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As with previous reports, this data and these insights are published as a free resource - to both 

freelancers and hirers alike. Our ambition is to continually drive a transparent conversation around 

freelancer engagement and remuneration forward and help bring clarity to as many aspects of 

the freelancer economy as possible.



Our last Rates Report highlighted the significant impact the pandemic has had on both freelancer 

bookings as well as hirer confidence due to the uncertainty of when COVID and associated 

restrictions might end.



However, as restrictions began to ease and the 'new normal' of remote and hybrid working 

practices gained almost immediate traction, the outlook is considerably brighter. Even as the UK 

Government introduced the largest tax reform legislation in April 2021, targeting self-employed 

individuals, confidence in an agile workforce, as evidenced in this report, is at an all time high. 



This report would not have been possible without the engagement of the incredible freelancer 

and client community on YunoJuno. Some of those within that community were also kind enough 

to share their personal thoughts on rates, project lengths and the future of freelancing. I am 

forever grateful to these individuals and their willingness to educate, inspire and speak out about 

matters that are very real to them and in turn, drive the freelancer economy forward.






A special thank you


Shib Mathew


Founder, YunoJuno


Twitter: @shibmathew 

2021 saw YunoJuno reach half a billion pounds in freelancer bookings - a 

milestone we are extremely proud of and further validation of our vision for 

the future of work; a vision that has not changed since our incorporation.  It's 

against this backdrop, 30,000+ freelancer engagements in a single year, and 

the post-COVID economic recovery that we release the 2022 Freelancer 

Rates Report. 

Foreword
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Freelancer industries measured by contract length and average day rate

Synopsis

2021 saw an average increase in day rates of around  from the previous year, 

with freelancers earning on average  The average project length 

across all work disciplines was  



This varies significantly across the disciplines with the highest earning freelancer 

fields being Market Research (£512 average per day), Strategy (£492) and Data 

(£486). In terms of project lengths, the longest average was for those working 

within the Data category, with hirers booking freelancers for just under four 

months (76 working days).



In this report, we will show day rates across 

, introducing Photography in this year’s report, highlighting the most 

common day rate ranges, the overall averages and include minimum and maximum 

rates in each field. Each category is then followed by data regarding project 

lengths for that discipline.

+5%

£368 per day.

48 working days (9+ weeks).

16 disciplines on the YunoJuno 

platform

£140

£280

£420

£560
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Average day rate and contract length

Average contract length


The average project length amongst freelancers from the 30,000+ bookings in 

2021 was  

Similar to day rates on YunoJuno, the top 10% of contracts also enjoyed a 

significant increase from the norm. Project tenure amongst all disciplines for this 

cohort in 2021 was 

48 working days.



136 working days.

average length (working days)

top 10% of contracts (working days) 136

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120 120 140 Days

Average day rate


From 30,000+ bookings, across all disciplines, experience levels and contract 

lengths, the average day rate in 2021 was 

Being in the top 10% in 2021 varies significantly, depending on the discipline, 

however, the average as an accumulation of all disciplines was at least 

£368 per day.



£710 per 

day.

average day rate

top 10% of contracts £710

£0 £100 £200 £300 £400 £500 £600 £700 £800 £900 £1000 Rate
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Methodology

Data

The data from this report is drawn from 80,000+ bookings made on the 

YunoJuno platform from the full calendar years from 2019 – 2021.



Note: Bookings consist of full time, day rate bookings. Whilst YunoJuno also 

caters for part-time and non-time-based bookings, these have not been included 

in this report in order for the data to preserve consistency across all disciplines. 



All freelancer’s comments and quotes are from active participants within the 

YunoJuno network.



Glossary

Year on year growth: Calculated the yearly growth from 2019 -2021.



Average day rates: Calculated by compounding roles relevant to each industry 

and calculating the average rate charged.



Average contract booking length: Calculated by compounding roles relevant to 

each industry and measuring the average length of each successful booking.



