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Farnham is a beautiful and historic town in a green 
and spacious setting. Over the years it has witnessed 
much development but has managed to retain the dis-
tinctiveness of its individual areas, of which its resi-
dents are very proud. The town is now entering a time 
of great challenge. There is pressure to develop and 
it will be essential to integrate any new development 
with the existing architecture throughout the town.     
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Each year, as part of the Farnham Heritage weekend celebrations, the Blower Foun-
dation has presented an exhibition at Farnham Maltings, illustrating a different theme 
or aspect of the town’s architectural heritage. Previous  years’ exhibitions include: The 
Herald’s Environmental Viewpoint series, Castle Street, Michael Blower’s Sketch Books, 
The Lanes and Courtyards of Farnham and New Uses for Old Buildings.

 
This year, as part of the Town Council’s work, the exhibition seeks to identify and illus-
trate Farnham’s Buildings of Local Merit; including buildings already listed as ‘Build-
ings of Local Merit’ and suggests further proposals for selection and inclusion in the 
final list. Buildings of Local Merit are regarded as Grade III listed.

The criteria for listing these buildings are similar to those used for national statutory list-
ing, but allow for local rather than national importance. This includes

the following categories:

- Older buildings, pre-1700 and up to 1840, that may have been altered or extended, 
but  retain the essential form and characteristics of their period.
 
- Buildings constructed between 1840 and 1914, which retain some quality and char-
acter. Selection should include the modest work of principal architects and the principal 
work of modest architects and other buildings of quality, which display particular local 
features or materials.

- Buildings  post-1914 to the present day that pertain a defined quality.

- Buildings of special value within their type, which display technological innova-
tion, form part of a significant group, serve as an important landmark or are associated 
with a well-known character or event.

Whilst this exhibition takes a look at a vast majority of Locally Listed buildings in Farn-
ham, as well as suggesting a few we believe could be in the future, this is in no way a 
definitive list. Documenting, understanding and enjoying our architectural heritage is 
an ongoing project that is constantly evolving with new builds, new uses and changes in 
attitudes. If you believe there to be a building worthy of such status as provided to the 
Locally Listed buildings, we urge you to contact your local council, thank you.

This book is dedicated to Michael Blower, my grandfather, whose unerring effort to celebrate, 
document and improve Farnham’s architectural heritage represent qualities that I one day hope to 
emulate.His paintings, detailed archiving and knowledgeable understanding about the town have 

made creating this exhibition a pleasurable experience to be part of.

A special thanks also goes to Roger Steel and the Farnham Council for helping bring such success 
to the exhibition. 
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Enclosed by two major features of Farnham, the 
river Wey and the A31, Area 1 is an example of the 
eclectic mix of buildings which are used both resi-
dentially and for the community.

Abbey Street was originally the route used by Monks 
who were walking into central Farnham from the 
monastery in Waverley Abbey. The road later devel-
oped into the leading route from the south, being an 
essential means of travel for grains to be delivered 
into Farnham from the mills along the river.

Many of the surrounding buildings, such as the 
Farnham Maltings, are already Grade I and II list-
ed. However, The Lamb pub and the cottages 45-53, 
both on Abbey Street, are among the Locally Listed 
buildings of Farnham.

No. 45-53 are locally listed 
and individually enhanced 
with colour-washed walls 
and brightly painted front 
doors. The dark coloured 
brick paviors add architec-
tural quality to the street’s 
character. 

Although parts of The Lamb PH 
were rebuilt in 1928, the rem-
nants of the 18th century build-
ing are still evident, such as the 
original timber interior beams, 
sash window frames and the 
strongly modelled projecting 
timber cornice. 

The Lamb pub, photographed in 1990

The Lamb pub, photographed in 2011

Sketch of Abbey Street backgardens, MIchael Blower 1974

Nos. 45-53 Abbey Street, October 1991

2
Gostrey Meadow is home to 
two small Buildings of Merit; 
the Drinking Fountain and 
Pavilion, both designed by lo-
cal Farnham architect Harold 
Falkner. Gostrey Meadow was 
purchased in 1909 by the Farn-
ham Urban District Council 
with Falkner also helping with 
the layout of the park, financed 
primarily by Charles Borelli. 
Gostrey Meadow continues to 
provide a welcome open green 
space within the town centre.

Below - 19 - 31 (odd) on Victoria Road are an interesting example of 19th 

century terraced housing within the centre of Farnham. 

Sketch of Falkner Fountain, Michael Blower

gostrey meadow
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Farnham Herald Enviromental Viewpoint article

2gostrey meadow

Watercolour of Gostrey Meadow by Michael Blower
The Co-op site after demolition, January 1990

The Co-operative, photographed 1989 

Demolition of Owen House begins, November 1989

Gostrey House
One of the more modern buildings within the exhibition is Gostrey House, a 
post-modernist development situated opposite Farnham Police Station. The 
original site comprised of Owen House and an attached single storey building 
owned by the Cooperative Society. In 1989 the site was sold and developed 
as offices and Gostrey House was opened in 1991. The building is comprised 
of 15,500 sq. ft. office space with a basement level for 56 car park spaces.

Like many Post-Modernist buildings of its era, Gostrey House has divided 
opinion with many of its critics preferring the 
Georgian style that dominates most of Farn-
ham’s town centre. However, this building 
does hold gravitas from its position within 
one of the town’s many thoroughfares and 
is instantly recognisable by many. Gostrey 
House is a rare example of Post-Modernist 
architecture within the area and should be 
celebrated as such.

Gostrey House is not currently a Locally 
Listed Building but we are keen to hear your 
opinion on whether this, or any other more 
modern building in Farnham, deserves to be 
added to the list.

Sketch of Owen House from Union Road by Micahel Blower, 5th September 1989

2
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The complex’s west side was built intentionally low to ensure the view of the Castle was 
not obstructed from the south approach to the town centre.

Gostrey House 2 3East Street
Various developments surrounding East Street have dramatically changed the 
landscape since these buildings were first built. Fortunately No. 25, below, 
has managed to remain relatively unmarred from such projects. The right side 
of this two storey commercial premise has a rendered front above a modern 
brick, with the left return along the left hand bay having a tile hung gable end 
towards the main range. Despite the changes that have affected the area, East 
Street is lined with a number of Locally Listed buildings. 

Above- 19, 20 & 21 East Street photographed in June 1991 and again in 2014
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No. 13 East Street has an attractive red brick 
façade with rendered quoins and parapet.

The No. 4 Royal Deer building, formerly a public house, was originally 
built in the late 19th Century but then reconstructed and refaced in 1930 
in the neo-Georgian style. The large ground floor windows are flanked by 
pilasters on plinths with entablatures above.  

East Street 3

Above - aerial photograph of Farnham, illustrating major changes in the East Street area.(circa late 1960s) 

3

Aerial photograph of South Street, 1979

South Street

The Waverley Borough Council Offices were built in 1901 by Paxton Watson 
in the neo-Georgian style. One notable feature of the Council Office building 
is the central lantern on the roof’s ridge, with its copper base, rendered niches 
and four columns supporting a round cupola with a weather vane on top. 

The image left shows the semi-circular projecting column entrance under a 
half-domed, copper clad, hood. 

