
 
 
 
 

 

 

Mar. 3 Breakfast Club, 10 a.m. 
 

Mar. 6 Ash Wednesday Worship Service, 

 7 p.m. 
 

Mar. 10 Daylight Savings Time Begins 
 

  Youth Sunday 
 

  Organist Daniel Chang in Concert,  

 4 p.m. 
 

Mar. 13, 20, 27, April 3 & 10  

 Taize Worship Services &  

 Soup Suppers, 6 p.m. 
 

Mar. 15 All-Ages Spring Game Night 
 

April 1 Hillis Scholarship Applications Due 
 

Apr. 14 Palm Sunday Breakfast 
 

Apr. 18 Maundy Thursday Worship, 7 p.m. 
 

Apr. 19 Good Friday Stations of the Cross, 

 7 a.m.-7p.m. 
 

Apr. 20 Easter Egg Hunt, 10 a.m. 
 

Apr. 21 Easter Sunday Worship: 

 7 a.m. Flowering of the Cross 

 8:45 a.m. Traditional 

 11 a.m. Contemporary 
 

Apr.  26 Youth Auction 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

Tidings 
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Shrove Tuesday  
 
 

This year, instead of a dinner at church, pick up a pancake kit  
from church and host a Shrove Tuesday dinner in your own home!  
Invite your friends, neighbors, and family (talent show optional)!  

 

We’d love for you to take photos at your  
dinner and post them to #fpghlent. 

Pancake kits are available in the church office.  
 

                                    Shrove Tuesday is March 5 

Reworked 

Season of Lent  

Worship  
 

 

Ash Wednesday Worship Service 
7:00 p.m. 

Join us for a service to prepare ourselves for Lent.  
Those who wish may receive the sign of the cross  

on their wrist or forehead. 
 

Taizé Worship Services 
Wednesdays, March 13 - April 10 

 

Taize services begin at 6:00 p.m. in the chapel followed by a community  
soup supper in the lounge.  Join us for one service or every week.  

All-Ages Spring Game Night 

Friday, March 15 
 
Come and join us for a fun-filled night of 
games and activities for all ages!  We will 
have Euchre matches, Bunco, Bingo, board 
games, puzzles, and more for young and old 

alike. Pizza and beverages will be provided, and you are 
welcome to bring an appetizer or snack if you wish.   
 

No reservations necessary—just show up ready to enjoy!  The fun be-
gins at 6:00 p.m. Highlight March 15 on your calendar!   
 

All ages are welcome and encouraged to come.   

 

Sunday, March 10 
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Prayer Concerns:  
Tom Braak, June Lindberg,  
Sue Roper, Flo Sluiter, Carol Winton,  
Gerry VanStratt, and our service men 
and women 

 

Our Sympathy: 
 to Tom and Mary Wood on the death 
of Tom’s mother, Evelyn Wood, on 
February 2, 2019.  

 

 to Sandy Beute, on the death of  
her husband, Harvey Beute, on  
February 8, 2019.  

 

 to Cheryl & Steve Poel on the death 
of Cheryl’s mother, Pamela Rose 
Potter, on February 12, 2019. 

 

 to Lauren and Clark Baker and family 
on the death of Lauren’s father,  
Steven Pofahl, on February 15, 2019. 

 

Congratulations! 
 to Rob and Gail Miner on the birth of 
their granddaughter, Amelia, on  
February 21, 2019. Proud parents are 
Eric and Jenny Miner of Omaha, NE. 

  

Thank you:  

The Deacons thank everyone who has 
contributed jewelry, beanie babies and 
candy to use as prizes when we play 
Bingo with the residents of Medilodge 
at the Shore. Those items are greatly 
appreciated. Thanks again! 

In Our Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every month, we publish birthdays 

of our members and friends who  

are no longer able to come to church 

regularly. Bless their special day 

with a card from their church family! 

 

 

 Mar. 4 Mary Lou Bender 

 11355 168th Avenue 

 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

 Mar. 11 Flo Sluiter 

 1410 S. Ferry Street, D-8 

 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

 Mar. 12 Barbara Race 

 321 Grand Avenue 

 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
  

 Apr. 23 Margaret Linebaugh 

 1410 S. Ferry Street, G-18 

 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

 Apr. 25 Muriel Mersereau 

 18525 Woodland Ridge Dr. 

 Room 31 

 Spring Lake, MI 49456 

Each month, the Mission Committee 
collects non-perishable food and 
household goods for different local 
food pantries.  
 