Volatility calculator: Volatility was measured by calculating the standard deviation 

of month-on-month bookings made across 2021.
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One of the best things about freelancing is the day rate. If you 

balance it out, company perks, a pension, sick and holiday pay 

are wonderful things to have, however a higher day rate feels 

great. If you can sort your own pension and manage not to be ill 

that often - the freelance life edges it. I also think salary 

increases are so much easier to negotiate, as a full-timer some 

of these conversations were arduous, laid out over months, 

with promises for the next financial year. Things happen 

quicker as a freelancer.

Andy Larkin

Lead UX & UI Designer


2021 Freelance Awards Winner: UX

Years working freelance: 20 years



The Details



Client Services

Average day rate year on year

Typical roles within this category on the YunoJuno platform: 


Account Director, Business Director, Account Manager, Client Services Director, Group Account Director and 

Senior Account Manager.

Day rate

The average salary for freelancers working within client services   since 2019, 

reaching an  in 2021.



The minimum day rate received in 2021 was £200 whilst the maximum was £600 per day. 

increased by 9%

average day rate of £340

+9%

increase in


average day rate 

since 2019

Minimum to maximum agreed day rate
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97%
Increase in bookings 
throughout month of April

30%
volatility measured 
across 2021

97% increase in April

58

£340

Average 


Contract Length

(working days)

Average day rate

“I usually have the same rate per hour which I multiply by 8 or 10, depending on 
how many hours a day I am required to work. I have not reviewed my rates in 
the last two years.”

Rafael Pomadere

Project Manager & Content Production Manager


2021 Freelance Awards Finalist: Client Services

Years working freelance: 6 years

Client Services

Contract length

The average contract length was the third longest

above average increase of +97% with booking requests

 across the array of industries analysed 

indicating the importance of relationship building and stability within the field of client services.



All industries experienced an increase in bookings during the month of April but client services 

saw an  peaking again in September.

10
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Creatives

Typical roles within this category on the YunoJuno platform: 


Art Director, Creative Director, Copywriter and Creative Strategist.

Day rate

The average salary for freelancers working within the creative industry was £377, experiencing 

the lowest day rate increases since 2019.



Pressure on the creative industry due to the covid-19 pandemic led to a decrease in freelancer 

day rates in 2020 with rates recovering in 2021.



The minimum day rate received in 2021 was £200 whilst the maximum was £613 per day.



Average day rate year on year

+2%

increase in


average day rate 

since 2019

Minimum to maximum agreed day rate
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Contract length

The average contract length for freelancers within the creative industry was amongst the 

shortest; 15 days. This highlights the fast turn-around of projects within the sector.



The creative industry saw consistent demand for freelancers across the year. 

, with smaller peaks in demand occurring in June and November. 

Demand increased 

by 51% above average in April

51%
Increase in bookings 
throughout month of April

20%
volatility measured 
across 2021

51% increase in April

15

£377

Average 


Contract Length

(working days)

Average day rate

“Freelancing gives me the opportunity to make work fit around my life, 
not the other way round.”

Alex Cooper

Senior Creative Copywriter


2021 Freelance Awards Winner: Creative

Years working freelance: 4 years

Creatives
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My day rates differ mostly based on the type of work I'm doing. 

For example, 2D visualisations are charged differently than 3D 

work.



As I improved as an artist and became more business-savvy, 

I've started making more intelligent decisions regarding this. 

Over the past 2 years I've reassessed my rates around the start 

of every new business year. Since the dreaded electric bills, 

inflation and other living costs are once again threatening to 

increase, I will definitely have to adjust my rates as well.

Laine Kocane

3D Generalist and 2D Visualizer


2021 Freelance Awards Winner: Film & Motion

Years working freelance: 4 years



Data

Average day rate year on year

+31%

increase in


average day rate 

since 2019

Minimum to maximum agreed day rate

Typical roles within this category on the YunoJuno platform: 


Business Analyst, Data Scientist, BI Analyst, Insight Analyst, Data Engineer and Data Architect.

Day rate

The average rate for freelancers within data and analytics was amongst the highest across our 

industry landscape. 

The  with overall rates increasing even during 2020 

despite the uncertainties of the pandemic. The increase indicates the industry is experiencing 

high growth and demand. 