Just off South Street stands the impressive Falkner Arch, below, designed by 
local Farnham architect Harold Falkner, to echo the classic style of the adja-
cent Farnham Liberal Club, by renowned architect Sir Edwin Lutyens. Arts 
and Crafts style lettering over the windows of the arch, commemorating the 
jubilee, is believed to have been done by Falkner himself.

Falkner Arch, 1992
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Left – A statue in the garden by local artist Jane Jones, depicting a young boy shivering on the 
edge of a pool, commemorates the site’s previous use as a swimming bath.

Sketch of vacant bath site, Michael Blower

3South Street
The arch was once 
used as the entrance 
to Farnham’s first 
open-air swimming 
baths which was a 
very popular amen-
ity during the sum-
mer months until the 
1980s, when Waver-
ley Borough Council 
built Farnham Sports 
Centre with its two 
indoor pools. 

The site has since been redeveloped as the Victoria Gardens, a peaceful 
oasis in the middle of a busy town.  

4

No. 13 South Street, Farnham Central Club, was built in 1891 by architect Paxton Wat-
son. The building has projecting gables over canted bays on brackets with painted 
barge-boards and tie beams with decorative plasterwork murals of busts all painted 
in blue and white. The building, originally known as The Working Men’s Institute, 
was partly erected with proceeds from Queen Victoria’s Jubilee Memorial Fund in 
1887.

Drawing of 13 South Street, Michael Blower 

the borough
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Nos. 47, 48 and 49 are the only buildings within 
The Borough to be Locally Listed. Boots has been 
a long standing tenant of the building. 

Photograph taken in October 1990.

A view of South Street in the late 19 hundreds when it was being developed with a 
wide range of different building types

4the borough 5downing Street

Photographic montage of Downing Street, taken in 1991.

The majority of buildings which line 
Downing Street are Grade I, II or Lo-
cally Listed. Here is a selection of 
those locally listed buildings with 
photographs dating from 1991- 2014.
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Aerial view of Upper Church Lane and St. Andrews Church. tower

5upper church lane

Just off Downing Street lies No. 4 Upper Church Lane, 
an 18th Century building of two storeys with painted 
brick, tiled roof and flanking stacks. There is a modern 
shop front extending out across most of the shop fa-
cade with a flat top, two right angled bays with paint-
ed wood fascia and glazing bars forming square panes 
with brick stall risers. 

To the right hand side sits No. 4 with an attached tiled 
pent roofed forge with further single storey forge range 
made of coursed ironstone and a stable type door 
flanked by large square pane windows under cambered 
heads.

Left - The Forge photographed in 1991 and again in 2014, showing the sensitivity shown in recent 
refurbishment
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West Street is well known for its abundance of Grade I and II listed 
buildings, however, there are also a number of Locally Listed Buildings 
dotted along the street. Area 6 looks at the south side of West Street. 

Top right - flanked on either 
side by Grade II listed build-
ings, No. 37 is a three sto-
rey, two bay building with 
a modern shop front on the 
ground floor. It shares the 
original round headed pas-
sage entrance with No. 36.

Nos. 43 and 45, left, were 
previously part of former St 
Christopher’s School, until 
1992, when they were con-
verted into dwellings.

Nos. 1, 2 and 3 Reliance Cottages 
were built in the 18th Century. 

6mead lane

Bishop’s Mead, above, is an example of reproduction 
timber framed construction with the materials most 
likely salvaged from the original building. 

Below - Nos. 15-19 and 20-25, of Mead Lane comprise two parallel blocks of terraced houses, with the lat-
ter being on a higher level. Both are two storeys with a slate roof. The access way in from of Nos. 20-25 is 
over the yards of the lower block, flying buttresses span between the rear of 15-19 and a retaining wall be-
neath 20-25. These cottages are said to have been built by the former Lion Brewery to house their workers.

Sketch of the gap between the two terraced houses
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Nos. 3 and 4 Mead Lane have a 
recognisable hung slate wall on 
the South West return side.

Aerial photograph of Farnham from the West side

6mead lane 7west street

Area 7 encloses the North West side of West Street up towards Beavers 
Road.

Above left - Just off West Street, within Fenns Yard, are three attached cot-
tages; Nos. 1,2 and 3. Built between the late 18th and early 19th Century, 
these cottages have old plain tiled roofs with a hip at the left-hand end 
with the right end using an adjoining slate roofed range at the rear of No. 
86 West Street. 

Above right - Nos. 66 and 67 West Street were built around the mid-19th 
Century. The building has a slate gable ended roof with an eaves overhang 
to the street with a rendered front. Both dwellings have interesting mould-
ings around the doorways and lower window.

Attached to the Jolly Sailor is No. 65, a slightly older house with two sto-
reys and a cellar. There is a red brick façade and a coursed clunch partly 
rendered on the right return. There is a modern bow window and part 
glazed door with steps.

The Jolly Sailor public house has two canted, three sided, bay windows 
with slate roofs flanking a more modern door in a cambered headed open-
ing with steps leading up to it.

Photo of Nos. 66 & 67, above taken in 2014 and right in 1991

The Jolly Sailor and No. 65 in 1991

The Jolly Sailor, 2014

No. 65, 2014
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Right - A page extract from Michael Blower’s sketch book, 1976, with 
drawings and notes on the garages off Castle Street along Long Gar-
den Walk. The garages, which are part of No. 10 Castle Street, are Lo-
cally Listed. 

No. 6 Lion and Lamb Yard is a shop 
built in the 19th Century with altera-
tions made around the 1980s as part 
of the Lion and Lamb shopping de-
velopment. The three storey build 
has a tiled gabled roof and a distinc-
tive clunch rubble and brick front. 
On the ground floor is a large central 
segmental headed opening which en-
closes the shop fascia, double doors 
and margin lights. 

Photograph of the Lion and Lamb in 1985 before it 
was converted into Laura Ashley

8lion and lamb way 8harts yard

Daniel Hall is situated on the South side of Long Gar-
den Walk. Built in the 18th Century, the long hall has 
two storeys with a half hipped tiled roof and white 
painted rendered front. It stands at roughly eight bays 
long with irregular fenestration and square panels of 
timber framing the NW gable end. 

The images below show the recent renovation under-
taken on Daniel Hall, currently in use as a Scout Hall.

Sketch of the buildings facing Daniel Hall, Michael Blower 1978
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At the north-east end of Factory Yard lies the former 
warehouse or factory range now part of Arundell 
Place. One recognisable feature is the triangular oriel 
window that merges under a slate hood on the first 
floor. 

Sketch of the former warehouse and cotages along The Hart, Michael Blower 1986

Nos. 1-8 Timber Close Path

9Harts Yard
Area 9 covers either side of Castle Street, Long Garden Walk 
and Park Row. The area was developed predominately as 
stables and coach houses for the large homes along Castle 
Street. 

One notable building is undoubtedly The Hop Blossom 
public house, built in the 19th Century; a two storey build-
ing with a distinctive chamfered corner and a slate roof with 
red tile ridges and stacks at the ends. All the walls are ren-
dered and painted with plat bands under the eaves and the 
first floor with rusticated bands at the ground floor. 

