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Chapter 1
EVANGELISM IS A LIFESTYLE

Jesus promised that once we preach the gospel to all people, in all
places, our mission will be accomplished: 

Matthew 24:14
"And this gospel of the kingdom will  be proclaimed throughout
the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end
will come."

Jesus has promised to return to the earth in power and glory, but not
until His mission to the world is accomplished through us - his church.
In other words, it's up to you - you're part of God's plan.

There are two things about this you might not realise:

1. You are more ready than you realise to share your faith. You
don't need to be an expert. You don't need to know all the
answers.

2. People are more ready than you realise for the gospel. We
may think that a person has no interest in the gospel, until you
share it wisely and courageously. You'll  find that most times
they are intrigued by it. 
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What this course is all  about
We want to create a lifestyle of evangelism – of living out our faith and
sharing it with others. Evangelism is a fruit of our faith and our genuine
love for God and others. You don't need to hype yourself up for it.
Evangelism  is  not  an  event,  a  programme,  but  a  lifestyle.  It's  not
calendar-driven, it's relationship driven. 

In a U.S. survey of 15,000 people, the following statistics showed the
primary influence in conversion:

 1% were converted at 'crusades' (a large, tent-based outreach

event)

 1% were converted at a 'visitation' (door-to-door evangelism or

something of that kind)

 1% were converted due to some kind of crisis

 3% were converted due to some kind of 'cold church contact'

(a face-to-face discussion, a pamphlet )

 3%  were  converted  at  some  sort  of  event  (outside  of  a

'crusade')

 5% were converted in or through Sunday School

 6% were converted due to having a relationship with a pastor

or some-or-other ministry leader in the church

 80% were converted through a friendship with a Christian.

Most people, in a similar survey in the UK, had a gradual conversion to
Christianity (69%), while others were converted in a 'crisis moment' (a
Biblical  example of  this  would be Paul).  This  shows that people do
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need time to come to Christ – you don't need to convince them in one
conversation!

Interestingly, of the factors involved in conversion, almost 0% was due
to a TV or radio programme.1 Why this is interesting is it shows that
some  of  our  evangelistic  strategies  that  require  the  most  financial
investment might bring very little result.  Ultimately,  the best results
come through  your relationships. People really are interested in the
gospel, if they're told the gospel and not something else. Which is why
we  really  do  need  to  know  the  gospel,  and  you  really  need  to
understand how key your friendships with others are in presenting the
gospel.

Does evangelism make you cringe?
What we're trying to do with this course is shift the way you feel and
what you perceive when you hear the word 'evangelism'. This is the
most used word to describe what we want to present as a lifestyle of
sharing your life of faith with others. Does the word 'evangelism' make
you cringe? Does it make you worry? Does it remind you of something
you don't like? What picture appears in your mind when you think of
evangelism? 

It's  good  to  first  cover  what  evangelism isn't  -  then,  as  the  course
develops, you can begin to understand what it is. Here is a brief list to
make you think:

1 (These statistics were taken from Pete Gilbert's book, Kiss and Tell –
see the 'further reading' section at the end of this book.)
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 Evangelism is not a sales pitch.

 Evangelism is not apologetics (clever arguments about God).

Apologetics  has  its  place,  but  it's  not  how  most  of  us  are
wired.

 Evangelism is not trying to make people into 'church people'. 

 Evangelism  is  not  convincing  people  that  your  church  is

'cooler' or 'nicer' or 'not like "those" other churches' etc.

 Evangelism  is  not  the  phrase,  "Preach  the  Gospel,  and  if

necessary use words." It is both words and action.

 Evangelism is not filling churches. Full churches are a result of

people coming to Christ, but full churches are not the goal per
se. The goal is churches that are full of people who are going
people.

 Evangelism is not a cool event or a 'crusade'. These might help,

but they are not how we define evangelism.

 Evangelism is not handing out tracts at street corners. There's

nothing wrong with handing out tracts, only that it isn't how
evangelism is defined.

 Evangelism is not shouting out in the streets that people are

going to hell. This might be necessary in some cases, but it's
not how we define evangelism.

 Evangelism is  not  knocking  on  doors  or  going  to  hospitals.

These  could  form  part  of  it,  but  it's  not  how  we  define
evangelism.

 Evangelism is not a notch for your spiritual belt – God is not

measuring how many people you are evangelising to,  and is
not  more  pleased  with  you  if  you  evangelise  more  than
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someone else. Sharing your faith does make God happy, but it
does not make him more or less pleased with you.

By now you would have noticed a trend. Evangelism is how you live
your life. You have faith in Jesus and you are simply sharing that faith
with others because that faith defines your life. 

However, sometimes the idea that evangelism is a lifestyle can be too
vague,  leading us to  never know how to practically  share our  faith.
Which is why we have this kind of course. Sharing our faith is a culture
that we develop in our churches and in our lives over time - and it's our
prayer this course will help do that.

Belonging
Let's think of your relationships again. We need to shift from the idea
of  people  needing  to  believe  first  before  they  belong.  In  fact,
sometimes we have taught - subtly or openly - that people must not
only believe but also behave before they belong. 

Instead we must find ways to make people know they belong so they
can be brought to a place of belief. Only later do we find behaviour
changes.  Even now,  as  you read this,  think of  ways  where you can
include  people  into  your  life  and  church  who  are  not  yet  Christ-
followers. 

Note how Jesus did this. Zaccheus came to believe only after Jesus
befriended him (Luke 19). In fact, even the disciples took awhile before
they  began  to  understand  Jesus  was  the  Son  of  God.  Jesus  was
ridiculed for  socialising with  'sinners'  (Matthew 9:11)  as  the religious
groups of the day thought people should first behave before they can
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belong.

For this reason, Life Groups - meeting in homes - are key. These aren't
“big-church” environments, which can honestly be scary of people who
aren't  used to  it.  These are small,  home environments where many
people feel much more comfortable, and provide an opportunity for
us to practice hospitality. As you go through this course, think of your
own Life Group or how or where you could lead a Life Group that
would be a place for those who don't know Jesus to belong.

There  are  other  opportunities  we  create  as  well,  such  as  "cafe
evenings" at church or evenings where someone shares their life story,
and  how  Jesus  rescued  them.  People  feel  they  belong  through
relationships. Your behaviour often changes because of the group of
people you're belonging to. This is a journey, not an instant change. 

Getting to the heart of sharing our faith
Lost people are really lost. It's often difficult to understand just how
lost  we  are  as  the  human  race,  because  talking  about  it  is  not
comfortable. We're always justifying why we do what we do, trying to
find  ways  where  we  don't  have  to  face  the  truth: we  are  deeply
flawed and cannot make our own way out of the mess we've created.

The word lost means, according to a dictionary: 

1. Unable to find one's way; not knowing one's whereabouts.
2. Unable to be found.
3. That has been taken away or cannot be recovered.
4. (Of time or an opportunity) not used advantageously; wasted.
5. Having died or been destroyed. 
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This is actually where we all are as humanity. Throughout the Bible this
theme  is  shown  from  different  angles  and  in  different  contexts,
cultures, times in history, different kinds of people, etc. The point is to
show that no matter what we do as the human race we remain lost and
are in need of an outside power to lift us up from the quagmire. Will
God rescue us? Or will  he simply  judge us for our inability  to pull
ourselves out of our own mess? This is the big question of humankind -
and people are all wondering about it in one way or another, which is
why they're more ready for the Gospel than you probably realise.

God is the Gospel 
Before  God created,  he  was.  He  is  and  he  always  will  be.  God is
eternal in nature and completely and utterly self-sufficient. Out of his
own free will, his own choice, he created the things we see and the
things we don't. He called everything he created good – the holy God
of  all  goodness  proclaimed  his  creation  as  intrinsically  good  (see
Genesis  1).  He then created mankind  and  proclaimed we were  the
crown  of  it  all.  He  said,  "It  is  very good."  (Genesis  1:31.)  From the
beginning God has seen us as having intrinsic value - he has always
loved us and always will. 

God created us to be found in relationship with Him, and only in this
relationship would we be righteous, as only God is holy. We were, and
are, "very good" as creatures in relationship with God. But if we are
outside of this relationship we become twisted and evil.  This is why
God wants to restore himself to us, which he has done in Jesus Christ. 
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The spiritual battle begins
What happened to God's good world? A spiritual, personal evil called
"the serpent" (Satan) came into the picture and tempted mankind to
be  "like  God,  knowing  (discerning,  deciding)  good  and  evil."  (See
Genesis 3.) The temptation was that we could be God for ourselves
and didn't  need God to guide us,  protect us,  father us,   or be our
righteousness. We were tempted to not want relationship with God
but rather exclusively relationship to ourselves.

Adam and Eve gave in to this high and lofty idea of us being like God,
God  for  ourselves.  Both  man and  woman gave  in  to  the  serpent's
temptation -  and  since then we've  all  done the same.  We all  have
wanted to be God for ourselves, deciding and judging what is good
and  evil,  being  the  dispensers  of  justice  according  to  our  own
framework of morality, being righteous in ourselves, looking our for our
own interest, and using others and God's very creation for our own
selfish purposes. While we still have hints of God's good creation in us
and we still act accordingly to it (since we are made in his image) we
are ultimately evil. Everything God intended for good we turn to evil.
Mankind has stepped out of relationship to God and thus has lost who
made  us  righteous,  lost  our  connection  with  our  creator,  trying  to
create our own purpose and destiny and world that lines up to our
own collective and personal egos, and actively participating in the evil
work of Satan himself, whether we know it, or admit it, or not. 

Death came to the world
As a result of Adam and Eve's sin, death has come into the world, and
thus  the  fear  of  death.  This  fear  drives  our  actions.  Our  loss  of
connection to the God of perfect love means that we hate and kill
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each other, we see ourselves as better than others, we are constantly
trying to horde and grasp at all we can so that our journey to death will
be easier, and we live in fear of our death and the judgement of God
that we know is coming. In doing all this we have become slaves to our
own desires, our own sins, and ultimately slaves to the very evil powers
that tempted us to go our own way - the devil. 

To  try  and  free  ourselves  from our  endless  slavery  we  attempt  to
perform good works of various kinds, hoping that somehow these will
count for us positively and we will escape God's judgement, or be able
to judge God as unfair to judge us and be justified in some way for why
we do what we do. But our good works never seem to be enough to
free  us,  and,  in  fact,  are  tainted  by  our  own  selfishness,  self-
righteousness, and self-justification.

God has come to rescue
Throughout  the  Bible,  God is  rescuing  people  from this  otherwise
hopeless situation. He first judges the world by flooding it, but rescues
a small family with Noah as their father.  He then calls out a person
named Abram (Abraham) and promises him that he will be the father
of God's own special nation, who will be a blessing to the world and
usher  in  God's  plan  of  rescue  for  all  the  world.  Abraham's
descendants,  collectively  called  Israel,  find  themselves  as  slaves  in
Egypt, a rather evil nation at the time; and God dramatically rescues
them from their situation, promising them a new place to live - a land
flowing with milk and honey. 

But they have much to learn. He gives them something he never gave
anyone up to this point - his Law, his wisdom for their context, given to
Israel so they could thrive and be a blessing to the world, and so that
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within it the saviour of all the world would come. But the Law was also
designed  to  reveal  something  else.  It  was  meant  to  function  as  a
mirror, as a way of seeing that they could not truly live up to God's
standards,  and  needed  God  himself  to  do  something  about  the
situation.

Israel had to learn this lesson in very difficult ways. Time and again the
nation turns from God and goes its own way, and then returns to him,
and  then  walks  away  again,  and  so  on.  At  first  they  doubted  his
promises,  wandering  the  desert  for  forty  years.  Eventually  they
entered their promised land, but had to fight against nations who were
already there that engaged in all  sorts  of demonic practices -  child
sacrifice,  child  temple  prostitution,  and  much  more.  They  were
engaged in  a  very  real,  spiritual,  battle.  But  as  the nation gains  its
promised land it forgets its purpose, it forgets God's Law and ways,
and, throughout the Old Testament, wanes between living in God and
being faithful to him, or being god for themselves again.

But throughout this time God promises, through his prophets, that a
Messiah  would  come  -  a  King,  a  Saviour,  who  would  rescue  them
completely, once-for-all, and would give them new hearts so that they
will, finally, be able to truly know and follow God's ways. This saviour
would rescue not only them but the whole world from its fallen state.
This Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, and the New Testament
reveals who he is: Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ ("Christ" is the Greek
word for "Messiah"). 

God has chosen you
God has now chosen a new people to fulfil his purposes on this earth
and bring his message of rescue to lost humanity. These people are
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those who are found "in Christ", who now live in God again and are
restored to him,  not being God for themselves but placing all  their
trust in Jesus. These people are called "the Church". That's you. 

God has called you to be his blessing to the world, bringing his good
news of salvation to anyone and everyone to the world, and loving this
world the way Jesus showed in the New Testament, and the way he
loves it today - truly portraying and living out the perfectly loving heart
of God.

God has always been on a mission
This  overview  of  the  story  of  the  Bible  is  to  provide  you  some
understanding of just how much God has always been on a mission.
God is not a God who sits on his throne and demands adoration and
worship, simply because he is transcendent and high above everyone
else. He is a God who does things. He has always gotten involved with
us in this world, in our dirt and sin and pain, and found ways to rescue
us. In Jesus his rescue plan is never ineffective. And you fit into this
mission as part of God's chosen people.  