The  and the  suggesting companies 

were hiring data analysts across all levels.


The average freelancer in data earned £486 in 2021.



average day rate increased by 31% since 2019

maximum day rate agreed was £750 minimum was £250
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Contract length

Not only was the average day rate above average but so was the average contract length. 

 but also saw consistent peaks throughout the year. This 

suggests that there is a consistent demand for data analysts across the year. 

The 

average contract length was 76 days.



Bookings increased by 155% in April

155%
Increase in bookings 
throughout month of April

50%
volatility measured 
across 2021

155% increase in April

76

£486

Average 


Contract Length

(working days)

Average day rate

“Transparency and open conversations with peers are so important to 
better understand the industry and the value you bring to each brief”

Pamela Capone


Senior Data & Insights Strategist


Years working freelance: 4 years 

Data
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Designers

Typical roles within this category on the YunoJuno platform: 


3D Designer, Branding Designer, Artworker, Digital Designer, Graphic Designer, Illustrator, Presentation Designer, 

Storyboard Artist, UI Designer and Visualiser.

Day rate

The average day rate for designers hired on Yunojuno was £336.



 with no decrease in rates experienced during the 

uncertainty that 2020 brought.



whilst the minimum was £290.




Day rates increased by 8% since 2019

The maximum rate charged was £500 

Average day rate year on year

+8%

increase in


average day rate 

since 2019

Minimum to maximum agreed day rate
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Contract length

The average day rate was £336 with the average contract length being on the lower end at an 

average of 16 days.



The short contract length shows that the sector has tight turnarounds. Demand for designers 

was consistent throughout 2021.

34%
Increase in bookings 
throughout month of April

20%
volatility measured 
across 2021

34% increase in April

16

£336

Average 


Contract Length

(working days)

Average day rate

“My busiest time is the colder months of the year but that’s usually 
through choice! Being freelance has given me the opportunity to travel 
during the summer months and take breaks longer than 2 weeks.”

Matt Sewell


Lead Product & UI Designer


2021 Freelance Awards Winner: Design


Years working freelance: 10 years

Designers
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My three favourite benefits of being freelance have to be:



1. Freedom to work anywhere: Having the flexibility to be able to 

work anywhere in the world.  



2. No commuting: When I used to live in the UK I used to 

commute up to two hours per day. Since moving to Spain and 

working remotely, commuting is now a thing of the past.



3. Work-Life balance. Freelancing has given me that perfect 

balance between career and personal life goals.

Mary Hughes

Digital Design & Email Developer


2021 Freelance Awards Winner: Developer

Years working freelance: 9 years



Developers

Typical roles within this category on the YunoJuno platform: 


Back-end Developer, Front-end Developer, Games Developer, Solution Architect, CMS Developer, Email 

Developer, Full-stack Developer, Mobile App Developer, WordPress Developer and JavaScript Developer.

Day rate

The average day rate charged for a developer was £417.

maximum day rate charged was £700 per day

 This was 8% above the average day rate 

in 2019. 



The  whilst the minimum was £200. This suggests 

that there are an array of opportunities for junior and senior developers.



Minimum to maximum agreed day rate

+8%

increase in


average day rate 

since 2019

Average day rate year on year
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Contract length

Bookings increased by 104% in April

43 days

 which is an increase that was experienced across industries 

likely driven by replenished budgets following the beginning of a new tax year.



The average contract for developers was .

104%
Increase in bookings 
throughout month of April

30%
volatility measured 
across 2021

104% increase in April 43

£417

Average 


Contract Length

(working days)

Average day rate
(GBP)

“After 9 years as a freelancer I have built up my own portfolio of clients 
and I make sure I do a yearly review on my day rate. The past couple of 
years I have increased them according to the market rates.”

Mary Hughes


Digital Design & Email Developer


2021 Freelance Awards Winner: Developer


Years working freelance: 9 years 

Developers
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Film & Motion

Typical roles within this category on the YunoJuno platform: 


3D Designer, Motion Graphics, Videography, Animation and Video Editing.

Day rate

The average day rate for a freelancer working in film and motion was

Despite industry uncertainty during the covid-19 pandemic rates still increased for freelancers 

within this industry. 



