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NORM WILLIAMS PRESIDENT AS NEW OFFICERS AND BOARD TAKE HELM

Norman Williams, vice president of the May Broadcasting
Co. (KMTV, Omaha) was elected president of the Nebraska Broad
casters Association at the Lincoln convention September 26-28.
He succeeds Joe Stavas, KTTT-AM-FM, Columbus, and KTAP, Crete,
who remains on the board for a year as immediate past president.

Named president-elect was John
Howard, executive vice president
of the four John Mitchell stations

which include KGFW, Kearney.
Richard W. Chapin, president of the
thirteen Stuart stations (including
KFOR AM-FM, Lincoln and IIRGI AM-FM,
Grand Island) was elected vice
president. Dr. Larry Walklin, KRNU,
Lincoln, was re-elected treasurer.
The five officers constitute the

Executive Committee, and also serve
as directors.Norman Williams

Newly elected members of the board are Lee Hall, KCSR,
Chadron, Ray Lockhart, KOGA, Ogallala, Frank Newell, KGMT, Fair-
bury and KSRD-FM, Seward and Ron Swanson KICS AM-FM, Hastings.
Holdover directors are Ken Elkins, KETV, Omaha, Ken Headrick,
KFAB, Omaha, Larry Rice, KERB, Ainsworth, Ron Hull, KUON-TV, and
Paul Jensen, KOLN-TY/KGIN-TV, Lincoln and Grand Island.
Fogarty was re-elected secretary and executive vice president.

The new board will hold its first meeting at the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln School of Journalism at 9^30 AM Saturday,
October 23. Members who have suggestions or questions are asked

to call or write the president or secretary in advance. Members
are always welcome at board meetings.

Frank
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KIMB. KMV and KWBE TOP WINNERS AK-SAR-BEN AWARDS

The winners in the annual Ak-Sar-Ben awards were am^ounced at

the NBA convention in Lincoln, September 26, as follows:

Community Service, Radio: KIMB, Kimball, for its leadership
in saving a d^ and reservoir for the community, first place win
ner, Honorable mentions in this category went to KMM J, Grand
Island, for broadcasts on irrigation and reclamation; to KVSH,
Valentine, for a series of interviews with teachers in the local
school system, and to WOW, Omaha, for a series of mini-docu
mentaries on teenage sex, marriage, birth control, abortion and
child rearing.

Community Service, Television: first place award was won by
KMTV, Omaha, for series of hard news reports, features, in-depth
reports, documentaries and announcements on court-ordered desegre
gation and pupil busing. Honorable mentions in this category went
to Nebraska ETV, Lincoln, for broadcasts supporting the Nebraska
Arts Council in planning its program of work, and to KETV, Omaha,
for six part series on the economic and environmental impact of a
proposed dam in the Niobrara River. In this category an outstand
ing achievement award went to WOWT, Omaha, for coverage of visit
of President Ford and several cabinet members, including pre
emption of nine hours of time.

The Service to Agriculture competition combined radio and

television. First place winner was KWBE, Beatrice, for developing
new sources of information on live stock and commodity reports,
intensified broadcast of those markets and promotion of the new

set-up. Honorable mentions were earned by KTTT, Columbus, for
’’Radio Irrigation Day”, including tour of irrigated farms and re
motes from each, and to KMTV, Omaha, for daily feature explaining
agriculture to urban viewers. In this category the judges gave
an outstanding achievement award to KFAB, Omaha, for a statewide
public speaking contest for 4 H Club members.

The first place winners received a check for $200 and a
The checks go to a non-profit cause

Framed Certificates were given the
Thirty-eight stations competed.

Twenty-two Ak-Sar-Ben

plaque from Ak-Sar-Ben.
designated by the winners,
honorable mention winners.

The judges were selected by Ak-Sar-Ben,
governors, councillors and staff members were present at the
awards dinner, at which J, D, Anderson was Ak-Sar-Ben Spokesman,
The awards were presented by Edward F, Owen, king, and Miss
Deborah Coe, queen, of Ak-Sar-Ben.

Ak-Sar-Ben was host at the awards dinner and the reception
preceding it. '
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Norm Williams, KMTV, Omaha, accepts first Center above: Miss Coe presents the Ak-Sar-Ben Commun

ity Service, Radio, first award to Mrs. Joan Wood, KIMB,
Kimball.

Left above:

award Ak-Sar-Ben Community Service, Television, from
Miss Debbie Coe, Queen of Ak-Sar-Ben.

