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By MANDlA ZiBi

IF the latest Budget announcements areanything to go by, the Church will be
called to give more assistance to the poor

as government begins to implement “auster-
ity” measures to balance its books, a top
Catholic commentator told The Southern
Cross following Finance Minister Pravin
Gordhan’s Budget speech for 2017. 
While Mike Pothier of the Catholic Par-

liamentary Liaison Office acknowledged the
7% increase on average in social grants an-
nounced by the minister, he pointed out
that it was below “the real inflation rate for
the poor”, which he estimated at 10%. 
“The standard of living for the poor in

South Africa has gone up way beyond the of-
ficial inflation rate of around 6%. Food
prices and other living expenses have gone
up considerably and social grants will not
keep up, even after this increase,” he said. 
“So thankfully there is an increase, but

the parish finance committees and other
bodies in poor areas will still find it hard
going to fund soup kitchens, food parcels
and other interventions for the poor.”
Mr Pothier said he believed there could

be more cooperation between government
and the Church in the area of poverty alle-
viation. He pointed out that many grass-
roots Catholic organisations who work with
the poor are struggling for funds “but they
know the problems that poor people face.
They have the experience, they just lack the
money,” he said. 
In an environment where international

donors are increasingly turning to their own
domestic problems, it did not make sense
for government to continue to resist work-
ing with a homegrown non-governmental
sector. “Instead you hear of government de-
partments which fail to spend their budget
allocations at the end of the cycle,”
lamented Mr Pothier.
Commenting in general on the Budget,

he praised it as “very considered, thorough
and vigorous”. 
“Minister Gordhan does not take

chances. He does not underestimate any-
thing, neither does he overestimate. His
speech was about clarity, certainty and
knowledge. Everyone knows where they
stand. For example, now the Minister of
Higher Education, Dr Blade Nzimande,
knows exactly how much he is getting and

what he can do as far as the issue of
#FeesMustFall is concerned,” he said. 
Regarding what some commentators

have called an “aggressive” new top tax rate
of 45% for individuals earning over R1,5
million, Mr Pothier said it was “superficial”
of the media to focus on the issue.
“This is something that affects 1 person

out of 50 000 in South Africa. On average
this person takes home around R80 000 per
month. You have CEOs who earn up to R30
million a year and yet the media focuses on
the fact that he/she might have to pay a mil-
lion rand more to the taxman. This is a very
superficial approach to the situation,” said
the commentator. 
He also blasted some cabinet ministers

for ignoring Minister Gordhan’s calls for
modesty and austerity in spending taxpay-
ers’ money on luxury and inessential items,
like cars, accommodation and parties. 
“You have the Ministers of Mineral Re-

sources and of Labour buying themselves
luxury cars worth more than a million rand
each despite Minister Gordhan’s instruc-
tions. Instead of sending a message of soli-
darity with the poor and workers in the
mines who are losing their jobs almost every
day, they spit in their faces. This mentality
of self-importance is worrying in our gov-
ernment. The president could also intervene
by sending strong instructions to cabinet to
support Minister Gordhan.” 
The highlight of the social budget was

the fact that social grants were increased by
about 7% on average.
Spending on social grants is set to rise

from R164,9bn in 2016/17 to R209,1bn by
2019/20, growing at an annual average of
8,2% over the medium term.
The number of social-grant beneficiaries

is expected to reach 18,1 million by the end
of 2019/20.
The specific increases are:
• Old-age grants from R1 505 to R 1 600

per month.
• State old-age grants for over-75s from 

R1 525 to R1 620.
• War veterans’ grant from R1 525 to 

R1 620.
• Disability grants from R1 505 to R1 600.
• Foster-care grants from R890 to R920.
• Care-dependency grants from R1 505 to

R1 600.
• Child-support grants from R355 to

R380.
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Budget 2017:
tough times

By CHRiStiNE BoRDEloN

AS part of the 175th anniversary celebra-
tion of the Sisters of the Holy Family—an
African-American congregation founded

in pre-Civil War New Orleans by Mother Hen-
riette Delille— 20 members of the religious
order rode through the city in a Mardi Gras 
parade. 
Sr Greta Jupiter, head of the order, had asked

the Mystic Krewe of Femme Fatale group if the
sisters could ride with them, and Femme Fatale
president Gwendolyn Rainey jumped at the 
request.
“We found it only fitting that they ride, due

to their work in the community and their his-
tory,” Ms Rainey said.
“We are standing on their shoulders. We

have a number of members who are graduates
of St Mary’s Academy (a school run by the sis-
ters). And, I know, somewhere in my life, their
hands have touched me.”
Traditionally, float riders are required to

mask in costume, but the sisters were dressed
in their normal veils, habits and wearing cruci-
fixes. “We were their royal, honorary guests, so
we didn’t have to wear a mask or costume,”

said Sr Greta.
Riding in the parade is one of the congrega-

tion’s many activities during their year-long an-
niversary celebration, which will culminate
with a closing Mass at St Louis cathedral and
banquet in November.
Sr Greta said the ride was historic, believed

to be the first time a women’s religious congre-
gation has ridden in a parade as a group.
The sisters threw specially minted medal-

lions to the crowds, one side bearing the coat
of arms of the Sisters of the Holy Family, and
the flip side of the medallion the Mystic Krewe
of Femme Fatale’s logo.
Sr Greta said she hoped the ride had created

more awareness of the congregation’s history
and its ministries today, which include care for
seniors, feeding the homeless, and education.
She also hoped it would further Mother

Delille’s cause.
Her sainthood cause was opened in 1988

and was approved unanimously by US bishops
in 1997. She was declared venerable in 2010.
“Parades are part of a celebration,” Sr Greta

said. “And I really wanted the visibility of the
Sisters of the Holy Family celebrating its 175th
year.”—CNS

Religious sisters ride in
New Orleans Mardi Gras

Rev Dirk Gevers, head of the Bible Society, with some of the children who received new
isiZulu Bible-based literacy booklets at the launch of the project in Embo, near Hillcrest in
KwaZulu-Natal. See Page 2 for the story.
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Denise Adams
sells The South-
ern Cross to
parishioner
Patrick Petersen
of Christ the
King parish in
Wentworth, Dur-
ban. We love re-
ceiving your
photos of parish-
ioners selling
The Southern
Cross—and so
do our readers!
Please keep
them coming.
Send photos to
pics@scross.
co.za 

Tapestry by Margret Mkhize
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By MANDlA ZiBi

THE Bible Society of South
Africa has made available for
the first time two Bible-based

literacy booklets in isiZulu. The
launch of the literacy project took
place at the Power of God Commu-
nity church in Embo near Hillcrest
in KwaZulu-Natal.
The event was attended by mem-

bers of the KwaZulu-Natal depart-
ments of education and arts and
culture, as well as various church
and community leaders.
“The most important guests on

the day, however, were 300 Grade R,
1 and 2 learners from Khanya
khwezi, iBambo, Vusumuzi, Gwadu
Zenex and iPhoshane primary
schools,” said Mims Turley, the
Bible Society representative.
“Each one of these children re-

ceived a set of the isiZulu literacy
booklets.” 
The basic literacy project com-

prises two booklets—My first Bible Do
and Learn Book (IBhayibheli lami
Lokusebenzela nokufunda Incwadi-1)
and My 2nd Bible Do and Learn Book
(IBhayibheli lami Lokwenza nokufunda
Incwadi-2)—aimed especially at pre-
primary schoolchildren and founda-
tion learners (Grades R, 1 and 2).
Two mother-tongue speakers

helped with the booklets. Reverend
Sibusiso Lindani Zondi worked on
the development and translation of
the material, while Robert Mchunu
was the editor.
According to Ms Turley, some

years ago the society became aware
of thousands of children in poorer

areas who attend daycare centres,
but are not exposed to literacy at
all. Many are often behind when
they start Grade 1. 
“When one compares these chil-

dren’s circumstances to those of
children from advantaged homes,
who are exposed to some 400 hours
of literacy before they begin school,
it is evident that many marginalised
children begin their schooling with
a backlog that is hard to overcome,”
she said.
After thorough research, the

Bible Society decided to develop
Bible-based literacy material. The
programme is based on the Do and
Learn Method, developed by the
late educationalist Dr Rose Botha. 
The booklets engage all five

human senses Teaching is made
easy through the use of colourful il-
lustrations, icons, flashcards, and
activities such as reading, writing,

numeracy, drawing and singing.
The booklets are currently avail-

able in English, Afrikaans, isiXhosa,
Sesotho and now isiZulu. The devel-
opment of the material in Sepedi
and all the other South African lan-
guages is underway.
Bible Society CEO Reverend Dirk

Gevers said that he agreed with the
findings of UNESCO, that literacy is
a fundamental human right and the
foundation for lifelong learning.
Literacy, he said, is an instrument of
empowerment. 
“Not only can these booklets con-

tribute to the reading and writing
abilities of our children, but children
can also begin to discover the Bible,
with its message that can truly trans-
form lives,” Rev Gevers said. 
n For more information please contact
the nearest Bible House, phone 021
910 8705, or send an e-mail to bib
lia@biblesociety.co.za

New isiZulu Bible-based
books for children launched

St Peter Claver parish in Pimville, Soweto, was visited by seminarians
from their retreat break with Fr tom Segami oMi at Magalies to share in
the Eucharist. Some of them are in their final year before ordination.
(Photo: Sello Mokoka)

Dominicans: speakers ponder core values
StAFF REPoRtER

COMMUNITY, mission, the
journey with God, and the
Dominican ethos were some

of the dominant themes at the Do-
minican Family Day held in Johan-
nesburg.
A lineup of speakers from various

backgrounds, together with mem-
bers of the order, gathered to cele-
brate the closing of the Jubilee Year
of the order. The event was also the
annual general meeting of the Do-
minican family in South Africa, and
was fittingly held on the Feast of St
Thomas Aquinas.
In 2016 the Dominicans cele-

brated 800 years since their confir-
mation by Pope Honorius III via the
papal bull Religiosam vitam on De-
cember 22, 1216. 
Reflecting on the “DNA of Do-

minicans”, Fr Mark James OP, a
chaplain at the University of
KwaZulu Natal, said that just as
DNA indicates every person’s make-
up, similarly “there is stability in
Dominican life, and yet there have
been changes over the 800 years”.

Fr James pointed out that the
sense of continuity with the past
and the encounter with future
change can be good or bad, but the
four basic elements of Dominican
life remained. These were the four
pillars of study, contemplation,
community life, and mission.
Other cherished values included

integration and balance, the gift of
friendship, the love of truth, and the
grace of freedom. Mendicancy, itin-
eracy, dependence on God’s grace,
were also strongly emphasised.
Sr Mary Tuck and Terry Sacco, a

Dominican associate and secular
scholar, spoke on the meaning of
contemplative dialogue, beginning
with Psalm 101, as a way of being
together and participating commu-
nally in shared meanings. 
The skills needed for this in-

cluded listening, being inwardly
quiet, speaking in a thoughtful and
inclusive way “about what really
matters”, intentionally creating a
“we” space, they said.
Baatseba Chiloane, a social

worker who works with youth,
shared her understanding of com-

munity as belonging, unity, respect,
giving, being a brother or sister,
being a good neighbour, and re-
sponding to the needs of others.
In practice, she maintained, this

may be about raising awareness
around health issues and education,
listening to someone affected by do-
mestic violence, encouraging people
not to engage in risky behaviour,

helping families with registering the
birth of a baby, keeping in touch
with others through social media.
Shuhaida Adam, a Muslim social

worker, told how the Islamic Care-
line—a community counselling
service—began 25 years ago, serving
only Muslim women and children.
The service had gone past the habit
of focusing on those who “look and

believe” the same, those who share
the same sense of belonging and
identity.
Ms Adam pointed out that Islam

sees the concept of neighbour as
key, not only one’s immediate
neighbour, but the neighbourhood
and beyond. Islam is meant to assist
where people are suffering, and
must be open, welcoming and non-
judgmental, even where people’s in-
tentions are not pure. “We need to
challenge what is wrong, embrace
what is good, love God,” she said. 
Fr Brian Mhlanga of Radio Veri-

tas shared his personal story of how
he was shaped by the family in
which he grew up and by their cul-
tural beliefs and practices.
“What I carried in my bag I

should not have carried. I came to
religious life with baggage, having
already experienced community.”
For him, community and mission
were a “school of love” promoting
dialogue, growth and repentance. 
“Together we need to embark on

the search for truth since none of us
knows it. We are about faith seeking
understanding,” said Fr Mhlanga. 

the papal nuncio, Archbishop Peter Wells, addressed the new intake of seminarians at St Francis
Xavier orientation Seminary in Cape town.

Children from primary schools in Kwazulu-Natal hold up their new Bible
Society isiZulu booklets.