The and the minimum was £250 indicating that this is 

an industry where companies look to hire across all levels of seniority. 



 £370; this was 6% more 

than the average in 2019.



maximum rate charged per day was £650 

Minimum to maximum agreed day rate

Average day rate year on year

+6%

increase in


average day rate 

since 2019
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Contract length

Booking frequency across this industry presented low volatility with consistent requests for 

freelancers across the year. 



Although bookings were consistent, 

. Film and motion professionals should be prepared for consistent but 

fast turn-around projects. 

the average contract length was the shortest within the 

industry landscape - 9 days

21%
Increase in bookings 
throughout month of April

20%
volatility measured 
across 2021

21% increase in April

9

£370

Average 


Contract Length

(working days)

Average day rate
(GBP)

“My most favorite thing about being a freelancer is the control I have 
over the work that I do and don't do. The business and finances side of it 
is great too because it has taught me to be more calculating and 
responsible.”

Laine Kocane


3D Generalist & 2D Visualizer


2021 Freelance Awards Winner: Film & Motion


Years working freelance: 4 years

Film & Motion
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To keep myself motivated, I make sure that I am doing work for 

companies that value my services. There’s nothing so 

demotivating than feeling like you’re not valued. Then it’s also 

about having time away so you feel like you have time to 

breathe, not that you’re burning yourself out. 

Alex Cooper

Senior Creative Copywriter


2021 Freelance Awards Winner: Creative

Years working freelance: 4 years



Market Research

Typical roles within this category on the YunoJuno platform: 


Insights Analyst, Market Research Analyst, Market Research Interviewer, Marketing Data Analyst, Product 

Research Analyst and Qualitative Research Assistant 

Day rate

Market researchers charged an average of  

. However, freelancers in this industry charged 8% more in 2020. 



The increased charge per day in 2020 suggests that this industry was considered highly valuable 

during the uncertainty of the global crisis brought on by Covid-19.



The  and the 

minimum was amongst the lowest; this indicates that companies are hiring across different levels 

of seniority. 



 £512 per day in 2021 which was a +1% increase since 

2019

maximum rate charged was the highest amongst the industries analysed at £1,479

Minimum to maximum agreed day rate

Average day rate year on year

+1%

increase in


average day rate 

since 2019
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Contract length

The industry was volatile with a 

. 



The average day rate was the highest amongst the industries analysed and the contract length 

was decent with the . 

steep increase in bookings in April and then September and 

December

average contract lasting 28 days

96%
Increase in bookings 
throughout month of April

30%
volatility measured 
across 2021

96% increase in April
28

£512

Average 


Contract Length

(working days)

Average day rate
(GBP)

“I haven't increased my rates in the past 2 years. On occasions I have 
lowered my rate because of long-term contracts or because I want to 
work with a particular client.”

Katie Roberts


Qualitative Researcher


2021 Freelance Awards Winner: Market Research


Years working freelance: 15 years

Market Research
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Marketing

Typical roles within this category on the YunoJuno platform: 


Digital Marketing Consultant, Digital Marketing Specialist, Marketing Consultant, Paid Specialist, SEO Specialist, 

Senior Marketing Consultant and Performance Marketing Specialist. 

Day rate

Freelancer day rates in the 

. Decreasing from an average of £353 per day to £318 per day.



The  and 

the lowest charged, £120 per day, was the lowest amongst the industry landscape analysed.



The low average suggests that companies are looking to hire marketers on mostly a junior level.

marketing discipline experienced the biggest year on year decrease 

since 2019

maximum charged by freelancers per day, however, was amongst the highest at £770

Minimum to maximum agreed day rate

Average day rate year on year

-10%

decrease in


average day rate 

since 2019
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Contract length

Marketing freelancers saw the biggest peak in demand in April with the industry showing high 

volatility with inconsistent bookings throughout the year. 

Companies preferred hiring for long term contracts with the average marketing contract lasting 

 which is well above the industry average. 

Demand for marketers grew by 164% in 

April.