Sketch of The Hop Blossom by Michael Blower
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Park Row forms the link between Castle Street and the hous-
es along High Park Road, with the public conveniences hav-
ing now been converted into offices. 

Right - The former warehouse on Park Row, used as offices, 
in an 18th Century building built along the edge of the car-
riageway. There is a large louvered mullioned window on 
the first floor under a timber lintel which was probably used 
as a former warehouse loading hatch. The building is now 
being converted for residential use. 
Left - 3 & 5 Park Row were built between the 18th and 19th 
Century. No. 5 has a much higher and wider frontage with 
a hung tile upper floor, whilst the ground floor is rendered 
with applied timbering on a brick plinth. 

Nos. 3 & 5 Park Row, photographed 1991

Former warehouse on Park Row, photographed 2014

An Enviromental Viewpoint article from the 
Farnham Herald

9Harts Yard 10bear lane
Bear lane houses a small cluster of Locally Listed 
buildings, the largest of which is No. 20 Castle House, 
shown at the bottom. This 19th Century office block 
is made of three storeys, has red bricks walls and a 
hipped slate roof behind a parapet. 

Joined to the side of Castle House are three terraced 
dwellings, Nos. 22, 24 and 26. These red brick hous-
es, with rendered plinths, hold one window bay and 
door each, all with cambered heads. The original sash 
windows are now 2-light square pane casements.

Directly opposite these dwellings are Nos. 32-38 (even), 
built circa 1840, with painted rendered fronts, plat bands 
at the first floor with a plain eaves band. Each doorway has 
a moulded cornice projecting hood supported by moulded 
sadle brackets.
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All sketches by Michael Blower from 1987-1990

10East Street

Above - Nos. 66 and 67 East Street were built in the mid-
19th Century. No. 66 has a rendered front, plain flanking 
pilasters and original glazing bars over windows still in-
tact.

67 has vermiculated quoins to the first floor, the doorway 
supports plain pilasters and moulded cornice on brackets. 

Adjacent to these buildings, photographed below, are Nos. 
68-73 (consecutive). These terraced dwellings were built at 
a similar time as Nos. 66 and 67 and also retain rendered 
painted fronts. All their original sash windows with glaz-
ing bars are intact. Noticeably, No. 72, Ellison House, has 
two plain giant pilasters from the ground eaves height 
with a square headed doorway with pilasters and a semi-
circular fanlight of radiating glazing pattern.

Santon Cottages with their decorative moulded brick 
plat band at first floor level and bracketed projecting 
eaves

Drawing of East Street by Michael Blower
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The Albion, built circa 1820, commands a high posi-
tion within the fork of Guildford and Hale Road. It is 
a two storey building with two linked parallel gable 
ended ranges. Three glazing bar sash windows, each 
three panes wide with cambered heads and keystones, 
look out onto the beer garden below. 

Sketch, by Michael Blower, of the three storey Nurses Home demolished and replaced 
with these new dwellings below

11hale road 11

Park School on Hale Road is an important community building. 
The school was designed in classic Edwardian style like a num-
ber of schools around Farnham, such as Badshot Lea School.

hale road
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The Portland Terrace cottages are situated on the 
Hale Road to the east of Farnham town centre. 
In 1989, The Farnham Trust negotiated a lease 
with the owners for the group of three Victorian 
dwellings at Portland Terrace. Plans to demolish 
the derelict cottages and build an ambulance cen-
tre had been refused because of access to the busy 
Hale Road would have been too dangerous. 

In September 1990 The Farnham Trust began 
to repair the cottages and over the course of 5 
months the cottages were completely restored, 
refurbished and equipped and leased to Waver-
ley Borough Council.

The cottages stand as an example of the impor-
tance of the Trust’s work within Farnham. In un-
dertaking the project, the Trust was able to fulfil 
its stated aim of caring for the smaller buildings 
of Farnham that do not receive protection under 
the provisions of Planning Acts, and of providing 
homes for people in need.

Since these cottages have been refurbished a 
further development has been made along Hale 
Road. This new development, although not cur-
rent Buildings of Local Merit, forms an attractive 
group and should be praised for referencing the 
Portland Cottages they stand beside. The corner 
building also 
uses a slate of 
the same pitch 
whilst turning 
the corner, to 
follow the road. 
We suggest that 
these buildings 
be considered 
as Buildings of 
Local Merit for 
the sensitivity 
in which they 
were managed, 
remaining in 
keeping with 
the Portland 
Terraces. 

Before redevelopment

As it stands today

Durin redevelopment, 1990

11 11

Area 11 also covers The Shep-
herd and Flock Roundabout, an 
island entirely surrounded by a 
fast flowing river of traffic. The 
map, which dates back to 1897, 
shows how Guildford Road and 
Moor Park Lane used to fork left 
and right from Bourne Mill. 

This large brick building along 
Moor Park Lane is an interest-
ing brick house built on the site 
of an old barn, by the architect 
Margary; designer of the Phyl-
lis Tuckwell Hospice. The dis-
tinctive design makes use of 
many rectangular shapes and 
chimneys with the decoration, 
doorways and leaded windows 
all in brick; an ingenious use of 
the material to produce striking 
textural effects. Integral to the 
design is the square parapet and 
the grouped and angled chim-
neys above it. 

shepherd and flock 
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Area 12 covers the land between West Street and the Farnham Bypass.  Whilst 
most of this land is occupied by the water meadows, Red Lion Lane contains 
an impressive number of Locally Listed buildings, with the majority of the 
selected houses being built between the late 18th and early 19th Century.

Once an important route for farmers bringing in goods from Wrecclesham 
and beyond, it was overtaken for this function after the construction of the 
Farnham bypass and today stands as a delightful residential oasis close to the 
town centre.

Above: Nos. 1 & 1A - built in the 19th Century from red brick with fine mortar joints

Painting of Red Lion Lane by Michael Blower, 1987

Above and below: Nos. 85, 87 & 89 - two storey dwellings, each 
with one window bay and a wooden boarded front door. Front of 
clunch with red brick bonding courses, quoins and dressings.

Below: Nos. 17, 17 & 19 - Terrace 
of dwellings with one window bay 
and door to each, tiled gabled roof 
with two stacks and brick dentil 

Above: Nos. 29-35 (odd) Red Lion Lane

13

Situated to the West of Farnham, Dippen-
hall is known as the ‘home territory’ of ar-
chitect Harold Falkner. His family owned 
substantial land here and it is in this rural 
hamlet that he built nine private houses. 
Above is one of his works said to have been 
developed from an old condemned cottage 
and a granary c. 1950. 

The house is an example of classical red 
brick style, the imposing double panelled 
door is flanked by columns with entab-
lature and a cornice. The right hand flank 
wall is built with lint rubble and containing 
buttress. Arguably all of Falkner’s buildings 
within Dippenhall deserve to be added to 
the Local List as they all form the final stage 
of his career, where he experimented with 
new styles and methods, often to the detri-
ment of the building’s structure.

