
Fear of the Lord 
Acts 9:31 
Pathway Church / February 21, 2021 

Welcome to Pathway! 
 - In the room, in MC, Drive-In, and Online. 

Please open your Bible to Acts 9:31 
 

On a trip to Yellowstone National Park, I 
encountered a Bison. 
- early morning bike ride 
- He was blocking my path. 
- Just me and him, staring each other down  
(I was too stubborn to backtrack) 

What was going through my mind when I encountered this majestic beast? 
- Awe…my heart was pounding!  Summed up in one word: “WHOAH!” 

 
- Fear & Trembling…because the Bison was 
so big & powerful. 
  
- Curiosity, Excitement, Appreciation 
(this thing was AMAZING…I didn’t want to 
leave) 

- Respect:  I was AWARE OF and ATTENTIVE TO the bison  
He was too big to ignore or turn my back on him… 
…I had to take HIS EXISTENCE into consideration… 
…I contemplated my every move in light of his presence… 

Was the Bison evil?  No. 

Did the Bison want to tear me apart?  
 No…but he had the power to!  And I respected that power. 
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In a way, THIS encounter describes a proper response to God. 
 ! We cannot disregard Him…we must take His presence into 
consideration…He cannot be dismissed. 

The Bible uses a term to describe a right response to God: 
 The Fear of the Lord. 

Acts 9:31 (NKJV) 
Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria 
had peace and were edified.  And walking in  

the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit,  
they were multiplied. 

What do you think about this phrase?:  the fear of the Lord. 
 (I like “comfort of the Holy Spirit!”) 

Most of us react negatively to this phrase. 
- We’re not supposed to be afraid of God, are we?  We are supposed to 

pursue RELATIONSHIP with God. 

- If we’re scared of God, then we’ll hide from Him & keep our distance. 

- We’ll think that God hates us and is out to hurt us or squash us with His 
thumb. 

- In movies, I’ve seen father shout to his disobedient son, “Get over 
here! I’m going to put the fear of God in you, boy!” 

This is NOT what the “fear of the Lord” means. 
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As we read the Bible, we find about 300 instances where the word “fear” is 
used in referring to God. 

- The Scriptures are full of examples of how fearing God is a GOOD 
THING…a positive and desired response to the Lord. 

Genesis 42:18-20 (NKJV) 
18 Then Joseph said to them the third day, “Do this and live, for I 

fear God: 19 If you are honest men, let one of your brothers be 
confined to your prison house; but you, go and carry grain for the 
famine of your houses. 20 And bring your youngest brother to me; 
so your words will be verified, and you shall not die.” 

*Joseph wins his brothers’ trust when he declares “I am a God-fearing man” 

Exodus 1:17 (NKJV) 

But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt 
commanded them, but saved the male children alive. 

o It was because the midwives feared God that they obeyed God 
instead of the authorities by sparing the Hebrew babies  

Later in Exodus, Pharaoh brought disaster on his nation because he did NOT 
fear God. 
Exodus 9:29-30 (NKJV) 
29 So Moses said to him, “As soon as I have gone out of the city, I 
will spread out my hands to the Lord; the thunder will cease, and there 
will be no more hail, that you may know that 
the earth is the Lord’s. 30 But as for you and your servants, I know that 

you will not yet fear the Lord God.” 

Proverbs 8:13 declares  
“The fear of the LORD is to hate evil.” 

Proverbs 1:7 teaches  
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, 
But fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
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What about the New Testament? 
Jesus states it strongly when he says,  
Matthew 10:28 (NKJV) 
And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 

Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.  

In Romans 3, the Apostle Paul cites Psalm 14 when he asserts that 
everyone…Jews AND Gentiles…are sinful at the core. 
He sums up our chief sin this way: 
Romans 3:18 (NKJV) 

“There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

Almost every time we read in the Bible of someone encountering God’s 
presence, they are AFRAID. 
 - Moses, Isaiah, Ezekiel. 
 - it freaks them out! They fall face down. Isaiah says, “I’m ruined!” 
 - and it’s not because God’s presence is bad, but because it’s so GOOD 

Apparently, God is frightening to encounter! 
 - there is an appropriate sense of God’s BIGNESS. 
 - in the same manner, there’s an appropriate sense of our SMALLNESS 
 - God can create a universe. I cannot. 
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In the biblical sense, the fear of the Lord is: 
• Respect, Reverence, to be in Awe of God’s Majesty 

• The fear of the Lord is also a MORAL MINDSET 
o We acknowledge and live by GOD’S view of right & wrong 
o The book of Proverbs teaches us to “cultivate” the fear of God 

in our life so that we might truly be wise. 