Dominicans and a group of speakers from various backgrounds attended
the Dominicans’ Family Day and AGM, signing off on celebrations of the
order’s 800th-year jubilee.
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GOD BLESS AFRICA
Guard our people,
guide our leaders

and give us peace.
Luke 11:1-13

Bishops: stop
playing with the
lives of the poor

By MANDlA ZiBi

THE Southern African Catholic
Bishops’ Conference accused the
government of “playing with the

lives of the poor” amid widespread
fears that the social grant system is in
crisis and that payments to 17 million
poor South Africans might be disrupted
after the first of April this year. 
This is when the government en-

tity tasked with the administration of
grants, the South African Social Secu-
rity Agency (Sassa), takes over the dis-
bursement of grants from a private
outsourced company. 
In a statement, Bishop Abel Gabuza,

of the SACBC’s Justice & Peace depart-
ment, expressed deep dismay at the
“inept and negligent manner with
which Sassa has handled the crisis”.
“Despite repeated assurances by

Sassa that there is no crisis, we remain
worried about the poor’s access to so-
cial grants beyond March. In a matter
that is critically important for the
livelihood of the poor, we expect state
institutions to proceed with greater
urgency and sensitivity, within the
limits of law,” Bishop Gabuza said. 
It was “ethically unacceptable”, the

bishop said, that for three years, Sassa
had failed to meet the Constitutional
Court order of 2014 to implement the
insourcing of grant payments by
March 31, 2017.

‘We also find it unacceptable
that, despite knowing about

the looming crisis last year, Sassa
waited till a few weeks before the ex-
piry of the Cash Paymaster Services
(CPS) contract to approach the Con-
stitutional Court on a way forward,”
said the cleric. 
CPS is the company that the dis-

bursement of social grants has been
outsourced to since 2009. In 2013 the
North Gauteng High Court declared
the awarding of its tender for all nine
provinces constitutionally invalid, but
the judge could not order to have it set
aside as it would interrupt payments.
Bishop Gabuza said Sassa’s short-

term plans with regard to disbursement

of social grants “can only be achieved
if the Constitutional Court approves
the extension of the CPS contract and
CPS agrees to the terms of the extended
contract. We have no firm assurance
that this will happen,” he declared. 
Given the gravity of the matter, the

bishop said the government would “be
remiss” if nobody was held account-
able for the current crisis. “We there-
fore call on the presidency to hold the
minister [Bathabile Dlamini] and Sassa
to account for putting the grant dis-
bursement system at risk,” he said. 

In another development, FinanceMinister Pravin Gordhan denied re-
ports of a looming conflict between
him and Ms Dlamini over the crisis.
Mr Gordhan said the National Treas-
ury was committed to help the de-
partment of social development and
Sassa “by any legal means possible to
ensure the payment of grants to South
Africans relying on such grants”.
A Gauteng daily quoted the finance

minister as pleading for a new contract
to be awarded to commercial banks
and the SA Post Office, but that it
should “exclude biometric verification,
which will favour CPS and discriminate
against other potential bidders”.
Total expenditure on grants in the

2017/18 financial year will amount to
more than R150 billion.
The money does not only support

beneficiaries, but is used to support
families. More than one-third of South
Africans depend—directly and indi-
rectly—on grant payments. Any dis-
ruption will have a massively negative
impact on poor households.
In addition, small-town and village

economies are at risk of being ad-
versely affected as they are heavily de-
pendent on grant payments to buy
goods and services in local shops.
Shopowners would be hit hard and, in
turn, employees would lose their jobs.
Experts agree that social grants

have definitely reduced poverty and
the social grant system is the govern-
ment’s biggest poverty alleviation in-
tervention.

WE ASKING FOR DONATIONS FOR THIS GRAND CELEBRATION
Standard Bank, Acount Name: Sanctuary Of Our Lady Of Fatima 

Acount Number: 022  537 279, Branch code: 05 10 01, Swift Address:SBZA ZA JJ
We Thank you for all the support. Please send us your details as sponsor's 

To: SanctuaryOfOurLadyOfFatima@gmail.com

GRAND CELEBRATION OF THE 100 YEARS
ANIVERSARY OF THE APPARITIONS OF 

OUR LADY OF FATIMA

SATURDAY, 13  MAY  2017,
Our Lady Of Fatima Statue

procession 
From Saint Anthony 
Portuguese Catholic

Church, 26 Church Street
Crown Mines

To Cathedral Of Christ The
King, 192 Cnr End and

Saratoga Avenue, Berea
Time: 10H00

For the Opening Ceremony Of the
Grand Celebration for the Whole
Archdiocese and beyond. Come and
Join Us! Parishioners, Sodalities and
Choirs in Traditional Outfits as a Rain-
bow Nation, for a Spiritual Day Of
Praise And Worship, an experience of
Fatima, Portugal in JHB

TO BE  CELEBRATED BY HIS GRACE ARCHBISHOP BUTHI THLAGALE
ARCHDIOCESE OF JOHANESBURG

All To Gather For Arrival Of Statue Of Our Lady Of Fatima
In a Splendour Of Flowers.

Followed By Walking Procession 
from Cathedral Of Christ The King 

AFTER the successful publica-
tion of an Advent book for
children, the Jesuit Institute

decided to put a similar book to-
gether for Lent. The book includes
a daily reflection for Lent based
on the scripture text for each day.
The book begins with Ash
Wednesday and ends on Easter
Sunday.
The book, called Jesus, my

friend, was written by Paulina
French, who works part-time for
the Jesuit Institute.
The reflections were written

specifically for children but they
are intended to be shared in fam-
ilies, with siblings, parents or
caregivers. The book includes a
daily activity, so that children,
and their siblings and
parents/caregivers, can spend
time doing activities together that
reinforce the message in the scrip-

ture text of the day.
“The book is aimed at children

from the ages of around 5 to 12
years. I wrote the book with the
objective of creating a resource
that families can use to help them
spend time together building a re-
lationship with Jesus over Lent,”

Ms French said.
The following quote by Pope

Francis from Amoris Laetitia was
an inspiration for the author to
write this book.
“Only if we devote time to our

children, speaking of important
things with simplicity and con-
cern, and finding healthy ways
for them to spend their time, will
we be able to shield them from
harm,” she said.
This little book will have im-

pact. It will help families who
have been looking for ways to
nurture a loving and caring rela-
tionship with Jesus.
It will hopefully help children

make sense of Lent and, in doing
so, the great love that Jesus has for
them. 
nThe book is available from the Je-
suit Institute at R80 plus p&p. Con-
tact lent@jesuitinstitute.org.za

New Lenten resource for children

the theology one
class of St John Vian-
ney Seminary in Pre-
toria were accepted
to become candidates
for holy orders. With
them are (from left)
rector and president
of the seminary Fr
Paul Manci, Arch-
bishop William Slat-
tery of Pretoria, and
liturgy father of the
seminary Fr Ncedo
Siwundla. (Photo:
thabo Mifi)
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Pope appeals for aid as 
famine grips South Sudan

Dublin Cardinal Connell dies, 90

Our bedrooms accommodate up to 58 - Plus 20 for 
dormetries, Small, medium & large conference facilities -
Dining rooms with full kitchen facilities - Full catering or
self catering - Very competitive rates - Situated in the 
suburb of Cambridge - Multidenomenational Chapel.

www.catholic-pe.co.za/stpius

Contact us: Tel 041 373-0039 / Mobile 074 376-5833 / Email retreat@catholic-pe.co.za

Traditional Latin 
Mass

Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel
 36 Central Avenue,

Pinelands, Cape Town
Call 0712914501 for details.

Email:sspx.capetown@gmail.comEmail: 
sspx.capetown
@gmail.com

IRISHCardinal Desmond Con-nell, the retired archbishop of
Dublin, died on February 21 at

the age of 90.
Cardinal Connell was born in

Dublin on March 24, 1926. Be-
fore entering Clonliffe College,
Dublin’s diocesan seminary, he
was educated by the Jesuits at
Belvedere College. After his ordi-
nation in 1951, he continued his
studies, earning a doctorate in
philosophy before becoming a
lecturer in the department of
metaphysics at University Col-
lege, Dublin.
By 1988, when Pope John

Paul II named him archbishop of
Dublin, he was professor of gen-
eral metaphysics and dean of the
philosophy faculty, well-known

in academic and theological cir-
cles. As archbishop, he worked
hard to clear the diocesan debt
and to build new schools and
parishes in response to the rapid

population growth in the greater
Dublin area.
A philosopher and strong de-

fender of traditional Catholic
values, including regarding di-
vorce, contraception and abor-
tion, Cardinal Connell’s
accomplishments during his 16
years as head of the archdiocese
of Dublin were overshadowed by
the Church’s sluggish pace in
coming to terms with the scope
and devastation of clerical sexual
abuse scandals.
During a Holy Thursday Mass,

about two weeks before his retire-
ment was announced in 2004,
Cardinal Connell asked for for-
giveness from those he offended,
especially those abused by
priests.—CNS

irish Cardinal Desmond Con-
nell, retired archbishop of
Dublin, died at age 90.  (Photo:
Aidan Crawley, EPA/CNS)

By CARol GlAtZ 

WHENEVER one is
tempted to use the
Church for pursuing

personal ambitions or to be ar-
rogant, pray to feel ashamed,
Pope Francis said.
When the competitive bug

strikes, reflect whether one can
“see my Lord on the cross” and
still be capable of wanting “to
use the Lord for moving up” the
ladder of success, he said during
his early morning Mass in the
chapel of the Domus Sanctae
Marthae.
“May the Lord give us the

grace of shame, that holy em-
barrassment—when we find
ourselves in that situation, with
that temptation,” he said.
In his homily, the pope

looked at the day’s Gospel read-
ing in Mark 9:30-37 in which
the disciples were arguing

among themselves on the way
to Capernaum about “who was
the greatest”. When Jesus asked
them what they were arguing
about, “they remained silent”.
“They became silent because
they were embarrassed about
their discussion,” the pope said.
The disciples “were good

people, they wanted to follow
the Lord, to serve the Lord. But
they didn’t know that the path
of service to the Lord wasn’t so
easy. It wasn’t like joining a
group, a charitable organisa-
tion, to do good. No. It’s some-
thing else and they were afraid
of this,” he said.
Laypeople, priests, bishops—

everyone is tempted, the pope
said. It’s part of being Christian,
so whoever wants to serve the
Lord had better be prepared to
be tempted, he added.
Some of the many ways peo-

ple may be tempted is to use the

Church to pursue their personal
ambitions, like manoeuvring,
wrangling, pulling strings or
backbiting to lead a Church
group or a particular parish or
diocese, he said.
The desire to be a big shot

pushes people along a path of
worldliness, which is why peo-
ple must ask God for “the grace
of feeling ashamed when we
find ourselves in these situa-
tions”.
In the same Gospel account,

Jesus is aware of what the disci-
ples argued about and confronts
them saying, “If anyone wishes
to be first, he shall be the last of
all and the servant of all.”
May the Lord protect every-

one from “ambition, the world-
liness of feeling greater than
others”, the pope said, and may
he “give us the grace of a child’s
simplicity” and see only the
path of service.—CNS

Tempted to use the
Church for power?

A health worker examines a 4-year-old girl suffering from malnutrition in Dablual,
South Sudan. (Photo: Nicolas Peissel, CNS) 

Vatican continues investigating
money laundering cases

By CiNDy WooDEN 

WHILE the trial of five
people accused of leak-
ing confidential Vati-

can financial documents
captured headlines in 2016, the
Vatican City court also contin-
ued investigating possible finan-
cial crimes, freezing more than
$2,1 million in assets deposited
at the Vatican bank.
Gian Piero Milano, promoter

of justice at the Vatican City
court, summarised the city-state’s
judicial activity.
The funds were frozen in 2016

as part of Vatican investigations
of possible money laundering,
Mr Milano said. From 2012
through to 2016, he said, the

Vatican Financial Intelligence
Authority reported 23 cases of
suspicious transactions to the
court; 17 of those cases still are
under investigation, he said.

The total funds frozen over
the past four years, Mr Milano
said, included almost 11,3 mil-
lion in euros, just over 1 million
in dollars and more than 320000
British pounds—a total equiva-
lent to about $13,3 million.
Since Pope Benedict XVI

began introducing legal reforms
in 2010 and with the establish-
ment of the financial authority
and new laws aimed at prevent-
ing money laundering and the fi-
nancing of terrorism, he said, the
Vatican has been showing its
commitment to supporting in-
ternational initiatives “to fight
phenomena like corruption, fi-
nancial criminality and the bor-
derline practices of high
finance”.—CNS

Gian Piero Milano, promoter of
justice at the Vatican City
court, speaks during the open-
ing of the judicial year. (Photo:
l’osservatore Romano)

By JuNNo ARoCHo EStEVES 

POPE Francis appealed for humani-
tarian assistance to South Sudan
where famine threatens the lives of

millions of people already suffering due
to a three-year civil war.
In the “martyred South Sudan”, he

said, “a fratricidal conflict is com-
pounded by a serious food crisis, which
has struck the Horn of Africa and con-
demns millions of people to starve to
death, among them many children”,
the pope said. 
At the end of his weekly general au-

dience at the Vatican, the pope said that
a solid commitment from the interna-
tional community to assist South Sudan
is crucial “now more than ever”.
The United Nations declared a

famine in two areas of South Sudan,
adding that the catastrophic food short-
ages will continue to spread, threaten-
ing millions of lives. 