This month’s donations will go to 
The Salvation Army. Special 
requests are for:  

 Pancake mix  

 Syrup 

 Hamburger Helper 

 Spaghetti sauce 

 Canned tuna 

 Cereal 

 Ramen noodles 

 Canned fruit 

 Mac & cheese 

 Toilet paper 

 Bar soap 
 

Please bring donations 
to the designated spot  
in the Gathering Area.  
 
Thank you!  
 

March 
Food Collection 

 

 

Save the Date!  
 

for the 
3rd Annual  

Golf Scramble 
“Fun”Raiser 

on Sunday, June 23, 2019!  
 

All proceeds will go to the  
Joyful Noise Playground  

Equipment Fund 

Substitute Ushers 
and Greeters Wanted 

Thank you to 

all of our  

faithful greeters 

and ushers—

your service is  

important not 

only in making Sunday mornings run 

smoothly, but you make a great first 

impression on our visitors! 
 

We are currently looking for people 

willing to fill in for those on vacation 

or who are sick. If you would like 

your name put on a substitute usher 

or greeter list, please contact  the 

church office at 616-842-6760, or 

knienhouse@fpgh.org. Thank you! 

How Can I… 
 

Volunteer to cook dinner for 
Youth Group? 

 Go to our Sign Up Genius Page: 
 https://bit.ly/2EfNB5b  

or contact Maddie Lambert: 
mlambert@fpgh.org or 842-6760 

  

 Join the Choir?  
Contact Maryanne Beery: 
mbeery@fpgh.org or 
616-842-6760  
 

 Read Scripture in Worship?
Contact Rob Andersen: 
randersen@fpgh.org 
 

 Sponsor Sunday Morning  
Chancel Flowers? 
Contact Sue Ochs: 
231– 780-3717or s2123@aol.com 
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From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

As  our calendars turn to 
March, our lives should be turning 
towards Lent, the 40-day season of 
penitence in preparation for Easter.  
In our crazy busy world where  
calendars are dictated far more by 
work, school, extracurricular  
activities, and vacations, it may seem 
foreign to submit to this weeks-long 
period of preparation. Strange, yes, 
but worthwhile, absolutely.  
 
This Lent brings us some familiar 
rhythms and some changes as well. 
Shrove Tuesday (Mardi Gras for our 
Francophiles) is on March 5. We have 
packed bags of pancake mix for you 
to bring home and have a pancake 
meal in your home, inviting other 
church members, friends, or neigh-
bors to your house to share life. This 
is meant to be both the gift of  
hospitality and an act of preparation 
for Lent. The following day is Ash 
Wednesday, and we will hold a  
worship service in our sanctuary at 
7:00. We have been designing the 
service to engage people of all ages, 
and so we hope you’ll carve out the 
time to begin Lent with us in worship. 
Throughout the weeks of Lent on 
Wednesdays we will have our Taizé 

worship services, followed by a  
simple soup supper. These meditative 
services, I find, are a dose of calm and 
peace in the midst of a harried life. 
Finally, on many Sundays in Lent, 
we’ll take a look at what Richard  
Foster calls “The Outward Disciplines.” 
These are simple acts of discipleship 
that lead us closer to God’s own heart 
for the world. This year, we’ll be talk-
ing about the disciplines of simplicity, 
solitude, submission, and service.  
 
It has been around two months since 
Pastor Jill and her family headed to 
their next call in Colorado. I am so 
grateful for the pastoral assistance I 
have received from Dale Swihart,  
Riley Jensen, Jessica Hauser Brydon, 
Marcia Wallinga, and Scott Stanley. 
We are so blessed to have so many 
wonderful pastoral presences in our 
community. I am also grateful for the 
concern expressed from members of 
the church about how the staff and I 
are holding up in this transition. We 
are humming along, and we are hope-
ful for this next chapter of ministry 
coming our way. I have been connected 
with our Associate Pastor Nominating 
Committee, and they are doing great 
work. This really is the quiet stage of 
their work, and as soon as they have 

news, they will share it with you. 
Please pray for them and for the 
church in this season of ministry. 
 
March begins with our Session doing 
visioning work with Kevin Ford from 
TAG Consulting, who was with us 
last fall. We have been working on 
our Core Values, and we will use 
those to project a clear ministry  
direction for the foreseeable future.  
I am so impressed with our elders. 
They are leaders. They love the 
church. They are excited to see how 
God will use First Presbyterian 
Church in the next decade and  
beyond. We ask a lot of our elders,  
so do pray for them, particularly as 
they meet to discern God’s calling in 
the near future.  
 