• The fear of the Lord is HUMBLE, WORSHIPFUL SUBMISSION to 
God and His Word 
o It means we have regard for God: who He is and what He says. 
o We take His presence and His commands into consideration in 

all we do. 

When my daughter was 11 years old said this:  
“To fear God means He is not someone you can just push around!”  

A Feeble Attempt to Describe a Holy Fear:  The Hoover Dam 

 

It is Awesome and Dreadful and Beautiful at the same time 
I don’t tread carelessly over the Hoover Dam. 
Something in me wants to STAY LOW. 

…but I also love to visit it and marvel at its magnitude. 
…before we were married, my wife and I spit water off the Hoover Dam. 
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In light of God’s GREATNESS:  
men and women have an appropriate feeling of inadequacy and  

insufficiency in His presence. 

- A.W. Tozer, in The Knowledge of the Holy, says that when we grasp 
the greatness of God,  

it ends all controversy between the man and his God… 
…the fight goes out of the man!  (you win!) 

 

! Like stepping into the ring against The Rock! 

So, is that the end?  We’re toast before the greatness of the Holy 
God? 
God is going to PUMMEL us? 

(No! Read the whole Bible!) 

Enter the GOODNESS of God: 
 God is GREAT/MAJESTIC…he is far above, far beyond us. 
And at the same time…   

God is GOOD…he is disposed to be kind toward us. 
 God draws NEAR to us in the person of Jesus Christ… 

So we are NOT crushed by the greatness of God… 
…we are not paralyzed by this “fear of the Lord” 

A.W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy: 
“The GREATNESS of God rouses FEAR within us,  
but His GOODNESS encourages us NOT to be afraid of Him. 
 To fear and not be afraid—that is the paradox of faith.” 
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I had a college student approach me after chapel at Simpson University. 
 “I don’t get it, Trav” he said.  
 “You say we are supposed to fear God…but 1 John 4:18 tells us, 
 ‘There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear,” 

This is a great question. 
How can we fear God when His love casts out all fear? 

Let’s take a look at the passage. 
1 John 4:17-18 (NKJV) 
17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have 
boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in 
this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out 
fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not 
been made perfect in love. 

- fear involves torment… 
- in English, fear is “concern for our safety” 

Let me tackle two areas of fear that we experience: 
1) We fear facing the evil & pain of this world. 
 - people, rejection, failure, circumstances, our own well-being. 
 - we fear that life is going to go sideways. 
 - Will I be OK?  Will I have enough? Will others approve of me? 

We treat the WORLD, PEOPLE, & THINGS as our ultimate threat. 
 When we live in fear of these things, we give them power over us. 

But Jesus tells us in Matthew 10:28 that we shouldn’t fear those who 
can kill the body…we should fear GOD, the one who can destroy body 
AND soul in hell! 

God is much more powerful than anything we can face in this world! 
We should be more concerned…dare I say more scared about facing 
God than any of the evil we could face in this world. 

The world is not our ultimate threat…God is! 
This leads me to the second area of fear that we experience… 

2) We fear facing God 
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- a sinful man/a sinful woman standing before a Holy God. 
- God’s presence is dangerous to us…not because He’s bad, but 
because He’s so good. 
- We should be toast in His presence. 

But God declares that He is for us, not against us! 

This is the context of the passage in 1 John 4: 
 The LOVE of a HOLY GOD toward us… 

    (according to 1 John 4:17, Love that has been “perfected among us” 
  
This LOVE of God has been demonstrated toward us in this:   

while we were sinners, Christ died for us. 

 Because of the work of Jesus Christ, when we admit our sin, when we 
believe that Jesus died in our place, and when we choose to trust Jesus as our 
only hope for salvation… 

 We do NOT need to fear facing God anymore! 

 His love casts out this fear! 

 His love gives us “BOLDNESS in the day of judgment!” 

So we don’t fear God’s punishment for our sin because Jesus has 
been punished for us…in our place! 

The fear of facing God has been cast out by His love. 