Civil war has destabilised the world’s
youngest country for more than three
years due to a political power struggle
between President Salva Kiir and former
Vice-President Riek Machar. 
“This famine is man-made,” said

Joyce Luma, director of the UN World
Food Programme. 
Despite efforts to hold off the

famine, she added, “there is only so
much that humanitarian assistance can
achieve in the absence of meaningful
peace and security, both for relief work-
ers and the crisis-affected people they
serve”.
Pope Francis urged governments and

international organisations to “not stop
at just making statements”, but take
concrete steps so that necessary food aid
“can reach the suffering population”. 
“May the Lord sustain these, our

brothers and sisters, and those who
work to help them,” Pope Francis
said.—CNS
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By ZitA FlEtCHER 

FIVE centuries after the start of
the Protestant Reformation,
leaders of the Catholic and

Lutheran Churches came together in
a demonstration of unity to release
new Bible translations.
At an ecumenical service at St

Eberhard’s Catholic cathedral, clergy
from both Churches gathered to re-
lease revised German translations of
the Catholic and Lutheran Bibles.
The release came as the 500th an-

niversary of the Reformation neared.
It began in 1517 when theologian
Martin Luther developed his 95 The-
ses challenging long-held Catholic
practices.
Cardinal Reinhard Marx, presi-

dent of the German bishops’ confer-
ence, emphasised the sacred
scriptures as a strong bond shared by
Catholics and Protestants.

“It is an effervescent fountain,”
Cardinal Marx said of the Bible. “The
water drawn from it does not de-
crease, but increases. The more we
debate the holy scriptures, the more
we experience the mystery of
Christ.”
During the last year, the Catholic

and Lutheran translations of the
Bible were subjected to thorough re-
view and revision. A group of 200
people from both Churches partici-
pated in the revision process.
“With the new translations, we re-

member our shared foundation—the
sacred scriptures—and together ex-
press our appreciation for each
other’s translation,” said Lutheran
Bishop Heinrich Bedford-Strohm,
chairman of the Council of the Evan-
gelical Church in Germany.
The release of the Bible transla-

tion is one of several ecumenical

services being promoted by both
Churches throughout the year.
“I am very pleased that we are

placing God’s word in our midst in
such an ecumenically meaningful
year as 2017, in which we together
recall the events of the Reformation
500 years ago and celebrate them
today as a celebration of Christ,”
Cardinal Marx said.
Bishop Bedford-Strohm also

stressed the importance of the Bible
as a shared foundation of Christian
life, saying it is full of human stories
of faith.
“Christian faith today means en-

gaging in these stories, writing these
stories into one’s own biography and
letting one’s own life be reversed in
unity with the great history of God
with men and interpreting one’s life
in the light of this history,” he
said.—CNS

By CiNDy WooDEN 

APRACTICAL first step toward
holiness—as well as for assur-
ing peace in one’s family and

in the world— is to pray for a per-
son who has caused offence or
harm, Pope Francis said.
“Are you merciful towards the

people who have harmed you or
don’t like you? If God is merciful, if
he is holy, if he is perfect, then we
must be merciful, holy and perfect
as he is. This is holiness. A man or
woman who does this deserves to
be canonised,” the pope said dur-
ing an evening parish Mass.
“I suggest you start small,” Pope

Francis told members of the parish
of St Mary Josefa on the extreme
eastern edge of the diocese of
Rome. “We all have enemies. We all
know that so-and-so speaks ill of
us. We all know. And we all know
that this person or that person
hates us.”
When that happens, the pope

said, “I suggest you take a minute,
look at God and say, ‘This person is
your son or your daughter, change
his or her heart, bless him or her.’
This is praying for those who don’t
like us, for our enemies. Perhaps
the rancour will remain in us, but
we are making an effort to follow
the path of this God who is so
good, merciful, holy, perfect, who
makes the sun rise on the evil and
the good.”

The day’s first reading included
the line, “Be holy, for I, the Lord,
your God, am holy,” and in the
Gospel reading, Jesus said, “Be per-
fect, just as your heavenly Father is
perfect.”
“You might ask me, ‘But, father,

what is the path to holiness?’
‘What is the journey needed to be-
come holy?’ Jesus explains it well
in the Gospel. He explains it with
concrete examples,” the pope said. 
The first example, he said, is

“not taking revenge. If I have some
rancour in my heart for something
someone has done, I want
vengeance, but this moves me off
the path of holiness. No revenge.

‘But he did this and he will pay.’ Is
this Christian? No. ‘He will pay’ is
not in the Christian’s vocabulary.
No revenge.”
In people's everyday lives, he

said, their squabbles with their rel-
atives or neighbours may seem a lit-
tle thing, but they are not. “These
big wars we read about in the pa-
pers and see on the news, these
massacres of people, of children,
how much hatred! It’s the same ha-
tred you have in your heart for this
person, that person, that relative,
your mother-in-law. It’s bigger, but
it’s the same hatred.”
Forgiveness, the pope said, is the

path towards holiness and toward
peace. “If everyone in the world
learned this, there would be no
wars.”
Wars begin “with bitterness, ran-

cour, the desire for vengeance, to
make them pay,” he said. It’s an at-
titude that destroys families and
neighbourhoods and peaceful rela-
tions between nations.
“I’m not telling you what to do,

Jesus is: Love your enemies. ‘You
mean I have to love that person?’
Yes.”
“I have to pray for someone who

has harmed me? Yes, that he will
change his life, that the Lord will
forgive him,” the pope said. “This
is the magnanimity of God, of God
who has a big heart, who forgives
all.”—CNS

By MARK PAttiSoN 

AVIETNAMESE-born Salesian
priest has offered his own US
citizenship to trade with a

refugee from one of the countries
President Donald Trump has listed
in his travel ban.
Fr Chuong Hoai Nguyen, a Sale-

sian of Don Bosco, who is serving
in California, is a refugee-turned-US
citizen. He came to the US as one of
the Vietnamese “boat people” fol-
lowing the 1975 collapse of South
Vietnam.
The priest said in an interview

that he has talked with his superiors
in the order about ministering in
the country native to the refugee
who would be the beneficiary of the
swap. “Whenever you’re ready,
we’ll pick you up and reassign you,”
he said, is the message he got from
his conversation with his superiors.
“Becoming a refugee is a choice

one makes when there are no other
options,” said Fr Nguyen in his
open letter to the president, adding
that when he heard of the executive
order, “my heart and my soul were
frozen”.
Although Fr Nguyen said he had

been battling the flu for most of the
three weeks since he wrote his let-
ter, “I did send it three times” to the
president. “But with all the busy-
ness and the chaos that we read on
the news,” he said he understands
if it hasn’t been read.
Fr Nguyen said he could see him-

self ministering in Syria, one of the
seven Muslim-majority countries
listed by Trump in his order. With
courts in Washington state and Vir-
ginia having stymied implementa-
tion of the order, the White House
has said it will reissue it.
“I did not want to be a hero. I re-

ally wanted to see the commit-
ment” from the White House, he
said. “I’ve been a refugee! Been
there, done that.”
In his letter to Trump, Fr Nguyen

described his refugee experience.
“On April 29, 1975, the day be-

fore the ‘fall of Saigon’, my parents
put me, my brothers and sisters,
ages 6-21, on that perilous journey
into the unknown. Our over-
crowded boat had no captain and
no crew; my father, brothers, and
many others became seamen on
that week-long trip with little food
or water,” he recounted. “We were
lucky to have even gotten on that

boat. My parents had already fled
North Vietnam in 1953, and were
again fleeing the Cong San (Viet
Cong) and communist rule.”
He said he recalled being given

three bags: “a bag of clothes, a bag
of food and a bag of Vietnamese
money”. Remembering his own
refugee experiences, Fr Nguyen
said, “It’s really sad. You’re no
longer human.”
Fr Nguyen added in his letter,

“The US 7th Fleet watched over our
vessel and guided us from interna-
tional waters to Subic Bay (in the
Philippines) where we were warmly
welcomed as political refugees. We
were fortunate. We survived, unlike
the estimated 200 000 to 400 000
refugees who died at sea. We were
given the gift of life and we have
not squandered that gift.”
Since coming to the US, “I have

done my best to ‘make America
great’,” he said. 
Fr Nguyen currently is director

of youth ministry and a youth re-
treat specialist at St Joseph Salesian
Youth Renewal Center, in Rose-
mead, California, and chaplain for
the Vietnamese Catholic commu-
nity at San Gabriel mission in the
archdiocese of Los Angeles.—CNS

A California Salesian priest, who
was a child refugee fleeing Viet-
nam after the fall of Saigon, has of-
fered to swap his own citizenship
with a refugee from one of the
Muslim-majority countries subject
to Donald trump’s travel ban.
(Photo: Wikipedia) 

By JoNAtHAN luXMooRE 

CHURCH leaders and organisa-
tions in Africa, Europe and the
US said it would be disastrous

if US President Donald Trump issued
an executive order telling companies
they no longer had to disclose
whether their firms use “conflict
minerals” from Congo.
Western firms have been accused

of working with violent gangs in
Congo to obtain minerals used for
producing mobile phones, laptops
and other consumer objects, and of
allowing trade in resources to perpet-
uate human rights violations.
The chairman of the US bishops’

International Policy Committee
urged Trump not to suspend the
rules related to Section 1502 of the
Dodd-Frank Act.
“Congolese die every day in the il-

legal mines and at the hands of the
armed groups that destroy commu-
nities in order to expel them from
potential mining sites,” wrote Bishop
Oscar Cantu of Las Cruces, New
Mexico, committee chairman. “The
estimated death toll in the Congo is
the highest since the end of World
War II. ”
Bishop Fridolin Ambongo Be-

sungu of Bokungu-Ikela, Congo, said

that such a ruling would be “a vic-
tory for big mining companies” and
would “worsen human suffering”. 
The 2012 Securities and Exchange

Commission ruling, required by Sec-
tion 1502, does not prohibit compa-
nies from buying such minerals, but
was designed to force companies to
disclose the chain of custody of such
minerals in an effort to keep them
from helping armed groups, particu-
larly in Congo. 
Bishop Cantu noted that “more

than 70% of the world’s smelters and
refiners” for minerals such as tung-
sten, tantalum and tin have passed
audits showing they were not sup-
porting armed gangs disrupting the
local area. “Trade in these minerals is
now significantly less lucrative for
armed groups because the price for
certified minerals is higher than for
illegal, illicit minerals. Thus, the free
market is now working to offer the
right incentives to encourage safe
and legal mining activities.”
Opponents of the Dodd-Frank

provisions said the disclosure rules
cost jobs and put US companies at a
competitive disadvantage, and had
worsened, rather than reduced cor-
ruption, violence and hunger in the
developing world.—CNS

Pope Francis laughs before cele-
brating Mass at St Mary Josefa
parish in Rome. (Photo: Paul Har-
ing/CNS)
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US policy fallout
IN 2003, Pope John Paul II warnedthen US President George W Bush
of the consequences of attacking
Iraq. 
Lately, President Trump has

blamed Mr Bush for the disaster and
Hillary Clinton for supporting the
war. Yet a TV interview with Mr
Trump a few years before proved
that he had also supported the in-
vasion of Iraq, saying that action
had to be taken. 
The war caused human suffering

beyond belief and it naturally
caused people to flee. What was the
reason for the war? Oil or some self-
ish reason by the US? Now a power-
ful nation that caused many
refugees denies them. They deny ac-
cess to refugees who fled because of
miscalculations by the US.
The US administration is going

into isolation now and into denial
of climate change so that it can ef-
fect in ecology-damaging ways
“bringing back the jobs to America”
for short-term benefits. 
Donald Trump lives in gold com-

fort and has no perception of
human suffering.