The Garden Wall at Grovers Farm was built by David Gillespie in a typically ‘Falkner’ style

dippenhall

The front door was said to be salvaged from a bank
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Trimmer’s Almhouses of West Street, below, are a symmetrical pair of blocks built in 1893 in a pictur-
esque cottage style. The decorative bands on the steeply pitched tiled roof give the building an enhanced 
look. Gabled wings under tiled hoods at either end look out onto West Street.

The drawing above depicts the Macdonald Almhouses, designed by architect Arthur Stedman in 1905

The ‘Old Barn’ was 
Falkner’s final work 
and was left unfinished 
at his death, leading to 
its rebuilding. The Old 
Barn is a two story cot-
tage with three pairs 
of French doors with 
square panes. The brick-
work is varied in pat-
tern.

13dippenhall 13
Lower Farm House, seen above and left, is 
the site of a former school built in the late 
19th century. Comprising of red brick and 
clunch rubble, the building is now used as 
housing and storage space. It is single storey, 
built in an E-shape plan making up five bays  
between wings. There is value in this build-
ing as part of a group of houses built by Har-
old Falkner.

The stable block to Dippenhall House can be 
seen bottom right. A locally listed building, 
it is split into 3 sections. The principal gabled 
ranges in the centre, a garage set back to the 
right and a lean to on the west side.

dippenhall

Above: the barn at Lower Farm was a former granary.
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The two locally listed buildings in 
area 14, although in Dippenhall, sit 
on Crondall Lane which passes be-
tween Farnham and Crondall.

Right and below: these cottages 
were built in 19th century and are 
all identical with their symmetri-
cal three bay range and tiled half-
hipped roofs. The wings to either 
side are set back from the facade but 
are in identical form to main body 
of the building, adding only further 
to its symmetrical balance.

Halfway House and Old Timbers are both works of Harold Falkner, 
who joined two detached houses to create this roughcast cottage 
style house. He is said to have used the timbers left over from Meads, 
another of his Grade II listed works, during the early 20th century.

crondall lane

Above - the cottages in 1990 and below in 2014

Sam Osmond’s Book 
“Harold Falkner, More 
Than an Arts and Crafts 
Architect” describes 
Halfway House and 
Old Timbers as cottage 
style houses joined to-
gether and made with 
a profusion of exposed 
timbers inside sub-
stantiating the fact that 
they were made from 
old barns.

14uca
The University for the Creative Arts is one of Farnham’s most 
important educational resources. It has a number of architec-
turally interesting buildings which, although not currently 
Buildings of Local Merit, are arguably worthy for be included.

To the end of Falkner Road, the new Crafts Study Centre is an 
elegant building; home to England’s first purpose built muse-
um for craft collections, spanning over three storeys. Opened 
10 years ago, the building has hosted numerous exhibitions 
within their two exhibition spaces. The architectural impor-
tance placed on light and space make the building ideal for 
hosting such exhibitions. 

Below - The Elaine Thomas Library was reopened 
last year. The glazed frontage to the newly restored 
and refurbished building maximises the space and 
light within the book lined rooms.

Left - The Student Village, located on 
campus, village is composed of purpose 
built flats, housing 345 students.

Above - interior of The Elaine Thomas 
Library.



Buildings of local Merit area Buildings of local Merit area15
The village of Hale lies between Farnham, Aldershot 
and Badshot Lea. Its hilltop situation gives residents a 
beautiful view south towards Hindhead, Crooksbury 
and the Downs, while closely packed houses and steep 
roads are reminiscent of many sea-side towns.

The development of Hale followed upon the establish-
ment of the army base in Aldershot in 1854. Many peo-
ple came to the area in search of employment causing 
previous inhabitants to have to fight their corners in 
order to keep their land and small houses, which along 
with a labyrinth of little lanes, are characteristic of the 
Upper Hale area.

Above -The Oaks are two storey semi-detached houses on 
Nutshell lane. They are classic redbrick dwellings.

Left - Sussex Cottage is a two storey house overlooking 
Farnham Park. The photograph on the left was taken in 
2014 and below in 1991.

The Institute on Wings Road was erected by public sub-
scription on land donated by Mr Thomas Twinning-Wing. 
It was built in commemoration of Queen Victoria’s Dia-
mond Jubilee in 1897. The site is now managed by trustees.

hale 15hale

Above - Hollybush Cottage in Dukes Walk is 
not curently a building of Local Merit but adds 
to the local area and could be included in the 
future.

Above right - 131 Upper Hale Road is a single 
storey shop with attached dwelling. The two 
photgraphs show the building both in 1990 
(bottom) and 2014 (top).

The Alfred Pub, origionally named Prince Al-
fred Charrington public house is a 19th century 
flint and brick building. 3 out of the 4 original 
windows have been kept, with the doorway 
having been filled in.
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The Clock House seen below and to the right is a complex 
rambling building, now subdivided into two or more dwell-
ings. It was formerly the residence of Thomas Twinning-
Wing, a local benefactor who donated the land on which the 
Wings road Institute was built and gave the village green to 
the community. Although a 19th century building, most of 
the original features still stand today.

Here you can see 69 Upper Hale road and Old Orchard House. Both 19th 
century buildings still have most of their original features, including their 
glazing bar sash windows. 
Orchard House and its coachhouse, which is now used residentially, are 
listed separately.

upper hale road 16upper hale road 
St. Marks church built in 1884 was originally a 
chapel of ease - a church building other than a 
parish church, built within the bounds of a par-
ish for those who cannot reach the church con-
veniently. It has now become a church in itself 
and has had a 20th century extension made to it. 

The former Ball and Wicket pub-
lic house occupies a corner site lo-
cation and is a recognised build-
ing in the village overlooking the 
village green war memorial. 

Flint on brick plint makes up most of the church with the original narrow lancet 
windows of an early English style having been replaced by modern ones. 
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Hale County Middle School is made up of two build-
ing; the grad II listed Bishop Summer building was 
built in 1863 and the Farnham School Board build-
ing, of flint and brick, was built in 1895.

The pair of chapels in Upper Hale’s cemetery are 
good examples of 19th century buildings in an Early 
English style.

Between the pair of Chapels and Hale School lies 177 Upper Hale 
Road. A well preserved 19th century building that uses coursed flint, 
alternating with brick bonding. The chapels can be seen in the back-
ground of the picture above.

16alma lane

Beam Cottage (right) was where the staff of Beam House lived. 
The oldest section is the three right hand bays which date back 
to 1732. The left hand end, the first storey and attic were added 
on later in the 18th century in place of a lean to. The cottage has 
since been re-roofed with older tiles to fit in to its surround-
ings.

The Old Cottage (below) as we know it now was formerly two 
cottages; a beerhouse, a laundry for the soldiers and a recog-
nised pub, called the Light Horse.

2 - 16 The Crescent, off 
Alma Lane is a group 
of 19th century semi-de-
tached villas. They were 
erected for junior officers 
attached to the Calvalry 
Barracks in Aldershot 
They have group value, 
despite alterations which 
include removal of stacks 
and re-roofing on some 
properties. 

The Alma Courage pub uses local flint materials. 
The word ‘alma’ means ‘spirit’ or ‘heart’ in Spanish.