God is a redemptive God, who loves all and wills for none to perish.
The stakes are high - people are really going to face judgement one
day for the things they have done, and their good works will never be
good enough to redeem themselves. They really will go to hell. They
really are living in slavery to their sins, which is compounding their pain
and frustration with the world every day. People really do hate others.
Young, innocent children really do suffer in this world, all because of
our  sin.  War really  does happen,  because of  our  sin.  People die in
absolute poverty, because of our sin. 
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But  God really  does rescue from sin.  He  really  does  bring  us  into
heaven. He really does save. He wants to save you - probably more
than you want to be saved! And, once he has saved you and is busy
forming your heart to be like his, he wants to save others - he wants to
save  your  family,  your  friends,  your  neighbours,  your  nation...  your
world.

So we try and reach people
In reading through the gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke,  John) we see
Jesus  was  moved with  compassion  when  he  saw  people  and  their
predicament. He saw sheep that desperately needed a shepherd. He
saw a ripe harvest that was in danger of not being harvested. He knew
just  how lost and desperate we are.  He knew how we are all  held
captive by the devil and his influence, and how we are inflicted and
conflicted. 

The more we have the heart of Jesus in us, the more we long to see
people found by him! Jesus welcomed, hung out with, and developed
friendships with the people you would least expect to find in church.
He wasn't impressed by people who claim to be righteous and good
and in no need of God because of their own amazing willpower. But he
was very interested in those who have come to the place where they
realise they are under slavery and need a rescuer. 

Hopefully in this course we will take another step to become more like
Jesus – welcoming to sinners, truly loving them, and showing them that
God really does set free, if they would trust in him.
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Chapter 2:
LOST PEOPLE MATTER TO GOD

In our previous section, we spoke of how Jesus welcomed, hung out
with,  and  developed  friendships  with  the  people  you  would  least
expect to find in church. He was very interested in those who have
come to the place where they realise they are under slavery to sin and
need a rescuer. Luke 15:1 shows us that the people who thought they
were  good  enough  for  God  (the  Pharisees  and  Sadducees)  often
complained about how Jesus loved sinners – "The Pharisees muttered,
'This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.'

After this complaint, Jesus tells three stories in Luke 15 to show his
heart and drive home the point that God does not work in the same
way we do. These stories are known as the Parable of the Lost Sheep,
the Parable of the Lost Coin, and the Parable of the Lost Son. Jesus
uses them to explain why he puts so much of his heart and life and
energy into being with and reaching irreligious people.  Each of  the
stories share a common theme, told from different angles.

The Parable of the Lost Sheep
Luke 15: 
2 3 So he told them this parable: 4 "What man of you, having a
hundred sheep,  if  he has lost  one of them, does not leave the
ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost,
until  he finds it?  5 And when he has found it,  he lays it  on his
shoulders,  rejoicing.  6 And  when  he  comes  home,  he  calls
together his friends and his neighbours, saying to them, 'Rejoice
with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.' 7 Just so, I tell
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you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

The Parable of the Lost Coin
8 "Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin,
does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently
until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls together
her friends and neighbours, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have
found the coin that I had lost.' 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy
before the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 

The Parable of the Prodigal Son
11 And he said, "There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the
younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of
property  that  is  coming  to  me.'  And  he  divided  his  property
between them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered
all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he
squandered his property in reckless living. 14 And when he had
spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he
began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of
the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed
pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs
ate, and no one gave him anything. 

17 "But  when  he  came  to  himself,  he  said,  'How  many  of  my
father's hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish
here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say
to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I
am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of
your hired servants." '  20 And he arose and came to his father.
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But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt
compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And
the son said to him, 'Father,  I  have sinned against heaven and
before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 22 But
the father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and
put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet.
23 And  bring  the  fattened  calf  and  kill  it,  and  let  us  eat  and
celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was
lost, and is found.' And they began to celebrate. 

25 "Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew
near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 And he called
one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And
he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed
the fattened calf,  because he has  received him back safe and
sound.' 28 But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came
out and entreated him, 29 but he answered his father, 'Look, these
many  years  I  have  served  you,  and  I  never  disobeyed  your
command,  yet  you never  gave me a young goat,  that  I  might
celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came,
who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the
fattened calf for him!' 31 And he said to him, 'Son, you are always
with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate
and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was
lost, and is found.'"

As we look carefully at these stories we notice three things they have
in common:

1) In each story something of great value was lost
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 A shepherd has a hundred sheep and he has a name for each

one  of  them.  But  one  goes  missing.  The  shepherd  is
devastated.

 A widow has ten inheritance coins and one goes missing. She

is traumatised.

 A father has two sons – and one leaves home on bad terms.

The father is heartbroken. 

Therefore,  the reasons Jesus  gives  for  reaching out to  people who
don't have faith in him is this: 

1) People matter to him so much that when they go missing he is
devastated,  traumatised  and  heartbroken.  There  are  six  billion
people on this planet, but God knows every one of them – and every
one of them matter to him deeply. He is devastated, traumatised and
heartbroken by the fact that so many are lost – off the path of life that
leads to him,  living in slavery to their  desires and sins,  hating each
other,  living with broken hearts,  and essentially under the influence,
power and mercilessness of evil. 

2)  When  something  of  great  value  is  lost,  it  calls  for  an  all-out
search.  The shepherd embarks  on a dangerous journey to find the
sheep. The woman spends the night scouring every inch of her dusty
Jerusalem floor looking for the coin. The Father does not chase his son
away because he knows that will only harden his heart, but he spends
day after day scanning the horizon hoping to see his son come home.
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3) There is no moment in the heart of God that is more joyful than
when someone who is lost and drifting far from him turns to him. 

In Luke 9 Jesus sums up Jesus's whole life on earth: "The Son of Man
came to seek and save the lost." Whether it was leaving the comforts
of  heaven  to  come  to  earth,  or  having  a  meal  with  Zaccheus;  or
whether it was dying on the cross; he was on an all-out search. 

In each story the finding of what was lost calls for the ultimate party.
When  the  shepherd  finds  the  sheep,  he  joyfully  puts  it  on  his
shoulders, calls everyone he knows and says, 'Rejoice with me, I have
found my lost sheep.' The widow does the same, 'Rejoice with me, I
have found my lost coin.' The Father sees the son from a distance, is
filled with compassion and runs to embrace and kiss his son. Then he
throws a massive party saying, 'My son was dead, but is now alive, he
was lost but now is found.'

Jesus  says  that  when  one  sinner  turns  to  God  there  is  a  angelic
celebration of cosmic proportion. That is the heart of Jesus. And as we
get to know Jesus better, people should matter more to us, we should
allow our lives to be defined by an all-out search to reach people, and
we should be the ultimate thrill-seekers, knowing there is no joy like
the joy of seeing lost people found by Christ.

Question: What else do you see in these three stories about the
heart of God? 
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Chapter 3: 
WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?

D.A. Carson helpfully defines the gospel as "an announcement of what
God has already done and what he still  will  do" .  The gospel  is  not
merely important news but "good news".

The gospel is also not just for unbelievers but also for believers. It's
not  a  door  you  enter  through  when  you  start  being  a  follower  of
Christ,  after  which  you  graduate  and  move  on,  pursuing  so-called
'deeper'  truth.  Sadly,  many in  the church believe that  preaching or
sharing the gospel is simply telling someone how to be rescued from
eternal  judgement,  and once  we all  believe  in  the  gospel  we  have
salvation, we've ticked the box, and can carry on living our life as we
did before. But instead, the gospel calls us to align our lives with being
fruitful in God, daily, and advancing the Kingdom of God.

What is the Kingdom of God?
Mark 1:14-15
"Now  after  John  was  arrested,  Jesus  came  into  Galilee,
proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the
gospel."

Jesus preached about the Kingdom of God all  the time.  It  was the
main theme of his ministry. The Kingdom refers to the rule and reign of
God - wherever God rules there is peace, life abundant, restoration,
perfect love, and much more. Conversely, the "whole world lies in the
power of the evil  one" (1  John 5:19) - there is death, horrible misery,
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grief,  pain,  indescribable  injustice,  and  unrelenting  darkness  in  this
world. Jesus began a rebellion against this darkness and all the rulers
of  this  darkness  in  the  spiritual  realms,  and  through  his  birth,  life,
death, resurrection, and ascension he established God's reign on this
earth, was victorious over evil, and the Kingdom has, since then, been
advancing against  the evil  of  this  world and ushering in the age to
come, where there will be no more death, no more tears, no more sin.

By aligning our lives with the gospel, which is something we have to do
every day, we are constantly pointing ourselves back to what God has
done – back to the cross, back to the resurrection of Christ, back to
Jesus,  back to the restoration of all  things.  This  then aligns us with
God's vision for the world and we participate in his mission to save the
world from its sin and spiritual darkness. 

Shaped by the gospel
The gospel  should therefore shape all  we do in  the church,  in  our
dealings with people, the way we work and run businesses, how we
love our families, what we make as priorities in our lives, and so on.
When we make the gospel of God central to every area of our lives we
personally begin to see our mission become clearer, and our strategy
for reaching our city and the nations of the world becomes intentional
and inclusive of each follower of Christ, each Life Group that meets in
our city, our church as a whole, and even to the Church in the reached
and unreached nations of the world. We discover that the gospel not
only  rescues us from something but also  saves  us  for something:  a
purpose in God. 

However, this is all  if the gospel we believe, live out, and preach and
teach is good news about what God has done in Christ and what God
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does today, what he is busy doing, and what he will do. Unfortunately
there are many 'gospels' out there - alternative messages that do not
give life,  but  claim to  do so.  If  we do not  remind ourselves  of  the
gospel every day to stay in it, we invariably begin to align ourselves to
these other 'gospels' - other philosophies, ideas, or religiosity, which
are not aligned to God's kingdom but to the present darkness of the
world. We start to find that the freedom and joy we once experienced
in our faith wanes,  or even altogether disappears.  We begin to see
God in ways that are not true, and we take on narratives for our lives
that are not in line with the amazing purposes of God.

Unfortunately,  as  we  continue  to  live  our  Christian  lives,  what  the
gospel  actually  is  can  sometimes  become  vague,  distorted,  or
altogether forgotten. We tend to move on too quickly from it, and have
an  appetite  for  all  sorts  of  other  ideas  that  promise  comfort,  or
spiritual superiority over others, or some deeper mystery, or some or
other exciting purpose. The reasons for this are unimportant for our
purposes  here  and  multifaceted  -  what  is  important  is  you  keep
reminding yourself of it so you can live in it, and that you've got a good
grasp of what it is so that you can lead others to Christ effectively.

So what is the gospel?
So why does the word 'gospel' mean 'good news'? It's because God has
actively stepped into history to deal with our sinfulness, our guilt and
shame, and our fears. He has come to deal with the evil of this world
and has reconciled ourselves to him.

The acronym G-O-S-P-E-L  is  actually a helpful  tool in remembering
the multifaceted nature of the good news and telling others about it.
We expand  on  that  below.  We've  also  added a  few questions  and
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thoughts to help you present it, and create and stir a conversation.

G – God 
God is the Gospel. He created all there is and created us to live our
lives close to him.

Genesis 1:1; 27; 31
"In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth...”

"So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female he created them."

"And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was
very good."

We aren't accidents. We're designed by God. He loves us and sees all
of us, every one, as intrinsically valuable. He created us to live with
him, trusting him as our Creator and Father. We were meant to find
our purpose in him and live our days, in eternity, in his joy and perfect
love.

God has initiated a rescue plan to bring us out of our darkness. We did
not  initiate  a  plan,  because  we could  not,  and  went  our  own  way
anyway. But God has done so.

Questions or points for a conversation with someone:
1. Have you ever thought of what God is like?
2. Do you think there is any way we can know what God is like, and
who God actually is?
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O – Our sin
Genesis 3:1-7
"Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the
field that the Lord God had made.

He said to the woman, "Did God actually say, 'You shall not eat of
any tree in the garden'?" 2 And the woman said to the serpent,
"We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God
said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst
of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.'" 4 But the
serpent said to the woman, "You will  not surely die. 5 For God
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you
will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6 So when the woman
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to
the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise,
[b] she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her
husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both
were opened,  and they knew that  they were naked.  And they
sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths."

Romans 3:23
"For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God." 

Not a single person is exempt. We have all sinned. It doesn't matter
how much money you have, what your background is, your education,
your family connections, whatever. It doesn't matter how good you are,
how many prayers you've said, if you've spun enough Buddhist prayer
wheels or gone on enough pilgrimages, or tried to be the most moral
person in the history of mankind. We have all sinned, all gone our own
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way, have all tried to be God for ourselves, and are all guilty before
God. 

This has separated us from God, the very creator of life and the very
one we need in order to have life. Therefore we are destined to die,
and will die eternally without Christ.

Romans 6:23 NIV
"The wages of sin is  death, but the free gift of God is eternal life
in Jesus Christ our Lord."

Questions or points for a conversation:

1. We all feel guilt. How do you deal with it? 
2. Have you ever thought of sin – and ever wondered if anything can be
done about it?

S – Striving
Our sin cannot be removed by good deeds,  religion,  philosophy, or
whatever else we try to do, believe, and achieve. We'll even try and
use God's Law, his standard, as a way to remove our sin, but it was
never meant to work that way. Instead, it was meant to show us how
sinful we actually are and how much we need a saviour.

