
God and Country  - REAL Revival
Introduction:

As I have been praying about our God and Country Revival, I have asked the Lord to show me what is 
really wrong with our country, and what needs to change in US to be what HE desires us to be.  God began 

to speak to me that we 1st need to look back at what our country was founded upon, and to look at the 
principles that guided the birth of our nation so that we could understand how far we have drifted from the 
original goals.

Our Nation was actually a product of the religious reformation that started in Europe centuries before.  John 

Huss (the “Morning Star of the Reformation”) had declared in the 14th century that government must be “of 
the people, by the people and for the people”; words Abraham Lincoln used in his Gettysburg Address.  He 
also declared that freedom of speech was a God given right.  Martin Luther had first declared that it was 
God who had endowed every person “with life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness”.  Many of the earliest 
settlers (such as the Pilgrim’s in Massachusetts) had come here to escape religious persecution in Europe.  
Consequently our Founding Fathers understood some Bible based principles that many today seem to have 
forgotten or never heard.  

I found this in the American Patriot’s Bible.  The 7 Principles of Judeo-Christian Ethic that our founding 
fathers believed.

When our nation’s founders gave us our documents (Declaration of Independence, Constitution, Bill of 
Rights) they had to lean upon a common understanding of law, government, social order and morality.  That 
understanding sprang from the common acceptance of some Judeo-Christian ethics, which is a system of 
moral and social values that originate in the Old and New Testaments.  

Principle #1- The Dignity of Human Life
The Scriptures teach the importance of the respect and preservation of human life. 
Exodus 20:13 "You shall not murder."  
Matt 22:39 "And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself."

In the Declaration of Independence, our nation's Founding Fathers wrote that every man, woman and child 
has the right to "life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness." We Americans not only believe this for our land, 
but we also send our brave men and women in our military forces across the world to defend the rights of 
those whose lives are threatened. 

If people and nations do not grant this respect and protection for the born AND the unborn, all other 
professed morals and values are meaningless, because they are no longer undergirded by the most basic of 
human needs - the need to exist.  The dignity of human life is not just a principle of the Bible - it is the 
beginning principle of any civilized society.

Principle #2 - The Traditional (Monogamous) Family
Genesis 2:21-24 "And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of 
his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place.  Then the rib which the LORD God had taken from man He 
made into a woman, and He brought her to the man.  And Adam said: "This is now bone of my bones and 
flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man."  Therefore a man shall 
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh."

The biblical view of marriage and family is the basis of our society and serves as the backbone of a 
healthy social order. The clear plan of God involves a man and a woman producing children within the 
institution of marriage. Since the joining together of Adam and Eve, marriage has been defined as a holy 
union between one man and one woman, and out of that union comes children born into a loving home 



with a father and a mother to nurture them and teach them how to become healthy, productive and 
responsible citizens.

When God’s definition of "marriage" and "family" are no longer respected, these institutions become 
meaningless. World history has proven over and again that preserving the traditional family is vital to the 
future of any great nation.

Principle #3 - A National Work Ethic
2 Thessalonians 3:10 "For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work, 
neither shall he eat."

Ingrained deep within the American spirit is the willingness and desire to give an honest day’s work for an 
honest day's pay. This independent spirit has no desire to exist on handouts from the government or siphon 
off a living from benevolence or friendships. And it is this independent spirit that has allowed America to 
create the greatest and strongest economy in the history of the world.

True, Americans have had their challenges. The Great Depression of the 1930s knocked us to our knees, but 
it did not beat us. Americans, hand-in-hand and heart-to-heart, helped one another and lifted our nation back 
to economic might.

The powers of the world may look at our nation and ask;  where did this spirit of honest labor came from? 
Where did this work ethic originate in the American psyche? It came from the men and women before us 
who were raised to believe the principles of honest work found throughout the Word of God.

Principle #4 - The Right To A God-Centered Education
Deuteronomy 6:7 "You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in 
your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up."

Ephesians 6:4 "And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training 
and admonition of the Lord."

We read in Proverbs 1:7 that "the fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge." One cannot possibly 
understand the creation without first knowing its Creator.

Our forefathers certainly understood this. For example, did you know that most of America's oldest and 
most respected universities—such as Harvard, Yale, Princeton and Dartmouth—were founded by Christian 
preachers or churches? Harvard University, founded in 1636, adopted "Rules and Precepts" which included 
the following: "Let every Student be plainly instructed, and earnestly pressed to consider well, the main end 
of his life and studies is to know God and Jesus Christ which is eternal life." The university’s original seal 
has upon it these words: "Truth for Christ and the Church." In addition, the first textbook for school 
children, The New England Primer, taught the ABCs to children by instructing them to memorize: "A - In 
Adam’s fall, we sinned all. B - Heaven to find, the Bible mind."
      
