
We are in the midst of a massive rebuild after Covid etc and moving forward 
it certainly isn’t going to get any easier for the club but we are making real 
progress off the pitch and will continue to do so, whilst obviously knowing we 
need to continue to get things right on the field as well.

Last weekend also saw the 1895 and Challenge Cup finals held at Tottenham 
Hostspur’s fantastic new stadium. £1billion worth of ground really puts things 
into perspective doesn’t it!

The stadium is literally right in the middle of the community, butting up to the 
main road and surrounding houses. The facilities and staff were excellent and, 
of course it was all topped off with 2 really good games.

Back to today and we have all three world cups with us, together with another 
curtain raiser between Limehurst Lions and Saddleworth Rangers under 10s so 
hopefully plenty of people down enjoying the end of the Jubilee Celebrations!

Please keep up your support of the team, we are continuing to work hard, and 
that won’t stop.

Enjoy the game!

Christopher Hamilton – Chairman & CEO

Hello and welcome to todays local derby against the Swinton 
Lions. I am sure I am not the only one excited by today’s Greater 
Manchester derby. Can I welcome all fans, both home and away 
to the Vestacare for todays match up.
It seems an age since we were last at home. May has come and gone and we 
have been on the road throughout. Our performances have been inconsistent, 
and we are striving to be better.

First up saw us visit Doncaster in a game where I felt we did a lot right. 
Our game stats were all really high, but I just felt we did not transition out of 
yardage into goodball as well as we could have, and we could have offered a bit 
more strike when down our opponents end. Indiscipline cost us in the end as 
the only real difference between the sides was the penalty count.

We then headed over to Colwyn Bay and after a positive start were undone 
in a 15 min period before half time. Crusaders capitalised on our errors and 
demonstrated just why they are currently unbeaten. In the second half we came 
back into the game but the challenge we had set ourselves was way too much.

Last Friday our performance in London was the worst of the season so far. 
We never got off the bus and were out enthused all night. Take nothing away from 
the Skolars who turned up ready to play. Can I personally apologise to all the fans 
who travelled, for our performance over in London. This week we have had to have 
a reset and re determine what we would like to be about as a playing group.

This leads us into todays match up against Swinton. We are in no doubt that we 
need a much-improved performance. Within the performance we also need to 
see our core values applied throughout. Hopefully our fans can be as loud and 
proud as we know they can be. You really do make a difference for the boys.

Enjoy today’s game!

Stu – Head Coach
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Welcome back to the Vestacare Stadium after a long 
period away from home.
In that period we have failed to get a win and last Friday in London 
was way below what is required from any Oldham side in all 
departments, which was reflected in the scoreline.

There was some real honesty given to the group at half time by 
Stuart and after the game by Stuart, Shez and myself. It was not 
acceptable and that is taking nothing away from Skolars who 
simply wanted it more and therein lies one thing that will never 
be acceptable.

This week the lads have trained hard and ripped in to each other, 
which was also needed, and we need to see a reaction on the field 
of play this afternoon against a Swinton side that will be strong 
and will be fancying their chances.
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Recently signed from Widnes, 23 years old.
Jayden came through the scholarship and academy system with his home-town club 
Widnes Vikings, and made his first team debut there in 2019. After a successful 2021 
season with Widnes, Jayden briefly signed full-time terms with Leigh Centurions 
ahead of the 2022 campaign, but unfortunately he then had to re-consider owing to 
other commitments. However, he is now eagerly looking forward to getting back into 
his rugby league with the Lions!

Lions’ Head Coach Allan Coleman said, “It’s great to have got Jayden on board at 
Swinton. He was a player that we very much liked last year when he was at Widnes. 
He’s a very strong and powerful player and he will add lots of quality to our squad.”

Jayden added, “I am really pleased to have signed for Swinton because it is a great 
club. I really want to help the Lions get promoted back to the Championship and I 
believe the squad here is strong enough to do so. I’m raring to go and I can’t wait for 
my first game with the lads.”

SWINTON LIONS RLFC – ONE TO WATCH: 
Jayden Hatton

Oldham Tacklers

Kian Morgan

Dan Abram
Billy Brickhill 
Louis Brogan 
Jordan Brown
Mike Butt
Jordan Case 
Lewis Charnock 
Mitch Cox
Lewis Else
Liam Forsyth
Nick Gregson 
Jack Hansen 
Lewis Hatton
Ben Heyes 
Will Hope 
Paddy Jones
Jose Kenga 
Richard Lepori 

Rhodri Lloyd 
Deane Meadows 
Max Roberts 
Jack Spencer
Luke Waterworth
Matt Wilkinson

Coach: 
Allan Coleman 

SWINTON LIONS RLFC 
2022 SQUAD
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OLDHAM RLFC 2022 SQUAD
PLAYER SPONSOR