Galatians 3:23 - 26
"23 Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law,
imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. 24 So then,
the law was  our  guardian  until  Christ  came,  in  order  that  we
might be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are
no longer under a guardian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons
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of God, through faith."

Ephesians 2:1-10
"And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you
once  walked,  following  the  course  of  this  world,  following  the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the
sons of disobedience--  3 among whom we all  once lived in the
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the
mind,  and  were  by  nature  children  of  wrath,  like  the  rest  of
mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great
love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our
trespasses,  made  us  alive  together  with  Christ--by  grace  you
have been saved-- 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with
him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming
ages  he  might  show  the  immeasurable  riches  of  his  grace  in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been
saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift
of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them."

People try to get back to God through doing good works and through
different religions, but ultimately fail. Some think that Christianity is a
moral path to God, but it is not. Christianity isn't about being a moral
person and thinking this morality saves us. You don't come to Jesus
promising to  'from now on,  be a  good person'.  You come to Jesus
precisely because you know you can't do that. We are saved by grace,
by God's work, and not by our works. The gap between God and us is
simply too big for us to cross it. We're helpless to save ourselves. 
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Questions or points for a conversation:

1. How do you feel about the fact that nothing can actually save us,
except God himself, through Jesus? 
2. Is this news to you? Have they ever thought of it that way before?

P – Paid
1 Peter 3:18 NIV
"Christ  also  died  for  sins  once  for  all,  the  righteous  for  the
unrighteous, that he might bring us to God."

Jesus the Son of God died, rose again, and is now  alive. The first three
books of  the New Testament  tell  us  all  about  his  birth,  life,  death,
resurrection, and ascension to heaven. He paid the penalty for our sin
- death. He experienced a real death. He was our substitute, winning a
victory against sin, law, the devil, all on our behalf. 

When he was on the cross he took all of our sin on himself,  so we
could be forgiven.

1 Peter 2:24
"He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might
die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been
healed."

Jesus suffered the worst of injustices - an innocent man who brought
people good news, healed them, and loved them, was condemned to
die on a cross by the very people he showed love towards. But what
did he say on the cross? "Father, forgive them, for they know not what
they do." (Luke 23:34.)
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But the cross wasn't  the end of it.  He was victorious over evil  and
death, and so rose again on the third day after his death (a Sunday). 

1 Corinthians 15:20
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of those who
have fallen asleep. 21For as by a man came death, by a man has
come also the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die,
so also in Christ shall all be made alive.

1 Corinthians 15:54-56
"Death is swallowed up in victory."
55"O death, where is your victory?
O death, where is your sting?"

56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But
thanks  be  to  God,  who gives  us  the victory  through our  Lord
Jesus Christ.

Questions or points for a conversation:

1. Does this makes sense? Does Jesus's death and resurrection speak to
your life and situation? Did it seem vague to you before?

E – Everyone
John 3:16 NIV
"For  God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  son,  that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life."

Isaiah 43:6-7 NIV
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"Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the
earth, everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my
glory." 

The Gospel is the "word of faith" (Romans 10:8) - it is simply this: you
are saved by having faith in Jesus, and not by anything else or anyone
else. Faith alone in Jesus  alone.  It  is  a salvation that is  secure and
cannot be taken away.

This is for everyone. Not a single person is exempt from the offer of
God's  rescue and unconditional  love.  Everyone who trusts in Jesus
alone begins the adventure of a life-changing relationship with God.
We have a choice – we can either put our total trust in Jesus or we can
walk away from him. 

Why is this life-changing? Because getting close to a God that is so
wise, pure, powerful, loving and big will change us. When Jesus won
the victory, he won it for everyone. All that remains is for us to have
faith in him.

Questions or points for a conversation:

1. Share with them how the gospel, and how coming to know God, has
changed your life.

L – Life
John 17:3
"And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. "
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John 10:10
"The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that
they may have life and have it abundantly."

Eternal  life  starts  now  and  continues  forever.  You  can  know  God
today. You can be reconciled to God in an instant. All it takes is simple
faith - repent of your own efforts and sin, and decide to trust in Jesus
alone. 

Acts 16:31 NIV
"Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved." 

Eternal life shapes the way we live our lives here on earth. But it fully
flowers in heaven. Jesus is going to come back and judge the whole
world. And he's going to allow all those who have begun a relationship
with him to be with him forever in heaven. 

God is bringing his life into this world, and establishing his reign, and
he  is  doing  it  now  through  his  church  which  brings  the  gospel  to
people, one at a time. Through his church, God is running a revolution -
a rebellion against the darkness of this world. And he invites all to join
in!

Questions or points for a conversation:

1. What do you think of joining God's revolution - of overcoming evil
with good, because of Christ in us?
2. Tell them about how the Holy Spirit has comforted you in times of
trouble.
3. Give them any testimony where you've seen God destroy darkness
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and bring in his light, life, and peace.

Remember, God is bringing his life into the world through you, by you
introducing people to Jesus and encouraging them to put their faith in
him alone. That's his strategy, because it's only the gospel, only Jesus,
that changes hearts and truly saves.
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Chapter 4:
WHY JESUS?

The question many ask, and it is a good question, is  why Jesus? Why
was Jesus God's plan of redemption and restoration? Why is it that,
only in Jesus, are we saved and given the Holy Spirit? Why can we
only know God closely, intimately, and authentically in Jesus? Why is
God  being  so  exclusive?  What's  wrong  with  other  religions  and
philosophies  that  encourage  us  to  be  good  people?  Why  isn't  he
happy if I am 'trying my best'?

Jesus  said  the  following  profound  truth  in  John  17:3:  "And  this  is
eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent." Jesus is the only way to truly know God, to find
forgiveness of sin, to be freed from sin, and to discover our purpose
and ultimate destiny. But why?

The Apostle Paul wrote with clarity and certainty about the exclusivity
of Christ in Romans 10:13, "For "everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord will be saved." Here we must see that it is exclusive,  but all are
invited.  There  is  no  one  left  out.  The  invitation  is  not  prejudiced
against people of any background, culture, colour, and struggle. Those
who take  umbridge  that  their  religion  isn't  good  enough,  and  their
'trying  really  heard'  isn't  good  enough,  are  actually  being  far  more
exclusive because they insist on a boundary between who is in and
who is out - only those who are 'good enough' (when do we know we
are good enough?) or those who have suffered enough (when have we
suffered enough?) or those who say the right prayers (who knows what
those are?) or those who are the smartest (how smart do we need to
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be?) are in. 

But, in Jesus, all are invited.

1. JESUS ALONE CAN FIND US
Religion is humanity's search for God; Christianity is God's search for
humanity. Every other religion and philosophy we have puts forward a
pathway by which you must earn salvation. 

Think about it carefully. The idea that "I'm trying my best" simply points
to earning it.  Even the idea of "surely this person should be saved,
because they've gone through so much and never deserved it, and are
such good people" points to an idea of earning it. 

But the Bible insists that our sinfulness and self-righteousness have
created  an  un-crossable  gulf  between  God  and  ourselves.  Neither
good deeds nor religious devotion nor any life situation can span that
gap. "But God demonstrates his love for us in this: while we were still
sinners, he died for us." (Romans 5:8.) Why can no one span that gap?
Because,  actually  no  one  really  can!  We  are  really  all  sinners!  But
through his death, Jesus spanned the gulf! "It is by grace you have
been saved, not by works – so that no one can boast." (Ephesians 2:8.)
How  did  Jesus  span  this  gulf?  Because  he  was  sinless  and  yet
sacrificed himself for us – becoming our substitute and taking on the
punishment that was due to us.

2. JESUS ALONE CAN FORGIVE US
Whether we realise it or not, we all stand guilty before a holy God.
Many times we've sinned against God in thought, word and deed. Our
self-righteousness often blinds us to this fact. Even if someone can live
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outwardly as the most moral person on earth, their hearts can be filled
with arrogance and self-righteousness and even hatred toward others,
and even judge God for how he runs the world.  

Just as when someone commits a crime there is a penalty to be paid,
so  there  is  a  penalty  for  violating  God's  standards,  which  include
standards of the heart. "The wages of sin is death." (Romans 6:23.) The
result  of  things we do wrong is  spiritual death – being cut off from
God. We all deserve to suffer that penalty. But God took our sins and
put them on Jesus on the cross, and punished them there. Now we
can stand before God forgiven, our guilt taken away. This was done
because Jesus loved us, and always will. 

God himself has never wanted to punish anyone, but he is also a good,
just  God who must  punish wrongdoing.  If  he  does not  there is  no
justice in the world. Our problem is we want to cry out to God for
justice when we are wronged, but think it's unfair when justice falls on
us  because  we have  done wrong.  The  truth  is  we  are  all  liable  to
judgement, but in Jesus we go  through judgement and come out on
the other end as if we are completely righteous, because we no longer
put faith in our own ability and good works to escape it, but rely purely
and solely on God's mercy and Jesus' work.

3. JESUS ALONE CAN FILL US
Everyone has a longing inside them for something more. We all feel
something when we look  at  a  full  night  sky  -  we all  know there is
something more. We go looking for ways to fulfil our deep longings -
success,  love,  thrills,  money,  adventure,  achievement  –  but  the
satisfaction is always short-lived. That's because material things can't
fill a spiritual void. Jesus said, "I am the bread of life" (John 6:35). He is
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the only one who can satisfy our deepest hunger. He promises to fill us
"with  joy  in  his  presence,  with  eternal  pleasures  at  his  right  hand"
(Psalm 16:11). He is the very creator of joy and he wants to give us the
very joy he, as God, enjoys!

4. JESUS ALONE CAN FREE US
The things  we do wrong  have an  enslaving hold  on us.  Jesus  said,
"Everyone who sins is a slave to sin" (John 8:34). Jesus died to free us
from this slavery. He gave us his Spirit so we can be free to start living
the sort of lives that deep down we have always wanted to live – lives
marked by "love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control" (Galatians 5:22-23).  This change may not
be instant, but you will grow into it.  "If the Son sets you free, you will
be free indeed" (John 8:36).

5. JESUS ALONE WAS VICTORIOUS OVER EVIL
When Jesus  died he 'made a public  spectacle'  of  the spiritual  evil
powers that influence our world and help create systemic injustice and
evil.  (Colossians 2:15.)  The Western world in its scepticism does not
place much stock in the idea of there being a spiritual evil influencing
this world, but the Bible is clear there is. When Jesus was crucified,
the worst of mankind's sin and systemic injustice came against him; the
worst of our diabolically inspired evil put the most perfect and loving
man  on  a  cross  and  accused  him  of  being  evil.  But  instead  of
retaliating, which Jesus would have been in the right to do, he cried,
"Father, forgive them!" (Luke 23:34.) His forgiveness and love proved
once-for-all who God is and shattered the evil powers of this world in
all their forms, including death. Thus he was raised three days later,
undoing all the consequences of our fallenness and destroying every
last obstacle standing between us and God. 
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It  is  only  in  Jesus that there is  any victory  at  all  over the spiritual
powers of this world, including Satan himself. It is only in Jesus where
systemic  evil  is  crushed  as  our  very  hearts  as  individuals  are
transformed. It is only in Jesus we can live out lives of perfect love to
others, bringing his Kingdom of true justice and mercy and love and
close relationship to God into this world.

6. JESUS ALONE WON'T FORSAKE US
Though we avoid the subject of our death, we must face up to what
happens  when we die.  Outside of  Christ's  grace we are  separated
from God forever. Jesus came so that "by his death he might destroy
him who holds the power of death – that is, the devil – and free those
who  all  their  lives  were  held  in  slavery  by  their  fear  of  death"
(Hebrews 2:14). To know Christ here on earth guarantees we'll be with
him  forever.  "Neither  death  nor  life...  neither  the  present  nor  the
future...  nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 8:38-39).

God's plan to restore mankind has always been in Jesus, who is fully
God and fully man. Jesus reconciles us to God and gives us all  the
above, and therefore we introduce people to Jesus. 

This means we are not introducing people to:

1.  A church.  Becoming a Christian isn't  about 'going to church'  and
'serving the church' and however else we might think of it. We are not
evangelising people into our church, because “our church does things
differently," or, "our church is cool and has great music," or, "our church
really does things for the community," or, "my pastor is so relevant and
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dresses so cool."  Often this line of thinking simply betrays what we
really think: that Christianity is about doing 'good things' to get to God,
or that Christianity it about being linked to the right group of people,
or being smart or relevant,  for God to accept someone.  This is not
true.

2.  A  moral  lifestyle.  Christianity  goes  beyond  morals  and  toward
perfect love - really loving people and serving them. We are not trying
to get people to be moral before they come to Christ, but to get them
to know Jesus who loves them as they are and where they are. As they
are discipled in Christ  they will  begin to make adjustments in their
lives, because now God will enable them to do so, as they learn that
their choices do not reflect the perfect love of God and his Kingdom.

3. A cure-all for their problems.  There is often the idea that Jesus
came to make your life comfortable and better. While Jesus does heal
us emotionally and even physically, this is not always instant and can
take time. Sometimes he uses our illnesses in ways we didn't expect.
This doesn't mean illness is from God, only that God is able to turn all
things together for the good for those called according to his purpose
(Romans 8:28). While Jesus does provide for us and protect us; and
while the Bible does give wisdom for finances and relationships and
life;  the  truth  is  we  still  live  in  a  fallen  world  where  others  make
decisions that affect us negatively. Jesus does not take us out of this
world but encourages us to engage it in love.