Beam Cottage

The Old Cottage
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Originally built as a house, The Royal Arms public house has three storeys, a slate 
gabled roof and chimney stacks on the ridge at the left end and inset from right end. 
There is a stuccoed facade of three bays, plat bands to first and second floors and a 
central door flanked by Doric pilasters with capping carried across door-heads as ar-
chitrave. The rear elevation is flint rubble with red brick dressings with some single 
storey modern additions. 

Above - No. 14 Farnborough Road is an interesting style of cottage, built in the19th 
Century. It is single storey with a square plan with a pyramidal slate roof, central 
stack at apex and a diagonal brick band under eaves. There are brick piers to the cor-
ners and centre of each wall with recessed infill panels of coursed ironstone. 

Below and right- No. 30 Newmans Cottage and Garden Wall, Upper Weybourne 
Lane. This dwelling, built in 1891, has a distinctive diamond diaper pattern as well as 
a name/date plaque to the centre on first floor above the original red brick and flint 
gabled porch which together create a striking sight along Upper Weybourne Lane.

Below - The Royal Arms in 1991

18

Weybourne comprises housing largely from the mid to late Vic-
torian period, predominately along Weybourne Road, whilst 
further from the centre of the village the private houses are post 
1940’s. Located between Weybourne Road to the north and the 
railway to Aldershot to the south, Area 18 currently only has two 
Locally Listed buildings, however, there are many buildings in 
the area which could be considered buildings of merit.

Number 10 Weybourne Road was built in the late 19th Century 
originally as a Sunday school and later used as a local school. The 
single storey build has since had a slate hung roof dormer attic 
extension added. The central stack on the ridge of the roof sup-
ports four tall brick chimneys grouped in a line. A central stud-
ded wooden door in the gable-ended facade is framed by two 
casement windows with two leaded lights with chamfered brick 
sills and heads. The original school bell is still intact, although it 
has been moved to the side of the building.

Number 8 Weybourne Road has a hipped slate roof with red 
bricks and painted cement pilasters to angles and cement bands 
at ground level, first floor and eaves.

Photography of The Old School House, 1987 Above and below - The Old School house 2014

8 Weybourne Road, 1987

weybourne

Further down Weybourne Lane lies the 17th century Barley’s Farm. Above 
is a drawing of the door to Old House, Weybourne, by Michael Blower. Old 
House was the home of John Henry Knight, the man who designed and 
built ‘‘the first petroleum carriage for two people made in England.’’
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Sketch of Badshot Lea School by Michael Blower, 1987

St. George’s Church, built 1902

Badshot Lea School, built 1895

Badshot Lea village was developed mainly in the latter half of the 19th 
Century due to the large scale enclosure of common land. 

One of Badshot Lea’s most prominent buildings is its relatively modest 
parish church in traditional stonemasonry, shown above, which stands 
at the crossroads where Badshot Road meets Weybourne Lane and St 
George’s Road. St George’s Church had its Foundation Stone laid in Au-
gust 1902 by the Lord Lieutenant of Surrey, Viscount Middleton, and 
was consecrated a year later in 1903. The west range, shown above, uses 
flint rubble with 3-light ‘Decorated’ style windows with a belfry at the 
apex of the north end.

Directly facing St George’s Church, Badshot Lea County First School 
was built in 1895 to replace the little National School which was no long-
er large enough to serve for the growing number of pupils. The photo 
below highlights the symmetry of the Victorian school’s design, with 
the corner of the building as its focal point. The gabled front is set diago-
nally across the corner with a projecting oriel window at first floor level, 
with leaded lights and a semi-circular timber frame centre light.

The symmetry of the section facing Badshot Lea Road is broken by a 
small lead-covered dome decorated with a brick and stone band course. 
With its harmonious colour scheme and interesting features Badshot Lea 
School adds great character and distinction to the village. 

Numbers 6-8 on Badshot Lea Road, the old pho-
tographs to the left show how these homes have 
remained relatively intact despite their surround-
ings changing dramatically over the years.
 

Above and below - how the houses stand today.

Number 8 on The Green is one of the oldest 
buildings in the area, built in the 17th Cen-
tury with a probable older timber framed core.

19badshot lea

The Barns surrounding Park Farm, built in the 18th Century with some modern 
reconstruction, serve to remind that Badshot Lea was once surrounded by thriv-
ing farms, with particular focus on hop growing
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The publication ‘‘Between Four Bridges’’ by Maurice Heure 
provides a very good village history which describes the im-
portant effect the geology of the area on the way the settlement 
has evolved. Geology has increased the choice of crops, par-
ticularly hop growing.

The Kiln on St. Georges Road was very nearly demolished 
when developers, who bought The Kiln in a derelict state when 
Runfold Farm was sold, had given the people of Badshot Lea 
and Runfold until May Day (a matter of weeks) to find the £16, 
000 asking price to buy the building. However, a benefactor, 
who wished to remain anonymous, had provided an interest 
free loan of the full amount, with a cheque enclosed. 

The 90 year old disused hop kiln which had been central to the 
agricultural life of the village was saved from demolition and 
became the village hall. It is currently in almost constant use 
for a wide range of pursuits; from being home to Stagestruck 
Dance Academy to working as one of the finest modern pho-
tography studios in Surrey.

The large number of barns around 
Badshot Lea and Runfold serve as a 
reminder to the large hop industry 
from which the village prospered. 

Pressing hops in 1955 Dried and ready for market - hops loaded outside The Kiln in its hey-day

Aerial photograph, 1965, showing the location of the old kiln in-between Runfold and Badshot Lea

The Badshot Lea village hall, 2013

Barns at Bridge Farm, Runfold St. George Barns at Runfold House Farm

20
Area 20 covers a large portion of the South East of Farnham, starting at the Fairfield and 
working through Compton and Moor Park. Within this area there are some notable Grade I 
and II listed buildings such as; Moor Park House, High Mill and Rock House. It is surprising, 
therefore, that within the whole of area 20 there are as yet no buildings on the Local List. 

All the buildings covered in area 20 are those that we believe meet the criteria set for locally 
listed buildings and what we propose should be added. These are only our own suggestions 
and we encourage others to put forward suggestions of their own. 

fairfield

The map of 1870 shows how development has affected the area; with the 
majority of the houses being built after the map was drawn, indicated by 
their predominately Victorian and Edwardian styles. The area differs from 
much of Farnham due to the smart yellow bricks and Welsh slate which has 
been used, a change which from the red brick and tiles which dominates the 
Farnham architecture. The new materials were most likely made available 
due to the building of the railway. 

Elm Home (right) occupies the high plateau overlooking the River Wey 
Valley to the North. Much of the garden was acquired when the Farnham 
Bypass was constructed in the mid 1900’s. The glass porch is of particular 
value to the area’s character. 
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The little church in the wood took its name St. Mary’s 
church as it is today, from Waverley Abbey whose dedi-
cation was the Blessed Virgin Mary. The walls of the 
building are of ironstone and brick, the small windows 
have leaded lights, and the roof is set with patterns of or-
namental tiles, in horizontal bands on the north side and 
in vertical panels on the south side. 

There is a bell gable at the east end, also roofed with tiles. 
The building has been a place of worship by the people of 
Moor Park since its construction since 1863/64, although 
it was put there originally not as a church but as a school. 
Compton was an “estate village” and the little church has 
always occupied an important role in the small commu-
nity of Compton, Farnham.