Finally, March marks two years of 
our ministry together. Happy  
Anniversary! Time flies, but I am 
glad to feel at home in Grand Haven. 
I’m looking forward to a great third 
year.   
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Troy 

From the Session  

News From the February Session Meeting 
 

Stay in the loop about the actions of your Session! Following is a synopsis of 
the main points of the last Session meeting. If you would like more  
detail, the Session minutes are posted on our website at www.fpgh.org 
 

Highlights: 
 Heard a presentation from Do More Good, a new non-profit interested in 

collaborating with us in using the Fifth Street house for good in the  
community. Session has directed the Trustees to examine the logistical 
questions surrounding a potential partnership and to see if this is a path 
God is calling us to go down. No decisions have been made yet. 

 Approved use of Alpha Funds to engage in Intergenerational Ministry,  
with a pilot group being formed in the coming weeks to work with a coach 
in this ministry area 

 Approved the Session Covenant 
 Approved the annual statistical report 

It is our joy to serve Christ as the Session of First Presbyterian Church.  
Keep us in your prayers. 

From the APNC 

Search Committee  
Updates 

 

The APNC is working hard on getting 
to know our candidates better and on 
showing them what a great ministry is 
here at First Presbyterian. Progress is 
being made, but this is a time where 
not much news can be reported. We 
have gone to see candidates preach in 
other contexts and have been building 
relationships with them. We look  
forward to seeing what God has in 
store in the weeks to come.   

 

Members of the APNC: 
Kim Beber, Barb Butterworth, Meghan  
Heritage, Keith Konarska, Ron Mass,  
Mark McCloskey, and Maddy Olson 
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In Our Church/Outreach 

Tidings article deadline for April 2019 issue: March 18, 2019 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or staff@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
Grounds Team 

 

Believe it or not, the growing season is just around the corner, and we need your help in keeping the church grounds  
looking beautiful! 
 

Our Grounds Team has divided the church yard into ten areas. We are looking for one person or group to take one area 
to care for over the growing season and then prepare it for winter. 
 

The grounds have been divided into these ten areas: 

 Clinton Street entry area - raised bed and area under stained 
glass window 

 Clinton Street entry area - west side 
 5th Street/Memorial Garden, north side 

 5th Street/Memorial Garden, south side 
 Corner 5th/Franklin along Chapel and around sign 
 Franklin Street - along lounge windows 
 Franklin Street main entry area 
 Franklin Street - area around wooden doors 
 East side of building, including entry area 
 All grassy areas - work with maintenance director to keep 

lawns healthy. This may include hiring professional help  
to aerate and overseed as necessary. We currently hire out  
the fertilizing. 

 

Grounds Team members are asked to keep their area free of weeds and trim the landscaping as necessary.  
Our maintenance director, Dan Coulier, will be available to answer any questions.  
 

Recruit a friend or your family and adopt one of the areas to help keep the grounds looking great! To sign up to care for 

an area, contact the office or Kelli Jullie at kjullie@fpgh.org. 

Support for Tom Braak 
 

For many years, First Presbyterian Church has been a supporter of Tom Braak and 
Faith in Action International and their important work in Haiti. As most of you know, 
Tom was in a horrible accident last fall, and as a result, is not able to return to his 
work with FIAI. Although currently living in Grand Haven, Tom and his family plan 
to move back to Haiti when it is safe for them to do so.  
 

For anyone who would like to support Tom and his family as they transition back to 
Haiti, they can do so by making a PayPal deposit, or by sending a check to his sister 
Susan who is the custodian for an account being funded by individuals for Tom.   
 

The PayPal account where the family may accept monetary gifts on Tom's behalf is in the name of Susan Portillos.  
Checks may be made out to Susan Portillos and sent to at 10701 Cherry Court, Thornton, CO, 80233. Tom’s family  
consults with each other and with Tom on how to best use these funds. Any donation would be very much appreciated.  
  

For questions, please email Susan Portillos at: susanspatime@gmail.com. 
  

Some ways that monies are being used are for anything medically-related, housing, and other things that wouldn't be 
needed if not for Tom's accident. Thank you for your generosity! 

mailto:susanspatime@gmail.com
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Community Artist & Speaker Series 
of First Presbyterian Church  

 

Daniel Chang, 
AGO Young Organist 
Sunday, March 10, 4:00 p.m. 

