
WHEELING PARK DISTRICT 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
MAY 18, 2021 

 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Wheeling Park District, Cook and 
Lake Counties, Illinois, was held in the Room 206 of the Community Recreation Center, 100 
Community Blvd., Wheeling, Illinois. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Stein, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
The following Commissioners were present when the roll was called: B. Lichtenberger, M. Burns, 
P. Zangara, J. Whittington, I. Brubaker, and S. Stein.   
 
Commissioner C. Klumpp was absent. 
 
Staff members present were Jan Buchs, Executive Director; Matt Wehby, Deputy Director; Amy 
Rivas, Director of Administrative Services; Juan Acevedo, Superintendent of Marketing and 
Communications; and Marcia Jendreas, Recording Secretary. 
 
Also present was resident Dagmara Kalinowski. 
 
AGENDA – ADDITIONS/DELETIONS/CORRECTIONS - None 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
  
Commissioner Lichtenberger moved, seconded by Commissioner Burns, to approve the Consent 
Agenda as follows: 
 
 A.  Approval of Minutes of Regular Meeting of May 4, 2021 
 
On the roll call, the vote was as follows: 
 
AYE:   B. Lichtenberger, M. Burns, P. Zangara, J. Whittington, I. Brubaker, S. Stein 
NAY:  None 
ABSTAIN: None  
ABSENT:  C. Klumpp 
 
Motion carried. 
 
UNFINISHED OR CONTINUING BUSINESS  
 
Presentation of the Restore Illinois Bridge Plan – Park District Operations 
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Executive Director Buchs stated that Illinois moved into the Restore Illinois Bridge Plan to Phase 
5 on May 14.  She explained that the Bridge Plan is a 28 day monitoring period before moving 
into Phase 5. Ms. Buchs noted staff has been working on incorporating the Bridge Plan into the 
Park District’s operations for quite some time. She said there are several Federal and State agencies 
involved with providing guidelines for this plan, namely the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH), Illinois Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity (IDCEO), and Restore Illinois.  The Governor of Illinois updated his 
Executive Order on May 17, but there are still many guidelines not yet defined and staff is waiting 
for updates. 
 
Regarding Chevy Chase and Rob Roy golf operations, Ms. Buchs said there are no changes in the 
guidelines right now, and the golf courses are very busy.  Social events have increased to 250 
guests indoors and 500 outdoors.   
 
Deputy Director Wehby noted that staff is doing the best they can with the information being 
provided from the Governor’s office, but there are still a lot of areas that need clarification.  He 
reported on recreation programs and said there can now be the lesser of 50% room capacity or 100 
guests.  Maximum groups of 100 with multiple groups permissible, can be held outdoors.  There 
can be 925 guests within the black fenced area of the pavilion for festivals and general events; 
Health & Fitness Center can have 60% capacity or 120 guests; group exercise programs can allow 
50 or fewer indoors and 100 outdoors; and general social events can allow 250 guests indoors and 
500 outdoors. 
 
Regarding the Heritage Park Sports Complex, Deputy Director Wehby said there can be 30 people 
per 1,000 sq. ft. or 1,004 guests in addition to the players on the fields. He noted that athletic 
leagues, tournaments and games follow the All Sports Policy for game play rules. The indoor pool 
can have 100 bathers or 60% capacity with no masks required for fully vaccinated or during swim 
activities, and shared equipment must be sanitized frequently.  Also, the Family Aquatic Center 
has no capacity limits but groups are limited to 100 with multiple groups allowed.  Shared 
equipment should be sanitized frequently and there must be six-foot social distancing in line.  
Deputy Director Wehby said that there will be simplified menu options at the concession stand.   
 
In conclusion, Ms. Buchs stated that Illinois is anticipated to move to Phase 5 on June 11, at which 
time there will be no capacity limits.  The rules on mask wearing for unvaccinated guests is still 
unclear at this time. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
2021-2022 Board Committee Appointments 
 
President Stein announced that she was making the following 2021-2022 Board Committee 
appointments: 
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Administration Committee – Chair Burns, Member Brubaker, Staff Member Buchs 
Future Planning Committee – Chair Lichtenberger, Member Zangara, Staff Member Buchs 
Intergovernmental and Community Relations Committee – Chair Klumpp, Members Whittington 
and Stein, Staff Member Buchs 
Village of Wheeling Liaison – President Stein 
School Districts Liaison – Commissioner Klumpp 
 
Commissioner Burns moved, seconded by Commissioner Brubaker, that the aforementioned 
committee assignments be accepted and ratified for the 2021-2022 year. 
 
