
IEPs Based on the DLM Essential Elements 
Activity 3 

Short-term Objectives 
Directions: Draw a line between the annual IEP Goal and the short-term objective 
that best relates to it.  

ELA Annual IEP Goals

1. Given a topic of interest, the student will 
use 2 or more sources to gather information 
about the topic and present the information 
for at least 3 different topics across the IEP 
cycle. 

2. Given teacher made texts about personal 
experiences, the student will identify 2 or 
more familiar people, places, or objects in 5 
different texts by the end of this IEP cycle. 

3. Given a choice of 3 or more familiar topics, 
the student will make a selection and write 
her opinion about the topic for at least 5 
different topics by the end of this IEP cycle. 

4. During shared reading of a familiar text, 
the student will contribute to class 
discussion by asking and answering 2 or 
more questions about details for 5 different 
texts by the end of this IEP cycle. 

Short-Term Objectives (STO)—
ELA

STO A. Given teacher made texts about 
personal experiences, the student will 
identify 1 familiar person in 3 different texts 
by the end of the first 9-week grading 
period. 

STO B. During shared reading of a familiar 
text, the student will contribute to class 
discussion by answering 1 question about 
details for 3 different texts by the end of the 
first 9-week grading period. 

STO C. Given a topic of interest, the student 
will gather information from 1 source and 
present 1 or more facts for at least 2 topics 
by the end of the second 9-week grading 
period.

STO D. Given a choice of 2 familiar topics, 
the student will make a selection and write 
whether the topic is liked or disliked for at 
least 3 different topics by the end of the 
second 9-week grading period. 
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Math Annual IEP Goals

1. Given 2 sets of objects or numerals to 
compare, student will indicate whether one 
set is more, less or equal to another with 80% 
accuracy in at least 5 trials by the end of this 
IEP cycle. 

2. Given standard tools such as a scale, 
measuring cup and a ruler, student will 
measure mass, volume and length of objects 
with 80% accuracy in 5 trials by the end of 
the IEP cycle. 

3. Given a repeated pattern with either 
objects or numerals, student will correctly 
predict what comes next at least 5 times by 
the end of the IEP cycle. 

4. Given a two-dimensional shape, student 
will be able to identify the shape as well as 
the attributes that define it for at least 3 
different shapes by the end of the IEP cycle. 

Short-Term Objectives (STO)—
Math

STO A. Given a repeated pattern of 2 shapes 
that each have a different color, student will 
correctly predict what shape comes next at 
least 5 times by the end of the first 9-week 
grading period 

STO B. Given a 12 inch ruler, student will 
measure the length of objects indicating the 
closest inch at least 5 times by in a one-
week period.

STO C. Given a two-dimensional triangle and 
square, student will be able to identify each 
shape well as one of its defining attributes 
with 80% accuracy in 4 out of 5 trials by the 
end of the second 9-week grading period.

STO D.  Given 1 large set and 1 small set of 
objects to compare, student will indicate 
which set has more and which set has less 
with 80% accuracy in at least 5 trials by the 
end of the first 9-week grading period. 
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