Sketch of St. Mary;’s Church, Michael Blower

21tilford road

Area 21 houses a small number of Locally Listed 
buildings which, despite differing architectural-
ly, are all fine examples of their particular archi-
tectural era as well as adding value to the area. 

The Waverley Arms lies at the northern most 
corner of area 21, just behind Farnham Station, 
at the fork of Tilford Road and Waverley Lane. 
It was designed by Falkner and Aylwin in 1931, 
one of their final projects together before the 
partnership was dissolved a year later.

The public house comprises of two storeys and 
three bays. The roof is slate hipped with rear 
stacks and rendered painted elevations with a 
first floor plat band. There is a large canted bay 
window on the ground floor to each side of the 
doorway with small pane sash windows which 
sit beneath a pent slate hood which extends 
across the facade and is supported in front of 
the doorway on slender columns.

Further down Tilford Road 
is the old converted Barn at 
Lodge Farm. The barn was 
most likely built in the 19th 
Century and was converted 
into office use in 1993. The barn 
is a timber framed structure 
made of queen post trusses of 
thin timber with thin curved 
braces to posts, tie beams and 
a wall plate of aisle. An origi-
nal extension was made in 1949 
along the side of the barn.

Above - photographs taken before and after refurbishments, the first taken in 
October 1990 and the second in July 1994
Below right - photograph before redevelopment of the barn from the east side
Left - the barn in use today as offices
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Located on the south west side of Waverley Lane is the South Lodge of Waver-
ley Abbey House. This one storey dwelling has a steeply pitched tiled gable roof 
with a half hipped addition and a lower ridge to the south west side. The walls 
themselves comprise of coursed ironstone on brick plinth, red brick quoins and 
chamfered dressings to window openings, with the north east gable end having 
bonding courses, diamond pattern brickwork, overhanging eaves and a triple 
stepped mullion/transom window. The right hand bay is a very steep gable 
porch with flanking buttresses and side lights.

Located at the junction of Waverley Lane and Monks Walk lies the North Lodge 
of Waverley Abbey House. The Victorian Gothic dwelling was built in the 19th 
Century, based on an L shape plan; the house has two storeys with an attic as 
well as a basement to the rear due to the sloping ground level. Like the lodge 
above, this dwelling also uses a steep tiled roof, gabled elevations, coursed iron-
stone and red brick quoins and dressings. The two storey gabled wing at lower 
level supports a stack of three chimneys and a one storey tiled gabled projec-
tion.

Sketches of the South Lodge by Michael Blower, 1987

Above -sketche by Michael Blower, 1987

Above - painting of the North Lodge by Michael Blower, 2002

21waverley lane
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During the turn of the 19th Century there was an influx of wealthy families who had made their fortunes in the city and wished 
for a country home. In the past such areas were owned by the landed gentry who built further homes within their large estates for 
family members. However, Farnham is unusual in not having one particular seigniorial family; the Bishop of Guildford resided 
at the Farmham Castle and Moor Park came the closest to being what was considered a large country house. 

With the middle class population rising swiftly there was a demand for the country house yet without the need for much sur-
rounding land as it was not required as a source of income. This change in demand coincided with the start of Harold Falkner’s 
career who designed many of the country homes around Farnham.

Areas 22 and 24 of Great Austins and the Bourne show a number of examples of this country house. Large family homes which 
were not designed for the aristocracy but rather those who wished to leave the busy city whilst still keeping in proximity to a 
town, promoted further by; first the advent of the railway and later the motor car, which saw conversions of stables into garages. 
Due to their interesting architectural styles, a number have been selected as buildings of merit.

Stranger’s Corner, seen below, is one of Falkner’s most important 
works in this style. Built in 1897, it was commissioned by his old 
art teacher and was one of his first jobs on returning to Farnham, 
with Falkner being only 21 years old when designing the house. 
It stands as a fine example of the fashionable ‘Renaissance’ style. 

Stranger’s Corner’s design was chosen, when complete, for hang-
ing in a Royal Academy exhibit.

Right - Falkner’s sketch of the studio addition
Below - Sketch of Stranger’s Corner by Michael Blower

Cobbetts House on Marvin Road built in early 20th century and in 
Georgian style, almost making it French in its interpretation. Falkner 
laid out the garden, which was previously a gravel pit and therefore 
very low set, before building the house.

Having featured in an issue of ‘The Country Life Book of Cottages’ 
and said to have been a “cottage for a couple living with a servant”, 
Squirrels on Old Farnham Lane is another interesting Falkner work. 
The interior layout of this building is described as ‘ingenious and eco-
nomical’.

22great austins

The lychgate on Vicarage hill was erected as a gift in 1888 in order to re-
mind people of the location of the original 1869 church, of which only the 
graveyard remains. The church of St. Thomas now stands in its place. The 
gate was proposed for local interest rather than architectural quality.

Formerly known as Bourne Corner, Shottisham Lodge was also men-
tioned in the Architectural Review for contrasting aspects of its ap-
pearance, again suggesting influence from Voysey. The roof of old 
clay tiles was common to Falkner as was the contrasting light walls 
with the dark windows.
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Elm Tree Cottage, 10 Great Austins, 
stands as one of the more notable ex-
amples of an ‘Arts and Crafts’ style 
house in Farnham. Typically the house 
uses; rendering for the walls, irregu-
larly placed windows, steeply pitched 
sloping roofs and tall chimneys.

The house was built by Falkner for 
Leo Borelli, the brother of his good 
friend Charles Borelli. The house was 
praised in country life for its economi-
cal layout and cost. The green glazed 
tiles used around the house were most 
likely made at Absalom Harris’ Farn-
ham Pottery in Wrecclesham.

Orchard house on Little Austins 
road is another Harold Falkner 
building which is said to show 
stylistic influences from the ar-
chitect Voysey, most notably the 
added detail of vernacular or-
namentation in the interiors. Al-
though it has undergone many 
alterations since 1904, when it 
appeared in the Builders Journal 
& Architectural Review, it is still 
recognised as one of Falkner’s 
finest works.

Above - sketch of Orchard House by Harold Falkner

great austins 22lower bourne

Lodge Hill House 
was designed by 
Niven, Wiggles-
worth and Falkner 
and reviewed in 
1903 in Academy 
Architecture and 
Architectural Re-
view, Vo. XXIII.

On 4 January 1913 Country Life fea-
tured an article by Lawrence Weaver 
in the ‘Lesser Country Houses of To-
day’ series in which he looks at the 
Falkner designed Leigh House. Built 
in a classical 18th Century manner, 
Leigh House uses a Georgian style 
with a notably accentuated entrance 
doorway. In the original article Weav-
er himself thought that the large plas-
ter pilasters were out of place and 
unnecessary. As was often the style, 
Leigh House was built with an ac-
companying separate cottage and 
‘motor house’. 

Below - Falkner’s design for the 1913 Country Life 
competition for a country house. The plan shows all 
principle rooms facing south whilst reserving bath-
rooms, hallways and servants courters for north fac-
ing. These houses were made to look grander than 
they were by emphasising the width and height of the 
building whilst not being particularly deep. 