1976-77 Officers of NBA

Left to right: Larry Walklin, KRNU, Treasurer; Dick Chapin, Stuart
Stations, Vice President; John Howard, KGFW, President-elect;
Norman Williams, KMTV, President; and Joe Staves, KTTT AM-FM,
immediate Past President.

Right above: Queen Debbie presents the first award. Ser

vice to Agriculture, to Stanley Wirth, KWBE, Beatrice,
while Edward F. Owen (at podium). King of Ak-Sar-Ben,
and NBA President Joe Staves, look on.

New Directors of NBA

Left to right: Ron Swanson, KICS AM-FM, Hastings; Frank Newell,

KSRD-FM, Seward; Ray Lockhart, KOGA, Ogallala; and Lee Hall,

KCSR, Chadron.

Max Brown receives 25 year service plaque for Station KRVN AM-

FM, Lexington, from President Joe Staves.
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KRQA-FM STEREO 95 IN GRAND ISLAND has filed with FCC a request for
assignment of its license to Grace College of the Bible, Omaha,
Grace College owns and operates KGBI in Omaha as  a non-commercial
religious station, supported by donations. If FCC approves the
sale, KROA-FM will be programmed with religious programs and
classical easy listening, same as KGBI.

KBRL (AM), MCCOOK HAS BEEN SOLD by Edwin S. Towle to Leroy M.
Santee, Carol B. Santee and David R. Santee for $200,000, subject
to FCC approval. Mr. Towle also owns KTNC (AM), Falls City,
Nebraska. The buyers are Denver educators, with no other broad
cast interests. KBRL is a 5 kw daytimer on 1300 khz.

PIONEER STATION KMMJ GRAND ISLAND has been sold, subject to FCC

approval, according to an announcement by Rex Lathen, president.
Prospective buyer is WDAY, Inc
broadcasting interests in Fargo, Grand Forks, N. D
S. D., Aberdeen, S. D. and Pierre, S. D,
its fiftieth anniversary, having begun operations in Clay Center,
NE in 1925, moving to Grand Island in 193^* Lathen has been
president since I96S.

The buyer has
Sioux Falls,

KMMJ recently observed

Fargo, N. D,• 9

• 9

HIS ASSOCIATES AT KLIN CALL STAN LINNERTZ "Mr. Showbiz". Stan

recently rode the Children's Zoo train continuously from 9 a. m.
raising donations for the zoo. And he secured a giftto 5 p. m

of 900 pounds of pork from the Nebraska Pork Association in a
"hog wild" event to celebrate the "grand opening" of Lincoln's
downtown streets. The pork was cooked and served at 13th and 0
Streets by Stan and associates. Naturally, KLIN covered.

• 9

THE NEBRASKA ASSOCIATION OF COMMENCE AND INDUSTRY board voted

September 9 to oppose the proposed state-owned, taxpayer-supported
public radio network. The board unanimously took the position
that great majority of Nebraska citizens have not demonstrated
any demand or need for the system; also that it would add to the
threat of government involvement in the mass communications
industry. According to Glenn J. McEniry, executive vice presi
dent, the NAGI board felt that, rather than create another tax
consuming agency, state government should be more concerned with
ability of taxpayers to fund state and local programs already in
existence.

R. L. "DICK" YANTZIE IS THE NEW GENERAL MANAGER of KCNl, Broken
It's a homecoming of sorts, as Dick started his

Meanwhile he has been as

assistant manager of KGFW, Kearney and manager of KRCB, Council
Bluffs. Mrs. Georgia Crawford, longtime general manager of the
station is not leaving the station. According to Yantzie, "she

is stepping down from the pressures of management".

SCOTTSBLUFF WILL ENTERTAIN THE 1977 CONVENTION of the Nebraska
Broadcasters Association as the result of a vote taken at the

Lincoln Gathering.
Dates have not been selected.

Bow, Nebraska,
radio career in Broken Bow in 1962.

An invitation was also extended by Kearney.
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senator CURTIS RECEIVES FRIEND OF.NEBRASKA BROADCASTING AWARD

new3L-,:ter

United States Senator Carl T. Curtis was announced at the

Lincoln convention as 1976 winner of the Friend of Nebraska

Broadcasting award given annually by the Nebraska Broadcasters
Association for major contributions to the industry. The award

was presented by President Joe Stavas and President-elect Norman
Williams to a long-time friend of Senator Curtis, W. Joyce Ayres
of Lincoln, Senator Curtis was unable to accept in person be
cause of the rush of legislation in the last week of Congress,
The first such award was to United States Senator Roman L, Hruska

in 1975, In making the presentation to Ayres, Norman Williams
read this citation:

Our honoree is a native Nebraskan, He has served in

the United States Congress continuously since January 3,.
1939, He is the ranking minority member of the Committee on

Finance, which has jurisdiction over taxes, social security,
medicare, tariffs and trade. These are vital to all of us.