Peter Wills, Sedgefield

No decency in
vilifying Trump
I’M surprised by the tone of your re-cent editorials on US politics, while
recognising that your views are held
by much of our Church hierarchy.
But where is the decency in

politicians like Clinton and Obama
strongly supporting abortion, indis-
criminate bombing of places like
Libya, the murder of civilians by re-
mote-controlled drones, same-sex
marriage, the destruction and con-
cealment of public records, and the
undermining of the rule of law by a
Justice Department refusing to
apply it equally to all citizens?
My central point is that it is

counter-productive to make sweep-
ing generalisations about the mil-
lions of Christians who voted for
Trump.
They were very clearly also influ-

enced by the moral issues as ulti-
mately determined in policy by the
Supreme Court, in addition to the
widespread evidence of a lack of
common decency and honesty

among the Democratic leadership. 
We may have real differences

with the policies of the new admin-
istration, but it is nonsense to smear
them all as bigots, xenophobics and
homophobics, who do not demon-
strate Christian love and charity in
their daily lives.
In the latest edition of Worldwide,

Fr Anthony Egan makes another
sweeping generalisation on the geog-
raphy of voting, that the highly-ed-
ucated middle-class voted for
Clinton while the poorer and less-ed-
ucated, especially in the fundamen-
talist Bible Belt, voted for Trump.
The reality is that many highly

educated voters of all races voted
for Trump and the Republican
Party, which also won the House of
Representatives and the Senate. 
Many US academics argue that

political satire and mockery is saving
the nation, playing a key role in the
resistance to Trumpism, and can play
a major part in creating community
and developing a common vocabu-
lary that can speak truth to power.
I disagree strongly, believing that

opposing views need to engage with
honesty and integrity, without clas-
sifying a particular viewpoint as
lacking goodwill and humanity. 
A Catholic, least of all, should

adopt that perspective.
Chris Rawlins, Durban

Turn up the sound
IHAVE been a Catholic all my lifeand I finally have to have my say
about many missed sermons due to
sound systems not working prop-
erly.
I know that priests take hours

sometimes to write their sermons or
learn them, but when reading to
the public, not everyone can hear
what is being said.
That is unacceptable, as we miss

what the priest is trying to tell us

unless we sit at the front of the
altar, and sometimes that doesn’t
help either.
I unfortunately lost my sister-in-

law recently and attended the fu-
neral at a Catholic church in North-
cliff.
I was so embarrassed for the non-

Catholics there as they could not
hear this wonderful priest’s hom-
ily—he just mumbled on like he was
talking to himself, and the whole
thing was lost due to not being able
to hear what he was saying.
Those people at the funeral

wanted to hear something that had
meaning for them, but not one per-
son heard what was being said.
It was so disappointing and I

know sound systems are expensive,
but please do something about it. It
is essential, especially to outsiders
who visit our churches with open
minds and go out of the service feel-
ing totally untouched.  
I love my Catholic Church but

it’s time, please, it cannot go on like
this! And no, I am not deaf yet, just
disappointed.

Name withheld

Let’s show belief
is fascinating
IFIRMLY believe that our spiritualleaders could make Christianity
far more interesting.
There is no reason why it could

not be such a fascinating subject
that people would be queuing up to
get into church. 
To start with, there is far too

much attention given to the histor-
ical aspect of Christianity.
I agree it’s very good to know

and understand the teachings in
the Bible, but our Lord is not just
historical and passive.
He is very active and very much

with us, and proof of that is the fact
that the Creation continues con-
stantly. 
We have all been given complete

freedom and each one individually
identified. Our Lord and Creator is
with us and available to us, and de-
spite what we do or think individu-
ally, he will not let Christianity fail. 
The point of my letter is a plea to

make Christianity the fascinating
subject it should be, to the benefit of
ourselves and the world in general. 

Roy Glover, Tzaneen
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THERE is a significant link in your
February 22 issue between a re-

port on Cardinal Wilfrid Napier’s
reference to the possible beatifi
cation/canonisation of the late
Archbishop Denis Hurley OMI and
Raymond Perrier’s article on the
wonderful work done at the Denis
Hurley Centre.
I was privileged to attend this

year’s Hurley Weekend in Durban.

At the AGM, chairman and director
Paddy Kearney and Mr Perrier, re-
spectively, reported on the centre’s
first full year of activities.
One statistic impressed me

greatly. Each week hundreds of
needy people consult a doctor and
receive medication at the centre.
On average, this service costs the
centre only R50 per person. Gov-
ernment health ministries could

profitably follow the example of the
DH Centre in this respect.
A beatification/canonisation

process demands miracles being es-
tablished through the intercession
of the candidate. I believe the daily
operation of the DH Centre is a
first-class miracle in itself.
Certainly the good done is clear

proof of the sanctity of the Great
Man. I will certainly continue to pray
in the company of “St Denis Hurley”.

Fr Kevin Reynolds, Pretoria

Hurley Centre a miracle in itselfEditor: Günther Simmermacher
Guest editorial: Michael Shackleton

The water of life

WATER, its lack and its
abuse, has become a
headache for municipal

authorities across the land. Offi-
cialdom and consumers in gen-
eral are rapidly realising that
more water is being consumed in
one way or another at present
than is readily available for drink-
ing, domestic, agricultural and in-
dustrial purposes.
What we have taken for

granted when we wash or bathe
as a never-failing resource, has
abruptly held up its red alert sign.
Pope Francis warned us of this in
his 2015 encyclical Laudato si’,
and his cautionary words cannot
be ignored.
In his article “It’s all about

water”, published in last week’s
issue, Antonio Tonin confronted
us with the reality of scarce water
supplies in the very parts of the
world where they are most
needed for survival.
Water, he stressed, was created

by God to sustain life on earth.
The value of life is therefore very
much dependent on how we
value our water.
The seriousness of the lack of

adequate water in our modern-
day pattern of life has been
blamed on such developments as
high-rise blocks of apartments
and offices to accommodate a
growing population, and what is
known as gentrification, making
run-down areas into expansive
upmarket residences.
These developments would be

impossible without access to a
full water supply that diminishes
the limited pool available.
Pope Francis’ encyclical will

repay a second or third reading
by all who take seriously the
threats that we are faced with by
drought, ignorance and greed. It
covers much more than the dan-
gers to humanity if water is
wasted or abused. It emphasises
the priority of conserving water.
He wrote: “Large cities de-

pendent on significant supplies of
water have experienced periods of
shortage, and at critical moments
these have not always been ad-
ministered with sufficient over-
sight and impartiality.
“Water poverty especially af-

fects Africa, where large sectors of
the population have no access to
safe drinking water or experience
droughts which impede agricul-
tural production. Some countries
have areas rich in water while
others endure drastic scarcity”
(Laudato si’, 28).

Pope Francis prods our con-
science when he points out that
the availability of safe drinking
water is a basic and universal
human right, since it is essential
to human survival and, as such, is
a condition for the exercise of
other human rights.
Yet water is wasted uncon-

scionably, not only in the devel-
oped world but also in those
lesser-developed lands where
water is abundant.
There cannot now be many in

our cities and rural areas who are
ignorant of the desperate need to
treat water and to preserve it as a
gift from God, almost in a sacred
kind of way.
It is life-giving. It washes our

bodies and possessions clean. It
gives us a sense of rebirth and
vigour.
Water sustains life on the nat-

ural level. On the supernatural
level, in the sacrament of baptism
it is the portal into the Way of
Christ who gives eternal life.
Jesus told the Samaritan

woman that everyone who drank
of the water from Jacob’s well
would thirst again.
In contrast, he revealed that

whoever drank of the water that
he would give would never thirst
again. “The water that I shall give
him will become in him a spring
of water welling up to eternal
life” (John 4:12-14).
The spiritual significance of

water is highlighted dramatically
in the Easter Vigil service and the
Mass that follows.
This is the time of the open

liturgical celebration of entry into
the Church when converts are
baptised and drawn into com-
munion with the Christian com-
munity advancing in faith, hope
and charity towards the heavenly
kingdom.
We cannot survive without

our daily dose of water. Pope
Francis calls on us to do what we
can to conserve and protect it. It
is a call to our conscience as stew-
ards of the gifts God gave in Cre-
ation.
At the same time, our con-

science should be stirred by some
reflection on how we have been
living the Christian life.
The Lenten season reminds us

that at Easter we must renew our
baptismal promises, fervently
professing our allegiance to
Christ who gives us our natural
life kept going by water, and our
supernatural life in which we
shall never thirst again.
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What we can expect in 2017
BY MANDLA ZIBI

IN 2017, the Church in Southern Africa
will be faced with the implications of in-
terpreting and implementing Amoris Laeti-

tia, Pope Francis’ much-discussed document
on the family, according to a Catholic com-
mentator.
Fr Russell Pollitt SJ, director of the Jesuit

Institute of South Africa, previewed what he
thinks will be major issues for the Church in
the coming year. 
“In the local Church, we need to find bet-

ter ways of thinking through and creatively
implementing Amoris Laetitia. The Church
has to do better at ministry to families—in
all dimensions,” Fr Pollitt told The Southern
Cross. 

“In 2017 we need to continue to imple-
ment the vision of the Church that Pope
Francis is offering us—a Church which is a
“field hospital” in the midst of the chal-
lenges of life. This may mean we need to be
more critical of what we are doing and the
way we are doing things. We may need to be
more daring and creative in thinking and re-
thinking the way we minister,” he said.
Looking back at 2016, Fr Pollitt hailed a

number of positive developments in the
local Church and the Southern African re-
gion as a whole. 

“The appointment of new local bishops—
Bishop Duncan Tsoke as auxiliary in Johan-
nesburg and Bishop Mandla Jwara in
Ingwavuma—is an important step in the local
Church becoming self-sufficient and taking
responsibility for its own faith vitality,” 
He also acknowledged the role the Church

has played in public life.
He referred to the Dominicans who in

March asked the Public Protector to investi-
gate state capture. “The release of the result-
ing report played a significant role in the
National Prosecuting Authority dropping ex-
aggerated charges against finance minister
Pravin Gordhan,” Fr Pollitt noted.
Another important instance of the

Church’s role as a social actor was in “the
tensions at Wits University in the midst of
#FeesMustFall”, he recalled. 
“Holy Trinity Church [in Braamfontein,

Johannesburg] was an important and signif-
icant symbol, despite the difficulties, of
meeting, engagement and seeking alterna-
tive solutions to a national crisis,” he said. 
“Both this and the Public Protector’s re-

port remind us that the Church has a very
important mission to play in South Africa
today—maybe one we are not always con-
scious of—in seeking to live a faith that does
justice,” said the priest. 

Fr Pollitt also mentioned as a highlight
the appointment of the new “excellent”
apostolic nuncio, Archbishop Peter Wells,
who assumed duties in May. According to
the priest, Archbishop Wells “has already
begun to make a significant contribution to
the local Church”.
Politically and economically, the coming

year will continue to be one of “struggle” in
South Africa as “things will be difficult as we
continue to face a leadership deficit in the
country and on the international front. The
Church needs to make sure that she uses her
voice discerningly in responding to the
needs of God’s people, especially the poor,”
Fr Pollitt said. 
“Our response to the tertiary education

challenges will be important in 2017.”

Mike Pothier of the Catholic Parliamen-
tary Liaison Office (CPLO) said that a

number of important pressing political deci-
sions will depend on the outcome of the
African National Congress’ elective confer-
ence, which will be held in December. ANC
politicians will likely spend most of the year
“manoeuvring to put themselves in the best
positions,” the political analyst said.
“The big question is the one of political

succession. Who will take over from Jacob

Zuma as president of the ANC in 2017, and
therefore as presumptive president of the
country in 2019?” Mr Pothier told The South-
ern Cross.
“Another question is whether Pravin

Gordhan will be allowed to do his job as fi-
nance minister,” he added.
The political fate of Mr Gordhan is impor-

tant in the light of a possible downgrading
of South Africa’s sovereign debt by interna-
tional rating agencies in June. The finance
minister’s efforts were seen as instrumental
in South Africa’s success in staving off junk
status so far, Mr Pothier noted. 
He warned that South Africans will need

to watch the proposed nuclear power pro-
gramme. 
“The cost ramifications are enormous,

possibly up to a trillion rand. We cannot af-
ford it. There is, of course, also the worry that
corruption will accompany it,” he said.  
Mr Pothier raised concerns regarding so-

cial security payments, or welfare grants.
“There seems to be some worry that the sys-
tem is not working well and that the new
one, to begin in April next year, is not on
track.”
He said that it will be “interesting” to see

how the local government cooperation deal 
Continued on page 2
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INSIDE
2017 SAINTS

WALL CALENDAR
In this issue please find our first illustrated wall 

calendar with the year’s feast days of saints and litur‐
gical seasons, to guide you through the year with faith.

We are hoping that Catholic schools and catechism
classes will make use of the calendar (which is why
we use the Monday to Sunday system), using the
illustrations of the saints and feast days of the
Church as a way of discussing the life of faith.

Some famous saints are missing, such as St
Teresa of Avila, St Thérèse of Lisieux and St John
Paul II. This is, of course, because their feast days 
falls on Sunday, when our focus is directed on the Lord alone.