4. An escape plan.  Jesus is not the way out of this world. We are in
this world, but not of this world. (John 17:16.) We are not here to let the
world burn while we are transported to heaven. We are called to truly
love those in this world. We believe in life before death as God invites
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us to partner with him in reconciling the world to himself.

Objections
People have many objections to Jesus and the message of the Gospel.
If  you've  shared  this  with  anyone,  you  might  know  a  few  common
objections already, and you probably had some yourself before coming
to faith.

Many objections are valid and sincere. People have had questions or
life experiences that have simply never been answered satisfactorily.
Often  the  source  of  the  objections  are  emotional,  not  really
intellectual, although they can be disguised as intellectual problems or
intellectualism can create a wall for emotions. It's helpful to know the
general  objections people have and address  these as  naturally  and
easily as possible, which we'll cover in the next section.
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Chapter 5:
OBJECTIONS YOUR FRIENDS MIGHT HAVE

We need to understand the world we live in, and have a good idea on
where  people are  at.  It's  no  good  making  assumptions.  Only  thirty
years ago people had some understanding of Jesus as their saviour,
even if they didn't completely believe it. Today, people frequently have
no understanding at all - some people have not ever even read a single
passage from the Bible and never went to any kind of Sunday School.
But  most  people  know there  is  something  wrong  but  are  not  sure
exactly what it is.

In the parable of the lost sheep, coin, and son, (Luke 15) it's helpful to
notice the different context each of the people or items were in. A
sheep has some understanding of the Shepherd. A son has a better
understanding. But a coin has none. Many people are like lost coins -
they literally have no idea about anything of Jesus.

But  if  we  have  a  better  understanding  of  the  worldviews  and
influences of and in our world that create a misunderstanding of Jesus
and  the  gospel,  we  will  have  a  better  idea  on  how to  answer  and
understand misconceptions. Many times it really is a misunderstanding
- they've seen one thing, been told another, and their thinking is usually
a mix of things they've heard and experienced. 

Most  people  do  not  have  a  very  logical,  consistent,  thought-out
worldview.  It's  usually  a  bundle  and  mix  of  many  things  that  have
influenced their lives and thinking. This is because most people just
want to get on with their lives and enjoy it as much as possible. 
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Many others take advantage of this fact and play on our weaknesses,
our  fears,  and  look  to  influence  us  toward  certain  ideals  and
philosophies,  serving  an  agenda  of  their  own.  In  this  it's  always
important to remember that our battle is not against flesh and blood.

Ephesians 6:12
“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers,  against  the authorities,  against  the cosmic  powers  over
this present darkness,  against the spiritual  forces of evil  in the
heavenly places.”

It's  good to have an understanding that we are not fighting people.
Behind every philosophy and idea that comes up against Christ, and
behind  every  attitude  that  rejects  Christ,  there  is  an  influence  of
spiritual evil.  That doesn't mean everyone is demonically possessed,
what it means is that evil is influencing people through various indirect
and direct means - be it T.V., culture, misunderstanding, our own sinful
inclinations, etc.

So we don't look to convert people to Christ by winning arguments or
being  clever,  but  getting  to  the  heart of  things.  Jesus  was  always
emphatic that our hearts are what needs to change. Christianity is not
about  being a  superior  and more intelligent  religion,  and we're  not
called to be superior or more intelligent people, but to serve others in
love.

By  briefly  expounding  on  our  present-day  worldviews  we  can
understand the context and influence of our day a bit better and see
just how relevant the gospel is, and has always been, in every time and
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culture.

Our South African context
In our South African context we live in a world that is influenced by
both  Western  post-modern  philosophy  and  African  post-colonial
philosophy,  in the form of  our  post-apartheid context.  We live  in  a
highly-charged political environment that's fueled by these  realities. It
would be good, therefore, to expand on these:

1. Post-modernism
After World War 2 the world became very sceptical of authority and
the  ability  of  truly  knowing  anything.  In  many  ways  this  is
understandable - World War 2 was a war of ideologies. The clash of
ideologies has always led to war. Therefore, post-modernism critiques
any notion of there being  absolutes.  The general  claim is  there are
many ways of knowing anything and many truths. This is all in an effort
of creating peace (albeit a false sense of peace as the world continues
to be as polarised as ever).

This is known as relativism. A rejection of absolutes means there are
no  moral  absolutes,  standards  by  which  anyone  should  live,  and
therefore the highest virtue is really tolerance. Objective truth (truth
we can all see or that lives outside of ourselves) is simply non-existent.
The irony is that if there are no moral absolutes, tolerance cannot be
held up to be a higher virtue than any other, but, as stated previously,
people generally don't hold to worldviews very consistently and mix
and mash ideas together.

Along  with  tolerance  comes  affirmation  of  any  and  every  kind  of
lifestyle, bar a lifestyle that holds to any moral absolute. The rejection
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of absolutes also, generally speaking, means a rejection of God or, at
the very least, any kind of god who expects their creation to live and
act in a certain way.

While  there  are  many  other  aspects  of  post-modernism,  for  our
purposes  it's  good to  see  why  people  feel  that  tolerance  must  be
upheld above any other idea, and also how a rejection of absolutes has
led people to feel as if  there is nothing they can rely on.  The general
philosophy of the day, therefore, is that the only thing you can rely on
is yourself. Therefore, the central figure in the universe is you.

This provides a context for our hyper-individualistic society, and our
rampant consumerism. But this is also beginning to crack, especially as
people find out that they can't  even rely  on themselves.  Given our
present political  and economical climate,  people quite literally have
nothing they can count on - neither government, the markets, or the
religious  /  philosophical  world  provide  anything  solid  and  reliable.
Science  is  unable  to  fill  the  gap.  Entertainment  and  retail  therapy
keeps us  from asking  the  hard  questions,  but  only  for  awhile.  And
people are finding out that they even disappoint themselves, and are
generally very unhappy with themselves.

When  scepticism  is  how  we  live,  we  simply  drift  aimlessly,  as
individuals and as a society.  This kind of situation makes it an ideal
ground  for  strong  leaders  to  rise  -  unfortunately,  most  of  the  time
these leaders have the wrong sort of agenda. This makes sense of why
young people in Britain will abscond and join a movement like ISIS, or
why people are getting tired of any political correctness,  leading us
into an era beyond post-modernism that is still to be defined.
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2. Post-colonialism
Even  though  African  countries  have  won  their  independence
politically,  they still  (understandably) struggle with issues of identity,
which is largely blamed on the West's colonialism. Post-colonialism is
the  rejection  of  Western  modes  of  thought,  reason,  and  general
worldviews. This often leads to  some people rejecting Christ because
they  see  it  as  a  "Western"  religion.  Historically  speaking  though,
Christianity's roots are Middle-Eastern and has a very early history in
Africa.

Ironically, post-colonialism is making space for Western post-modern
influences, in that meaning and purpose and identity has to be sought
from 'within' the African people, within the self. 

Post-colonialism  can  often  also  lead  to  a  resurgence  of  ancestor
reverence, since the quest is to understand one's roots and reject any
Western  form  of  religion.  Again,  and  rather  ironically,  ancestor
reverence has been framed by Western misunderstandings of what it
means:  some  people  today  worship the  ancestors,  believing  the
narrative told to them by the West, but it is not true that Africans ever
worshipped the ancestors. What is true is Africans saw the ancestors
as mediators between them and God. One can see how the gospel has
relevance to this, as the book of Hebrews tells us there is only one
mediator,  Jesus  Christ.  Obviously,  Christianity  does  not  teach
reverence  for  the  ancestors,  but  mentioning  this  provides  a  key  in
seeing how the gospel can be presented: Jesus is the real mediator,
the answer that ancient Africans were always looking for.

3. Post-apartheid
In  South  Africa,  the  post-colonial  struggle  for  identity  has  been
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drastically  augmented  by  our  apartheid  past  and  its  injustices,  its
suppressing of the identity of the South African people. Given the fact
that political power has been seen to be the liberator of South Africa's
people, political power must continue to be the liberator – especially if
it  provides  economic  freedom.  South  Africa  is  politically  free  from
colonial  power  and  its  own past,  but  its  people  are  ultimately  not
economically free, still tied to the past and its injustices. This is partly
why we live in such a politically-charged environment. 

Ironically (again), current Western thought has been assimilated into
the context as it  is the so-called benchmark for economic freedom.
Post-modernism's  consumerism  has  influenced  South  Africans  to
adopt  an  altered  version  of  the  "American  dream",  while  hyper-
individuality  from the  West  leads  many  in  South  Africa  to  live  for
themselves or only for a particular family or group (which manifests
itself in tribalism and xenophobia). The point is that economic freedom
must be attained with little regard to all else, and our lives are being
framed by a narrative where it's really all about the money. This has
been a common narrative in the communist and capitalist debate and
wars, where the value of a person is proportional to their economic
output and status. It's helpful to see that this idea is not framed by the
Bible but is framed by worldly philosophy - this is why, as Christians,
we  ought  to  be  free  of  the  love  of  money,  offering  an  alternative
kingdom where our value is derived from God.

It's  in  this  context  that  we  can  begin  to  unpack  some  common
questions and misconceptions that people have about Jesus. So let's
address these.
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OBJECTIONS / QUESTIONS PEOPLE ASK:

Is God trustworthy? Can I rely on him?
This  question  usually  has  to  do  with  a  life  experience.  Perhaps
something  bad  happened  and  they  want  to  know  if  God  can  be
counted  on,  or  people  are  seeing  the  evil  all  around  and  within
themselves and wondering: is there anything I can count on?

The good news that Jesus came to deal with evil, and is dealing with
evil  today,  and  will  one  day  completely  finish  his  work,  helps  to
understand that God is not only reliable but loving. He is not out to
"get us" and destroy us, but, on the contrary, wants to be our Father,
and wants to even deal with the very evil we see in ourselves.

Why doesn't God deal with evil  now, once and for all? Why is he
waiting? Or is he incapable of dealing with it?
The truth is that when God finally deals  with evil  and the devil  for
good, he has to judge  all evil - that includes our sin and therefore it
includes all of us.  Out of his grace, because he wishes for all  to be
saved, God is prolonging his final judgement so that we, and others,
can come to know him. God  "desires all  people to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth." (1 Timothy 2:4.) In the meantime,
we must  get  the  message  of  Jesus  to  the  world.  Jesus  said,  "This
gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world
as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come."  (Matthew
24:14.)

Is God real? Maybe he is just a fairy tale.
Atheism has a loud voice and influence today. It's good to remember,
though,  that  most  people  are  not  consistent  with  their  worldview.
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Many people who call themselves atheist are actually  agnostic - they
are not sure if there is a God, whereas a true atheist is sure there is no
God. Modern atheism does make space for this, so it has become a
very nuanced belief system.

But have they really looked at the argument from all angles? Have they
looked at whether or not Jesus was raised from the dead in history? If
he really was raised from the dead in history, he really must have been
who he said he was! Have they actually read the Bible and have a well-
informed opinion of Jesus? Our job is to point people to Jesus and not
to win an argument or get our backs up about some philosophical or
theological point. Usually people choose atheism because it's easier to
say, "I don't know," than to make a commitment, especially in our post-
modern society. Plus, they don't want to be associated with a religion
as they feel religion is too judgemental and even evil. But Christianity
is the very opposite of judgemental! You need to trust God for wisdom
in getting to the heart of their issue.

Is God not disproved by science?
1.  Evolutionary  theory  neither  proves  or  disproves  God.  Science
cannot say what happened before the Big Bang - it openly admits it is
a mystery. One has to decide if God exists on other grounds, and then
interpret the data on evolution accordingly.

2. Science, as a discipline, never claims to be able to prove or disprove
God. That is  what philosophers do,  perhaps using scientific findings
but  never  relying  on  them ultimately,  because  philosophy  is  not  a
science. We have to rely on other kinds of study to make a decision on
these matters. 
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3. Science and faith can work very well together. They are not mutually
exclusive and can inform each other very well. It takes some maturity,
however, for this to happen - and most of our 'armchair' science isn't
really very well informed. 

4.  Jesus  existed  in  history.  Some  don't  believe  he  did,  but  most
historians believe he did. But nevertheless, we must look at Jesus and
come to terms with what he said and did, and decide for ourselves
what we think.

Why  is  God  so  judgemental?  And  why  are  Christians  also  so
judgemental?
God is  not  judgemental.  He  will  judge  the  world,  but  he  loved  us
enough to send Jesus to save us from judgement, redeem us from our
sin, and show his love by making us into loving people. He is so non-
judgemental that the way of salvation is not by works but by grace, not
by  us  doing anything but  by  us having simple trust  (faith)  in Jesus,
God's rescue plan.

Of course there are bad examples. Many Christians forget the gospel,
or think that Christianity is about being more moral than others. That
does not change what the gospel is, or what God is actually about.

