
9 Janaunary Year C

Sunday is the Baptism of the Lord. We hear the Lord say in the first reading from Isaiah, “Here is my servant whom I uphold, my 
chosen one with whom I am pleased, upon whom I have put my spirit.” Those words are echoed in the reading from Luke's Gospel, 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” This feast marks the end of the Christmas season and the beginning of 
Ordinary Time on the Church calendar.

During the weekdays, we begin a three-week cycle of captivating readings from the First Book of Samuel. We read of Samuel's 
mother, Hannah, who promises the Lord, “if you give your handmaid a male child, I will give him to the LORD for as long as he 
lives.” Samuel hears a call from the Lord and responds, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” An epic battle against the Philistines 
ends in devastating losses for Israel and the capture of the Ark of the Covenant. In his old age, Samuel rules Israel and the elders ask 
Samuel to appoint a King to rule them. Samuel meets Saul. “When Samuel caught sight of Saul, the LORD assured him, “'This is 
the man of whom I told you; he is to govern my people.'”

From now until the beginning of Lent, the weekday gospels are from Mark's Gospel. Mark offers us a look at the beginning of Jesus 
public ministry. Jesus calls his first disciples, fisherman at work: Simon and Andrew, then James and John. “Then they left their nets 
and followed him.” He drives out evil spirits and heals the sick. He hears the cry of the leper: “If you wish, you can make me clean,” 
and Jesus, “moved with pity” heals him. Friends lower a paralytic from a roof down into the crowd in front of Jesus, who heals him and 
says, “Child, your sins are forgiven.” Jesus extends an invitation to the despised tax collector, Levi: “Follow me.”

On the Second Sunday of Ordinary Time, a beautiful reading from Isaiah promises vindication which will “shine forth like the 
dawn.” In the First Letter to the Corinthians, we are reassured that each of us has different gifts of the Spirit. “There are different 
workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone.” The Wedding Feast of Cana is the centerpiece of John's Gospel. 
His mother told the servants to follow his orders and Jesus performed his first public miracle “and so revealed his glory.”

Daily Prayer This Week

In this first week of Ordinary Time, we might find ourselves feeling a little let-down after the Christmas season, especially in parts of 

the world where it seems cold and dark most days. This is where we can ask for the grace to let the stories of the gospels come alive in 
our hearts.

The vivid narratives of this week's gospel are packed with stories of Jesus' entering into the lives of real people and touching them in 
extraordinary ways. These are not far away stories, but ones that have a real meaning for us. This is a week of invitation from Jesus to 
us, with two invitations for us to ponder in our hearts this week.

Jesus encounters Levi, a Jewish tax collector. Because of his profession, he was probably wealthy but he had humiliated his family and 
made himself a pariah to most of those around him. Jesus' response to this “outcast” was to invite him to be one of his closest disciples 
- and to dine at his house.

In our own lives we may find a loneliness or separation from people in our family or others in our lives. We have parts of our lives that 
are dark and embarrassing and seem unchangeable. It is into this very darkness and discomfort that Jesus extends the same invitation 
to us: “Follow me.” This clear and personal call to us is from Jesus who already knows us and our failings and yet asks us to be with 
him. We can hear this invitation more clearly if we can be touched with awareness of our own failings and understand more deeply how 
much we need a savior in our lives. It is then that our hearts open to accept this invitation.

This week Jesus invites us to follow him, as friends and disciples. This is a good week for us to contemplate with Jesus, what we are 
looking for and how much we want to turn and follow him. We can pray to Jesus for the strength to leave the patterns and habits of our 
lives that so often turn us away from him and ask for the grace to make a new beginning in our lives. If we can sit with our hands open 
in humility, we can accept that we can't do this on our own, but know in our hearts that with the help of God, nothing is impossible.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: http://www.creighton. 
edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

Daily Reflection – Baptism of the Lord

Today we celebrate the baptism of the Lord.  This feast day is one that helps bridge the Christmas season and Ordinary Time. Today’s 
feast is also a bit like a third epiphany, when Jesus appears or is presented to the world, after the first two “epiphanies” of the Nativity 
and the Magi’s visit.

There are two great choices for the first reading, the responsorial psalm and the second reading.  If, like me, it is hard for you to choose, 
I invite to you read and reflect with both options.

The hopeful descriptions of the first readings are building up to a straight path, good news, the glory of the Lord shining, justice coming 
to the nations, a victory in justice, a kept promise, a chosen one.  The exiled people were experiencing devastation, low morale and 
hopelessness during the Babylonian exile. These words bring promise and hope.  And, the hope is not just for the Jewish people, but 
rather for the whole world.  

The second reading from Titus reminds us that God’s kindness and generous love, and the gift of our Savior Jesus are not because of 
“any righteous deeds we have done, but because of his mercy.”  The second reading from Acts mentions a similar theme in reminding 
us that God’s love and mercy is for all (Jews and Gentiles in this context) and God doesn’t show favorites.  Jesus’ baptism is also 
mentioned, that God anointed Jesus “with the Holy Spirit and with power.  He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed 
by the devil, for God was with him.”

The Gospel story is both familiar and surprising.  John the Baptist paves the way in saying that “one mightier than I is coming,” 
highlighting Jesus’ specialness.  John the Baptist baptizes Jesus, then, after Jesus prays, “heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove,” with a voice saying “You are my beloved Son with who I am well pleased.”  Jesus is 
definitively here among us, living as a human and ministering on earth.

What does this feast mean for us, and we recently embarked into new year, 2022?  What does this feast mean for us, as we conclude 
our Christmas celebrations and move into Ordinary Time in the liturgical calendar?  What does this feast mean for us as we still battle 
COVID, racism, extreme divisiveness, climate change, forced migration, and other overwhelming injustices and struggles?

I would suggest two points for reflection that are helping me as I pray with these readings:  

How might we learn from and grow closer to Jesus as he begins his adult ministry here on earth?  Maybe we can renew our commitment 
to be in awe of both his humanity and divinity?  Maybe we can closely follow him, walk with him, learn from him during his “ordinary” 
events of his public ministry in the coming weeks.

How might we better understand that each of us is called “beloved” by God and named as someone with whom God is well-pleased?  
Our own identity - that God loves each of us without condition or merit - might be more clearly defined!  What might that mean for our 
public ministry (or our private ministries each day) as beloved sons and daughters of God? 

May this feast, and this message of God’s love, of Jesus’ humanity, and our own belovedness be a hopeful reminder of how we are 
called to live in this new year and new liturgical season.

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/010922.html
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The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
10.00am 

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion
You can send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters to the link below

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with
Saint Peter and Saint Paul figurines.
拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. 
All these at only SGD600.00*
只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
Instructions for payment will be shared when the form has been received
有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!

*Lights not included. It is for photography purpose only.

Matthew 16:13-19

1870 - 2020

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

limited edition
S$600.00

Fewer than 100 sets left! 
All proceeds go to the church.



To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - For Confession dates, please get update on 
SPP Website, Facebook and The Apostles. Online booking is required.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Monday to Saturday)
  preceded by morning prayer at 7.00am
  6.00pm (Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 10.00am - online devotion

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday) (SUSPENDED)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) (SUSPENDED)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily (SUSPENDED)
SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed

COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS: 
Open every Tuesday (2.00pm - 6.00pm). Call the Parish Secretariat for bookings.

CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Friday from Noon to 5.00pm. Please refer to the announcement on myCatholic.sg for 
booking the details.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