 

A native of San Francisco, California, 

Daniel Chang is a Master’s degree  

candidate in the studio of David Higgs 

at the Eastman School of Music.  

He began his music studies at the San 

Francisco Conservatory of Music’s  

Preparatory Department where he stud-

ied composition with Michael Kaulkin 

and piano with June Choi Oh. He con-

tinued his education at the San Francisco Conservatory for a B.M.A. in compo-

sition with David Conte and studied piano with Alla Gladysheva. At Eastman, 

Daniel was recently awarded the Gerald Barnes Organ Prize for Excellence in 

Pipe Organ.  
 

The next C.A.S. event is a presentation of the opera Susannah, by the West 

Michigan Opera Project on May 5, at 4:00 p.m.  
 

All of the Community Artist events are free and open to the public. 

2019 Per Capita 
 

Per-capita is a charge we pay to  
the Presbytery each year for every  
member of our congregation. The 
amount for this year is $32.20. 
 

Please prayerfully consider paying 
the per-capita amount for each per-
son in your family who is a church 
member. Thank you! 
 

for FAQs, visit: http://
lakemichiganpresbytery.org/faq/per
-capita/ 

Scholarship 
Applications  

 

Applications for scholarships to  

be awarded this spring are now 

available in the church office or on 

the high school page of our website 

(www.fpgh.org). 
 

 James and Lois Hillis Fund 

awards scholarships to students 

going on to any type of post high 

school education or training. 
 

 

Applications are due in the church 

office no later than April 1, 2019.   

 

In Our Church/Outreach 

Check Out Our 
New Nursing Room! 

 

The construction is (mostly) done! 

Come and check out the newly  

remodeled nursing room (formerly 

known as the bride’s room). 
 

The room features a new bathroom,  

a changing table, rocking chair, as 

well as a video monitor that will  

live-stream the worship service.  
 

We hope you enjoy this newly  

repurposed room! 

Special Offering: 
One Great Hour of Sharing 

 

All around the world we see people whose homes and even loved ones have 
been washed away by hurricanes and floods, people trapped in systems of  
injustice and oppression, and people who will go to bed tonight hungry or 
without a roof over their heads. Since 1949 during the season of Lent,  
Presbyterians have joined with other Christians to share God’s love in a  
special offering. Through our giving we offer an outward sign of thanksgiving 
for the presence of Christ in our lives to be used in three ways: 
 

 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (presbyterianmission.org/pda) 
-  receives 32% of funds raised 
-  works alongside communities as they recover and find hope after the  
 devastation of natural and human-caused disasters, and gives support 
 for refugees  

 

 Presbyterian Hunger Program (presbyterianmission.org/hunger) 
 -  receives 36% of funds raised 
 -  takes action to alleviate hunger, care for creation, and resolve the  

 systemic causes of poverty so all may be fed 
 

 Self-Development of People (presbyterianmission.org/sdop) 
-  receives 32% of funds raised 
-  invests in communities responding to their experiences of oppression, 
 poverty and injustice 

 

Please generously share your blessings by contributing to the One Great Hour 
of Sharing special offering. Envelopes will be provided in the pews or you can 
text OGH to 20222. 
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Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon, Senior Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Laura Burns, Children’s Ministries Director 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Maddie Lambert, Youth & Young Adult Ministries Director 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

First Presbyterian Church  

of Grand Haven 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 

Grand Haven, MI  49417 
 

Phone: 616.842.6760 

Fax: 616.842.5979 
 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 

8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 

We’re Halfway There! 
 

Keep saving your D&W 
(and all SpartanNash) 
receipts—we’re half-
way to our goal! 
 

Direct Your Dollars is a 
receipt-based program, 
which means you can help raise mon-
ey simply by shopping at D&W and 
saving your receipts. Once we’ve col-
lected $150,000 in receipts, we can 
those slips of paper into a $1,000 
check for Joyful Noise! 
 

You may bring receipts directly to the 
Joyful Noise office, or drop them off 
in the church office. (Note: to get 
credit, we need the whole receipt) 

Wednesday, March 13 
4:30-6:30 p.m. 
at the 
Loutit District Library 

Joyful Noise Christian Childcare is 
holding it’s third annual Pizza and Books event serving underserved  
children in our community! 

The free event will be held at the Loutit District Library and offers free 
books, reading encouragement, and a pizza dinner. 

Joyful Noise is welcoming book donations for this event. If you would like 
to donate, simply drop off new children’s books (ages infant—8 years) to 
the Joyful Noise office, or in the box in the church office. Donations may 
be made until early March. 
 