01 Owen Restall Grant and Sheila Somerville
02 Tommy Brierley  Rugby Oldham
03 Will Cooke  John and Lynda McAndrew
04 Calvin Wellington Grant and Sheila Somerville
05 Ben Holcroft  David and Val Webster
06 Martyn Ridyard  Sheddings 107
07 Dave Hewitt  Graeme Lee
08 Luke Nelmes   Robin Highfield
09 Brad Jinks  ORSA
10 Tom Spencer  David and Val Webster
11 Jason Muranka  Mike Harrop
12 Callum Cameron  Ginny and Adrian Alexander
13 Emmerson Whittel Pam Taylor
14 Sean Slater  247blinds.co.uk
15 Jordan Andrade  YEDS Supporters Club
16 James Thornton  Anne kearns
17 Jack Coventry  Players’ Association
18 Joe Hartley  ORSA
19 Dom Newton  247blinds.co.uk
20 David Mills  CPD Property Services Ltd
22 Liam Copland   Oldham RL Heritage Trust
23 Kian Morgan  Servo Group
24 Ethan Ferry  Roberto Longo
26 Ryan Wright   Barton Services Ltd
27 Jack Arnold  Phil McGarty of County End Electrical
29 Robbie Butterworth David and Val Webster
30 Dane Windrow  Mick Harrop
31 Connor Carr  Rugby Oldham
32 Nyle Flynn  CPD Property Services Ltd
34 Billy Yarrow  Gordon Sedgewick



“Riddy” needs no introduction to either set of fans. 
After what, so far, has been a long and distinguished playing career he continues 
to be a great competitor and a winner.

One of the best trainers at the club Martyn comes from that old school 
mentality which means he is always striving for perfection and never satisfied.

Coming through the ranks at Leigh Miners, he was capped by BARLA Young 
Lions and Great Britain Community Lions before he signed for the Centurions 
in 2009, enjoying enormous success during his first spell with his home-town 
club, which lasted eight years.

During that time Leigh twice won the Northern Rail Cup as well as the 
Kingston Press Championship, Ridyard lifting the Tom Bergin Trophy as man 
of the match in the 2014 Championship Final and later receiving the Kingston 
Press player-of-the-year award.

Brief spells at Huddersfield on loan and then at Featherstone preceded his 
return to Leigh in 2019.

In his two spells at Leigh he amassed 250 appearances, 80 tries, 838 goals, 
12 drop goals and more than 2,000 points.

Said Ridyard: “Stu was a massive influence on my decision to join Oldham, 
obviously. He and I go back a long way. We are firm friends. He got me to 
Swinton last year and got me enjoying my rugby again. It was a period of great 
change, involving going from full-time rugby to part time, but to be honest it 
was the best thing that could have happened to me.

“I’m back working as a roofer – the real world – and I’m loving it. I can highly 
recommend part-time rugby. It’s tough and very demanding, but you can 
divide your life into three – home and family, day job and rugby – and if you 
get the balance right it’s great.

“Despite the poor results, the one season I had at Swinton was the most 
enjoyable I’ve had for a long time. I’ve never been on a losing side as often, 
going right back to junior days, but I enjoyed being part of a great bunch of 
lads, who were not only good players, but good people.

“The mateship and camaraderie were brlliant and that’s something else I love 
about part-time rugby. I’m sure the Oldham lads from last season would say 
the same.

“I gave the move a lot of thought, but the opportunity to play for Stu again was 
very appealing, as was the opportunity to sign for a good club like Oldham.

“Don’t tell too many people I’m 35, but I still have a lot left in me. I always said 
the aches and pains after a match would tell me when it was time to go, but in 
all honesty I feel as fit as I’ve ever done.

“I’m looking forward immensely to the new challenge. I’ve never played in 
League One before. People tell me it’s really tough and competitive.”

Martyn has since reached the milestone of over 1000 goals since he joined 
the club and will be presented with a special award to mark the achievement 
before the game.

Second Prize £100   Third Prize 2 x £50
Fourth Prize 2 x £25

Weekly rollover Jackpot from £500 to £10,000
Plus 10 x £10 consolation prizes per week.

To find out if you’ve won a £10 prize, 
please contact the club.

Join the 

ROUGHYEDS
CLUB CASH 

LOTTERY

For only a pound a week
First Prize 

EVERY WEEK £1000
FOCUS ON: 
Martyn Ridyard
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GET YOUR PIC TAKEN 
WITH 3 WORLD CUPS

You will get the unique opportunity at the game of using 
your camera or mobile phone to have your photograph taken 

with one of the three World Cups, the men’s, women’s and 
wheelchair trophies which will be up for grabs in the autumn.

RFL officials will be there with the famous trophies from 1.15pm to kick-off, 
situated just inside the ground near the turnstiles.