Please give us your feedback: it will determine how or whether we will produce 
another saints calendar next year. 
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Nativity of the Lord

Easter Sunday

Ash Wednesday

St Casimir

Ss Perpetua & Felicity St John of God

Annunciation

St Turibius ofMogrovejo

St Joseph

St Cyril of Jerusalem
St Patrick

St Frances of Rome

Bl Benedict Daswa Presentation of the Lord

Chair of St PeterConversion of Paul

Good Friday Easter Vigil

Palm Sunday

Nativity John the Bapist

Transfiguation

Our Lady of Fatima

(Epiphany transferredto Sunday)
Epiphany

St Peter Damian
St Polycarp

Ss Cyril & Methodius

St Scholastica Our Lady of LourdesSt Hilary of Poitiers
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St Anthony of Egypt St SebastianSt FabianBl Cyprian M Tansi

St Pius V, St Peter Chanel, St Louis Grignion de Montfort
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St Teresa of the Cross
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Exaltation of the Cross

Passion of John the Baptist
St Augustine of Hippo

St Stephen of Hungary Bl Victoria Rasoamanarivo St John Eudes Assumption of Our Lady

St Lawrence St Clare of Assisi

Birthday of Our Lady

Transfiguration

Saturday Mass of Our Lady St Eusebius of Vercelli, St Peter Julian Eymard

St Sixtus II & co,St Cajetan
Bl Isidore Bakanja,St Jane Frances de Chantal

Saturday Mass of Our Lady

Saturday Mass of Our Lady
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St Francis of Assisi

St Bruno

Guardian Angels

Our Lady of the Rosary

St John XXIII St Callstus I,Saturday Mass of Our Lady

St Daniel Comboni

St Ignatius of Antioch St Luke

All Souls

St Leo the Great

St Elizabeth of Hungary

Presentation of Our Lady St Cecilia
Ss Andrew Dung-Lac & co St Catherine of Alexandria

St Andrew

Christ the King

Holy Family

Bl Clementine Anuarite

St John Damascene
St Nicholas St Ambrose Immaculate Conception St Juan Diego

St Damasus I OL of Guadalupe St Lucy St John of the Cross

St Peter Canisius
St John of Kanty

St John the Apostle
St Stephen

Holy Innocents St Thomas Becket

St Martin of Tours

St Albert the Great

St Martin de Porres St Charles Borromeo All Saints
All

Saints
of

Africa

St John of Capistrano St Anthony Mary Claret

Ss Simon & Jude

Saturday Mass of Our Lady

St Margaret of Scotland, St Gertrude

St Clement ISt Columban

St Denis & coSt John Leonardi

St Hedwig, St Margaret MaryAlacoque
Bls Daudi Okelo &Jildo Irwa

Ss John de Brébeuf & Isaac Jogues & co;St Paul of the Cross
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South African School Terms 2017
Term 1: January 11 - March 31          Term 2: April 18 - June 30          

Term 3: July 24 - September 29          Term 4: October 9 - December 6

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2017January 1: New Years Day January 2: Public HolidayMarch 21: Human Rights DayApril 14: Good Friday

April 17: Easter Monday/Family DayApril 22: Freedom DayMay 1: Workers’ DayJune 16: Youth DayAugust 9: National Women’s Day

September 24: Heritage DaySeptember 25: Public HolidayDecember 16: Day of ReconciliationDecember 25: Christmas DayDecember 26: Day Of Goodwill

1st Sunday of Advent

2nd Sunday of Advent

4th Sunday of Advent

3rd Sunday of Advent

12th Sunday of the Year

13th Sunday of the Year

14th Sunday of the Year

15th Sunday of the Year
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22nd Sunday of the Year
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26th Sunday of the Year

27th Sunday of the Year

28th Sunday of the Year

29th Sunday of the Year

30th Sunday of the Year

32nd Sunday of the Year

33rd Sunday of the Year

Saturday Mass of Our Lady

Dedication of Basilicaof St John Lateran

A statue on the roof of Notre-Dame cathedral in Paris is seen during a supermoon this month.
(Photo: Christian Hartmann, Reuters/CNS)
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IThas been said the gentrification of ourcities is quietly achieving what
apartheid regime could not complete:

cleansing the inner city areas of the poor. 
And since the poor in South Africa are

mostly black—and here I use that term in-
clusively to refer to all who were oppressed
under apartheid—gentrification is not just
about economic class, as if this wasn’t bad
enough, but is also racism by the back
door.
Gentrification is a global phenomenon.

It can be defined as the process of renovat-
ing the houses in a neighbourhood so that
they conform to middle-class taste—and
the rental prices that go with it, so that its
working-class community can no longer
afford to live there. Or they may be
evicted from their homes and community
of many years by the property developers
who have bought the houses they live in.
A case of the latter was in the spotlight

a few weeks ago in a court case in Cape
Town during the hearing application re-
garding the emergency accommodation of
the 27 people due to be evicted by a face-
less property developers syndicate from
houses in Woodstock’s Bromwell Street.
The lawyers of the defendants had just

argued that the majority of the 16 adults
living in Bromwell Street are unemployed
and cannot afford the high rentals of the
edges of the inner city but do not want to
be stuck out in the middle of nowhere. 
They were in court to challenge the

City of Cape Town's plans to relocate them
to temporary emergency accommodation
at Wolwerivier Farm, 28,2km outside the
city. The Bromwell Street families said
they cannot live a dignified life in Wolw-
erivier and asked the city to look at avail-
able options in their home community,
which they say exist—and the city claims
are unfeasible. 
They cited as among their needs being

close to public transport and schools, as
they are in Woodstock. 
It is staggering that Western Cape High

Court Judge Leslie Weinkove, during a
hearing application regarding the emer-
gency accommodation for the 27 people
due to be evicted, should have asked, as if
this was 1967 and not 2017: “What’s the
point of being near a school? What’s the
point of them being near transport?”

There is also the question of ripping
people out of their communities, as the

apartheid regime did when they forcibly
removed the coloured people of District
Six, Claremont, Harfield, Constantia and
other areas.
Think about Brenda Smith. She is 75

and has lived her whole life in number
128. She knows Woodstock as a vibrant,
multiracial place that escaped apartheid’s
Group Areas Act. Lately she has seen sev-
eral streets being cleared of long-time res-
idents, removed to far-off places, like once

the victims of apartheid’s forced removals
were.
Blikkiesdorp, which houses families

who have been evicted and removed from
Woodstock and Salt River in recent years
due to gentrification, is now full. So the
city is making other plans, like removing
black farmers from Philippi Farm area—
probably the last green lung that feeds the
city with affordable agriculture products.
All existing and planned relocation

camps have in common that they’re in
Cape Town’s peripheries that were
planned according to the apartheid spatial
planning. Many of these temporary areas
are constitutionally questionable. 
At many relocation camps in the city,

evictees are now struggling with extreme
levels of poverty, unemployment, and are
victim to crime and substance abuse. The
isolation devastates families.
Apartheid spatial planning was de-

signed to separate people according to
race, and to reserve the inner city and best
suburbs for white residents only. It de-
pended upon the establishment of iso-
lated, peripheral townships and upon the
removal of black people, especially
coloureds, there. 
It created the sprawling and segregated

city design which continues to largely ex-
clude working-class black people from the
option of living in or near the inner city. 

And now, in 2017, people of supposed
justice like Judge Weinkove, ask what

are these people doing in the city if they
are unemployed. But this, actually, is the
crux of the matter.

To date, the City of Cape Town has
failed to address the legacy of apartheid,
even by cutting transport costs and com-
muting times into the city for working-
class people. And it is averse to providing
affordable accommodation in the inner
city for them. 
This approach reiterates the apartheid

principle that working class black people
should be migratory workers, and not res-
idents in and around the inner-city.
We have seen a string of cases to con-

clude that rather than changing the vio-
lent apartheid spatial geography, Cape
Town is actually implementing the oppo-
site: Tramway Road in Wynberg, Tafelberg
in Sea Point, Woodstock, Salt River, the Bo
Kaap, District Six, through to Mowbray,
Newlands, Claremont, Constantia, to
Simon’s Town and Hout Bay; the Holy
Cross properties at the top of Searle street,
and now Bromwell Street. It sure is start-
ing to look like a systematic cleansing of
working-class people of colour. 
Constitutional Court Justice Dikgang

Moseneke, at a talk I attended recently,
spoke about Bromwell Street as being at
the core of social justice issue and not a
mere legal one. 
“This is actually not simply an issue of

these people’s relocation, let alone decid-
ing to dump them in the middle of
nowhere, almost like in another coun-
try...turning these souls into refugees in
their own land,” the judge said. “This is
about social justice and redressing not
only past wrongs, but present ones."
Justice & Peace in the Cape Town arch-

diocese made its voice heard in the Tafel-
berg saga by opposing the City's refusal to
build social housing on the site, in support
of the citizen movement Occupy The City. 
I think it opportune for the Church to

enter the fray against gentrification, in
Cape Town and throughout the country’s
cities. It is a cause screaming out for social
justice. Because, once people feel dispos-
able, and their voice meaningless against
the ever-expanding greed of property de-
velopers, they will behave like disposables. 
They’ll see the city as an entity foster-

ing their oppression. From there it is a
small leap from regarding it as an enemy.
And what do you do to enemy ground?
You attack to destroy it. 
And by experience we know that not

even a police city can survive an attack
from within its own people.

Imagine being evicted after 75 years 

A street in Cape town’s Bo Kaap, a tradi-
tional Malay neighbourhood whose long-
time residents are beng pushed out by
gentrification. (Photo: Hans Bruckmann)
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I still feel guilty
after confession

Someone who has sinned badly, confesses the
sin and is absolved in the sacrament of recon-
ciliation can often feel the pangs of remorse for
a lengthy time afterwards. There is a desire to
confess again in order to be reassured that the
sinner is forgiven. This is a case of scruples, I
know. But can you give some indication of how
the scrupulous person can be helped?

Name withheld

PERSONS with a scrupulous conscience have a
fear of falling into sin or of imagining they
are in sin when they are not.

They feel that their conscience is not perfectly
clear. This is due to their state of anxiety, which in
itself is certainly not sinful. 
When we confess our sins to a priest we reveal

a lot about ourselves, not merely the nature and
number of our sinful acts or omissions. The priest
can recognise the state of someone who is under
the stress of doubts and scruples. He will usually
point out that the matter is not serious or sinful
and his advice ought to be trusted. 
But some penitents think that the priest does

not understand them and is treating them too
lightly, as if he does not know how grave their sin
really is.
This is due to a feeling of self-condemnation.

Someone may be disgusted that they could have
sinned in a certain way. They hate themselves and
desire to be punished for doing wrong, despite the
fact that their sin has been forgiven in confession
and they have done the required acts of penance. 
These negative feelings are what is known as

displaced guilt, an irrational anxiety imposed on
oneself by disturbed emotions and imagination.
All kinds of scrupulosity have a basis in one’s

temperament, even in one’s state of emotional or
physical health. They are never of a sinful nature
but there are sensitive souls who need solid and
patient counselling about their state of con-
science. Experienced confessors can be of great
help in such cases.
The penitent needs to be reminded of the oc-

casion when some men brought a woman caught
in adultery to Jesus. After he had challenged them
to throw the first stone, they slunk away. Jesus
asked her whether anyone had condemned her.
She replied that no one had done so. “Neither do
I condemn you”, was Jesus’ encouraging response
(John 8:3-11).
The penitent should remember that Christ’s

generous and merciful forgiveness is shown and
experienced in the sacrament of reconciliation,
and now is the time for self-acceptance and self-
forgiveness.
Pope Francis likes to remind us that God not

only forgives sin but, once we are forgiven, God
forgets all about it. This is his way of encouraging
us to carry on bravely from there. 

n Send your queries to Open Door, Box 2372, Cape Town,
8000; or e-mail: opendoor@scross.co.za; or fax (021)
4653850. Anonymity can be preserved by arrangement, but
questions must be signed, and may be edited for clarity. Only
published questions will be answered.

Michael Shackleton
open DoorMphuthumi

Ntabeni
the Public Square

RECENTLY I visited two dear friends.
We had a great “catch-up” over
lunch, bringing each other up to

speed about what had been going on in
our lives since we had last met. And it
wasn’t long before I was asked about my
“parish activities”. 
Yes, I was still doing catechesis and

yes, I was still singing and reading, I
replied when asked. And then volun-
teered the information that, strangely, I
was still really enjoying doing the church
“care”—or cleaning—each week, a task
which I share with one or two other
parishioners.
“It seems a bit odd actually,” I mused,

“but pushing the vacuum around the
sanctuary area of the church, while en-
joying the tranquil atmosphere, seems to
really do it for me. I’m not sure why. But
you can find God in doing the vacuum-
ing, can’t you?”
“Of course you can!” I was assured,

and then inevitably the conversation
moved on to other topics. 
But later I was struck anew by my very

own words. What actually happened
each Thursday morning, I wondered, as I
trundled the vacuum cleaner over the
thick carpet of the sanctuary area of my
parish church?
I guess there’s probably a few things

going on. 
First of all, I’m left to my own devices.