We’re so excited to share our love of literacy with children in our community! 

Attend a Christian Summer Camp 
Check Out Our Youth Camp Project! 

 

Established by a generous donor, the Youth Camp Project provides the opportunity for all children and youth of area 
Presbyterian churches to attend a Christian summer camp. For only the cost of the registration fee, all students in K-12th 
grades are encouraged to attend one of the following summer camps: 
 

 Grace Adventures in Mears, MI 
 Camp Henry in Newaygo, MI 
 Camp Geneva in Holland, MI 

 
For more information and an application form, contact Children’s Ministries Director, Laura Burns (lburns@fpgh.org), 
or Youth Director, Maddie Lambert (mlambert@fpgh.org). 

 Camp Roger in Rockford, MI 
 Lake Louise in Boyne Falls, MI 
 Camp Greenwood in Gowen, MI  
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Youth Ministries 

Youth Auction Donations Needed! 
 

Mark your calendars for this year’s youth auction on Friday, April 26!  
 

We are currently seeking donations for our annual silent and live auctions. 
Thank you to all who have generously donated in the past. If you need an idea 
of what to donate, some previous auctioned items have been: 

 A day of guided duck hunting 
 Private collection bourbon tasting 
 Week stay in Orange Beach, FL 
 Michigan State home game tickets 
 Coast Guard and Fourth of July Parking  
 Red Wings tickets 
 Works of art 

 

Tickets for the auction are $20, which includes entry into the event at the  
Grand Haven Community Center and a fully catered dinner. A cash bar will be 
available. Tickets for the event can be purchased online at:  
https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/4049573 
 

All proceeds go towards youth mission and service projects. This summer we 
are headed to St. Louis!  

 

Youth Group: 
Save These Dates! 

 
Sunday, March 10:  

Youth Sunday 

 

Sunday, March 24:  

St. Louis mission 

trip permission 

slips and payment due. 

 

Sundays, March 31 & April 7 

No Youth Group—Enjoy your  

spring break! 

 

Friday, April 26:  

Youth Auction at the Community 

Center beginning at 5:30 pm. 

Children’s Ministries 

Graduation Sunday, May 19 
 

Sunday, May 19th is Graduation Sunday! Join us as we celebrate and honor all of our graduating students  
(high school, trade school, college, or something else)!  

 
Are you graduating or do you know a graduate you’d like recognized? Stop by the church office to fill out a form! 

 

It’s a  
SWIMMING PARTY! 

 

Shine 34, a fellowship 
group for 3rd and 4th 
grade students, is  
having a swim party!  
 

Sunday, March 24  
from 2-4 p.m.  

at the Spring Lake Aquatic Center. 
 

Please use this Sign-up genius link to 
RSVP:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60B0444AFAD2AA1FC1-shine 
(chaperones are also needed!) 
 

Please drop off and pick up your  
children at the Aquatic Center. 

Hand2Hand Backpack Ministries 
Spring Break Food Request 

 
Thank you to all of you for making our 
Hand2Hand Ministries such a success! We are  
currently providing backpacks of food every  
Friday for approximately 100 students in both the 
Grand Haven and Spring Lake school districts. 
 

We have begun preparing for the upcoming  
spring break week, when we send home a larger 
supply of food with our students. Donations of the 
following items are very much appreciated: 
 

 Plastic containers of jelly 

 Plastic containers of peanut butter  
 

Donations may be dropped off in the blue bin behind the Children’s Ministries 
desk. Thank you! 

https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/4049573
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0444AFAD2AA1FC1-shine
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0444AFAD2AA1FC1-shine


 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
8:45 Traditional Service 
10:30 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or watch the service livestreamed on our  
facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 

 

March 2019 
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deliver to: (or current resident) 

 

! 
 

Your Easter flower dedications make it possible to decorate the sanctuary and to 
purchase flowers for the Easter worship services.    
  

Anyone who wishes to make a dedication may do so by completing the form below 
and returning it to the church office (or drop it in the offering plate) by Palm 
Sunday, April 14. After Easter, the flowers will be shared with those who are home
-bound or hospitalized. 
 

Please print the name of each person you wish to honor, along with your name and 
telephone number. Suggested donation: $12 for each dedication. 

 

 DEDICATION 1.  Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DEDICATION 2.   Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GIVEN  BY:___________________________________________Phone:________________________ 

 
Make checks payable to: First Presbyterian Church, with memo notation: “Easter dedication” 