Isn't God loving? Surely there's space for everyone in his family - I
can believe what I want and he'll accept me.
Since belief  systems always clash,  all  roads cannot possibly  lead to
heaven. Christianity claims no works lead to heaven, whereas every
other religion claims some kind of work or culture or background gets
you to heaven. In trying to be tolerant of all beliefs we make it harder
to get into heaven, not more easier.
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Why  can't  I  just  include  Jesus  as  part  of  my  religion  already
(Hinduism, ancestor reverence, Buddhism, etc.). 
As above,  the belief systems cannot be reconciled with each other.
Jesus claims no works get you to heaven, only faith in him does. He
claims to be the only way, truth, and life. All other belief systems make
you work for it, he simply offers it for free via relationship with him.
These two modes of thought cannot be reconciled. One has to ask:
why do you want  to  still  be involved in  something that  insists  you
measure up to some standard when you can have it all for free?

I'm a good person. Surely God will let me into heaven?
1.  How  do  you  know  you're  good  enough?  Where  is  the  tool  that
measures what is good enough? (Also, Jesus shows in Matthew 6 - 8
that our hearts are what God is looking at, not our actions).

2. Heaven is not all God is concerned with. He wants to change the
here-and-now for  us.  Eternal  life  is  knowing God,  not  just  going to
heaven. We live in a world which desperately needs God's kingdom of
peace.

God isn't fair. Bad things happen to good people all the time. And
good things also happen to bad people.
1.  This has to do with seeing works as a way to get God's approval.
God's grace, however, works very differently. He is interested in both
'good' and 'bad' people.

2. By what standard do you measure 'good' and 'bad' people anyway?
Again,  when  is  someone  'good  enough'  for  blessing?  Do  you  see
yourself as good enough? Why?
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3. We live in a fallen world where our own sinfulness and choices has
led to unfairness and injustice. However, Jesus has come to save us!

Isn't God a violent authoritarian?
This is a multi-layered objection and usually has to do with the Old
Testament. It can get difficult very quickly. 

1.  As  Christians  we  believe  that  Jesus  is  God  and  is  the  perfect
representation of God. We want people to decide about Jesus, who
suffered  violence  and  injustice  and  death.  This  objection  will
frequently sidetrack from Jesus. The Old Testament is meant to be
read through the lens of the New, and when we see something that
doesn't make sense we try and interpret it through Jesus. So in other
words,  you  have  to  try  and  always  bring  the  conversation  back  to
Jesus, asking people to make a decision about him, and then only does
the Old Testament make more sense.

2. The Old Testament can be a difficult set of books to read and makes
use of many ancient metaphorical language that we no longer use or
understand in  our  culture  without  a  bit  of  study.  For  example,  the
picture  of  'hostile  waters'  in  the  Bible  refers  to  spiritual  evil.
References to nations that led Israel into captivity or warred against
Israel are often used as metaphors for spiritual evil as well. 

3. Just because the Scriptures talk of a violent situation - war, murder,
rape, etc., it doesn't mean it condones such actions. It is simply telling
you what happened.

4. It's usually better to encourage anyone interested in Christianity or
who has objections to read the New Testament first.  That helps to
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frame the Old Testament in a very different light.

5. God is not an 'authoritarian'. On the contrary, the reason why there
is evil in the world is precisely because he allows us to make choices.
He might not like our choices but he gives us freedom to make them!

Why did God make the Bible so difficult to understand?
Did he? The basic gospel message of Jesus is easy to grasp - that we
are saved through faith in Jesus alone, not by works. God has made
the Bible in such a way that its basic message can be easily grasped,
but there is space for closer study to enrich that message, to make it
more real and true, so that it can also stand up to viscous scrutiny. 

Why would God use a Bible to reveal himself?
Jesus is the ultimate revealing of God, but the Bible tells us about him,
and it tells us the gospel of God. Otherwise we would be making our
own  things  up.  The  Old  Testament  sets  the  historical  background,
while the New tells us the gospel. At this point one has to go back and
explain the gospel.

Is God not just a crutch in life?
This objection assumes that we believe in Jesus because we aren't
tough enough to handle life. It's partly true. We come to Jesus because
we have  realised we are  not  good  enough  and we need a  saviour.
There is nothing to be embarrassed about here - we have all sinned!
We all need to realise how self-righteous and sinful we are! Is this kind
of humility a bad thing?

But we do not come to Jesus for him to make life more comfortable.
He is not that kind of crutch. Sometimes people have that impression
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and it is the wrong impression of the gospel. We therefore must let
them know about the gospel.

Is God white?
There's an idea that Christianity came with colonialism. This is a bit of
a distortion and over-generalisation of history,  however,  and doesn't
take into account  the nuances and that  this  wasn't  really  the case.
There is a popular maxim today that while the Western missionaries
made the Africans close their eyes in prayer, the missionary's friends
were stealing the land and when they opened their eyes it was gone!

1. There are many people who claim to be "Christian" but clearly are
not;  or at  least  they have very little understanding of  Jesus'  call  to
Christians  in  the  world.  There  are  many  such  figures  in  history.
Obviously, anyone can claim to be anything but not be it, or fail to live
up to it, or call themselves that to be culturally acceptable, or fall into
the temptations of our world.

2. Colonialism did try and take advantage of world missions and the
Church's passion to see the gospel go to the world. In some sense
missionaries took advantage of where colonialists were going so they
could get the message of the gospel there. This does not mean the
missionaries condoned what was going on in every respect - on the
contrary,  they often came so they could bring some hope into bad
situations. Someone like David Livingstone is an example of a man who
came for very different reasons than the colonialists.

3. Jesus was obviously not white. He was a middle-eastern Jew and
was probably much browner than European art portrays him to be!
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4.  Christianity's  roots are not European but middle-eastern.  In fact,
much of  its  early  history  is  in  Africa.  Some of  its  early  heroes,  like
Augustine of Hippo, were African. This gospel is for everyone!

Is God homophobic?
1. God loves homosexuals just like he loves anyone. There is no person
on this planet who has not sinned, and no person whom God does not
love. We're all in the same boat!

2. The Bible does say homosexual acts are sin. Romans 1 is clear. To say
that falling into the temptation of homosexual tendencies is a sin is not
the  same  as  being  homophobic.  To  be  homophobic  is  to  hate
homosexuals.  But  God  loves  homosexuals.  And  he  also  loves
homophobes. Because both are sinning and he loves sinners!

3. Modern Western culture teaches that 'affirming' someone and their
lifestyle is the same as 'loving' them. This is not true. You do not love a
drug addict by 'affirming' them and their lifestyle. 

4.  The  politics  of  today  encourage  people  to  be  blinded  by  the
nuances of this topic and be self-righteous against those who do see
the nuances and are open to admit it. The politics actually have very
little  relevance  to  what  the  Bible  says  or  how  God  thinks  about
homosexuals.  Unfortunately  it's  a  heated  topic  and  the  Christian
response to this can only be visibly seen through our love for others,
while we do not compromise on Biblical truth. It will take time.

5. The LGBTQ question often has a lot to do with belonging – people
want to know where they, with their struggles, can belong. The LGBTQ
community offers them this belonging (but it often turns out to be a
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false belonging). The point is to note that our local church ought to be
a place of belonging, and the challenge is, therefore, for us to accept
people no matter where they are and what they are struggling with –
not affirming their lifestyle but still providing a safe place where they
can struggle and find Jesus, who will make them into new creatures in
God.

Is Jesus not just another god of thousands of others?
Jesus was very clear that he is the way, the truth and the life. (John
14:16.) You cannot mix Jesus together with other faiths. All other faiths
make some sort of claim that our good works will get us to heaven, and
get us right with God. The God of the Bible, however, says no good
works will do any of that - only faith in Jesus reconciles us to God.

Is God political?
Jesus frequently refused to get dragged into politics. His famous line,
"Give to  Caesar  what  is  Caesar's,  and give to  God what  is  God's,"
(Mark 12:17) refers to the fact that we should give ourselves to God and
do what we can to live at peace with human governments.

The Kingdom of God is not a political kingdom but a spiritual kingdom.
Jesus said, "My Kingdom is not of this world." (John 18:36.) When Jesus
comes back he will  not set up a political  kingdom, but his  spiritual
kingdom  will  actually  destroy  all  political  kingdoms,  as  we  live  in
perfect love and peace in and with God himself. God is not interested
in setting up a theocracy either as his  kingdom goes beyond 'state'
rule.  There is no such thing as a "Christian State", but there can be
such a thing as a state influenced by Christian principles.
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Is God unconcerned with civil rights and human rights issues?
God is concerned with how we live our lives and wants our hearts first.
Human rights and civil rights have to do with political ideologies, which
often cause us to look for evil "out there" and never address our own
hearts.  This  doesn't  mean  there's  something  wrong  with  civil  rights
campaigns, only that it's good to put first things first. 

God does call some Christians to the world of politics to work truth
and justice and mercy into governmental systems, and he does call the
Church to be salt and light to the world and prophetically speak into
our  context.  He  loves  all  people  and  the  gospel  brings  peace  to
nations. But it is because as the hearts of people change, the heart of
a society changes. So God is concerned with things that go beyond
human rights -  to our hearts,  to our reconciliation to him and each
other,  and  to  addressing  the  root of  the  issue  rather  than  the
symptoms.

Why does God not seem to care about how some Christians live?
God  actually  cares  very  much.  There  are  always  going  to  be  bad
examples of everything. However, God will deal with everyone in his
own way and in his grace. The point is not to look at others and get
self-righteous about how we act versus them, but to ask where we are
with Jesus.

Isn't it  okay for me to believe in Jesus and just get on with life?
What does the church have to do with me?
Ephesians 3:10 says,  "His intent was that now, through the church, the
manifold  wisdom of  God should  be  made known to  the  rulers  and
authorities in the heavenly realms." The church is where we do things
together, encourage each other in our mission, remain accountable to
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other Christians,  and worship God in a bigger context than just our
personal lives.  It  is a community that brings God's blessing into our
lives. Many people have been hurt by the church. Many others have
realised the church is made of up broken people, just like them, and
relationships  will  always  be  something  we  need  to  work  on.  God
expects us to work on our relationships. It is our love for each other
that is a testimony to the world. John 13:35 says -  "By this all people
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."

It's not about being smart
This section was only meant to help us understand where people are a
little bit better, not to win arguments or show ourselves as more clever
than others. People usually do not come to Christ because they lost an
argument - usually they come because we have shown a little bit of
who Jesus is to them.

1 Peter 3:15
"In  your  hearts  honour  Christ  the  Lord  as  holy,  always  being
prepared to make a defence to anyone who asks you for a reason
for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect."
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Chapter 6:
PRACTICAL TOOLS FOR SHARING OUR FAITH

Tools  are  things  we can learn to  use,  and learn to  use better  with
practice. These are tools we can use in sharing our faith with others
that we can become better skilled with. 

1. Joy. The more joyful we are in our faith, the more effective we will
be in reaching people. If you've lost your joy, find out why! It's usually
because you're not living the gospel and have begun to think of God in
ways that are not true.

2.  Friendship. The  more  we  befriend  and  build  relationships  with
people, the more open they will be to our message. Relationship is key
to sharing our faith. We've covered this in various ways already, but in
this section we'll talk a bit more about it.

3. Humility. The more gracious and open we are, the more attractive
our message will  be. Our humility isn't a false humility. We must be
genuinely convinced of the gospel and the fact that we need a saviour.

4. Patience.  Since people usually take long to respond, we don't give
up  on  them.  We take  one  layer  off  at  a  time.  People  are  not  our
personal 'project', but loving them means we are patient with them.

5. The Holy Spirit. Learn to partner with the Holy Spirit who is actually
doing the work. Only he convicts and convinces hearts!
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Understanding relationship
In the opening chapter of this book, we highlighted that in a survey of
15,000  Christians,  80  percent  said  they  came  to  faith  through  a
friendship. Most of evangelism takes place through your relationships,
your friendships with people.

The importance of community in relationships 
In  addition  to  Bible  study  and  other  ways  of  equipping  you,  the
Church also provides a community for people to be a part of, which is
a great testimony and tool  for bringing people to Christ.  More and
more people will not commit their lives to Christ until they have been
exposed to a community which seems to embody him and reflect him.
Many times the order of becoming a Christian has been: 1. Believe. 2.
Behave. 3. Belong. In some cases it has been 1. Behave. 2. Believe. 3.
Belong.

But this is not the order we see when we look at Jesus in the New
Testament.  It  is  often  messier  and  reflects  that  people  belonged
before they believed. As mentioned previously, Zaccheus was saved
only  after  Jesus  showed  him  that  he  belonged.  (Luke  19:1-10.)  The
religious leaders of  the day didn't  like Jesus style,  mocking him for
eating with 'sinners'  and the like.  They  believed that  one must  first
behave before one can even believe.

Jesus  told  us  in  John  13:34  that  it  would  be  the  quality  of  our
relationships with each other that would convince people that Jesus is
real.  The church has two astonishing gifts to offer to people: 1)  The
astonishing gift of the Gospel and 2) The astonishing gift of community.
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And community is an astonishing gift, because it is so lacking in our
world.  Life Groups play a part  in this.  We open our homes to help
community to flourish. We form community through our Life Groups.
That's why we believe Life Groups are an integral key to the life of a
church. 

Hospitality:  a  signifi cant  key  in  developing
relationships

Romans 12:13 NLT
“Always be eager to practice hospitality.”