I’m not in a hurry, the sound of the vac-
uum is soothing, the peace and tranquil-

lity of the church is beautiful, and I can
be at one with my own thoughts. 
And I believe that at that point God

enters into those thoughts. You see, I
think that I’m open and receptive to the
Lord in that time and place and so in his
goodness, he makes himself available to
me.

And there’s more. All this reminds me
of a wonderful vignette which I heard

at a conference some time ago. The
speaker, a priest, was talking to the dele-
gates about the movement of the Holy
Spirit in all our lives. To illustrate his
point, he gave an account of his own per-
sonal encounter with the Spirit. 
One Saturday morning, he explained,

he was vacuuming under his table, when

he underwent one of the most uplifting
and beautiful experiences he had ever
had. 
He felt surrounded by a glow and was

overtaken by such intense love and hap-
piness that he was in no doubt as to the
cause of it. He had experienced the
beauty of the Holy Spirit. He abandoned
all thought of anything else but soaked
up the sublime wonder of that moment.
As for myself, I can remember think-

ing “Wow!” when I heard this.
I must admit that my story may not

have the same “wow factor” as Father’s
had, but I believe nonetheless that there
are certainly parallels to be drawn. God
comes to us in many different ways,
shapes, voices and thoughts. But unerr-
ingly he comes to us in the way that we
can most appreciate him and be inex-
orably drawn towards him.
This is because he is God and God

works in the most mysterious of ways.
Even in vacuuming…                                                        
n Julia Beacroft’s book Sanctifying The
Spirit is published by Sancio Books. It is
available on Amazon.

The God factor in vacuuming

Sometimes even the mundane task of
vacuuming can lead to an encounter with
God, as Julie Beacroft explains.

Julia Beacroft
Point of Reflection CATHOLIC DEVOTIONS
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the parish pastoral
councils of our lady

of Perpetual Help and
immaculate Heart of
Mary in Vereeniging,

Gauteng, unveiled
their parish mission

statement. this aims
to draw all members
into a personal rela-
tionship with Jesus,

through the new
evangelisation and

working together as a
welcoming commu-

nity. Fr Bafana
Hlatshwayo joined the

celebrations.

Catechists from St John Bosco parish in Robertsham, Johannesburg, re-
newed their commitment to passing on the faith during the parish feast
day celebrations at the Salesian Provincial House in Booysens.

Dressed in red for their first diocesan meeting of the year
are members of the Catholic Women’s league from differ-
ent parishes in the Durban diocese.

Holy Rosary School in Edenvale, Johannesburg, awarded
service colours at its honours evening. (Back from left):
Wendy Sorour (half colours), Monique Pinheiro, Courtney
yip (half colours) and Chiara Blows (half colours). (Front
from left) Matilda de Freitas (half colours), Helena da Costa,
and Kiara Janse van Rensburg (half colours).

the new our
lady of Mount
Carmel parish in
Benoni, Gaut-
eng, celebrated
its first children’s
catechism class,
together with the
commissioning
of their teachers.
Fr Arvin tauro
oCD is shown
on the altar with
children and
teachers.

Mahobe mission, in umzimkulu diocese in KZN, celebrated the feast of
the Presentation of the lord. Fr thokozani Masina speaks to the many
children in the congregation.

Students of our Mother of Perpetual Help parish
in Malabar, Port Elizabeth, who attend St Joseph’s
Port Elizabeth, were chosen as prefects. they are
also altar servers at Sacred Heart parish as well
as at our Mother of Perpetual Help. (From left)
Kiara Coleridge, Rahul Bawjee and Micah Mood-
ley,all in Grade 7.

Students at CBC St John’s in Parklands, Cape town, received their matric jackets at an event held at the col-
lege. Matrics and their parents are shown here at the ceremony.

Pereka Chikwanda, Jennifer David, and Mike
Callaghan from our lady of lourdes parish in
Rivonia, Johannesburg, with Fr Boniface D`Souza
at la Rochelle parish where an annual retreat for
catechists was held.

the first academic Mass for 2017 was celebrated as a
whole school Mass at Sacred Heart College in observatory,
Johannesburg. Grade 12 students are shown walking in
with the Grade 1s.

Catholic schools in Cape town held a Grade 6 Mass at lansdowne
parish. the Mass was held under the auspices of the Pontifical Mission
Societies, as a “Children helping Children” service. Pupils from St Mary’s
in Gardens hold their school banner.
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WHILE our country and
many other societies con-
sider the possibility of le-

galising assisted suicide and
euthanasia, Catholics cannot remain
silent on the sidelines. 
As Catholics we must take part in

the discussion and suggest responses
inspired by our deepest values and
convictions. 
But first, we have to understand

what is meant by euthanasia and as-
sisted suicide. This article and the
second part next week will look
closely at the issues involved. 

What is euthanasia?
Euthanasia is the deliberate

killing of someone by action or
omission, with or without that per-
son’s consent, for compassionate
reasons. 
The person who commits eu-

thanasia must, therefore, intend to
kill the person and must cause the
death. A lethal injection would be
an example of such an action. With-
holding medically-indicated treat-
ment would be an example of an
omission. 
Euthanasia does not include: 
• Respecting a person’s refusal of

treatment or request to discontinue
treatment; 
• Letting someone die naturally

by withholding or withdrawing
medical treatment when its burdens
outweigh its benefits; 
• Giving drugs to relieve pain and

suffering, even if a foreseen but un-
intended effect is to shorten life. 

What is assisted suicide? 
In assisted suicide, a third person

provides the means for the person to
kill him or herself, for example by
providing pills. 

The Catholic position 
According to Catholic teaching,

euthanasia is unacceptable both at
the level of principle and because of
the consequences of any relaxation
in the law. 
The principles are the intrinsic

value and sanctity of human life and
the relational or interdependent
quality of human life which imposes
a sense of mutual responsibility.  
Although a legal distinction is

made between euthanasia and as-
sisted suicide, there is no ethical dif-

ference. The moral responsibility is
the same whether the third party
provides the pills or administers an
injection. 
Catholics believe that life is a gift

of God’s love and goodness.  We do
not have absolute dominion over
the gift of life; we are stewards, not
owners of life. 
Consequently, the time and cir-

cumstances of our birth and death
are not ours to choose. Death is an
inevitable part of life and a transi-
tion to eternal life. Life is also rela-
tional, a gift from others in that we
remain recipients and givers of life. 
Human life is the ultimate basis

for all of our relationships. 

The consequences of legal
euthanasia/assisted suicide 
The frail, poor, elderly and others

who are vulnerable would be at the
mercy of third parties who could ex-
ercise pressure on them to see an ear-
lier death as an option. 
They could even feel compelled

to ask for a premature death if it is
available. This danger would only
increase as health resources decrease. 
The role of the physician and the

patient’s trust in the physician
would be undermined. Palliative
care would be marginalised. 
If assisted suicide or euthanasia

were permitted for the terminally ill
on the basis of their suffering, their
autonomy and their individual self-
determination over life itself, how
could it be denied to those who are
depressed, infirm, frail or suffering
for other reasons?
Legitimating euthanasia or as-

sisted suicide, which allows one per-
son to kill another, would diminish
respect for human life. It would also
erode the basic trust that human life
will be protected —a trust that is es-
sential to the functioning of any so-
ciety. 

What are our obligations to
the dying person?

Persons who are dying should be
provided with care, compassion and
comfort, including: 
• Appropriate medical care; 
• Pain and symptom manage-

ment (palliative care); 
• Social, emotional, spiritual and

religious support; 
• Full information about their

condition; 
• The opportunity for discussion

with health care personnel and reli-
gious, if desired; 
• Full disclosure to any family

member or any person authorised by
the dying person to receive informa-
tion; and 
• A degree of privacy that ensures

death with dignity and peace. 

What is palliative care? 
The World Health Organisation’

defines palliative care as “an ap-
proach that improves the quality of
life of patients and their families fac-
ing the problem associated with life-
threatening illness, through the
prevention and relief of suffering by
means of early identification and
impeccable assessment and treat-
ment of pain and other problems,
physical, psychosocial and spiri-
tual”. 
In essence palliative care: 
• Provides relief from pain and

other distressing symptoms, affirms
life and regards dying as a normal
process; 
• Intends neither to hasten or

postpone death; integrates the psy-
chological and spiritual aspects of
patient care; 
• Uses a team approach to address

the needs of patients and their fam-
ilies, including bereavement coun-
selling, if indicated will enhance
quality of life, and may also posi-
tively influence the course of illness; 
• Is applicable early in the course

of illness, in conjunction with other
therapies that are intended to pro-
long life, such as chemotherapy or
radiation therapy, and includes
those investigations needed to better
understand and manage distressing
clinical complications. 
In the application of this defini-

tion of palliative care, one may de-
duce, there might be a drastic
reduction in the number of people
who would opt for euthanasia.  
It is prudent to consider palliative

care in children as they too are not
immune to life-threatening illnesses. 
Palliative care for children is the

active total care of the child's body,
mind and spirit, and also involves
giving support to the family. 
It begins when illness is diag-

nosed (an important fact, contrary
to popular misconception), and con-
tinues regardless of whether or not a
child receives treatment directed at
the disease which is offered by the
diagnosing health care team. 
Health providers must evaluate

and alleviate a child's physical, psy-
chological, and social distress. Effec-
tive palliative care requires a broad
multidisciplinary approach that in-
cludes the family and makes use of
available community resources.
It can be successfully imple-

mented even if resources are limited.
This is vital because it assures the in-
clusion, into palliative care, of peo-
ple in poor and/or rural areas. 
It’s imperative, therefore, that all

people who have been diagnosed
with a life-threatening illness should
be referred for and or offered proper
palliative care. This must be done
from the date of diagnosis and at
any point thereafter. 
With impeccable application of

the principles of palliative care we
could be close to eradicating the sup-

posed need for euthanasia and po-
tentially encountering advocacy for
euthanasia in rare and really excep-
tional circumstances.  

Poor palliative care can
cause euthanasia 

The decision to consider and the
intention to carry out euthanasia or
assisted suicide is most commonly
the result of unbearable suffering
and or the failure to alleviate symp-
toms and relieve suffering which are
associated with that particular ill-
ness. 
Often the distress one experi-

ences after being diagnosed with a
life-threatening illness involves
emotional, mental and spiritual con-
cerns and the physical effects are
considered in the latter stages of the
illness.  
Unfortunately health care work-

ers, in general, place more emphasis
on the physical wellbeing and the
relief of physical symptoms. This
means that  the spiritual, mental
and emotional concerns are rele-
gated to the periphery of manage-
ment. 

What obligation do we have
regarding treatment? 
Competent persons receiving

care, and proxies of persons who are
not competent, are to seek those
measures that offer a reasonable
hope of benefit and that can be ob-
tained and used without excessive
pain, expense or other serious incon-
venience.  
Persons receiving care are not

obliged to seek treatment when it is
of no benefit, or when the burdens
resulting from treatment are clearly
disproportionate to the benefits
hoped for or obtained. 

The difference between 
euthanasia and 

withdrawing treatment 
In the withdrawal or withholding

of extraordinary or disproportionate
treatment, the intention is not to
cause death but to allow the person
to die naturally; in euthanasia the
intention is to cause death—the pa-
tient does not die naturally but be-
fore his or her time.  
When disproportionate treat-

ment is withdrawn or withheld, the
cause of death is the underlying dis-
ease or condition. In euthanasia, on
the other hand, the cause of death is
the lethal injection, pill or other
means used. 
There is a great difference be-

tween allowing someone to die and
causing someone to die. Intention is
the key element in distinguishing
between euthanasia and other end-
of-life decisions. 

Isn’t euthanasia a
victimless crime? 

