Janice N. Harrington—and 
with a BOA Anniversary Reading in October at the 2016 
Twin Cities Book Festival in St. Paul, Minneapolis.

As you can tell, we’ve been excited to mark this milestone in BOA’s history. 40 years of top-level literary 
publication deserves commemoration. It has been a remarkable journey, and we are very grateful 
to have had your good company along the way.  

—Jack Langerak, BOA Board Chair
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BOA’s Mission
BOA Editions, Ltd., a not-for-profit publisher of poetry and other literary works, fosters readership 
and appreciation of contemporary literature. By identifying, cultivating, and publishing both new 
and established poets and selecting authors of unique literary talent, BOA brings high quality 
literature to the public.

BOA Editions, Ltd.
250 North Goodman Street
Suite 306
Rochester, New York 14607
www.boaeditions.org
585.546.3410

BOA Events

Good Luck Restaurant
Rochester, New York

BOA Staff

BOA Board of Directors
Jack Langerak, Board Chair 
Boo Poulin, Honorary Vice Chair
Christopher Cebula, Treasurer
Cindy W. Rogers, Secretary
Marijana Ababovic
Angela Bonazinga
Bernadette Catalana
Anne Coon
Jonathan Everitt
Grant Holcomb
Hon. Teresa D. Johnson
Chandra V. McKenzie
Peter Monacelli
Steven O. Russell

Peter Conners
Publisher

Melissa Hall
Director of Development and Operations

Jenna Fisher
Director of Marketing and Production

Looking for an author event near you? Check out our 
interactive Author Events Map for the latest listings 
of BOA author events and readings taking place all 
over the country (and world)!

BOA Author Events

BOA Supporters
Click here to see the most current list of our 
generous donors and supporters. 

Help support our mission: 

Make a donation!

Publications by BOA Editions, Ltd. are made possible in 
part by the New York State Council on the Arts with the 
support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York 
State Legislature.

Stay Connected—Keep in Touch

Brenda Shaughnessy to Judge 16th Poulin Prize

With the 16th annual A. Poulin, Jr. Poetry Prize just around 
the corner, we are thrilled to announce that renowned poet 
Brenda Shaughnessy will judge this year’s contest. BOA will 
accept first-book poetry manuscripts for the prize from 
August 1 - November 30, 2016.

Brenda Shaughnessy was born in Okinawa, Japan, and grew 
up in Southern California. She is the author of So Much Synth 
(Copper Canyon, 2016); Our Andromeda (2012), a finalist 
for the international Griffin Poetry Prize; Human Dark with 
Sugar (2008), winner of the James Laughlin Award; and  
Interior with Sudden Joy (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1999). The 
recipient of a 2013 Guggenheim award, her poems have 
appeared in Best American Poetry, McSweeney’s, The New 

Yorker, The Paris Review, The Yale Review, and elsewhere. She is currently Associate Professor of 
English, and teaches in the MFA Program, at Rutgers University-Newark.

An annual competition, the A. Poulin, Jr. Poetry Prize is awarded to honor a poet’s first book, while 
also honoring the late founder of BOA Editions. The winner for the 16th annual prize, to be announced 
in spring 2017, will receive a $1,500 honorarium and book publication by BOA Editions in spring 
2018 within The A. Poulin, Jr. New Poets of America Series. A foreword for the winning book will  
also be written by Brenda Shaughnessy.

Keep an eye out for contest updates and results on the A. Poulin, Jr. Poetry Prize submissions page, 
the BOA Blog, and our Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram pages. There has never been a better to 
time to get involved with BOA. 

On September 25, 2016, BOA will celebrate its 40th 
anniversary with a Benefit Birthday Bash! The event 
will feature award-winning author Janice N. Harrington, 
whose new book Primitive: The Art and Life of Horace 
H. Pippin, will be released by BOA in October 2016.

3:00 - 4:00PM: Art & Poetry Talk with the Author

Janice N. Harrington will discuss the forces that drive 
us to make art, and ways that the artist Horace H.  
Pippin provokes memory and intense engagement 
with history and the sensual world. 
(VIP Experience ticket holders)

4:30 - 7:00PM: Poetry Reading & Birthday Bash

Poetry reading from Primitive, followed by a birthday 
party with exquisite hors d’oeuvres, drinks, birthday 
cake and desserts, discounted books, and more!

Christian Barter Wins Isabella Gardner Poetry Award
We are proud to announce that Christian Barter has been awarded 
the Isabella Gardner Poetry Award for his forthcoming collection, 
Bye-Bye Land. His book will be published by BOA Editions in 
spring 2017 within the American Poets Continuum Series. This 
award is given by BOA biennially to a poet with a new book of 
exceptional merit. Manuscripts are solicited; there is no formal 
submission process for this award.

Poet, actress, and Associate Editor of Poetry magazine, Isabella 
Gardner (1915-1981) published five celebrated collections of 
poetry, and was the first recipient of the New York State Walt 
Whitman Citation of Merit for Poetry. She championed the 
work of young and gifted poets, helping many of them find 
publication. This award carries an honorarium of $1,000 and is 
sponsored by the Gardner Charitable Trust.

A book-length poem, Bye-Bye Land is a collection of voices in dialogue with each other—overheard, 
remembered, and internal—that represents a mind at work as it considers the destructiveness of  
human nature and the hypocrisy bred in the bones of American venture. Voices taken from personal 
conversations, political speeches, Guantanamo detainees, news, and poets fill these pages,  
ultimately capturing a world of disrupted beauty and unrealized potential.

Christian Barter is the author of two previous books of poetry: In Someone Else’s House, winner of 
the 2014 Maine Literary Award; and The Singers I Prefer, a Lenore Marshall Prize finalist. A former 
Hodder Fellow in poetry at Princeton University, Barter is currently serving as the first-ever Poet 
Laureate of Acadia National Park, in honor of the centennial year of both Acadia and the National 
Park Service.
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