Today’s youth are tomorrow’s future. Our nation’s first president, George Washington, reminded us of the 
importance of a God-centered education when he said, "Reason and experience both forbid us to expect that 
national morality can prevail to the exclusion of religious principle…it is impossible to rightly govern the 
world without God and the Bible."

Principle # 5- The Abrahamic Covenant
Genesis 12:1-4 "Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, from your family and from 



your father's house, to a land that I will show you.  I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make 
your name great; and you shall be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who 
curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."  So Abram departed as the LORD had 
spoken to him, and Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from 
Haran."

Galatians 3:7 "Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham."

The book of Genesis records the story of God coming to Abraham and making a covenant with him. The 
basis of this covenant was that, if Abraham would follow God in obedience to His laws and commandments, 
God would bless Abraham with generations of children that would outnumber the stars in the heavens (Gen. 
15:5). Abraham believed God and obeyed His Word, and God rewarded him with a nation of people known 
as the Jews.

The Abrahamic Covenant states that if a person or a nation obeys God, observing the moral truths found in 
the Bible, that person or nation will be blessed.  If they disobey, they will bring punishment upon 
themselves. For most of our nation’s history, Americans have accepted as fact that good deeds produced 
good results, that people who were "God-fearing" and respectable in language and lifestyle would be 
blessed by God. This fact has been proven to be true time and again. The writer of Proverbs 14:34 tell it 
plainly, "Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people".

Principle #6 - Common Decency
Matthew 22:39 "And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'

Simply put, decent nations are made up of decent people who, when faced with a situation, would do the 
decent and honest thing. For the most part, this has been the experience of our national history. For example, 
Americans have given their lives in wars on foreign soil so that others might taste freedom. Americans have 
worked to feed the world’s poor and hungry, to clothe the naked and aid the crippled. Americans have 
opened their arms to many of the world’s oppressed peoples and allowed them safe harbor upon our shores.

Engraved on the pedestal on which stands the Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor are these words by 
Emma Lazarus: "Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, the wretched 
refuse of your teeming shore. Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me; I lift my lamp beside the golden 
door!" A world-renowned symbol of freedom, this Statue reminds us all that America has indeed been, and 
continues to be today, a nation of common decency.

Principle #7- Our Personal Accountability To God
Hebrews 9:27 "And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment."

Perhaps the greatest restraint for acts of evil against one's fellow man is the realization that every person and 
every nation of people will one day give an account for their actions to Almighty God. Certainly the Bible 
tells that we are responsible for our actions, and we will be held accountable for what we do or don’t do. 
Also, there is a penalty for doing wrong to our fellow man, and there is a blessing when we do that which is 
right, noble and just.

The story is told of Daniel Webster, the great American statesman who was once asked, "What is the most 
sobering thought that ever entered your mind?" He quickly responded, "My personal accountability to God." 
Daniel Webster knew that one day he would stand before God in eternity and give an account for his actions. 
The same applies to every man, woman and nation.

America has been blessed as a nation in a particular way. We are not a special people above all other nations 
- not at all - but God's blessings have certainly been given to us, because for the greater part of our history, a 



greater part of our people have honored and obeyed the teachings of the Bible. What is true for us is true for 
all others who choose it, "Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord" (Psalm 33:12).

CONCLUDE THOUGHT….
Today, our Nation is in trouble and seems to have lost its way.  All of the above mentioned principles seem 
to be under attack.  

• I submit to you that our Nation is in trouble because our families have disintegrated.  
• Our families have disintegrated because so many of our churches have lost their vision and have become 

nothing more that social clubs.  
• Our churches have lost their vision because individuals (like you and me) have grown cold in our 

personal relationship with God.  
Therefore; I believe the greatest thing we can do for our church, for our families and for our nation is to 
once again ignite the fire of revival!

Real Revival
2 Chr 7:14  If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land.

What IS REAL Revival?
Sadly, many people have no idea what real revival is.  Real Revival has nothing to do with the mega 
churche, large crowds, flashing lights, loud music, or celebrity personalities.  
It is not having a big name preacher, who blows in, blows up, and then blows out.
Let me tell you what REAL REVIVAL is….

• REAL REVIVAL is when we begin to develop a deep conviction of sins.  
Acts 2:37  Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest 

of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?

