
The End of the World: 
A Study In Revelation

Chapter 12
Satan and Israel

This is the one chapter of Revelation that deals with events of the past, present, and future. It begins with 
OT events, passes through the NT, and ends in the book of Revelation, revealing the future. Satan is 
identified and his hatred of Israel is exposed,
Revelation 1:19(KJV) 
19Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be 
hereafter; 
Revelation 12:1-17(KJV) 
1And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her 
feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:  

• Who is this woman and what does she represent? Some have said she is the church, but she clearly 
represents the nation of Israel. Here description is consistent with Joseph’s dream in Genesis 

37:9(NIV) 9Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had 
another dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 
Joseph here describes his family bowing down to him, including his father Israel. There are twelve 
stars in Rev. 12:1 because Joseph is now included in that number.

2And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. 
• Israel endured many generations of suffering, waiting for the birth of the Messiah

3And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and 

ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 4And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and 
did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for 
to devour her child as soon as it was born.  

• The dragon is Satan
• The third part of the stars refers to angels who fell with Lucifer.

• 2 Peter 2:4(KJV) 4For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and 
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; 

• The child of the woman is Jesus

• Genesis 3:15(NIV) 15And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 

offspring£ and hers; he will crush£ your head, and you will strike his heel.”
• Satan, operating through Herod, tried to destroy Jesus after His birth

• Wise Men - Matthew 2:10-11(NIV) 10When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11On coming 
to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. 
Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of 
myrrh. 

• Matthew 2:13-16(KJV) 13And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth 
to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, 
and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.  
14When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt:  
15And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord 

by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. 16Then Herod, when he saw that he 



was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that 
were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the 
time which he had diligently inquired of the wise men. 

5And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was 
caught up unto God, and to his throne. 

• Refers to Jesus, who was caught up to God after 40 days of post-resurrection ministry

• Acts 1:9-11(KJV) 9And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and 

a cloud received him out of their sight. 10And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he 

went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 11Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, 
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, all 
so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.

6And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed 
her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days. 

• Israel flees the antichrist who seeks to destroy her. This wilderness is not a barren place, but one 
with abundant food: enough for 3.5 years

• Matthew 24:15-17(KJV) 15When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of 
by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)  
16Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: 17Let him which is on the housetop 
not come down to take any thing out of his house: 

7And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought 

and his angels, 8And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.  9And the great 
dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he 

was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 10And I heard a loud voice saying in 
heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: 
for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.  

• These verses are historical in nature. John reveals what happened when Satan lost access to 
heaven.

• Job 1:6 shows satan having access to God Job 1:6(KJV) 6Now there was a day when the sons of 
God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them. 

• Zech 3:1 shows that satan is in the earth Zechariah 3:1(KJV) 1And he showed me Joshua the high 
priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. 

• Jesus identified what happened sometime between Job and Zech.

• Luke 10:18-19(KJV) 18And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.  
19Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the 
enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 

• Satan was cast out of heaven at the conclusion of the angel war before Jesus came to the earth at 
Bethlehem

11And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved 
not their lives unto the death. 

• This verse describes how people will come to know Jesus during the second half of the tribulation, 
when angels will preach the Gospel message

12Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the 



sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a 
short time.  

• Satan knows he has limited time, so he increases his persecutions and attacks on Israel
13And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought 
forth the man child.  

• The woman is identified as Israel, therefore subject to massive persecution
14And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her 
place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent. 

• Israelites flown to locations all over the earth where they will hide out for 3 ½ years
• Could possibly be the US (wings of a great eagle-Airlift) (US in prophecy?)

• Ezekiel 38:13-14(KJV) 13Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all the young 
lions thereof, shall say unto thee, Art thou come to take a spoil? hast thou gathered thy company 
to take a prey? to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to take a great spoil? 
14Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say unto Gog, Thus saith the Lord GOD; In that day when 
my people of Israel dwelleth safely, shalt thou not know it? 

• Merchants of Tarshish (Spain – first to Florida) – young lions –British empire (US, Australia, 
South Africa) .(Great Britain takes over former Spanish possessions)

15And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be 
carried away of the flood.  

• Antichrist a great orator, able to move men with his words –his mouth

• Daniel 11:36(KJV) 36And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and 
magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and 
shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done. 

• 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12(KJV) 8And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall 
consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:  
9Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying 

wonders,  10And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they 

received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11And for this cause God shall send 

them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 12That they all might be damned who 
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

• The flood of water mentioned in vs 15 is the flood of words from the antichrist to convince the 
bastions’ that are hiding the Jews to give them up
16And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood 
which the dragon cast out of his mouth.  

• The nations where the Jews are hiding will not reveal their hiding places, defying the words of the 
antichrist

17And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which 
keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.

• The Jews that remain (the remnant) have all accepted Jesus 

• Romans 11:25-26(KJV) 25For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, 
lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the 

fulness of the Gentiles be come in.  26And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall 
come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 