60 days

164%
Increase in bookings 
throughout month of April

50%
volatility measured 
across 2021

164% increase in April

60

£318

Average 


Contract Length

(working days)

Average day rate
(GBP)

“If something doesn't take as much time as originally anticipated I will be 
open about it and it will be reflected in the time I invoice for. Healthy 
communication and trust is really important.”

Rach McNulty


Senior Paid Social & Digital Marketing Specialist


2021 Freelance Awards Finalist: Marketing


Years working freelance: 6 years

Marketing
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Due to inflation rates and the cost of living, I've had to increase 

both my daily and hourly rate. I live in Liverpool, but often have to 

travel to London because that's where the majority of my clients 

are. I have to ensure that I can accommodate rising train fares, 

food costs, hotel costs, etc. The cost of living crisis is going to 

have a huge knock on effect on freelancers and our rates.

Christina McDermott

Social Media Director


2021 Freelance Awards Winner: Social Media

Years working freelance: 5 years



Photography

Typical roles within this category on the YunoJuno platform: 


Photo Editor, Experiential Photographer and Event Photographer 

Day rate

Photography freelance day rates experienced an which could be driven 

by professionals lowering their rates to align with lower industry budgets following the 

uncertainty of covid-19. 



The range between minimum and maximum day rate charged was large which signifies that a 

specific expertise could command a significantly higher day rate. 

average decrease of 7% 

Minimum to maximum agreed day rate

Average day rate year on year

-7%

decrease in


average day rate 

since 2019
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Contract length

The photography industry experienced a large increase in demand throughout the warmer 

months driven by the events season.



The average contract length was amongst the shortest within the landscape analysed at only 

; this reflects the event-based nature of the industry.

10 

days

143%
Increase in bookings 
throughout month of April

50%
volatility measured 
across 2021

143% increase in April 10

£362

Average 


Contract Length

(working days)

Average day rate
(GBP)

“I think variety is what keeps me enthused about what I do and the fact 
that freelancing gives me the opportunity to make work fit around my 
life, not the other way round.”

Alex Cooper


Senior Creative Copywriter


2021 Freelance Awards Winner: Creative


Years working freelance: 4 years

Photography

30



PR

Typical roles within this category on the YunoJuno platform: 


Brand Ambassador, Content Manager, Content Strategist, Director of Public Relations, Editor, Executive 

Assistant, Event Manager, PR Manager, PR Director, PR Specialist and Relationship Manager.

Day rate

Freelancer day rates within PR saw a .



The average day rate for a freelancer working in PR was 

 whilst the minimum was £190.

decrease of 11% since 2019

£326 in 2021. The maximum day rate 

charged was £600

Minimum to maximum agreed day rate

£326

Average day rate year on year

-11%

decrease in


average day rate 

since 2019
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Contract length

The average contract length was amongst the highest in the industry landscape analysed. On 

average freelancers were  which indicated the importance of long-term 

relationship building within the PR industry.



Bookings peaked in April much like across the other industries, but PR freelancers could expect 

work consistently throughout the year. 

booked for 56 days

165%
Increase in bookings 
throughout month of April

50%
volatility measured 
across 2021

165% increase in April

56

£326

Average 


Contract Length

(working days)

Average day rate
(GBP)

“I have a flat scale of fees, but adjust according to how many days 
required and the size of client. My fees are based on what I feel my 
services are worth in the current market.”

Vanessa Munnings


Senior PR Consultant


2021 Freelance Awards Winner: PR


Years working freelance: 4 years

PR
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My favourite benefits of being freelance are:



1) Variety of work;



2) Working from home;



3) Not knowing what's going to come your way next. 



I also enjoy being able to work with former colleagues who are 

now in different roles - it's nice to have that connection and 

common ground, especially after we've all felt isolated over the 

last 2 years and still rarely get to do face-to-face field work.

Katie Roberts

Qualitative Researcher


2021 Freelance Awards Winner: Market Research

Years working freelance: 15 years



Project Management

Typical roles within this category on the YunoJuno platform: 


Producer, Programme Manager, Project Manager, Traffic Manager, Product Manager, Project Director and 

Resource Manager.


