
READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 423
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: This day was made by the Lord, we rejoice and are glad.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 13 April 2020 - SAT 18 April 2020
MON: ACTS 2:14, 22-33, MT 28:8-15 TUE: ACTS 2:36-41, JN 20:11-18 WED: ACTS 
3:1-10, LK 24:13-35 THU: ACTS 3:11-26, LK 24:35-48 FRI: ACTS 4:1-12, JN 21:1-14 
SAT: ACTS 4:13-21, MK 16:9-15

Introduction to The Letters of Saint Paul 
(Part 9 of 11)

PAUL’S JOURNEYS AND LETTERS

1 Timothy. Titus. 2 Timothy. 65 A.D.

Paul’s two letters to Timothy and his letter to 
Titus are all three of them closely related in 
substance, form and historical background. 1 
Tm and Tt both seem to have been written 
from Macedonia, Timothy being at the same 
time in Ephesus, 1 Tm 1:3, where Paul hoped 
to join him in the near future, 3:14; 4:13, 
while Titus was in Crete where he had been 
left by Paul, Tt 1:5, who planned to winter 
at Nicopolis in Epirus where Titus was to 
join him, Tt 3:12. By the time he wrote 2 
Tm, Paul was a prisoner in Rome, 1:8; 16f; 

2:9, but had visited Troas, 4:13, and Miletus, 
4:20. The position is not hopeful, 4:16, 
and Paul feels sure he will die soon, 4:6-8, 
18; he is lonely and would like Timothy to 
come to him as soon as possible, 4:9-16, 21. 
In spite of certain similarities, this is not the 
situation either of the Roman captivity, 61-
63, or of the journey that preceded it. Some 
critics have concluded that the letters were 
written not by Paul, but by a forger who put 
in these details to make the letter seem more 
authentic and as Pauline as possible. There is, 
however, no proof that Paul died at the end of 
his first captivity, in fact Ac 28:30 suggests 
he was set free. It is not impossible, therefore, 
for Paul to have made another journey, not 
necessarily to Spain as he had once planned 
seven or eight years before, Rm 15:24, 28, 
but in the east as he had planned a year or so 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

12 April 2020 Year AEaster Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building 
is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. 
For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be closed. Subsequent niche blessings and 
internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche 
blessing and internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put 
on personal protection gears when they enter the columbarium. 

CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a free 
subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best Catholic resources for 
children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to sppchurch.formed.org. See that the 
name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. 
You’re are ready to enjoy You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! 
FORMED app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

In view of the continuing spread of the COVID-19 virus, and for the 
safety of the general faithful, the Archbishop has decided to continue 

the suspension of public Masses till further notice.
  

You may wish to continue to participate in the online Masses available. 
Let us continue to pray for the alleviation of the global C-19 situation.

The parish office, however, will remain open during this period.
Please refer to the opening hours of the parish office.

WAYS TO ENCOUNTER GOD in this period of Church closing and social distancing

THE THOMISTIC INSTITUTE QUARANTINE LECTURES

Sign up and you will:
- Gain a spiritual perspective on your faith, aided by the wisdom of St. Thomas  
 Aquinas
-  Actively participate in each lecture: ask live questions by video or chat, join  
 post-lecture discussion groups, and participate in instant polling, via Zoom. (Or  
 just watch on YouTube Live or Facebook Live)
-  Get regular updates and links for all Quarantine Lecture events
-  Be automatically registered for our live streaming Holy Week Retreat



How to make contributions to the church:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

Method 2: via Cheque
Please make cheque payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”.
You may want to drop it off at the Parish Office or mail to 225A Queen Street Singapore 
188551. Please do not mail cash.

ago, Phm 22. It is possible then that 1 Tm and 
Tt were written about 65 A.D. on that journey 
through Crete, Asia Minor, Macedonia and 
Greece. The background of 2 Tm seems to 
be a fresh captivity, ending in Paul’s death; in 
that case, this letter would be Paul’s last will 
and testament, and must have been written 
shortly before his martyrdom in 67.

Paul wrote these letters in order to instruct 
two of his most loyal followers, Ac 16:1+; 
2 Co 2:13+, how to organise and govern the 
communities he had confided to their care; 
since the 18th century they have generally 
been grouped as the ‘pastoral letters’. Some 
critics suggest that they presuppose a stage in 
the evolution of the Church’s hierarchy that 
only occurred after Paul’s death; others think 
that the situation they do suppose would not 
have been at all unlikely towards the end of 
Paul’s lifetime. The titles ‘episcopos’ and 
‘presbyter’, Tt 1:5-7, are still, cf. Ac 20:17, 
28, practically synonymous, as they had been 
in the earliest communities governed by a 
college of elders, Tt 1:5+. There is no trace 
in these letters of the monarchic bishops 
of whom Ignatius of Antioch writes forty 
years later. There are signs, however, that 
this development is taking place: Timothy 
and Titus are empowered to act as delegates 
of Paul; they are responsible for several 
communities though they are not attached 
to any of them, Tt 1:5; they are living in an 
interim period when apostolic authority was 
in the process of being transmitted, since the 
apostles themselves were dying. Not long 
after the death of Paul this authority became 
vested in the head of the college of presbyters, 
the ‘bishop’. To invent the interim period 
represented in the pastoral letters would seem 
to be so pointless that its presence is a valuable 
indication of their authenticity. It should also 
be noticed that these episcopoi-presbyteroi  
are not just administrative officials; they are 
that, but they are also primarily responsible 
for teaching and governing, 1 Tm 3:2, 5; 5:17; 

Tt 1:7,0, and as such they are the ancestors of 
our ‘bishops’ and ‘priests’.

Many critics have thought the insistence on 
‘sound teaching’, 1 Tm 1:10, etc., and on 
keeping the deposit of faith, 1 Tm 6:20; 2 
Tm 1:14, uncharacteristic of a bold original 
thinker like Paul. On the other hand it must 
be remembered that Paul felt his end was 
near and that he probably felt it his duty 
to warn his young helpers against the sort 
of speculation he had seen developing. 
There were new ideas going round, which, 
if believed in, would make shipwreck of 
the faith, 1 Tm 1:10. There is no need to 
assume that these ideas were 2nd century 
Gnostic teachings being attacked by 
someone writing under Paul’s name. These 
idle questions, 1 Tm 6:4, empty problems, 
‘myths and endless genealogies’, 1 Tm 1:4, 
‘Jewish myths’, Tt 1:14, ‘disputes about 
the Law’, Tt 3:9, and the various ascetical 
practices they seemed to involve, 1 Tm 
4:3, would all appear to belong to those 
groups of Hellenised and syncretistic ideas 
affecting Judaism, which had formed part 
of the crisis in Colossae.

These letters are certainly not written in 
Paul’s distinctive style: they flow smoothly 
without any of the fire and exuberance of the 
early letters, and the vocabulary used is very 
different. Some critics have tried to explain 
this by saying that Paul was getting old, and 
that being in prison affected him; but Col, Ep, 
Ph were written less than five years before, 
and Paul was not under arrest when he wrote 
1 Tm and Tt. Attempts have been made to 
separate the factory. The alternative would 
appear to be that Paul, as in the case of Ep but 
to a greater degree, must have given someone 
who was both disciple and secretary an 
unprecedented amount of freedom. Luke was 
with Paul at the time, similarities between his 
style and that of the pastoral letters. 
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966

NOTE: All SPP150 talks will be cancelled due to the coronavirus alert

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/