On the roll call, the vote was as follows: 
 
AYE:   B. Lichtenberger, M. Burns, P. Zangara, J. Whittington, I. Brubaker, S. Stein 
NAY:  None 
ABSTAIN: None  
ABSENT:  C. Klumpp 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Authorization of Audit Services Agreement 
 
Deputy Director Wehby explained that the completion of the FY2020 independent audit concluded 
a three-year commitment to Sikich, LLP (Sikich) as the Park District’s independent auditor.  Given 
the high quality of work provided by Sikich, staff requested they provide a proposal for future 
services.  Deputy Director Wehby highlighted details of the proposal and said Sikich kept its fees 
low, with minimal (3%) increases.  Sikich is able to do this given their knowledge of the District’s 
finances, and the manner and detail in which staff provides Sikich with the necessary documents.   
 
Deputy Director Wehby said that staff is seeking Board consensus to retain Sikich as the Park 
District’s independent auditor for the FY2021 – FY2023 audits.   
 
Commissioner Lichtenberger moved, seconded by Commissioner Whittington, to authorize the 
Executive Director to enter into an agreement on behalf of the Park District for independent auditor 
services with Sikich, LLP for FY2021 – FY2023 for an amount not to exceed $75,769. 
 
On the roll call, the vote was as follows: 
 
AYE:   M. Burns, P. Zangara, J. Whittington, I. Brubaker, B. Lichtenberger, S. Stein 
NAY:  None 
ABSTAIN: None  
ABSENT:  C. Klumpp 
 
Motion carried. 
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Ratification of Natural Gas Utility Agreements 
 
Deputy Director Wehby advised that the Wheeling Park District’s natural gas agreements are set 
to expire later this year.  Currently, the District is paying fixed rates of $0.282, $0.295, and $0.305 
per therm on the District’s three accounts.  This has been a good deal for the District, but as energy 
prices start to rise, it is time to reevaluate the District’s agreement.  Deputy Director Wehby said 
he met with the Park District’s utilities consultant Hans Herrmann, of Alternative Utility Services, 
Inc. and Mr. Herrmann believes gas prices will continue to rise and it is in the District’s best 
interest to take advantage of today’s rates and lock in a new fixed rate for the next three years.   
 
Deputy Director Wehby said that the District was presented with an offer of $0.338, $0.321 and 
$0.333 per therm for their three accounts.  While these rates are higher than the current contract 
rates, it is the opinion of Mr. Herrmann that rates will continue to climb and given that the District’s 
current rates expire in 2021, it is in the best interest of the District to lock in the rates immediately. 
 
Deputy Director Wehby explained that as authorized by Chapter 6, Section 6.23 of the 
Administrative Policy Manual, the Executive Director, on April 7, authorized the signing of a 
three-year, fixed-rate agreement for natural gas upon the advice of the District’s energy consultant, 
due to the expected increases in energy costs.  This new agreement will begin with the September 
2021 billing cycle, when the existing agreement expires. 
 
Commissioner Burns moved, seconded by Commissioner Zangara, to ratify Wheeling Park 
District’s gas contracts with Constellation New Energy, through the August 2024 billing cycle. 
 
On the roll call, the vote was as follows: 
 
AYE:  P. Zangara, J. Whittington, I. Brubaker, B. Lichtenberger, M. Burns, S. Stein 
NAY:  None 
ABSTAIN: None  
ABSENT:  C. Klumpp 
 
Motion carried. 
 
FINANCE 
 
Treasurer’s Report – April 2021 
 
Deputy Director Wehby reviewed the funds and answered questions from Commissioners. 
 
Voucher List  
 
Commissioner Burns moved, seconded by Commissioner Brubaker, to approve the Voucher List 
dated May 18, 2021, in the amount of $241,984.59. 
 
On the roll call, the vote was as follows: 
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AYE: J. Whittington, I. Brubaker, B. Lichtenberger, M. Burns, P. Zangara S. Stein 
NAY:  None 
ABSTAIN:  None 
ABSENT:  C. Klumpp 
 
Motion carried. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS - None 
 
VERBAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Staff: Director Rivas noted that summer recruiting and hiring is ongoing. 
 
Deputy Director Wehby advised that summer camps are showing very good numbers with 226 
children on Monday/Wednesday/Friday and 185 children on Tuesday/Thursday.  He explained 
that seasonal membership passes, as well as a ten-punch pass, will be offered for the Family 
Aquatic Center.  The seasonal passes are good for the 2021 season only – Memorial Day to Labor 
Day.  Regarding Fitness Center membership, Deputy Director Wehby reported that there are 
currently 1,715 members and the center is averaging 151 visits per day. 
 
Executive Director Buchs reported that the District is moving forward with the Avalon-Sienna 
playground, and the neighborhood listening session will take place at the park, on June 2, at 6:00 
p.m., weather permitting. 
 
Board: Commissioners expressed positive comments about locking in the new gas utility rates, 
entertainment at the Heritage Park Performance Pavilion, and return of the concert series.  They 
thanked staff for all their work on the Restore Illinois Bridge Plan in regard to Park District 
operations.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Commissioner Burns moved, seconded by Commissioner 
Zangara, to adjourn the meeting at 7:57 p.m.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jan Buchs, Secretary 
Approved this 1st day of June 2021 
Board of Commissioners 
Wheeling Park District 