Senator Curtis has introduced or supported legislation
for broadcast license renewal reform, daylight saving
tailored to the needs of Nebraska broadcasting, equitable_
regulation of cable and pay television, and the preservation
of free broadcasting, particularly for rural and poor audi-

He has opposed performers* royalties and super power
He has striven to keep regulation to the

ences,

radio stations,

minimiom necessary and to assure broadcasting of full First
Amendment rights. He has effectively represented his 30,i~
stituents before the Federal Communications Commission, the
Federal Trade Commission and other regulatory bodies.

Significantly, Senator Curtis’ first press secretary was
a broadcaster. When he was first elected to congress there

was only one broadcasting station in his district, so he has
witnessed the entire growth of the industry in Nebraska, He

has been generous in his cooperation with broadcast news
directors and reporters. Senator Curtis has said: ’’We have

the highest quality broadcast system in the world,
because it is free".

The Nebraska Broadcasters Association takes pleasure
in presenting the 1976 Friend of Nebraska Broadcasting Award
to Senator Carl T. Curtis.

That is

Be sure to attend the regional meeting the FCC is
holding for broadcasters in Crown Center Hotel, Kansas City,

Thursday, October 2S, starting with luncheon address
by Chairman Wiley. Two or three Commissioners and half a

dozen top staff members will be present. Details from the
Executive Vice President, NBA.

Mo• I
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BITS ABOUT BROADCASTERS

NEW STAFF APPOINTMENTS INCLUDE Dave Sonda^ as sports director,
KHASt Hastinp!;s; John Brooks as news director, KICS, Hastings;
Jack Spaulding as news editor, KHAS-TV, Hastings, and Gary Wegner,
sports director, KHAS-TV, Hastings 390 persons rode t
chartered by WJAG, Norfolk, on the stations’s annual pilgrimage to

..The same station has broadcast "Patrol Round
It's about traffic safety and is one of the

Don Morehead, KBRL, McCook,

en luses

the State Fair..

Table" 3^ years,
oldest continuous programs in radio
was the Associated Press selection for broadcaster-of-the month in

August KAHL, North Platte, has received CP to increase daytime
power to 5 kw John Hewitt is the new broadcast executive of
the Associated Press for Nebraska and Iowa. His address and phone:
715 Locust, Des Moines, lA. (515) 2SL-S324 Ted Storck, KTCH,
Wayne reports that he ran into some hot news in Schuyler,
pulled into a filling station minutes after a fire had started and
was on the scene when the fire department arrived. Said Ted:
"Needless to say, my station and then UPI got an early report
Ray Gearhart from assistant news director to News director, KMMJ,
Grand Island Radio Station KRVN-AM, Lexington, won special
Soil Conservation Society of America merit award for promotion of
good land use Deborah "Debbie" Kneip is the new director of
promotion and public relations, KOLN-TV/kciN-TV, Lincoln, Grand
Island. She succeeds Lynne Grass, now at KMOX-TV, St. Louis
Omaha's C. W. McCall has a daily five minute program on the NBC
Radio Network called "Modulatin' with McCall", Of course it's

about CB, and it's produced at Sound Recorder Studios, Omaha,,,,,.
Mitchell Palmer was killed in a traffic accident September 20.

He was the son of Joan Wood, Manager of KIMB, Kimball, and 1976
winner of the Ak-Sar-Ben Community Service Award
of State Allen Beermann points out that voter registration for the
November 2 general election closes Friday, October 22, at 7 PM at
the office of the county clerk or election commissioner, as the
case may be. He requests cooperation of broadcasters in the form
of news stories and PSA's The Fetzer stations (including
KOLN-TV/KGIN-TV) held a meeting of executives in Grand Island the
week of October 1+. Included in the meeting were the sales reps
and Washington attorneys Ayres-Neble Advertising of Omaha has
been dissolved. Bud Neble has formed the "Bud Neble and Associ-

agency at 721 Latvian Tower, 3003 Paddock Road, Omaha
Gary Koenig is president and J, D. Ayres is vice presi

dent of a new ad agency called A/K Advertising and Public Re
lations, Suite 400, Insurance Exchange Building, 7101 Mercy Road,
Omaha. Both were with the former Ayres-Neble Associates agency.