Where, we may be asked (or be
tempted to ask ourselves), is the
harm to society with euthanasia and
assisted suicide? 
Legalising euthanasia and assisted

suicide is not a private matter be-
cause changing the law is a very
public process. The act of euthanasia
or assisted suicide also involves third
parties such as physicians, pharma-
cists, family and friends. In other
words, it requires the law to sanction it
and third parties to carry it out. 
Such a law would obviously jeop-

ardise the role of the medical profes-
sion, which is to safeguard life, and
would seriously undermine the trust
that must exist between patient and
doctor. 
The legal prohibition of killing is

foundational; it protects everyone
equally and is essential to the basic
trust of living together in commu-
nity. Public acceptance of this act
could dull our consciences to the
gravity of taking human life. Eu-
thanasia and assisted suicide, there-
fore, have a public dimension. 
n Melese Tumato Shula is a pastoral
care officer at Catholic Healthcare As-
sociation of South Africa (Cathca) in Jo-
hannesburg. In next week’s issue he will
look at issues such as Living Wills and
how a Christian response outweighs the
call for euthanasia and assisted suicide. 
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What you need to know about euthanasia
As the calls for the legalisa-
tion of euthanasia are getting
louder, Catholics must un-
derstand what is at stake,
and how to respond. Over
two articles, MElESE
SHulA tells us how.  

opponents of euthanasia and assisted suicide stage a "die-in" following a
rally on Parliament Hill in ottawa, Canada, last June. in his article, Melese
Shula outlines the problems with euthanasia and assisted suicide. (Photo:
Art Babych/CNS)
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TRE FONTANE 
GUESTHOUSE

The Sisters of the Precious Blood are once again
running the Tre Fontane Guesthouse 

in Mariannhill, near Pinetown, Durban.
We would like to invite Confirmation groups and

any other groups to utilise our facilities.
Please see www.trefontane.co.za for more details

or email us at guesthouse@trefontane.co.za
or telephone 031 700-2059

In tribute to 
Fr Xolile Kondlo (1978-2016) 

register today to be 
an Organ Donor today.

It’s easy at
www.odf.org.za

Toll Free 0800 22 66 11

NEW FOR 2017

29 AuG to 10 SEP

PILGRIMAGE OF GRACE
Visiting Old Constantinople, Dubrovnik

and Medugorje.
Organised by Mrs Annie Dierx

Cost from R17200
Tel: (031) 266 7702     Fax: (031) 266 8982

Email: judyeichhorst@telkomsa.net
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LENT is a time of great grace,
a time a spiritual renewal.
Traditionally there are three

main components to Lent: prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving.  
So, here are 25 ways to live the

Lenten season in a spirit of
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.
There is no particular order to
these 25 ways, and I don’t pre-
tend that these are the best or
most creative ways.  
However, if you’re looking for

some ideas, hopefully you will
find one or two here. Without
further ado, here are 25 way to
live the Lenten season.

1) Read a little scripture (maybe
choose one of the Gospels).
2) Read a spiritual book for ten
minutes.
3) Spend ten extra minutes in si-
lence.
4) Pray the rosary.
5) Pray the Way of the Cross.
6) Stop by a church for five

minutes on your way to/from
work (if possible).
7) Go to daily Mass or try to go
once or twice during the week be-
sides Sunday.
8) Put aside R10-20 a day and
give it to charity at the end of
Lent. 
9) Give up desserts.
10) Give up unhealthy
snacks.
11) Give up alco-
hol.
12) Give up or
cut down on
coffee or tea.
13) Give up
bread.
14) Wake up ear-
lier than usual
(get up as soon as
the alarm goes off).
15) Go to bed earlier than
usual.
16) Give up or spend less time
on the Internet, especially Face-
book, Twitter, and other social
networking sites.
17) Give up or cut down on tele-
vision.
18) Don’t listen to the radio
while you drive; use the silent
time for prayer.

19) Cut down on the number of
times a day you check your pri-
vate e-mail.
20) Fast on Fridays if your
health allows for it (one meal or
just bread and water).
21) Call a friend or family mem-
ber each day—or a few times dur-
ing the week— to see how they’re

doing.
22) Volunteer your
time at a local soup
kitchen, homeless
shelter, or an-
other place that
is committed to
serving the
poor, addicted,
or abused.
23) Remain calm
when driving.

24) Simplify your life:
each week go through

your closets and drawers
and get rid of clothes and give
them to the needy; each week get
rid of books and find a place to
give them away.
25) Begin and end your day on
your knees.
I pray that you have a blessed

and holy Lenten season!—CNA
n Fr Michael Najim is serving in the
US diocese of Providence, Rhode Island.

25 ways to live
by this Lent
How can we get the most
out of Lent? FR MiCHAEl
NAJiM suggests 25 ways
of living a spiritually 
enriching Lent.

LENT is the time before Easter
during which the faithful ab-
stain and fast in remem-

brance of the ultimate sacrifice
Jesus made on Calvary. 
It is a 40-day time of prepara-

tion before Easter, the memorial of
the death and resurrection of
Jesus. 
There are two main ways that

Catholics use to focus on growing
closer to God during the Lenten
season: abstinence and fasting.

Abstinence

Abstinence is the act of “doing
without” or avoiding some-

thing.  For example, someone may
abstain from chocolate or alcohol
by not consuming them. 
Particular days of abstinence

during Lent are Ash Wednesday
and all Fridays,  as well as Good
Friday. 
As canon law states, Catholics

over the age of 14 are expected to
abstain from the eating of meat on
Ash Wednesday and all Fridays
throughout the Lenten Season
(1250-53). 
During Lent, Catholics are also

encouraged to undertake some sort
of personal penance or abstinence. 
Examples include giving up

sweets, a favourite TV show or not
listening to the radio in the car on
the way to work. Giving up these
things isn't some sort of endurance
test, but these acts are done to
draw the faithful closer to Christ. 
For example, a person may give

up his favourite TV show, but if he
simply turns the television to an-
other channel, the Lenten
penance really does not mean as
much. Instead, the person should
consider devoting the spare time
to prayer or perhaps his family.
As always, when considering

acts of penance that are stricter
than the norm, it is important that
the Catholic would speak with a
priest or spiritual director. Any act
of penance that would seriously

hinder one's health or the health
of others would be contrary to the
will of God. 

Fasting

Fasting is the act of doing withless. In the Catholic Church,
those between the ages of 18 and
59 must fast on Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday (canon 97). 
On such days, those fasting

may eat one full meal, as well as
two smaller meals, sufficient to
maintain strength. However, to-
gether, the smaller meals should
not equal a full meal. 
Eating between meals is not en-

couraged, but liquids are allowed.
It is important to understand

that the Church excuses certain
people from these obligations. Ex-
amples include those who are frail,
pregnant or manual labourers. 
The Church understands that

certain people are not able to com-
mit to the Lenten fast.
The time of Lent, through fast-

ing and abstaining, may be an im-
portant reminder of what it means
to suffer. This small suffering
should not be met with misery but
with great joy as we better under-
stand the incredible sacrifice that
Jesus Christ made for humanity. 

The difference between
fasting and abstinence

Abstinence refers to our lenten
sacrifice, such as giving up (or at
least trying to) sweets, alcohol or
Facebook for the duration of lent.
Fasting refers to the diet we are
called to follow on specific days.

100 Years 
Fatima Pilgrimage

1 - 10 October 2017
Portugal & Spain

A spiritual journey to 

Fatima      Lisbon  
Avila             Madrid

Led by Fr Brian Mhlanga OP

For info or to book contact Gail at info@fowlertours.co.za

or 076 352-3809  or 021 551-3923   
fowlertours.co.za/fatima

and the Eucharistic
Miracle 

of Santarem

with special visit
to the tomb of 

St Teresa of Avila 
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PRAYERS

HOLY ST JUDE, Apostle
and Martyr, great in virtue
and rich in miracles, kins-
man of Jesus Christ, faithful
intercessor of all who in-
voke you, special patron in
time of need. to you i have
recourse from the depths of
my heart and humbly beg
you to come to my assis-
tance. Please help me now
in my urgent need and
grant my petition. in return i
promise to make your
name known in distribution
of this prayer that never
fails.  May the Sacred Heart
of Jesus be forever blessed
and glorified. Holy Mary
Mother of God, Pray for us
and grant my request
(name your request).  our
Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.
Say this for 9 consecutive
days and your request will
be answered. Dermot PE
LORD, inspire those men
and women who bear the ti-
tles “husband” and “wife”.
Help them to look to you, to
themselves, to one another
to rediscover the fullness
and mystery they once felt

in their union. let them be
honest enough to ask:
“Where have we been to-
gether and where are we
going?” let them be brave
enough to question: “How
have we failed?” let each
be foolhardy enough to say:
“For me, we come first.”
Help them, together, to re-
examine their commitment
in the light of your love, will-
ingly, openly, compassion-
ately. 
FATHER, you have given
all peoples one common
origin. it is your will that
they be gathered together
as one family in yourself.
Fill the hearts of mankind
with the fire of your love
and with the desire to en-
sure justice for all. By shar-
ing the good things you
give us, may we secure an
equality for all our brothers
and sisters throughout the
world. May there be an end
to division, strife and war.
May there be a dawning of
a truly human society built
on love and peace. We ask
this in the name of Jesus,
our lord. Amen.
O VIRGIN Mother, in the
depths of your heart you
pondered the life of the Son
you brought into the world.
Give us your vision of
Jesus and ask the Father to
open our hearts, that we
may always see His pres-
ence in our lives, and in the
power of the Holy Spirit,
bring us into the joy and
peace of the kingdom,
where Jesus is lord forever
and ever. Amen

THANKS
THANK YOU St Jude for

answering my prayer. i am
grateful for your help and
humbly thank you.

PERSONAL
ABORTION WARNING:
THE truth will convict a
silent Church. See
www.valuelifeabortion
isevil.co.za
ABORTION ON DEMAND:
THIS is legalised daily mur-
der in our nation. our si-
lence on this issue is the
reason why it continues.
Avoid pro-abortion politi-
cians.

ACCOMMODATION
REQUIRED

QUIWIN Davids, student
at Cape Peninsula tech in
Granger Bay (near Water-
front, Cape town) urgently
seeks accommodation in
close vicinity. Currently liv-
ing in ocean View.
Catholic member of Christ
the King parish in Worces-
ter. Reference from Fr
Ashley orgil. Call Karen
Fransman on 078 397
7677 or Quiwin Davids on
073 161 0217.

HOLIDAY
ACCOMMODATION

MARIANELLA Guest
House, Simon’s town:
“Come experience the
peace and beauty of God
with us.” Fully equipped
with amazing sea views.
Secure parking, ideal for
rest and relaxation. Spe-
cial rates for pensioners
and clergy. Malcolm Salida
on 082 784 5675, or mjsal
ida@gmail.com

Word of the Week
Papal bull: An official document from the
pope in which a declaration is made.

This week we congratulate:
March 8: Cardinal Wilfrid Napier OFM, arch-
bishop of Durban, on his 76th birthday.
March 8: Bishop João Rodrigues of Tzaneen on
his 62nd birthday.

Our bishops’ anniversaries

SOLUTIONS TO 748. ACROSS: 1 Safety, 4
Cooper, 9 Horticultural, 10 Settles, 11 Aptly, 12
Feast, 14 Stoop, 18 Hovel, 19 High hat, 21 Incon-
siderate, 22 Kismet, 23 Edited. DOWN: 1 Schism, 2
First services, 3 Trial, 5 Outcast, 6 Purity of heart, 7
Relays, 8 Burse, 13 Silence, 15 Shrink, 16 Choir,
17 Attend, 20 Greed.

Southern CrossWord solutions

Liturgical
Calendar

Year A – Weekdays Cycle Year 1

Sunday March 5, 1st Sunday of Lent
Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7, Psalms 51:3-6, 12-14,
17, Romans 5:12-19, Matthew 4:1-11
Monday March 6
Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18, Psalms 19:8-10, 15,
Matthew 25:31-46
Tuesday March 7, Ss Perpetua and Felicity
Isaiah 55:10-11, Psalms 34:4-7, 16-19,
Matthew 6:7-15
Wednesday March 8, St John of God
Jonah 3:1-10, Psalms 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19,
Luke 11:29-32
Thursday March 9, St Frances of Rome
Esther 14:1, 3-4, 11, 13-14, Psalms 138:1-3, 7-
8, Matthew 7:7-12
Friday March 10
Ezekiel 18:21-28, Psalms 130:1-8, Matthew
5:20-26
Saturday March 11
Deuteronomy 26:16-19, Psalms 119:1-2, 4-5,
7-8, Matthew 5:43-48
Sunday March 12, 2nd Sunday of Lent
Genesis 12:1-4, Psalms 33:4-5, 18-20, 22, 2
Timothy 1:8-10, Matthew 17:1-9
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Pregnant? Need Help?
WE CARE

www.birthright.co.za
We welcome prayers, volunteers

and donations.

can help in the 
education of South

Africans for the 
PRIESTHOOD
at St Joseph’s 

Scholasticate, Cedara,
KwaZulu-Natal. 

Please send them to:
OMI Stamps, 
Box 101352, 

Scottsville, 3209

OMI STAMPS
YOUR USED

STAMPS

A Lenten 
Prayer

Lord, I know how much you love me.
It’s hard for me to feel it sometimes,
but I know your love is always with me.