So we fear God…we tremble at his majesty & power…we acknowledge His 
greatness… 
 But we’re not afraid of God. 

We see this tension played out in The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by 
C.S. Lewis. 
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Written for his goddaughter, C.S. Lewis portrays God as a Lion 
named Aslan. 

(Read from pages 75-76) 

Mr. Beaver tells the girls that Aslan is a lion—the Lion, the great 
Lion. 

 “Ooh!” said Susan, “I’d thought he was a man.  Is he—quite safe?  I 
shall feel rather nervous about meeting a lion.” 

 “That you will, dearie, and no mistake, “ said Mrs. Beaver, “if there’s 
anyone who can appear before Aslan without their knees knocking they’re 
either braver than most or else just silly.” 

“Then he isn’t safe?” said Lucy. 

“Safe?” said Mr. Beaver.  “Don’t you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells you?  Who 
said anything about safe?  ‘Course he isn’t safe.  But he’s good.  
He’s the King, I tell you.” 

Let us learn to fear God but not be afraid of Him. 
Let us be God-fearing men, God-fearing women… 
 Who never lose the concept of God’s Greatness, His Majesty (Whoah!) 
 Who regard God and submit to His Word in all our ways. 

Acts 9:31 (NKJV) 
And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the 

Holy Spirit, they were multiplied. 

Like the early church did in today’s passage from Acts 9, 
May Pathway Church be multiplied as we WALK in the FEAR OF 

THE LORD and in the COMFORT OF HIS HOLY SPIRIT. 

 Prayer 
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SAY ONLY IF WE HAVE PRAYER PEOPLE - We have a prayer team 
coming to the front to pray with you for any need or opportunity in 
your life. Your greatest need is Jesus. They would be happy to show 
you how to be saved today 

1.  Get Connected–  
•       If you’d like to find out more about our church or find out more 
about our various ministries, please fill out a Get Connected card 
by texting “GET CONNECTED” to 75787.   
   
2.  Care Ministries –  
•      If you are struggling, we are here to help.  

•      Our Care Ministries offer many groups that are safe and 
confidential to make it easier for people to find freedom with 
issues that are keeping them stuck in their lives.  

•      Beginning in March two of these groups, Celebrate Recovery and 
Men’s Conquer, which is a sexual integrity group, will be meeting 
on campus Tuesday nights with childcare provided.  

•      For more information about these groups or to find out about 
Care Coaches who provided one on one confidential support for 
life’s struggles, stop by the Hub or visit the Care Page on our 
website pathwaychurch.life. 

3.  Youth Ministries moving to one night – Wednesday Nights 

•       Beginning Wednesday, March 3, Senior High will move their 
midweek gathering to Wednesday nights. 
•       This allows our youth ministries of PW45 (for 4th and 5th grade), 
Jr. High and Sr. High to be on the same night of the week. 
•       We’re excited to see how God will continue to bless these 
midweek ministries.  

4.  Family Movie Night and Blood Drive – Friday, March 5 
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•       Join us for a FREE Drive-In double feature of Monsters, Inc. 1 & 
2 on Friday, March 5. The movies begin at 4pm and we will have 
food and snacks available for purchase. 
•       During the movies we will also have stations ready for people to 
donate blood – should they so choose. This is totally optional. 
•       There is no registration needed for the movies. If you’re 
interested in giving blood, please 
email hello@pathwaychurch.life so we can reserve a spot for you. 

5.  Offering - 

•       We could not continue our ministries without you.  
•       Thank you for your faithful giving. 
•        If you’d like to give an offering or tithe today you can: 

o   Give online by going to our website 
PathwayChurch.life OR 

o   Text “GIVE NOW” to 75787 OR 

o   Mail in your offering. 
•       OR, if you’re onsite you can drop off your offering in the lobby 
in our offering boxes. 

6.  Bill back next week 

•       Pastor Bill has been sick the last few weeks but he is feeling better 
and he plans on being back in the pulpit next week. Let’s keep all 
our friends and family members in prayer who may be ill during this 
very difficult time. 

7.   “…Great God…” 

•       Thank you so much for joining us today. 
•       Don’t forget as you go through your week that you have a 
GREAT GOD. He is with you every step that you take and the 
joy of the Lord is your strength. 

 11

mailto:hello@pathwaychurch.life