When you live in darkness you think you are ok.  But, the closer you get to the light, the more you see your own 
iniquity.

Our heart’s desire should be like the song…. Lord You are Beautiful
Oh Lord, please light the fire, That once burned bright and clear.
Replace the lamp of my first love, That burns with Holy fear. 

If you walk out of here tonight feeling that you need more of God, then the FIRE of REVIVAL has been lit!  AND 
- You know what?  When we get right, then others around you will feel that same conviction.

Illustratiion: Smith Wigglesworth at the Catacombs in Rome.

Illustration: A well-known professional golfer was playing in a tournament with President Gerald Ford, fellow 
pro Jack Nicklaus, and Billy Graham. After the round was over, one of the other pros on the tour asked, "Hey, 
what was it like playing with the President and Billy Graham?" The pro said with disgust, "I don't need Billy 
Graham stuffing religion down my throat!" With that he headed for the practice tee. His friend followed, and 
after the golfer had pounded out his fury on a bucket of golf balls, he asked, "Was Billy a little rough on you out 
there?" The pro sighed and said with embarrassment, "No, he didn't even mention religion." Astonishingly, Billy 
Graham had said nothing about God, Jesus, or religion, yet the pro stomped away after the game accusing Billy 
of trying to ram religion down his throat.  

REAL REVIVAL is when there is a new beginning of obedience
Part of our carnal nature is rebellion!  “Nobody is going to tell me what to do!”  When a parent stops a 



child from chasing a ball into the street, they’re not just trying to keep the ball away from the child.  They 
want to protect the child from what may be in the street.  The stop sign is not there to just hinder you.  It 
is there to PROTECT you!  In the same way, obedience to God’s laws are there because God wants the 
best for you.  

Jeremiah 29:11  For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and 
not of evil, to give you an expected end. 

The scripture is not here to obstruct you, but to instruct you – to protect you!

Illustration:  Two men were standing in the road holding up a sign that said; “The END is NEAR!” 
when a car full of people laughing and jeering zoomed past and yelled; “Get out of the way you Religious 
Nuts!”  Suddenly there was screaming and a loud crash.  One of the men looked and the other and said; 
“Do you think we should have just made the sign to say –BRIDGE OUT AHEAD?”

2 Chron 34:15 – 33 (King Josiah) Hilkiah found the scroll, gave it to the scribe who gave it to king 
Josiah.  When he read it he rent his clothes and instituted a new season of obedience.     2 Chr 34:33  And 
Josiah took away all the abominations out of all the countries that pertained to the children of Israel, and 
made all that were present in Israel to serve, even to serve the LORD their God. And all his days they 
departed not from following the LORD, the God of their fathers.

Illustration: Roger Staubach who led the Dallas Cowboys to the World Championship in '71 admitted 
that his position as a quarterback who didn't call his own signals was a source of trial for him. Coach 
Landry sent in every play. He told Roger when to pass, when to run and only in emergency situations 
could he change the play (and he had better be right!). Even though Roger considered coach Landry to 
have a "genius mind" when it came to football strategy, pride said that he should be able to run his own 
team.   Roger later said, "I faced up to the issue of obedience. Once I learned to obey there was harmony, 
fulfillment, and victory." 

 REAL REVIVAL is when the power of the world and sin is broken
(Ephasus) - Acts 19:18  And many that believed came, and confessed, and showed their deeds.  Acts 
19:19  Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them before 
all men: and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.  Acts 19:20  So 
mightily grew the word of God and prevailed.

Secular Humanism is the result of no revival!  

Preacher who said – “I can go anywhere I want, dress anyway I want, talk any way I want, do anything I 
want and STILL be saved!”  What?  But … “I don’t WANT” to go some places, dress some ways, say 
some things, or do some things”.   Want happened?  God changed your “WANT TO”!  (Desires)

Old nature says;” Do we HAVE to go to church again tonight?”  
New nature says; “Praise God – we GET to go to church again tonight!”

 REAL REVIVAL is when we RENEW our faith & love for God & others
Acts 2:41  Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added 

unto them about three thousand souls.  Acts 2:42  And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.  Acts 2:43  And fear came upon every soul: and many 
wonders and signs were done by the apostles.  Acts 2:44  And all that believed were together, and had all things 
common;  Acts 2:45  And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.  
Acts 2:46  And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, 
did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,  Acts 2:47  Praising God, and having favour with all the 



people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.

Some people are DIFFICULT TO LOVE!   My Testimony - The KISSER!
Sometime later I had to go BACK – and once again renew my relationship with God.  

