
The Diamond Badge

1. A  gain of 5000 meters after

release from tow (16,404 feet)

2. A distance flight of 500 km.

(310.69 sm)

3. A Goal flight of 300 km. (186.41

sm) over an out and return course

or a Triangular course.
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The Diamond Badge:  The N stands for the USA. Gulls 
represent the three tasks of the Badge. 

For each task:

You will need an Official Observer and a flight recorder. 

Who is an Official Observer?  An Official Observer is a member of SSA, Hold at least 
an SSA B Badge, and has a working knowledge of the FAI Sporting Code as it pertains to 
gliders. 

Release from tow at or below the maximum altitude permitted for the task (See each task 
below)…Mark the release from tow with a tight right turn using a flight recorder, 
then complete the task. 

After the flight, you and your Official Observer will fill out the SSA Application form and 
worksheet.  Send the Application and worksheets, plus the .igc file from your flight 
recorder to the SSA. After SSA approval you will receive a letter 
of congratulations and your Diamond Badge when all three tasks are completed. 
ALTITUDE: The objective is to gain at least 16,404 feet after release from tow. 

Release from tow at any height and location that will allow you to find lift.   
Establish a low point, then climb at least 16,404 feet. 

Distance: The objective is to make a cross country flight of at least 500 
km (310.69 miles) as defined in 1.4.2d to 1.4.2h

Goal Distance: The objective is to make a Goal flight of at least 300 km 
(186.41 miles) on an out and return or triangular course 

 THIS IS A CLOSED COURSE  requiring the FINISH POINT to be at the same 
location as the START POINT.

START / FINISH LINE is a 1 km line centered on the START / FINISH POINT. 
For a CLOSED COURSE using a START FIX, the FINISH LINE is centered on 
the START FIX. A START LINE is perpendicular to the first LEG and a FINISH 
LINE is perpendicular to the last LEG.

Diamond Goal, Diamond Distance and Diploma Distance require an FR-
generated declaration and if multiple FRs are used, the declaration in each FR 
must be identical for a claim to be valid.

For Diamond Goal, Diamond Distance, and Diploma claims, the .igc files from 
every FR used shall be submitted.
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After completing your flight, please fill out the online document (from the SSA Badges and 
Awards Page). If you need to stop filling it out, press SAVE and you will receive a link to 
reopen the document for editing. Once the document is completed with signatures, press 
SUBMIT and it will be sent to badgeandrecords@ssa.org for processing.

1.4.2 Soaring performance types

d. STRAIGHT DISTANCE A COURSE without TURN POINTS starting from RELEASE or
a declared START POINT.

e. GOAL DISTANCE A COURSE without TURN POINTS, from a declared START POINT
to a declared FINISH POINT.

f. 3 TURN POINT DIST. A COURSE from a RELEASE POINT or a declared START POINT
to any type of FINISH POINT, via one, two, or three declared
TURN POINTS, which may be flown in any order.

g. OUT & RETURN A CLOSED COURSE with only one declared TURN POINT.

h. TRIANGLE A CLOSED COURSE via 2 or 3 declared TURN POINTS flown in
the sequence declared. When 3 TURN POINTS are used, the
COURSE distance is the sum of the legs between the TURN
POINTS.
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