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Subject: Grade 12 Biology 
Term: 1  
Week: 8   Lesson Number: 27B 
Unit: 12.2 Population 
Topic: 12.2.3 Human population growth in Papua New Guinea  
Sub-topic: Population distribution (Save Buk 12 Biology. Pg.161-162)  

 
Introduction: 
This lesson is made up of lesson resource/ notes and practice exercise. 
 
Instruction:  
Follow the steps given below and work through the lesson. 
Step 1: Copy the Header into your exercise book. Make sure that your Handwriting is neat and 

legible. 
Step 2: Read the lesson resource and copy or make summary notes in your exercise book.   
Step 3: Complete thePractice Exercise.  
Step 4: After you have completed the practice exercise, revise your work.  (I will be checking your 

Exercise Book when you return to School).  
 
Lesson Resource/ Notes: 
Read through your lesson resource/ notes and make summary notes and cut and paste diagrams 
or draw them into your exercise book. 

Rural and Urban Population distribution 

Of the total population, 686 301 
(13%) are located in urban 
areas, notably Port Moresby 
(254 000), Lae (78 700), Mount 
Hagen (28 500), Madang (27 
900), Wewak (20 250) and a 
number of much smaller towns 
and administrative centres.  
There are 73 urban areas, 40 or 
which have populations of more 
than 1000 people.  A further 311 
924 (6%) live in settlements that 
are classified as ‘rural non-
village’ census units.  These are 
boarding schools, mission 
stations, sawmills, logging 
camps and similar settlements 
located in rural areas, but which 
are not villages.  The rural village 
population is 4 192 561 (81%). 
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Practice Exercise 27B: 
Write the questions first and then your answer in complete sentences. Watch the correct spelling 
of terms and appropriate calculations where required. 
 
1. In a paragraph, explain the population distribution of rural and urban areas according to the 
2000 census and predict the distribution of the current PNG population.  
You can start your answer like this: In the 2000 national census the population distribution in rural 
and urban areas was…………and ………….  My prediction of the current population in rural and 
urban areas is…………  This is because……………. 
 
 
You should be able to develop understanding of Papua New Guinea’s population data to 
make predictions on current population trends. 