When can we expect revival?
When Christians get a spirit of prayer
2 Chr 7:14  If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my 
face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will 
heal their land.

Isa 66:8  ……  for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children.

Mat 7:7  Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:

Zec 13:9  And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and 
will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my 
people: and they shall say, The LORD is my God.

• It is not the arithmetic of our prayers, how many they are: 
• nor the rhetoric of our prayers, how eloquent they are; 
• nor the geometry of our prayers, how long they be; 
• nor the music of our prayers, how sweet our voice may be; 
• nor the logic of our prayers, how argumentative they may be; 
• nor the method of our prayers, how orderly they may be -- which God cares for.  
• Fervency of spirit is that which avail much.

Much prayer, much done.  Little prayer, little done.  No prayer, nothing done.  

Sadly, we live in a time when many people want to arrive at church just AFTER the countdown has 
ended.  The want the praise team to be hot and jumping!  We want to preacher to be humorous, exciting 
and entertaining.  Then get us out early so we can beat the other churches to the buffet line!  God forbid 
that we would have to come early for prayer and help “prime the spiritual pump” for the service!

And it gets worse… I’m glad we have the ability to stream our services live.  Some people need that and 
have no other way to hear the word. BUT – when we become so spiritually lazy that we are not willing 
to make the effort to what the WORD commands us “Heb 10:25  Not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye 
see the day approaching.”  God HELP US!  

That brings me to this point

• We can expect revival when Christians begin to make willing sacrifices.
 
(Elijah’s widow)  -  The nerve of that preacher!  Take a widow’s last morsel of bread.

(1st Church Barnabus – Acts 4) – Sold possessions and distributed to the needy

Sometimes just being FAITHFUL to church is a WILLING SACRIFICE!  I’ve been saved 57 years…  
Teen said; “I can’t be faithful, I have to study!”
Adult said; “I can’t be faithful, I have to get up early and go to work.”



Senior said; “I can’t be faithful, I get tired to easily and need my rest.”

Maybe when they join the 1st church of the cemetery. Faithfully there and never out of order!

Church member who said  – “We plan to be there one night!”  One night?

• When ministry prepares for revival. 
Effective ministry takes preparation.   One of the reasons Jesus was so successful in a short 3 ½ year 
ministry is because of (John the Baptist) who prepared the way.

Eph 4:11  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors 
and teachers; Eph 4:12  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ: Eph 4:13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
Explain this – everyone is a minster!

We went to a church were everyone had a name tag and their ministry definition.
Worship team; children’s church; etc.
Transportation director (drove church van) Environmental Engineering (Turned the heat & AC on!)

1Co 3:5  Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord 
gave to every man? 1Co 3:6  I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 

But you don’t understand… I’m not a preacher!   Be the water boy!

Illustration: Guy went to church & everyone was a preacher – last one the dumbest – used the book.

• When Christians begin to confess faults and actually pray for one another.
James 5:16  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. (That 
doesn’t mean to tell everyone everything.)  
The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

Theological Question: Does this mean the person praying or receiving prayer is the one that will be 
healed?   BOTH!

This is the way the Spirit works… Minister to others, you get ministered to.
Help others, God sends others to help you.  
Job_42:10  And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD 
gave Job twice as much as he had before.

Part of the problem with the “modern” church is that we are so “self-absorbed” & only focus on our own 
needs.  Maybe we would see more healings if we actually prayed for others started looking “outward” 
instead of just “inward”.  

• When the church is willing to let God promote revival.
Zec 4:6  Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, 
saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.

I heard the story of a man who bought a new computer.  Bringing his new prize home, he carefully 
opened the box, gingerly took the machine out, studied its manual, and connected the wires.  Eagerly he 
flipped on the power switch -- but nothing happened.  Puzzled, the man switched the computer off and 
rechecked all the connections. He rounded up a screwdriver and fastened the wires more securely.  He 



read again the relevant portion of the manual.  Satisfied that he'd followed directions, he flipped the 
computer on -- and again nothing happened.  As his anger rose the man's little girl walked into the room. 
   "Hi, Daddy!" her cheery voice rang out.  "What a pretty computer! Can I plug it in?"

We need to get PLUGGED IN!  

But what if someone thinks I’m a fanatic!  They already think that!  You’re at church on a Thursday!

What is the result of REAL revival?
Acts 2:47  Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily 
such as should be saved.

Tonight I want us to pray that a spirit of REAL REVIVAL will be ignited in us.
Perhaps God wants to start something like He did in Pensacola a few years ago.
All it takes to start a massive fire is a little spark!