Buckland House on Tilford Road
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Wrecclesham is a large village with a rich history located on one side of the valley, to the 
West of Farnham, giving it a hilly characteristic and forming enjoyable views. The main 
street within Wrecclesham has a range of shops, houses, post offices and pubs which all 
add to the village feel. A number of such buildings add to the cultural and architectural 
content of the village and have been selected as Buildings of Merit. 
Green Lane Cemetery commands a dominant position on top of the valley hill; the chapel 
overlooks the cemetery and Wey Valley. Notable features include the gabled roof and 
large gothic windows; it was designed by Farnham Architect Arthur Stedman.

Left - 2 - 8 Church 
Lane Cottages. 
There is a distinc-
tive red brick fa-
çade at the back of 
the house on the 
ground floor with 
a red tile hung 
above on the first 
floor. 

Although not currently a Locally Listed build-
ing, Woodlands is a fine example of an Edward-
ian house and should be considered for inclusion 
to the list.

Below and right - Forge Cottage - The 17th cen-
tury timber framed home was much restored 
and converted from four cottages to one dwell-
ing. The first floor of the cottage is timber framed 
with brick infilling, whereas the ground floor is a 
painted brick. It is regarded as a building of merit 
due to its long past within Wrecclesham. 

40 & 42 Ridgeway Road – The pair of semi-detached cottages, built 
in the late 19th century/early 20th century, were designed by the 
architect Harold Falkner. The symmetrical cottages share many 
similar features, this includes the large rectangular bay windows 
on the ground floor and the off centre smaller windows above. The 
large slanted roofs mirror the structure of the cottages next to it. 
They stand as a good example of Falkner’s artisan housing.

23weydon

The Hop Kilns - The former Hop Kilns are 
now eight flats. Initially, before being con-
verted to flats, the side facing Talbot Road 
was used as a shop. The residential conver-
sion of the kilns has retained the external 
form and conserved the characteristics rea-
sonably well.   

Weydon Farm & Whitebine House - The former 
farmhouse and kilns were converted in the 19th 
century to separate dwellings; the photo below is a 
photograph of Weydon Farm in 1940. 
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Above and right - Little Twynax was built as a timber framed 
building in 1721 and was used as a pest house in 18th century. 
It was suggested as a building of merit by residents of the area 
and retained for local listing due to its facade and local historical 
interest.

Above and right - No. 41 Stream Cottage on Ford Lane is a ford 
cottage which overlooks the Bourne Stream. The range of materi-
als used, combined with a beautiful garden wall and landscape 
setting create a building worthy of being named a building of 
merit. The cottage was converted by Falkner and was where he 
resided between 1911 and 1927. 

Above - 61 & 63 Burnt Hill road is a late 19th century building now 
split into two separate dwellings. It is one of a number of ironstone 
houses on this road, probably by the same builder.

Right – Heron Court was only recently included as a Building of Lo-
cal Merit. Originally a farm, Heron Court was first documented in 
a map dating back to 1786. The surrounding land was worked by a 
tenant whose landlord owned lots of adjacent parcels that produced 
arable and hops. Heron Court was considered for listing but was 
deemed more appropriate to be locally listed.

24frensham road

Top left - 26-28 Frensham Road was built in late 
18th century. It retained its local listing but only 
marginally due to alterations made to it during 
20th century i.e. doors being removed from the 
facade.

Above - 32 Frensham Road was formerly a mis-
sion hall but is now used as a scout hut. Built in 
19th century it was locally listed due to its his-
tory rather than its architecture.

Directly left - 106 Burnt Hill Road was built in 
1859 as a labourer’s cottage. Since then it has 
been extended by one bay to the left. This ex-
tension is in keeping with the original building, 
allowing it to retain its character.

Below - No. 58 Frensham Road, a two storey 
cottage with an attached single storey addi-
tion. The stone rubble facade, red brick groins, 
window dressings and chimney stacks set off 
by the horizontal red and blue brick banding 
course at first floor level combine together with 
the disposition of sash windows and shallow 
profile slate roof to achieve a pleasant compo-
sition and good example of the 19th century 
small dwelling.
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Below - Built in 1879, Pine Ridge house is a Victorian Gothic country house 
that belonged to G. Woodall. He built the driveway to give carriage access to 
the road via a gentler gradient. It is now divided into two properties. It was 
listed due to a scarcity of such a type of building in the locality. 

Longdown was designed by London architect W. 
Curtis-Green and built for his own occupation in 
1904. He is better known for his connection with 
the Dorchester Hotel and other buildings in the 
city. The building is listed due to its famed archi-
tect. 

boundstone

The old Boundstone Post Office with attached 
house is made from coursed rubble with red brick 
dressings. 

Photograph of Pine Ridge House in 1990

24rowledge
Rowledge is a village bordering Wrecclesham, Frensham and 
lying to the north-east of Alice Holt forest. The coming of the 
railways in 1848 and the arrival of the army in Aldershot in 1854 
saw the construction of many large houses in the area in the late 
Victorian era, most of which are still in existence today. 

The village was once called “Rowditch”, renowned for fights 
between local youths across the ditch that formed the Surrey/
Hampshire border. In Victorian times, the name changed to 
“Roughditch” and had 
the reputation of a gen-
erally lawless place. The 
creation of the Parish of 
the church of St James 
in 1869 brought supervi-
sion to the area and from 
this point Rowledge, as it 
became known, began to 
take on its own identity.

Above is the Hare & Hounds pub built in late 19th  Century. A gabled 
porch has since been added

Left - a war memorial which in fact lies just over the county border in Hamp-
shire

The Cherry Tree pub was previously a butchers and bakers but opened as a public house in 1906

Below - the White Cottage on High Street was erected 1800 as two 
cottages but then altered in 1930 into a single dwelling

Above - sketch of Rowledge, Michael Blower



Buildings of local Merit area Buildings of local Merit area

Frensham Heights School was built in 1902 
in mock-Tudor style by the brewer Char-
rington on a hill just outside Frensham, 
with the grounds running into the village 
of Rowledge. The building is known for its 
sumptuous interiors. It’s scale and beauty 
place it firmly on Local List.

Right - the recently 
built Arts Centre 
could also become 
a Building of Local 
Merit in the future

24frensham heights school
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Following the success of the exhibition Buildings of Merit in 
Farnham, Mike Probert commissioned this small exhibition cel-
ebrating the diverse architectural history of Badshot Lea Village.

The remnants of Badshot Lea’s history can be found in the various hop 
farms and kilns in which it was established. Old cottages entwined 
among newer terraces and converted studios show a village that has had 
to embrace the new, whilst retaining an understanding and respect for 
the past. This is no more evident than in Badshot Lea’s village hall The 
Kiln, where the exhibition was held. The old building, once the engine 
room of the village’s economy is now in constant use for a multitude 
of activities and remains the cultural and social centre of Badshot Lea.

An Architectural 
History of Badshot 

Lea Village

October 2014

Produced by 

William Sharples

The Kiln

Sketch of Badshot Lea School by Michael Blower, 1987

St. George’s Church, built 1902

Badshot Lea village was developed mainly in the latter half of 
the 19th Century due to the large scale enclosure of common 
land. 