He

o • • • •

Secretary• • • o • •

ates"

6^124

Edited by Frank P, Fogarty, Executive Vice President
Nebraska Broadcasters Association, Box 31^02

Omaha, NE 6SI3I
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NAB REGIONAL MEETINGS AT DENVER AND CHICAGO: FCC AT KC
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The annual regional meetings of the National Association of
Broadcasters will be held in October and November, with the
closest ones at the Brown Palace Hotel, Denver, October 21-22,
and the Hyatt Regency O’Hare, Chicago, November lS-19. There will
be three concurrent sessions at each meeting, one on radio, one on
television and one on engineering. The sessions will start at
2 PM and conclude with a luncheon the second day. The NAB regionals
are growing in popularity, and early registration is advisable.

Another regional meeting of great interest for broadcasters
is to be held by the Federal Communications Commission at the
Crown Center Hotel, Kansas City, Mo
October 2B, Members of the Commission and its staff will be

present to field the questions and comments of broadcasters. The
meeting is planned for the North Central states, including Nebraska,
The Commission and the Missouri Broadcasters Association will send

out details of time, place and program. The FCC will also hold an
open forum type of meeting for the general public the evening of
October 2B.

the afternoon of Thursday,• >

BOARD CALLS FOR NOMINATIONS TO BROADCASTERS HALL OF FAME

The NBA Board of Directors will consider nominations to the

Nebraska Broadcasters Hall of Fame in the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln School of Journalism at its December meeting and will

welcome suggestions from members. The new inductees will be
presented at the annual January dinner for the Legislature in
Lincoln. Present members of the Hall are:

Charles P, Arnot

Ralph Beaudin
Lyell Bremser
Richard W, Chapin
Lyle DeMoss

A, James Ebel

Frank P, Fogarty
John J, Gillin

L. L. Hilliard

Merle Jones

Floyd Kalber
Roger Larson
Howard Shuman

Howard Stalnaker

Bob Thomas

KMTV WILL HAVE A NEW STUDIO IN SOUTHWEST OMAHA, according to an
announcement by Edward May Sr,, president of May Broadcasting
Co., the licensee. The company has bought a tract of approxi
mately three acres at 107th Street and Mockingbird Drive,
Architects are working on plans
struction has been announced,

and Farnam Streets offices and studios since going on the air

in 19A9. The May company has just completed extensive new con
struction at its Tucson, Arizona station.

, but no time table for con-
The station has been in its 26th
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Digest of Resolutions Passed at the Annual Convention, Nebraska
Broadcasters Association, Lincoln, Nebraska, September 27, 1976
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Repeal of the fairness doctrine.

Commendation of the United States Supreme Court on its 9 to 0
decision in the Free Press/Fair Trial case (Simants).

Approval of automatic transmitters, and deletion of first class
license requirement.

Cable television, and pay-cable:

Approve cable television for under-served areas under proper
regulation.

Keep present free television programs free by strengthening Anti
siphoning rules.

Establish proper regulatory relationship between free television,
CATV and pay-cable with particular attention to distant signals
and non-duplication.

Copyright:

Approve legislation requiring CATV to pay full share of copy
right fees.

Give both radio and television right to sue cable systems for

infringement, and for violation of FCC rules and regulations.

Protect both radio and television against deletion of commercials.

Oppose action by FCC to prescribe the number or percentage of public
service announcements in a broadcast day and to require that a

given mjmber or percentage be "local".

Oppose proposal of Federal Communications Commission to require
retention of transcripts, discs or tapes of all programs except
entertainment and sports.

Continue opposition to proposed public radio network in Nebraska,

Support legislation to lengthen term of broadcast licenses and to

require FCC to grant renewals to licensees if it finds that they
have been responsive in their program service to the problems,
needs and interests of the service area, and if the operation
has not been characterized by serious deficiencies.

Opposition to the assignment by FCC of any short spaced VHA drop-ins.

Adequate preparation for the 1979 World Administrative Radio confer
ence, towards the end of preserving present spacing standards and
frequency assignments.

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE:

Bob Thomas, Chairman
Paul Wischmeyer
Roger Dodson

Herb Roszhart

Mrs, Geraldine Wing