Day rate

The average day rate for project managers was  with rates experiencing an 

. 



This is  highlighting the 

demand for project management. 



The minimum day rate charged was £210 and the maximum was £800. The high maximum day rate 

suggests that experience and specific industry expertise can demand a significantly higher rate. 


£382 increase of +19% 

since 2019

one of the largest increases in day rates across the freelance economy

Minimum to maximum agreed day rate

£382

Average day rate year on year

+19%

increase in


average day rate 

since 2019
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Contract length

Demand in project management saw an  however bookings 

were consistent throughout the year.



The average contract length in this industry was above average with a duration of .



Despite the possibility to charge more for specific projects, lower prices were more attractive to 

companies hiring for long term contracts.

increase of 122% in bookings in April

51 days

122%
Increase in bookings 
throughout month of April

40%
volatility measured 
across 2021

122% increase in April 51

£382

Average 


Contract Length

(working days)

Average day rate
(GBP)

“Since the implementation of IR35, I have noticed I am working on shorter 
contracts. The busiest time of the year for me is in October / November, with the 
lead up to Christmas, as well as the Summer months. This changed slightly 
during COVID, however, I have generally never been out of work.”

LA Dela Pena


Senior Project Manager


2021 Freelance Awards Winner: Project Management


Years working freelance: 15 years

Project Management
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QA/Testing

Typical roles within this category on the YunoJuno platform: 


Automation Engineer, Quality Analyst, Test Automation Developer, Testing Analyst, Director of Test, Test 

Architect, Test Engineer and Test Manager.


Day rate

The average day rate for freelancers in QA testing was .



In 2020 the average day rate dipped slightly before peaking in 2021.



The  indicating that field expertise is highly valued within the 

industry.


£425. A 25% increase since 2019

highest day rate paid was £850

Minimum to maximum agreed day rate

£425

Average day rate year on year

+25%

increase in


average day rate 

since 2019
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Contract length

QA testing saw a ; this is far above the average across 

industries.



Booking demand also increased from August to November. 



The average contract length was  which was above average indicating that there is a high 

demand for long term projects within this field.

203% increase in bookings in April

49 days

203%
Increase in bookings 
throughout month of April

70%
volatility measured 
across 2021

203% increase in April

49

£425

Average 


Contract Length

(working days)

Average day rate
(GBP)

“The busiest time of year for me would be the summer months when all of the 
permanent staff are taking their holidays. ”

Michael Odibo


Remote QA Tester


2021 Freelance Awards Winner: QA/Testing


Years working freelance: 15 years

QA/Testing
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The size of a business and complexity of a project can definitely 

influence my rate. But that's usually reflected in the time the client 

receives from me rather than my day rate - for instance with a 

start-up, it will be crucial to understand what success would look 

like to them / their key constraints so that we can prioritise and 

phase certain solutions in to keep things budget friendly.

Rach McNulty

Senior Paid Social & Digital Marketing Specialist


2021 Freelance Awards Finalist: Marketing

Years working freelance: 6 years



Social Media

Typical roles within this category on the YunoJuno platform: 


Community Manager, Content Writer, Social Media Manager, Content Strategist and Social Media Analyst.

Day rate

The average day rate for a freelancer in social media was . This was an 

.



The  but the average rate was much lower at £307 

suggesting that the industry prefers to hire more junior social media experts but that there is still a 

market for top level expertise.

£307 8% decrease in 

average day rates since 2019

highest rate charged was £1,120 per day

Minimum to maximum agreed day rate

£307

Average day rate year on year

-8%

decrease in


average day rate 

since 2019

39



Contract length

The average contract length was  as companies preferred to hire for longer term at the 

average day rate.



 with the industry experiencing further peaks in demand in 

August and November.