Your home is  an  amazing and  effective  tool  for  bringing  people to
Christ.  Invite  people  to  your  home for  dinner,  or  to  a  Life  Group
hosted at  your  home.  Then host  them well.  There is  nothing like  a
warm,  loving  home to make people  realise  that  there is  something
different about you and that you serve a warm, generous Father in
heaven. This is because so many people live, or come from, broken
homes.

At a Life Group, whether it's your home or not, when someone arrives,
either on their own or with someone, make them feel welcome. Just
be you and start up friendly, non-threatening conversations. You are
looking to invite people into your life. Introduce them to other people.
Ask them if you can help them in any way. Maybe invite them to a meal
in your home some time soon.

Inviting people
Invite people to your Life Group. Invite people to Sunday meetings.
Invite people to weekends away. Invite people to a series that will help
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answer tough questions. Invite people to braais and parties. Let them
see that your life is full of community and, well, life! God's life!

Pause and ask the following questions:
1. Who are the people who you can invite to experience community?
2. How can you sharpen your inviting and hosting of people in your
Life Group, in Sunday meetings, and at social gatherings, etc.? 

Spiritual conversations:
Most people will not reach out to God unless they are thinking about
their  lives  and  the  big  questions,  and  it  is  usually  spiritual
conversations with safe people that kick-starts the process. 

What is a spiritual conversation? 
It  is  when a  conversation between people turns  toward things  like
God, spirituality, belief and the meaning of life. 

You  will  be  surprised  at  how  many  people  are  dying  for  spiritual
conversations. They are just looking for someone they trust, who won't
judge  them,  who will  show sincere  interest  in  them,  to  have  those
conversations with. 

Ask questions
"I asked a good friend of mine two questions that got us into a spiritual
conversation. His dad had died and he said, 'It is cool that my dad is in
heaven.' I then said, 'What do you think heaven is like?' He answered
saying, 'I don't know.' I then said, 'Are you sure that you are going to
heaven when you die?'  He said, 'Yes.' But the question did haunt him.
How  did  he  really  know  that  he  was  going  to  heaven?"  -  Terran
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Williams.

There are so many questions we could use at natural times. Here are
some to give you ideas:

1. What do you believe the meaning of life is?
2. Why are we here on earth?
3. What is your spiritual or religious background?
4. What religion were your parents? (Did that affect you somehow?)
5. What are the things that have influenced you spiritually?
6. Do you ever wonder what happens when we die?
7. Do you believe in God? Do you think we can know what God is like?
8. Do you believe that the Bible is a book that God speaks through?
9. What do you believe about Jesus?
10. Have you ever thought about what the main message of the Bible
is? 
11. How do you handle difficulties in your marriage? 
12. What is your church like?
13. What do you believe?

Perhaps a recent movie you saw, or a song, spoke to you about Jesus
in some way. Maybe you can ask them what they thought of the movie,
and then use it as a platform for your own faith in Jesus.

Four tips in spiritual conversations:
1. Stay relaxed. Don't get too intense. Humour may help to break the
intensity. 
2. Keep the conversation alive. Say things like, "Can we talk about this
some more some time?" Many people will eventually talk themselves
into faith in Jesus if you just keep them talking long enough.
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3.  If  they  ask  you  something  you  can't  answer,  simply  say,  "Great
question. Never thought about it before. Can I give it some thought
and get back to you?" You actually don't need to have all the answers,
but just be real.
4.  Affirm that they are on a spiritual journey. There's nothing wrong
with not knowing yet!

"Once I was told by a person that they experienced God where ever
they went.  They asked me what I  thought about this.  This is what I
said: 'I believe that everyone is on a spiritual journey – either toward
the true God or away from the true God. And I believe that there are
three reasons some people have spiritual experiences: 

1) Humans are made in the image of God. We are spiritual beings, so
spiritual experiences are human.

2) God may be reaching out to you. 

I  said  that  before  I  became  a  Christian  I  had  some  spiritual
experiences, but it was like the door of God was just open a little bit,
but when I became a Christian the door swung wide open. 

3) But I also believe that there are dark deceiving spirits that are trying
to lead us in the wrong direction, so we must be careful. I don't know
which you experienced." - Terran Williams.

If you are having a spiritual conversation, then it may be a great gap to
ask one of the following three questions: 

1. Have you wondered what the meaning of life is? I believe that the
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main message of the Bible tells us what the meaning of life is. Can I
share it with you? 

2.  Have you ever wondered who God really is – and what he really
wants from our lives? I believe that the main message of the Bible tells
us who God really is and what he wants from us. Can I share it with
you? 

3. Have you ever wondered what the main message of the Bible is?
Can I share it with you? 

Questions to ask yourself:
1. When last did you have a spiritual conversation with someone who
doesn't know Jesus?
2. What are some questions that you think you can ask that will get a
conversation going?
3.  What,  if  any,  fears  do  you  have  about  initiating  spiritual
conversations? 
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Chapter 7:
SPIRITUAL TOOLS FOR SHARING OUR FAITH

Acts 1:8 (ESV) 
"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."

As we can see from the scripture above, being a witness is something
we do in the power of the Holy Spirit. We can't really do it without
him. This is important in understanding that often God will use us in
supernatural ways - we actually should expect this.

The Bible  speaks  of  spiritual  gifts  that  help us share  our  faith  and
introduce people to Jesus. These are supernatural tools which we can
learn to use better as we practice them. 

1 Corinthians 12:
“4 Now there are varieties of  gifts,  but the same Spirit;  5  and
there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them
all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit
for the common good. 8 For to one is given through the Spirit the
utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge
according  to  the  same Spirit,  9  to  another  faith  by  the  same
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another
the  working  of  miracles,  to  another  prophecy,  to  another  the
ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are
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empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each
one individually as he wills.”

Ephesians 4:
“11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the
shepherds and teachers,  12 to equip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain
to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ.”

While  'evangelism'  is  a spiritual  gift,  that doesn't  mean only  certain
people are to do it. Being called to be an evangelist is when you are
called to help equip the church to do it. However, Jesus called us all to
be fishers of men - to actually do it. Evangelism is a lifestyle, for all of
us.

The  list  of  gifts  in  the  scriptures  above  are  not  exhaustive.  For
example, God may put a spiritual element on other gifts you have -
such as music or your poetry or your call in business. These gifts can
be used, and are to be used, in some way to bring the gospel to others.
This has much more to do with your calling in life, however, and you
would need to work that out.

For our purposes, we are going to focus on some of these spiritual
gifts and highlight how they can be used in sharing your faith. You can
trust God to give you these gifts and use you in these ways. Because
we are 'one body' with 'many gifts', some are gifted in these more than
others, but there is also a generality to these - all of us can function in
these gifts to a certain degree.
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Prophetic evangelism
John 5:19
Jesus  said  to them,  "Truly,  truly,  I  say  to you,  the Son can do
nothing  of  his  own  accord,  but  only  what  he  sees  the  Father
doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise.

Prophecy is simply listening and doing what God says. It sometimes
involves words, and it sometimes doesn't. We're all called to listen and
do what God says,  just as Jesus said in John 5:19.  While some may
clearly have a prophetic anointing that is stronger than others,  that
doesn't mean we're exempt from listening and doing what God says!

Jesus clearly showed a prophetic edge to his ministry when he told
people the good news of the Kingdom. Here are some examples:

 In John 4, he revealed details of a woman's life that he clearly

would  not  have  known  unless  the  Father  told  him
prophetically. We also often call this a 'word of knowledge'.

 He often knew what others were thinking (Mark 2:8; Luke 5:22)

and then would teach something relevant  in  line with  their
thoughts. 

 In John 1:48, Jesus gives a prophetic word to Nathanael, and

afterwards Nathanael follows him.

 In Luke 19,  Jesus knew Zacchaeus's  name and saw him in a

tree - it seems the Father directed Jesus to see him, and told
Jesus to invite himself to Zacchaeus's home.

God also frequently used the apostles with prophetic evangelism.
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Here are some examples:

 He gave Peter a dream that spoke into the context of a man

called  Cornelius  and  his  household  (Acts  10).  Peter  never
realised  the  meaning  of  the  dream until  he  actually  got  to
Cornelius's house.

 He also gave Paul a dream about going to Macedonia (Acts 16).

 He told Ananias to pray for Paul and deliver a message - even

though  Ananias  knew  Paul  was  killing  Christians.  Ananias'
obedience resulted in Paul's conversion to Christ (Acts 9:17).

In each of these examples - and the scriptures have more - we can see
that  prophecy  is  not  relegated  to  one  kind  of  act,  but  can  take
different  forms.  Sometimes  God  gives  a  word  ahead  of  time,  and
sometimes  he  gives  a  word  within  the  situation  as  it's  happening.
Sometimes it's  not what you say but what you do that's  important.
Usually,  it's  also  not  just  what  you  say  but  how you  say  it  that's
important.

Prophecy will often build a bridge between you and whoever you are
sharing with. If  you combine what you see above with some of our
practical tools, including having a 'spiritual conversation', we can begin
to see that we can trust God to guide us in conversations or lead us
toward specific people in specific ways.

So how can you use prophecy in sharing your faith?
1. Trust God to show you specific things in people's lives - remember,
how you deliver  a  prophecy is  as  important  as what it  is.  Don't  go
around telling others what God has told you for a specific person!
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2. Trust God to gently guide a conversation - be it a new conversation
or an ongoing one with a friend - toward the real issues, issues you are
probably not aware of.

3. Trust God to perhaps speak to you about a specific person you're
going to meet today - for example he might tell you, "Today you must
go to the shops and speak to the lady in a red hat." He might tell you
more, or just ask you to do it. 

4.  Trust  God for a  wisdom in  someone's  situation that will  astound
them.

5. Trust God to bring supernatural healing - be it physical or emotional.
More on this below.

6.  Trust  God for  dreams  that  would  be  pertinent  for  someone,  or
would guide you in what you need to do for the day.

Question:  What  other  examples of prophetic  evangelism can you
think of?

We  must  trust  that  the  Holy  Spirit  will  also  work  through  us
supernaturally to really touch on whatever needs to be touched on to
get a person to come to some sort of response to Christ - even if not
immediate, at least in sowing the seeds towards the right direction.

Healing and miracles
We can trust God to physically or emotionally heal others. We see in
the  scriptures  that  physical  healing  was  a  big  part  of  how  Jesus
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demonstrated the Kingdom, and many believed as a result. Prophecy
and healing work together very well - God may give you a prophetic
word about someone's  illness that they have kept secret.  When he
does, it usually means he is going to heal the illness! You should then
be bold, step out, lay hands on them, and pray for healing.

Healing is not a 'show'. It is a clear and active demonstration to the
person being healed and others that God is actually working in this
world and really loves them. Don't make the healing about you and
your  abilities,  this  has  nothing to  do with  that.  When the disciples
made the  success  of  their  supernatural  ministry  about  themselves,
Jesus told them to stop it (Luke 10:20).

Jesus worked in miracles and healing all the time. Frequently, he dealt
with  demons  head-on.  In  1  Corinthians  12:10  above,  the  ability  to
'distinguish'  (discern) spirits is listed as a gift.  So you should expect
God to tell  you when a demonic spirit  is  behind something.  Please
don't think every illness and disease has a demon behind it, but at the
same time, be open and aware that the demonic and angelic world is
real. We don't know all that much about it (books and seminars that try
and rank angels and demons and go into detail are simply speculating)
so don't assume too much. The lesson of exorcism in Jesus' ministry is
to note that he has authority to deal with evil in all its forms, even in its
most in-your-face personal form. You will encounter such things in your
life, but also don't go looking for things where there aren't any!

Combining the supernatural and the natural
If we combine our natural gifts, supernatural gifts, and the practical
tools with the spiritual tools, we begin to see that sharing your faith
doesn't have to be scary or weird or in-your-face, but is meant to be a
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lifestyle. We can develop it into a lifestyle through practice, seeing it
correctly, thinking about what God has called us to do, and constantly
going back to the scriptures to be encouraged with how Jesus and the
early church did it.

Daily availability 
Make yourself available to God. He will impact most people if every
single day you pray a prayer like this: "God I am available to you today.
If you want, use me to draw someone one step closer to you." 

In Acts 2 it says that God added daily to the Jerusalem church those
who were being saved.  The only  way he could have done this  is  if
everyone in the church gave God daily availability to reach people. So
on your way to school, on your way to tech or varsity, on your way to
work, on your way to the shops, on your way to the airport, on your
way to pick up the kids from school, on your way to a braai, or a party,
or a holiday up coast, and when you get to wherever you need to be –
pray this prayer,  "Today I am available to you. Use me. Bring people
across my path who you are drawing to yourself."

Every day go into the day loaded with ELEVEN things:
1. Joy
2. A willingness to make friends and strengthen existing relationships.
3. Humility.
4. Patience.
5. The Holy Spirit.
6. A connectedness to community.
7. A readiness to start spiritual conversations.
8. Real stories to share.
9. The Gospel oozing out of your veins.
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10. An availability to be used by God.
11. An open ear to God's leading.

There are people out there waiting for you. And God is waiting for
your availability. Give to him every day of your life. Because people
matter  to  God.  Because  when  they  are  lost  it  warrants  an  all-out
search. Because when they are found the deepest joy is experienced. 

Question: What hinders you from giving God a daily availability to
reach out to people that God may bring across your path?
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Chapter 8:
YOU HAVE A STORY TO TELL

People  are  far  more  likely  to  believe  if  you  tell  them real,  usually
personal stories that show that God and Jesus are real. 