One of Badshot Lea’s most prominent buildings is its relative-
ly modest parish church in traditional stonemasonry, shown 
above, which stands at the crossroads where Badshot Road 
meets Weybourne Lane and St George’s Road. St George’s 
Church had its Foundation Stone laid in August 1902 by the 
Lord Lieutenant of Surrey, Viscount Middleton, and was con-
secrated a year later in 1903. The west range, shown above, 
uses flint rubble with 3-light ‘Decorated’ style windows with 
a belfry at the apex of the north end.

Directly facing St George’s Church, Badshot Lea County First 
School was built in 1895 to replace the little National School 
which was no longer large enough to serve for the growing 
number of pupils. The photo below highlights the symmetry 
of the Victorian school’s design, with the corner of the build-
ing as its focal point. The gabled front is set diagonally across 
the corner with a projecting oriel window at first floor level, 
with leaded lights and a semi-circular timber frame centre 
light.

The symmetry of the section facing Badshot Lea Road is bro-
ken by a small lead-covered dome decorated with a brick and 
stone band course. With its harmonious colour scheme and 
interesting features Badshot Lea School adds great character 
and distinction to the village. 

I

badshot lea village

Left - school house adjacent to Badshot Lea 
School
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Numbers 6-8 on Badshot Lea Road, the old pho-
tographs to the left show how these homes have 
remained relatively intact despite their surround-
ings changing dramatically over the years
 

Above and below - how the houses stand today

Below right - Number 8 on The Green 
is one of the oldest buildings in the area, 
built in the 17th Century with a probable 
older timber framed core

Below left - Houses on The Green

II

around the green

Above - The Barns surrounding Park Farm, built in the 18th Century with 
some modern reconstruction, serve to remind that Badshot Lea was once sur-
rounded by thriving farms, with particular focus on hop growing.

Below - Green Lane Farm House and outbuildings, most of the old outbuild-
ings are currently used by local businesses with a view of the new Farnham 
Rugby clubhouse.

III

crown lane
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Originally part of Badshot Farm, the An-
tiques Warehouse is located in two of the 
old Elizabethan tithe barns within the idyl-
lic farm location. The Antiques Warehouse 
is a well-established antiques dealership, 
which displays a constantly changing array 
of merchandise. BBC Homes and Antiques 
Magazine awarded the Antiques Warehouse 
‘‘Most Friendly Local Antiques Shop’’. Bad-
shot Farm is a perfect example of how an old 
farm can be rejuvenated through a combina-
tion of needs and uses. Currently, the farm is 
divided into a number of houses and residen-
cies, businesses and leisure pursuits, with the 
surrounding fields being used as a riding 
school. 

badshot farm

Drawing of Badshot Farm, Michael Blower 2012

Painting of the Kiln Studios at Badshot Farm, Michael Blower 1987

Aerial Photograph of Badshot Farm

The Antiques Warehouse, 2013

Sketch of the barn interior, Michael Blower

IV

Floor Plan of one of the Badshot barns 
with the highlighted area showing the 
current space used by The Antiques 
Warehouse

the kiln

Pressing hops in 1955 Aerial photograph, 1965, showing the location of the old kiln in-between Runfold and Badshot Lea.

At their May Day celebrations a number of years ago, the 
people of Badshot Lea had a lot more than the incoming 
summer to sing and dance about. They were told that 
they were the owners of a heritage building – the 90 year 
old disused hope kiln which had been central to the agri-
cultural life of the village and which had now been saved 
from demolition to become the village hall.

It was a very close call; the developers who bought the 
kiln when Runfold Farm was sold had given the people 
of Badshot Lea until May Day – a matter of weeks – to 
find the £16,000 asking price. By the eve of May Day, 
however, the village received a solicitor’s letter stating 
that a benefactor, who wished to remain anonymous, 
had come up with an interest free loan of the full amount, 
and a cheque was enclosed.

The village had its hands on a near-derelict building and 
very little money to do anything with. It became a real 
community effort, led by Mike Probert, chairman of the 
steering committee, village people with a vast range of 
experience rolled up their sleeves and got down to the 
nitty gritty. A local builder, haulage contractor, electri-
cian, surveyor and accountant, among others, helped 
pace the road to recovery for the old hop kiln. 

Mike Probert, the man behind the 
saving of the kiln.
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VI

1. Delivery of hop harvest to 
the kiln.

2. Hop bags hoisted to second 
floor.

3. Hops laid on to slatted floor 
deck.

4. Wood fires started up for 
drying process.

5. Dried hops removed via 
horsehair matting and metal 
rollers.

6. Hops lowered to first floor 
via timber sloping shuttes.

7. Hops bagged up and com-
pacted by metal press.

8. Dried and ready for market.

9. Speaking tube.

10. Roller winch gear.
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The Hop Drying Process:
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the kiln

Aerial view of The Kiln, with barn and model track alongside

The first tenant was a radio-controlled car club; 
which laid out a track in the grounds, and still 
meets there. As the last purpose-built track in the 
South, five national meetings take place annually. 
Two other car clubs, as well as dog training class-
es, also have their homes in the kiln. The main 
hall itself is in almost constant use, with a play-
group and mother and toddlers club, as well as 
Stagestruck Dance Academy, which is a success-
ful dance academy catering for all ages.

The most notable of pursuits within the centre is 
the ‘photo workshop’, one of the finest modern 
photography studios in Surrey, with instructions 
from professional photographers, and used by 
photographers of international standing.

The Kiln is still very much a heritage building; 
murals, photographs and artefacts in the main 
hall recall village like and it’s hop-growing past. 
The adjoining barn is a project seen as providing 
fantastic opportunities for the future. The Kiln 
is a fantastic example of community spirit, drive 
and initiative, a real success story of saving and 
restoring an old, important building and devel-
oping it to form the heart of the community.

VII

The Badshot Lea village hall, 2013
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Runfold Farm, adjacent to The Kiln, also prospered 
greatly from farming hops and many of the barns still 
stand today, with the majority working as housing or 
storage. More recently Runfold has been greatly af-
fected by mineral extraction, however, the rich farm-
ing history is still evident in the old barns and farm 
houses around Runfold Farm. 

Barns at Bridge Farm

Barns at Runfold Farm

Painting of Runfold House by Michael Blower

Runfold Farm

VIII

Above - the Coach House at Runfold House origi-
nally built as storage for the farm but converted into 
a garage shortly after WWII, the buidling is now in 
residential use. 

Cottages along Runfold St. George showing the old road, before the A31 was built and access was closed off

terraces

Badshot Lea Road photographed, above, in the 1920’s and, below, in 2014

IX

The street scene in the village remains very 
much as it has been since the Victorian/ 
Edwardian era when many of the houses 
were constructed to house workers build-
ing the Aldershot Military Camp. 

The main road and footpaths through the 
centre of the village are narrow and pro-
vide the only parking space for residents.

Many of the houses, whilst retaining their 
original design, have been altered in de-
tail using modern materials, i.e. double 
glazing windows and doors and improv-
ing the energy efficiency by re-roofing in 
modern materials. 