43 days

Bookings increased by 156% in April

156%
Increase in bookings 
throughout month of April

50%
volatility measured 
across 2021

156% increase in April 43

£307

Average 


Contract Length

(working days)

Average day rate
(GBP)

“I have a set day rate and hourly rate which I use as a guide when pitching for 
work. However, other factors such as the length of the contract, the seniority of 
the role, the size of the organisation and whether the project is within IR35 or 
not, will all impact how much I quote. ”

Christina McDermott


Social Media Director


2021 Freelance Awards Winner: Social Media


Years working freelance: 5 years

Social Media
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Strategy

Typical roles within this category on the YunoJuno platform: 


Brand Strategist, Content Strategist, Business Analyst, Planner and Creative Strategist.

Day rate

The average day rate charged for a freelancer in strategy was 

The decrease could suggest that freelancers lowered their rates because of industry uncertainty. 

£492 which was a 6% decrease since 

2019.



Minimum to maximum agreed day rate

Average day rate year on year

-6%

decrease in


average day rate 

since 2019
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Contract length

Bookings  but overall, there was decent demand for freelance 

strategists over the year with demand also peaking in July and November. 



The average contract length was  suggesting strategists are hired on a project-to-project 

basis. The average day rate is higher than the average across the industries which indicates the 

importance of expertise within this field.

increased by 90% in April

37 days

90%
Increase in bookings 
throughout month of April

30%
volatility measured 
across 2021

90% increase in April

37

£492

Average 


Contract Length

(working days)

Average day rate
(GBP)

“I adapt my day rate to the Agency size, the Client (start-up Vs. Multinational), 
Inside or outside IR35, UK based or Abroad. I have often found  Agencies have a 
defined budget so it’s a matter of negotiation.”

Joana Veiga


Senior Experience Strategy Director


2021 Freelance Awards Winner: Strategy


Years working freelance: 8 years

Strategy
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My day rate moves with what the market is doing. As the 

market is so buoyant, I don’t feel the need to sell my talents 

short in order to get work anymore. 



My rates are consistent across my clients. I’m more likely to 

decline a job if I feel I’m not the right fit for the project than vary 

my day rate.

Matt Sewell


Lead Product & UI Designer


2021 Freelance Awards Winner: Designer


Years working freelance: 10 years



Studio

Typical roles within this category on the YunoJuno platform: 


Artworker and Re-toucher.

Day rate

The average day rate for freelancers working within the studio field was . This is a  

when compared to 2019.



The  whilst the lowest was £180.

£281 3% increase

maximum rate charged was £500

Minimum to maximum agreed day rate

Average day rate year on year

+3%

increase in


average day rate 

since 2019
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Contract length

Demand for freelancers was consistent throughout the year although it saw a 

. 



The average contract length was 14 days which suggests that projects had a quick turnaround. 

47% increase 

above average in September

47%
Increase in bookings 
throughout month of April

30%
volatility measured 
across 2021

14

£281

Average 


Contract Length

(working days)

Average day rate
(GBP)

“Since the implantation of IR35 I tend to work on longer term projects these 
days. If I had to guess why, I would say that a lot of companies don't like to 
go through the hassle of assessing freelancers regularly, so if they can 
engage you over a longer period of time it's less admin for them.”

Daniel Mills


Senior Print/Digital Artworker & Retoucher


2021 Freelance Awards Finalist: Studio


Years working freelance: 44 years

Studio
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47% increase in April



UX

Typical roles within this category on the YunoJuno platform: 


Information Architect (IA), UI Designer, UX Designer, Service Designer, UX Architect and UX Researcher

Day rate

UX designers earned an average day rate of . This was an  since 

2019.



Rates experienced a brief decrease in 2020 which could have been driven by uncertainty during the 

pandemic.



The  whilst the minimum was £250 indicating that there is a broad 

spectrum of experience within this industry. 

£468 throughout 2021 8% increase

maximum rate charged was £700

Minimum to maximum agreed day rate

Average day rate year on year

+8%

increase in


average day rate 

since 2019
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Contract length

Demand for freelancers was consistent throughout the year, experiencing only a brief drop in 

August; which was likely because of summer holidays.



The average contract length is  indicating that companies preferred to hire for longer term 

projects.

38 days

46%
Increase in bookings 
throughout month of April

30%
volatility measured 
across 2021

38

£468

Average 


Contract Length

(working days)

Average day rate
(GBP)

46% increase in April

“I have a standard rate. I did drop my rate over the first lockdown as I was worried 
about the market but things quickly bounced back and it now seems stronger than 
ever for freelancers.”