In Mark 5:19-20, Jesus said this to a man who he had just been set free
from evil spirits: "Go home to your own people and tell them how much
the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you."  This is
what we are doing.

Every one of us should be able to tell lots of personal stories when
asked the question, 'How has God and Jesus made themselves real to
you?' As 1 Peter 3:15 says:

"Always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks
you  for  a  reason  for  the  hope  that  is  in  you;  yet  do  it  with
gentleness and respect."

 
The answers don't need to be super-miracles in your life. Perhaps you
can  tell  about  your  conversion  experience,  or  about  a  way  God
intervened in a situation, or about the peace that God gives you. Or
about your experience of his  presence.  You can also tell  stories of
other people in the life of the church, or in books you have read. 

In this section we are going to briefly look at your testimony - how to
put it together and how to tell it. Then you can practice it!
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Ask the following questions:
1. What is your conversion experience? 
2. What led up to it happening? 
3. How did it happen? 
4. What changes have you noticed since? 
5. In what ways has God and Jesus made themselves real to you? 

Writing  down  the  answers  to  these  questions  can  help  you  to
articulate your testimony to anyone who asks.

The gospel: THE MOST POWERFUL STORY OF THEM ALL
The single most powerful tool you have to share the Gospel is the
ability to communicate it. The idea is to, through your testimony, share
the gospel.

Romans 1:16,17 
"I am not ashamed of the gospel for it is the power of God to save
anyone who believes.” 

It's in the gospel that anyone can get right with God. People are not
saved through our wisdom or cleverness but by God's wisdom: the
gospel. This isn't for the experts to share. The gospel is an invitation to
start  a  relationship  with  God  and  live  in  that  relationship.  It  also
happens to be the meaning of life and, of course, is the main message
of the Bible. 

The gospel can be shared in many, many different ways. Think about
how  the  gospel  can  be  shared  within  your  testimony.  Go  back  to
Chapter 3 and read again about it. Use the G-O-S-P-E-L acronym to
help you. (These are just suggestions - if you have another tool that
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works for you, use that!)

Remember, the Gospel is not:
1. Moralism – getting people to clean up their lives to get close to God.
2. Special spiritual experience – It is not primarily a message about
how knowing God is a life of having spiritual power experiences.
3. Fluffy acceptance – God just loves everyone so much that he will
make sure everything will be okay. Repentance of sin is necessary. 
4. Simply a message that God is love – while this is true it is not the
whole truth. God's love is only properly understood when his holiness,
anger, and righteousness are also understood.
5. Simply a message that God makes your life nicer and wants to be
your friend – there is real sin. Real guilt. Real cleansing needed. Real
change has to be made to the person. They don't just pick up from
where they left off. This message is particularly tempting in our 'me
focused' post-modern world. 

We can be confident of these points because of the reports of gospel
preaching and the responses to it in the New Testament. Do you think
if the apostles were proclaiming the above messages they would ever
had received the responses they did? Consider the following:

1. Luke 3:7 – John the Baptist says,  "You brood of vipers, who warned
you to flee the wrath to come?" 

2. John 3 – Jesus says to Nicodemus that you can't know the first thing
about God unless you are made alive. ("Born again".) 

3.  Matthew 4:17  shows  Jesus'  message:  "Repent,  the  kingdom is  at
hand". In other words, change your mind about God. He is coming to
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earth. It is now. His entire rule and plan is to unfold before your eyes.
He is coming – will you? 

4.  Acts  2:40:  "And  with  many  other  words  he  bore  witness  and
continued to exhort them, saying, 'Save yourselves from this crooked
generation.'" This was clearly his message. 

5. Acts 17:31:  "Because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the
world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this
he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead." One of the
main themes of the book of Revelation is the judgment to come. 

6. You see twice in Acts 16:30 and 2:37 people ask, "What must we do
to be saved?". You don't ask this question if someone told you "God
can make your life nicer". Our goal is to get the right message across. 

Remember, sharing your faith is not telling your personal story but
using your personal story to tell the gospel. Besides, sometimes your
personal story is actually not going to be the best thing to share - you
just need to tell people the gospel.

Some tips to help you share your testimony and the gospel.
1. Practice it on other Christians first.
2. Just be yourself – don't feel you have to sound like a preacher. You
don't need to sound slick.
3. Invite questions and comments as you go along, using the mental
outline  of  G-O-S-P-E-L  (in  chapter  3)  to  keep  the  conversation  on
track.
4.  After you have shared it ask,  "What do you think?" and "Is there
anything that stops you from trusting in Jesus?" or even, "Did I make
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sense to you?" Let people give you some advice if  you didn't quite
make sense. Don't be embarrassed, we're all learning.

Pause and ask the following questions:
1. Do you have your own way of communicating the main message of
the Gospel?
2. What are the natural events / conversation gaps that are good for
sharing the gospel?
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Chapter 9: 
A THEOLOGY FOR OUR CITY

Most  people  today  live  in  cities.  It's  predicted  that  this  will  only
increase. According to a United Nations report in 2014, it's predicted
that 66 percent of the world's population will be in cities by 2050. 90
percent of the increase will happen in Asia and Africa.

Johannesburg is our city and we love this city. Because God loves this
city.  Maybe you struggle with loving Johannesburg - you need to ask
God to change your heart, to see what he sees, and open your eyes to
the amazing people of this city. Because a city is not just a bunch of
buildings and roads and infrastructure, but its people.

Acts 18:10
And many of  the Corinthians  hearing Paul  believed and were
baptized. 9 And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, "Do
not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent, 10 for I am
with you,  and no one will  attack you to  harm you,  for  I  have
many in this city who are my people." 11 And he stayed a year
and six months, teaching the word of God among them. 

Jeremiah 29:7
"Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and
pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your
welfare."

As the two scriptures  above show,  God loves people and he loves
cities. He wants us to 'seek the welfare' of our city, Johannesburg. As
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more people become city people we have to come to grips with how
we reach the city of today.

God's plan has always been a city
From Genesis to Revelation we see that God's plan has always been a
city. Abraham  sought  the  city  “whose  builder  and  maker  is  God”
(Hebrews 11.10). The New Jerusalem is God's city in Revelation 21:1, a
city God will establish when he wraps up our current age and creates
the new heavens and new earth. While Revelation is, of course, a book
of 'picture-language', it's also true that when God gave the very literal
instruction to humanity to 'have dominion' and 'fill the earth' in Genesis
1:28 he was directing mankind to bring order to this earth, and to do it
in team, which is all most clearly seen in the creation of civilisations
that live in well  structured, ordered cities.  The New Jerusalem may
well be a picture, but it is certainly a city of some kind.

Cities are not just a social phenomenon but are very much according
to the plan of God. That might seem strange to you, but that's because
we live  in  a  fallen  world  where cities  have slums and poverty  and
pollution and so on. 

Cities in the Old Testament
God  instituted  that  cities  should  be  places  of  'refuge'  in  the  Old
Testament.  Accused  people  could  flee  there  for  justice,  whereas
outside of the city mob justice would be all too easy. The city does
tend to be a more merciful place for minorities as it provides a space
for them to come together. 

However,  cities  are,  of  course,  something  that  can  be  misused.  As
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much as minority groups can come together,  so can deviant groups,
meaning that sin is often much more pronounced in cities. Cain, in the
Old Testament, also built cities for his own protection and to be used
to enact vengeance on others. 

Cities are cultural hubs
By God's design cities become cultural hubs - as people band together
there  is  a  collective  power  to  basically  'draw out  the  resources  of
creation', as writer and preacher Tim Keller puts it. 

He continues:  "In Revelation 18 we see that the city is a place of 1)
music  and  the  arts  (v.22a),  2)  crafts  and  works  of  all  arts  and
manufacturing (v.22b),  3)  trade and retailing (v.23c),  4)  technological
advance (v.23a),  5)  family building (v.23b).  This  is  what the city was
designed by God to do, as an instrument of glorifying him by 'mining'
the riches of creation and building a God-honouring civilisation."

Positively,  this  creates  wonderful  spaces  of  art  and  creativity  and
beauty  and  intelligence.  As  ideas  come  together  and  more  people
band  together  around  such ideas,  forming  them and shaping  them,
newer ideas emerge. Negatively, cities can also be 'magnifying glasses'
of the sinful parts of human hearts.

All this then is why cities become culture-making centres of a nation.
Again, from Keller: "Cities draw and gather together human resources
and tap their potential for cultural development as no other human-life
organisation  structure can." The ideas  formed in  cities  become the
ideas  nations  eventually  follow.  The  cultures  of  a  nation's  cities
become the cultures of that nation. 
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There is good and bad here, but the point is to realise that cities are
not intrinsically evil. Like with all aspects of the fall, there are positives
and negatives to what we do. God's plan has always been a city and we
are moving ahead with his plan, but in a fallen way, which brings out all
sorts of other rubbish in our cities. 

Johannesburg  has  always  been  God's  plan. We  must  realise  that,
while this city was founded on plenty of greed due to a gold rush, God
has always intended for there to be a city here. He always intended for
us to mine the riches of his creation and make things with it. If there
were no sin there would have been no problem that this city was built
up around its natural resources. However, like with all aspects of the
fall,  God's  plan  for  Johannesburg  has  always  been  tainted  by  our
sinfulness.

Acts 17:26-27 gives us a window into the incredible creativity of God in
designing nations and cities. 

Acts 17:26-27
“And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on
all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and
the  boundaries  of  their  dwelling  place,  that  they  should  seek
God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he
is actually not far from each one of us.” 

City-building was always God’s idea. 

Cities are places to meet God
In the ancient times, cities were always the places where temples and
shrines were built, where people would pilgrim to so they could offer
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sacrifices to their god. God seems to have always planned for cities to
be places where people would meet him - hence, the emphasis on the
city  of  Jerusalem  and  his  temple  being  built  there  in  the  Old
Testament, and his plan for a New Jerusalem. 

The  density  of  a  city  has  always  made  them  hotbeds  for  ideas,
including religious ideas.  All  the dynamics of  a city,  its  exchange of
ideas,  its  art,  everything  that  develops  culture,  also  creates  a
restlessness  with  people.  Therefore,  there  is  tremendous
opportunity for evangelism in the city. 

Paul's strategy for cities
In the New Testament we see that Paul - who planted many churches -
focused on city centres, usually the most prominent, probably realising
the massive evangelism opportunity and the influence of cities over
the  rest  of  the  regions.  It's  in  the  cities  that  you  win  law  schools,
universities,  people  from all  different  nationalities,  minority  groups,
majority groups, people of other religions, creatives, professions, and
so on.

City people are usually more open to new ideas, whereas it can be a
huge amount of work to bring a new message like the gospel to a rural
region, where people generally don't want to change. Plus, the sheer
amount  of  people  in  a  city  allows  for  the  message  to  travel  much
faster.  Furthermore,  churches  can  also  be  much  more  quickly
resourced in a city to do their work.

But cities are also broken
All the diversity and density of a city can also create spaces where
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sinful ideas can prosper, and cities can also become places of violence,
classism,  racism,  and  so  on.  Because  people  of  the  same  kind  of
morality  can find each other much more easily,  sinful  attitudes and
practices become much more pronounced and sinful ideas can spread
much more easily.

Tim Keller  notes  that  this  can  be seen perfectly  in  Genesis  11  and
Babel.  "The  Babel-builders  specifically  sought  to  build  a  city  that
would gather people for their own glory. (Many scholars believe that,
since  Genesis  9  and  10  indicates  God  wanted  human  spread  and
cultural  differentiation,  Babel  may  have  actually  been  built  in
resistance  to  cultural  diversity.)  The  result  of  the  sin  of  Babel  is
confusion.  People  cannot  communicate.  Any  human  effort  at  unity
based  on  common  defiance  of  God  resulted  in  fragmentation  and
greater disunity. So today, cities built on human defiance of God and
for 'making a name' for the human builders find enormous strife and
confusion and violence between diverse groups of people."

Cities can also become places of pride, arrogance, excess, over-work
and  exhaustion.  Since  there  is  usually  a  lot  of  money  flowing,  and
access  to  things  people can't  access  in  the countryside,  greed and
over-work become quite the norm. 

"Since the human heart is made in the image of God and is totally
depraved, therefore the city brings out the very, very best and worst of
human capabilities," says Keller. "Adam would have developed a city of
God and all the potentialities of creation (physical nature and human
spirit) would have been untainted and thus the city would be glorious.
Today, however, art and science and technology and education serve
to  both  bring  out  the  best  and  worst.  We  can  all  feel  it.  Nothing
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challenges and presses  you to  excellence like  the city.  But  nothing
drives you to reach down deep and do well. In sin that all becomes
tainted and idolatrous and exhausting, of course. The purpose of the
City of Rebellion is  'to make a name for ourselves'  [as they said at
Babel].  This  is  still  a  deep drive and engine in  the building of  any
human city. It  is a spirituality of darkness of enormous force, it  is a
motivation moving many or most people who move toward the city."

Many people don't like Johannesburg because it can be exhausting.
The time we spend travelling, the many things to do, and the crime and
other issues can taint our view. But we must learn how to see things
God's way, and manage our time according to God's way. 

