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made sexual overtures to her and suggested 
she sleep with donors. In a Facebook post, 
de Grey denied the allegations, but wrote 
that he had written 17-year-old Deming 
an email “inadvisedly, for sure, and which 
I unreservedly regret.” He wrote that he 
would say more after the investigation is 
finished, adding, “I have nothing to hide.” 
De Grey has promoted ideas that many 
aging researchers consider outlandish, 
such as that the human life span can be 
extended to 1000 years. 

Haiti’s fault zone strikes again 
NATURAL DISASTERS |  A magnitude 
7.2 earthquake that struck Haiti on 14 August 
killed more than 1400 people. The quake’s 
source was the Enriquillo-Plantain Garden 
fault zone, a grinding east-west divide 
between the North American and Caribbean 
tectonic plates that also generated Haiti’s 
2010 magnitude 7 strike, which killed up to 
300,000 people. Changes in stress loads from 
the 2010 rupture likely helped cause the new 
quake, and more may be likely in years to 
come, researchers say; during the 1700s and 
1800s, the fault was the likely source of four 
major earthquakes. Haiti’s limited build-
ing codes and lax enforcement left its many 
masonry buildings especially vulnerable to 
earthquake damage.

Academies’s conflicts knocked 
ETHICS |  The  U.S. National Academies 
of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine 
(NASEM) faces criticism after Kaiser Health 
News revealed last week that the organiza-
tion had not disclosed drugmaker payments 
or donations to itself or two authors of its 
recent report on pharmaceutical waste. In 
2019, Congress commissioned NASEM to 
study the waste created when companies 
ship products in large vials that can’t be 
resealed after first use, leading to millions 
of dollars in medications being thrown away 
annually. In a report released in February, 
a 14-member NASEM committee recom-
mended the government not try to recoup 
the value of those medicines from drug com-
panies. NASEM checks whether its report 
authors have current conflicts of interest at 
the time of a study, but the report doesn’t 
disclose that in recent years one commit-
tee member held a paid board position 
at a pharmaceutical corporation, another 
received paid consulting income from 
multiple drug companies, and NASEM itself 
has accepted millions in donations from 
drugmakers. NASEM said it is in the process 
of implementing a new conflict-of-interest 
policy this fall and might require disclosing 
such past ties.

Imposter feelings amid ‘brilliance’
WORKPLACE   |  Scientists and other 
academics who believe innate talent is a 
prerequisite for success in their field are 
more likely to doubt their abilities, and the 
problem disproportionately affects women, 
particularly those from underrepresented 
racial and ethnic groups, a study has found. 
The research follows up on a 2015 finding, 
published in Science, that fewer women 
graduate with Ph.D.s in fields such as math 
and physics that are seen as valuing sheer 
brilliance over hard work. In the new study, 
researchers surveyed nearly 5000 graduate 
students, postdocs, medical residents, and 
faculty members in science, engineering, and 
humanities at nine U.S. universities; they 
found that women in fields that value bril-
liance were more likely to report feeling like 

imposters than their male peers. The study 
underscores the need for academic depart-
ments to actively welcome scholars from all 
backgrounds and not send messages that 
might make some question whether they 
belong, write the researchers this month in 
the Journal of Educational Psychology.

IN FOCUS  Parasitic ciliates cover a species of 
crustacean (Eulimnogammarus verrucosus), which 
only lives in Russia’s Lake Baikal, with white “fur” 
in this photo, a runner-up in the BMC Ecology 
and Evolution Image Competition. The infection 
was linked to water pollution from industry and 
tourism around Lake Baikal—the world’s largest 
freshwater lake and a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site—that weakened the crustacean’s immune 
system. Such infections are fatal.

1 in 2700
Risk that the asteroid Bennu will 

collide with Earth in the year 2181, the 
highest in the next 300 years, a new 

NASA-sponsored study found. Among 
known asteroids, Bennu is considered 
one of the most likely to strike Earth.
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