Andrew Larkin


Lead UX & UI Designer


2021 Freelance Awards Winner: UX


Years working freelance: 20 years

UX
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Contributors
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Report Design

Koysor Abdul
Web Designer and Developer / 

Webflow Specialist

Book Koysor

Data Analysis

Pamela Capone
Analytics & Strategy 

Consultant

Book Pamela

Editorial

Kat Shepherd
YunoJuno Marketing 

Operations Manager

Report team

Freelancer Contributions

Alex Cooper
Senior Creative 


Copywriter 

Book Alex

Andy Larkin
Lead UX & 


UI Designer


Book Andy

Christina McDermott
Social Media 


Director


Book Christina

Daniel Mills
Senior Print/Digital 


Artworker & Retoucher


Book Daniel

Joana Veiga	
Senior Experience 


Strategy Director


Book Joana

Katie Roberts
Qualitative 


Researcher

Book Katie

LA Dela Pena
Senior Project 


Manager

Book LA

Laine Kocane
3D Generalist 


& 2D Visualizer

Book Laine

Mary Hughes
Digital Design 


& Email Developer

Book Mary

Matt Sewell
Lead Product & 


UI Designer

Book Matt

Michael Odibo
Remote 


QA Tester

Book Michael

Pamela Capone
Senior Data & Insights 

Strategist

Book Pamela

Rach McNulty
Senior Paid Social & Digital 

Marketing Specialist


Book Rach

Rafael Pomadere
Project Manager & Content 

Production Manager


Book Rafael

Vanessa Munnings
Senior PR 


Consultant


Book Vanessa

https://app.yunojuno.com/p/akoysor/
https://app.yunojuno.com/p/pamela-capone/
https://app.yunojuno.com/p/alex-p-cooper/
https://app.yunojuno.com/p/andy-larkin/
https://app.yunojuno.com/p/christina-mcdermott/
https://app.yunojuno.com/p/daniel-mills/
https://app.yunojuno.com/p/jo_veiga/
https://app.yunojuno.com/p/katie-roberts-1/
https://app.yunojuno.com/p/lesley-anne-dela-pena/
https://app.yunojuno.com/p/laine-k/
https://app.yunojuno.com/p/mary-hughes/
https://app.yunojuno.com/p/matt-sewell/
https://app.yunojuno.com/p/michael-odibo/
https://app.yunojuno.com/p/pamela-capone/
https://app.yunojuno.com/p/rach-mcnulty-1/
https://app.yunojuno.com/p/rafael-pomadere/
https://app.yunojuno.com/p/vanessa-2i3igw/
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70,000+

Elite freelancers

12000+

Clients

98%

Positive booking rating

24hr

Average match time

YunoJuno is revolutionising the future of work.

What started out as a curated marketplace of the very best freelance talent has grown into the 

leading platform manage an entire agile workforce. The YunoJuno platform supports the full 

engagement lifecycle, from finding the perfect freelancer for your project, via transparent and 

direct communication, to contract and time management, billing, and analytics - all in place.

If you would like to know more about how YunoJuno can solve your talent needs, get in touch at 

hello@yunojuno.com. Let us help you unlock the true potential of freelance. 

Find and hire the best talent 
across any discipline

Source from a highly curated freelance network with full 
transparency -  from identity checks to right-to-work, 
we make sure you hire with confidence.

Philipa Rabbit

Full Stack Developer

Rare find!

Replies within a day

Senior UK PSC

(24 bookings)

Replies within a day

Supercharge how you manage and 
and pay your agile workforce

With the UK’s leading IR35 solution, all of your freelance 
relationships and recruitment networks can be 
managed in one place, taking your assessments and 
supply chain to the next level.


Visibility and control with 
real-time data

Knowledge is both power and your strategic advantage. 
The YunoJuno platform tools give you insight, control 
and peace of mind - all within an easy-to-use interface.

mailto:hello@yunojuno.com


Unlock the true potential 
of freelance.




yunojuno.com
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