Cities are also places where new religious cults and strange ideas can
flourish. The positive for Christianity is also a negative. Human idolatry
is simply enhanced. But God's plan is to use this fact to let his gospel
spread, and let that gospel capture the imagination of the city and the
nation. Therefore, if we reach the city we reach the culture. If we reach
the culture, we reach our nation. And we can therefore begin to reach
our neighbour nations and, of course, the world. 

God loves Johannesburg
There are lost and broken people in Johannesburg who are desperate.
There are plenty of  people who want  to  take advantage of  them -
people who are lost themselves. But we are called to reach this city
with the gospel of the Kingdom - to push back the darkness and let the
reign of God be found in every inch of every heart in this city, which
will have profound effects on the way this city will look, run, and be.
Seek  the  welfare  of  Johannesburg  and  you  even  seek  your  own
welfare. The city of God is marked by his peace, prosperity, joy, justice,
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compassion, righteousness, family building, and so on. We are called to
make Johannesburg a city of God. This city can be so very different,
if we would do what we are called to do. If we do this together, we
can win this city. This is why, as Cornerstone, we plant sites all over our
city, so we can reach them effectively, together. Therefore, one of the
practical ways you can get involved in our city-vision is help to pioneer
or strengthen a new site.

Ways of living in our city
We generally find four approaches to ministry in the city. 

1. Despising the city and seeing the church as a fortress - protecting
ourselves and our communities.
2. Becoming the city. The church becomes a mirror that pretty much
looks just like the city.
3. Using the city. The church becomes a 'space capsule' - we use the
city for our own needs, simply consume, and couldn't care less about
its future.
4. We love the city. The Kingdom of God is like leaven - a little leavens
the whole lump. Our work has profound effects for the future of this
city.

Which of these are more effective?

Models of urban ministry
This is taken from Timothy Keller's article at 
www.cru.org/content/dam/cru/legacy//2012/02/A_Theology_of_Cities.p
df
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1. WORD (Ezra). Ezra recovered the Word for the people. Preaching,
discipling,  teaching,  evangelising  in  a  way  contextualised  to  the
concerns and capacities of the people of the city.

2. DEED (Nehemiah). Nehemiah made the city safe and functional.
Mercy and Justice! Holistic ministry.  Safe streets,  good jobs, decent
housing, good schools.

3. WORK (Esther). Esther rose high in a pagan society but then used
her position at  great  risk to work for justice in society  and for her
people.  A  key  part  of  city  ministry  is  to  equip  Christians  to  work
distinctively as Christians in their vocation.

4. COMMUNITY (Jeremiah). Jeremiah's letter (chapter 29) told the
exiles to neither assimilate nor separate but live out their lives as a
community 'seeking the peace / welfare of the city'. So we are not only
to  be  'witnesses'  by  our  individual  lives,  but  by  the  beauty  of  our
communal life. a) Generosity with money and simplicity of life, b) races
and classes loving together over barriers, c) sexual purity and respect
shown by men/women to one another in relationships.

Question: Are you ready to love Joburg?
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Chapter 10:
GOSPEL TO THE NATIONS

God has always been a 'sending' God. So much so that he sent Jesus
to  the  world  to  rescue  it.  Throughout  the  scriptures  he  is  always
sending people to accomplish his purposes.

Acts 1:8
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 

The mandate of the Church is to go into the entire world and preach
the gospel.  In the text above,  Jesus said his  disciples would be his
witnesses in  their city (Jerusalem),  their region  (Judea), the region of
those  people  that  were  different  to  them (Samaria  -  where  the
Samaritans  lived,  whom  were  seen  to  be  outside  of  God's  plan
according to large parts of Jewish culture at the time), and the end of
the earth. That's quite self-explanatory!

We've covered the gospel in the city and, by implication, our nation.
But we cannot stop there. We must understand this is a call to the
entire world -  and all  of  us are part  of  this  mission call,  not select
elders or people on a translocal team like New Covenant Ministries
International (NCMI)2. This is an attitude that should be part of all that
we do as the Church. All believers should have a "going" outlook, even
if it is only to their neighbour's house to begin with. In our hearts we

2 Cornerstone Church partners with NCMI in our translocal work all
over the world. For more info, see ncmigauteng.co.za.
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should carry the understanding that every believer and every church
has the mandate to be witnesses in "Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth". The entire Church, that means
every  local  expression  of  the  Church,  should  have  a  heart  for  the
nations.

The  word  'apostle'  means  'one  who  is  sent',  like  a  messenger  or
delegate.  The Church is  called to  be "apostolic",  which,  at  its  root,
means  to  be  going. It  is  only  an  apostolic  Church  that  is  able  to
properly fulfil the mandate of the Church. The apostolic continuously
calls us to remember that:

 The mandate is not a staying mandate; it is a sending mandate.

 The mandate is not a gathering mandate; it is a going mandate.

 The mandate is not a getting mandate; it is a giving mandate.

There are five keys to discipling the nations that we try to live out:

 Making radical disciples.

 Training, equipping, and appointing key leaders

 Planting churches

 Establishing bases (churches) from which to operate

 Spiritual warfare (advancing the Kingdom through everything

we do)
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The cry of a sending God 
Romans 10:14-15
"How, then, can they call on the One they have not believed in?
And how can they believe in the One of Whom they have not
heard? And how can they hear  without  someone preaching to
them? And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it  is
written,  'How  beautiful  are  the  feet  of  those  who  bring  good
news!'"

From the beginning the gospel has been a 'going/sending' (apostolic)
message. It has always been in God's heart to bless all nations through
his chosen people, first Israel, then the Church. In the Old Testament
we see that God begins to show his heart by sending Abraham. He was
called to go and be a blessing to all nations (Genesis 12), which would
have an impact for all future generations. 

Hebrews 11:8,9
8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a
place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out,
not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he went to live in the
land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and
Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 

Hebrews 11:10
For  he  was  looking  forward  to  the  city  that  has  foundations,
whose designer and builder is God.

Abraham  went, not knowing what really lay  before him but trusting
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that God would open up and reveal the way to him. Abraham's life and
call provided the foundation for the nation of Israel and as a nation
they were also called by God to be a blessing to the nations, to be a
people bringing God's message to the nations. God always drew their
attention to this and was quite clear that his plan was to make all the
nations his own. 

Isaiah 56:7 (NIV)
"My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations."

Whenever  His  people  wandered  from  their  call  in  Old  Testament
times,  God 'sent'  His  prophets.  They  understood  that  God wanted
them to  'go'  in  response  to  the  cry  of  God.  Isaiah  6:8  and  9  is  a
powerful illustration of this. God calls out, "Whom shall I send? And
who will go for us?" Isaiah answers, "Here am I, send me!" The Lord's
response was, "GO and tell this people..."

When  we  come  to  the  New  Testament  we  find  that  the  word
translated as 'sent' (from which we get our word for apostle, apostolic,
etc.) is used approximately 30 times. The word 'apostle' means 'sent
one'. The first high-point of this in the New Testament is the coming of
Jesus, the Great Apostle, who was 'sent' by His Father.

Galatians 4:4
"But when the fullness of time had come God sent forth His Son." 

John 4:34
"I must do the will of Him who sent me ..."

Luke 4:18
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"He has sent Me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners..."

John 9:4
"...we must do the work of Him Who sent me."

Then watch how Jesus modelled a going lifestyle in his own ministry,
from Luke 4:

4:31 "Then He went down to Capernaum ..."
4:43  "...  I  must  preach  the  good  news  ...  to  other  towns  also,
because that is why I was sent."
5:1 "... Jesus stood by the lake of Gennesaret ..."
5:12 "While Jesus was in one of the towns ..."
6:1 "One Sabbath, Jesus was going through the grain
fields ..."
7:1 "He entered Capernaum ..."
7:11 "Soon afterwards, Jesus went to a town called Nain ..."
8:1  "After  this,  Jesus  travelled  from  one  town  and  village  to
another ..."
8:22 "... Jesus said, 'Let's go over to the other side of the lake ...'"
8:40 "Now when Jesus returned ..."
9:51 "Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem ..."
10:38 "He came to a village ..."

Jesus, in equipping the disciples, would often 'send' them out. He sent
the Twelve in Luke 9:1-6 and Mark 3:13-15, and seventy in Luke 10:1-17.
Then before he ascended to heaven, Jesus commissioned his Church
to go into all the world (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-18) and, in John
17:18; 20:21, he sends all of us, for ever: 
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"As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the
world... Peace to you. As the Father has sent Me, I also send you."

After  Jesus  has  ascended we see the apostles  continue the trend.
Philip went to Samaria and there was a great revival (Acts 8:5-8). Peter
is  sent  to  Cornelius'  home  (Acts  10:20,  23).  Paul  sent  Timothy
(Philippians 2:19,  23),  Epaphroditus (Philippians 2:25)  and Artimus or
Tychicus (Titus 3:12). 

The only time we are told to stay is to receive power and direction
(Acts 1:4-8; Acts 13:1-3) but the result of that 'staying' was a 'going out' in
great power. As David Bosch says (Witness to the World. p.184),  "It is
not true that there is mission because there is church; rather, there is
church because there is mission." 

Just as the cry of a sending God is at the heart of the scriptures, being
'sent' should be at the heart of our Christian faith. God has sent you.
Mission is still  on the heart of God today. This will  not change with
time!  The  Great  Commission  is  still,  "Go!"  not  "Come."  This  isn't
accomplished over the Internet but requires us to physically go. Going
is an attitude, but that attitude is followed by actually going. 

We  go  on  short-term  outreaches  or  missions,  but  we  also  must
consider going somewhere permanently.  It  is possible that God has
called you to another area or city or nation. It is true that God does
not call everyone to relocate, but it is equally true that God does call
people to relocate. God may call you to a season in a particular place,
and sometimes you will go and then come back. There is no hard and
fast rule as to what this looks like,  only that we should be going in
some way or form.
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We need to have a pioneering and giving spirit. God's way of 'doing
mission' has actually always been for local churches to be the sending
bases for those who go. All must go and all must give. Some feel they
cannot ever go but they will  give. Others feel that because they go
they do not have to give,  but both are needed.  All  should support
prayerfully. Introversion, the attitude of 'staying' and 'keeping' instead
of 'going' and 'giving' leads to 'bless me' clubs and navel-gazing, which
in turn leads to strife and division (like the polarisation around Paul
and Apollos – 1 Corinthians 1), then decay and eventually death.

Jesus said to His disciples in Matthew 16:24-26: 

"If anyone would come after Me, he must deny himself and take
up his cross and follow Me. For whoever wants to save his life will
lose it but whoever loses his life for Me will find it ..."

God is  so  committed  to  this  pattern  that  the  early  believers  were
scattered  abroad  when  they  settled  down.  Persecution  was  the
catalyst that launched a second wave of going in the book of Acts. 

Acts 8:1
“And there arose on that day a great  persecution against  the
church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the
regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.”

Hopefully it will not take that again in our times to bring the Church
back to living apostolically. But if you look at our current context, it
seems that God is definitely letting his church be uncomfortable.
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Changing a 'staying' attitude

 Make a decision and mean it.

 Look up to God for help.

"...for  it  is  God  Who  works  in  you  to  will  and  to  act
according to His good purpose" (Philippians 2:12, 13)

 Receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

"...wait for the gift my Father promised ..." (Acts 1:4).

"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you ..." (Acts 1:8)

 Look out at the fields.

"...lift  up  your  eyes  and  look  at  the  fields,  for  they  are
already white for harvest!" (John 4:35)

 Pray for the Lord of the harvest to thrust forth labourers. 

"The  harvest  truly  is  great  but  the  labourers  are  few;
therefore,  pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to  send  out
labourers into His harvest.  Go! I  am sending you..."  (Luke
10:2, 3)

 Start giving - today!

"Give and it shall be given to you..." (Luke 6:38)

 Whatever you need, start giving it! 

"...You will  be made rich in every way so that you can be
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generous on every occasion..." (2 Corinthians 9:6, 7; 10-15)

 Start going – by equipping yourself to be a witness.

 We need "seed to sow" – a plan of salvation (2 Corinthians

9:10).  Equip yourself for a particular area you feel called to.
For  example,  linguistically  or  culturally.  Make  yourself
available, firstly to God and secondly to the leaders of your
church. Tell them you sense the call of God on your life. Let
them begin to equip you (Ephesians 4:11-16).

People will only "come" to Jesus (Matthew 11:28) if we will "go into
all the world."
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HAVE YOU RECEIVED CHRIST YET?

If you will receive Jesus as your Lord and Saviour, he will find, forgive,
fill, free and never forsake you. This gift is called 'salvation'. Here is a
prayer that can help you do just that:

God, you created me and you have the right to lead my life. But I
have sinned against you, a holy God, and I have been separated
from you.

Jesus, I believe you are the unique Son of God who died for my
sins, rose again, and who is still alive. You are Saviour and Lord.
From now on I put all of my faith in you alone.

So be my Saviour: Forgive my sins, and give me your the gift of
eternal life. Make me a brand-new child of God.

And  be  my  Lord:  Take  my  life.  I  choose  to  turn  my  back  on
everything which I know displeases
you. Fill me with your Holy Spirit and live in me, so I live in you
and live out a life As I follow you, help me to live a life that brings
you joy.

Thank you that you hear my prayer of faith. Thank you for your
promise: that You promise that if anyone calls on you, they will
be saved. So thank you that I am now saved!

Amen.
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