Help me to use your love as a way
to persevere in my Lenten intentions.
I am weak, but I know with your help,
I can use these small sacrifices in my
life to draw closer to you. Amen

Fr Pádraig (Paddy) Gallagher
FATHER Pádraig (Paddy) Gal-

lagher was born on August
16, 1942, to Patrick Gal-

lagher and his wife Nora (née
O’Shea) of Caherciveen, Co
Kerry, and died on February 13,
2017.
He was educated in Caher-

civeen by the Irish Christian
Brothers. He came to Kiltegan in
1960 for the spiritual year, which
he completed the following
June. He then moved to St
Patrick’s, Douglas, Cork, and at-
tended UCC where he gained a
BSc degree in 1964. He returned
to Kiltegan for his theology stud-
ies and was ordained in 1968. 
Fr Gallagher’s first appoint-

ment was to Kenya, where he
worked for the next six years.  
Aware of his fine intellect, his

superiors sent him to Rome to
study canon law where he re-
ceived his doctorate three years
later.
His next appointment was as

rector of the seminary of St
Patrick’s Missionary Society, Kil-
tegan, a post he held until he was
sent to South Africa in 1991, to
the diocese of Witbank, in
Mashabela.  
He was in his early 50s but he

became very fluent in Northern
Sotho, the language of the area. 
In 2000, he moved to Christ

the King cathedral, Witbank,
where he was administrator until
2002. He continued as adminis-
trator of the cathedral until Jan-
uary 2016, when he moved to
Johannesburg, where he was
parish priest of Crystal Park,
Benoni.
Fr Paddy began to feel unwell

at the beginning of September
2016 and it was decided that he
should go to Ireland for treat-
ment. On arrival home, he was
admitted immediately to St Vin-

cent’s private hospital, Dublin. 
He did not respond to treat-

ment and had a difficult two
months during which he suf-
fered a lot. His family kept vigil
at his bedside for the last days of
his life. Present with him at his
death were his sisters Breda and
Nora, his niece Mary and Nora’s
husband, Joe.
As a gifted linguist he im-

mersed himself fully in the cul-
ture and language of the people
to whom he was sent.
He had a very fine legal mind

and his advice and counsel were
valued very much by society
leaders and by the bishops of the
dioceses where he worked.
He was a very compassionate

pastor and had a special place in
his heart for the poor and for
those with special needs. He was
very close to his family and the
esteem in which they held him
was very evident during his final
illness.
Paddy is survived by his sisters

Breda (O’Regan), Nora (Lans-
bury) and Teresa (Smith), by his
nephews and nieces and their
families and by his cousins.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam
uasal.

www.birthright.co.za
 www.facebook.com/thescross
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OUR society tends to divide us up
into winners and losers. Sadly, we
don’t often reflect on how this af-

fects our relationships with each other, nor
on what it means for us as Christians. 
What does it mean? In essence, that our

relationships with each other are too
charged with competition and jealousy be-
cause we are too infected with the drive to
outdo, out-achieve, and out-hustle each
other.
For example, here are some of the slo-

gans that pass for wisdom today: Win! Be
the best at something! Show others you’re
more talented than they are! Show that
you are more sophisticated than others!
Don’t apologise for putting yourself first!
Don’t be a loser! 
These phrases aren’t just innocent ax-

ioms cheerleading us to work harder;
they’re viruses infecting us so that almost
everything in our world now conspires
with the narcissism within us to push us to
achieve, to set ourselves apart from others,
to stand out, to be at the top of the class,
to be the best athlete, the best dressed, the
best looking, the most musically talented,
the most popular, the most experienced,
the most travelled, the one who knows
most about cars, or movies, or history, or
sex, or whatever.
At all costs we drive ourselves to find

something at which we can beat others. At
all costs we try to somehow set ourselves
apart from and above others.
That idea is almost genetically ingrained

in us now.  
And because of that we tend to tend to

misjudge others and misjudge our own
meaning and purpose. We structure every-
thing too much around achieving and
standing out.
When we achieve, when we win, when

we are better than others at something, our
lives seem fuller; our self-image inflates
and we feel confident and worthwhile.
Conversely, when we cannot stand out,

when we’re just another face in the crowd,
we struggle to maintain a healthy self-
image.
Either way, we are forever struggling

with jealousy and dissatisfaction because
we cannot help constantly seeing our own
lack of talent, beauty, and achievement in
relationship to others’ successes.
And so we both envy and hate those

who are talented, beautiful, powerful, rich,
and famous, holding them up for adula-
tion even as we secretly wait for their
downfall, like the crowd that praises Jesus
on Palm Sunday and then screams for his
crucifixion just five days later.  
This leaves us in an unhappy place:

How do we form community with each
other when our very talents and achieve-
ments are cause for jealousy and resent-
ment, when they’re sources of envy and
weapons of competition?
How do we love each other when our

competitive spirits make us see each other
as rivals? 
Community can only happen when we

can let the talents and achievements of
others enhance our own lives and we can
let our own talents and achievements en-
hance, rather than threaten, others.

But we’re generally incapable of this.
We’re too infected with competitiveness to
allow ourselves to not let the achievements
and talents of others threaten us and actu-
alise our own talents in a way so as to en-
hance the lives of others rather than to let
ourselves stand out. 
Like our culture, we too tend to divide

people into winners and losers, admiring
and hating the former, looking down on
the latter, constantly sizing each other up,
rating each other’s bodies, hair, intelli-
gence, clothing, talents and achievements. 
But, as we do this, we vacillate between

feeling depressed and belittled when oth-
ers outscore us or inflated and pompous
when we appear superior to them.
And this becomes ever more difficult to

overcome as we become more obsessed
with our need to stand out, be special, to
sit above, to make a mark for ourselves.
We live in a chronic, inchoate jealousy

where the talents of others are perennially
perceived as a threat to us. This keeps us
both anxious and less than faithful to our
Christian faith.
Our Christian faith invites us not to

compare ourselves with others, to not
make efforts to stand out, and to not let
ourselves be threatened by and jealous of
other’s gifts.
Our faith invites us to join a circle of life

with those who believe that there is no
need to stand out or be special, and who
believe that other people’s gifts are not a
threat, but rather something which en-
riches all lives, our own included. 
When we divide people into winners

and losers then our talents and gifts be-
come sources of envy and weapons of com-
petition and superiority.
This is true not just for individuals but

for nations as well.
One of these competitive slogans within

our culture tells us: Show me a good loser
and I will show you a loser!
Well, seen in this light, Jesus was a loser.

People were shaking their heads at his
death, and there was no championship
ring on his finger. He didn’t look good in
the world’s eyes. A loser! But, in his under-
achieving we all achieved salvation.
Somewhere there’s a lesson there!

CHURCH CHUCKLE

2nd Sunday in Lent: March 12
Readings: Genesis 12:1-4, Psalm 33:4-5, 18-
20, 22, 2 Timothy 1:8-10, Matthew 17:1-9

CAN you trust God? That might be a ques-
tion to put to ourselves as we journey
through Lent; certainly it is the question

raised by the readings for next Sunday.
In the first reading, Abram, who is at an

age when most of us would be considering
putting our feet up and having something of
a rest, is, instead, invited by God: “Go forth:
from your land and from your family, and
from your father’s house, to a land that I am
going to show you.”
And why? Because God has a plan: “I am

going to make you into a great nation; I am
going to bless you and to make your name.”
And it is not just for Abram, but for the

whole of humanity: “In you all the families
of the earth shall be blessed.”
What is Abram going to do? We wait and

wonder, until we hear the final line of the
reading: “And Abram went as the Lord had
told him.” And we applaud his trust in God.
Can you trust God? The author of our

psalm for next Sunday has no doubt about it,
and he tells us why: “The word of the Lord is
upright; all his works are trustworthy.”
Then we are offered a list of the qualities

of God: “loves justice and right; the Lord’s
faithfulness fills the earth…the Lord’s eye is

on those who fear him, who hope for his
faithfulness…let your faithfulness be upon us,
O Lord, just as we have put our hope in you”.
So this cheerful poet is quite clear that we can
trust in the Lord.
In the second reading, Paul (or one of his

successors) is quite clear that you can trust
God; and he invites Timothy to “join in my
suffering with the Gospel, in accordance with
God’s power”.
Like the psalmist, Paul gives a list of the

things that God has done which might en-
courage people to trust: God “saved us, and
called us with a holy calling”.
But, of course, we don’t deserve that; and

this is where he makes his next mood: “Not
according to what we have done, but because
of God’s own choice and free gift, given to us
in Christ Jesus before the endless ages.”
And in particular because of what God has

done in Christ: “now through the appearance
of our Savour Christ Jesus, who has cancelled
out death and given the light of immortal life
through the Gospel”. This is a God whom
you can trust.
The Gospel for the second Sunday in Lent

is traditionally the story of the Transfigura-
tion, and is (I take it) meant to give us
courage for our journey through Lent, and to
let us know that we can indeed trust the Lord
who gives us the invitation to journey.
This year we have Matthew’s account of

the event, which follows Mark’s story fairly
closely. It comes “six days” after Jesus has told
Peter and the rest of them that he is on his
way to suffering and death in Jerusalem; and
Peter did not react very well to this revelation,
but tried to resist the notion of a Messiah who
suffered. 
Now his education is taken a bit deeper, as

Jesus takes him and James and John up “into
a high mountain” (mountains are very im-
portant in Matthew’s gospel, so we know
something important is about to happen)
“privately”.
Then we watch in astonishment as Jesus

“was transformed in their presence, and his
face shone like the sun, his garments became
white as light”. Nor does it stop there, for
Jesus is given a context: “There appeared to
them Moses and Elijah, who were chatting
with him.”

This means that we can trust Jesus also,
given that he is at home with the representa-
tives of the Law and the Prophets.
Peter is stumbling to find a way of grasping

this educational opportunity, and wants to
build a camping-site: “three tents, one for
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”. 
Then, however, God intervenes in his ed-

ucation, speaking from “behold—a bright
cloud!”, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased. Listen to him.”
These are not very bright pupils, however,

and they dive for cover “and feared a very
great fear”. Until, that is: “Jesus came and
touched them and said ‘Up you get—and
don’t be afraid.’ ”
Can they trust him? Possibly not until he

is raised from the dead (an event, of course,
which lies at the end of the Lenten journey).
So Jesus commanded them: “Don’t report the
vision to anybody, until the Son of Man is
risen from the dead.”
Can they trust him? Can they trust the

God who has spoken to them? Can you?

Put your trust in Christ

Of winners and losers
Fr Ron 
Rolheiser OMI

Final Reflection

Nicholas King SJ
Sunday Reflections

Southern Crossword #748

DOWN
1. Division in the church (6)
2. Early Masses for tennis
players (5,8)
3. Test for guilt (5)
5. He’s rejected by society
(7)
6. With this quality you will
see God (Mt 5) (6,2,5)
7. Slayer changes and
broadcasts it (6)
8. It holds the corporal
cloth for Mass (5)
13. Soundless rule for Cis-
tercians (7)
15. Contract one who’s a
psychiatrist? (7)
16. Kind of boy or girl who
sings in church (5)
17. Be present and listen (6)
20. Insatiable desire (5)

ACROSS
1. Security for kind of match
that is first? (6)
4. He lives from rolling out
the barrels (6)
9. Hot rural cult I find con-
cerning Garden of Eden?
(13)
10. Pays dues and stays put
(7)
11. Suitably tap out first
third of the lyrics (5)
12. Liturgical festival (5)
14. Bend forward to holy
water basin, by sound of it
(5)
18. Shovelling inside the
squalid dwelling (5)
19. The short bishop may
need it (4,3)
21. Be thoughtlessly offen-
sive (13)
22. Destiny (6)
23. Prepared text with cor-
rections (6) Solutions on page 11

Two Jesuit novices both wanted a cigarette while
they prayed. They decided to ask their superior for

permission.
The first asked but was told no. A little later he spot-

ted his friend smoking and praying. “Why did the su-
perior allow you to smoke and not me?” he asked.
His friend replied: “Because you asked if you could

smoke while you prayed, and I asked if I could pray
while I smoked!” 
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Tel: 017 826 0054/5
Cell: 082 904 7840

Email: sales@eskaycrushers.co.za

For all your Sand and Stone 
requirements in Piet Retief, Southern Mpumalanga

We can use your old 
clothing, bric-a-brac, 

furniture and books for our
second-hand shop in

Woodstock, Cape Town.
Help us to create an 

avenue to generate much
needed funds for our 
work with the elderly.
Contact Ian Veary on 

021 447 6334
www.noah.org.za

Neighbourhood Old Age Homes

Frail/assisted care in shared or 
single rooms.

Independent care in single/double
rooms with en-suite bathrooms.
Rates include meals, laundry and 

24-hour nursing.
Day Care and short stay facilities 

also available.

Retirement Home,
Rivonia,
Johannesburg
Tel:011 803 1451
www.lourdeshouse.org

www.lourdeshouse.org

