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Minutes of the Bluntisham Parish Council Meeting 

 Wednesday 1st August 2018 at 8.00pm in The Village Hall, Mill Lane, 

Bluntisham 
Present: Chairman Mr Mark Berg, Mr Frank Hudson, Mrs Cynthia Curtis, Mr Rob Gore, Mrs 

Philippa Hope & Mrs Tracey Davidson (Clerk) 

Also present:  13 x member of the public & Cllr Jon Neish  

 Open forum  

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and opened the forum.   

A member of the public wanted to thank Philippa Hope for attending the Local Plan 

hearing at HDC and for defending the case put forward from the parish council so well.  

This was seconded by several other members of the public.  Thanks also to Darren Young 

and Paul Davis for their input as well.  Further detail of the next stage can be found in the 

minutes below. 

Thanks to Andrew Wager for cutting the hedges along Meeting Walk to keep the 

footpaths clear. 

Meeting opened at 8.04pm 

 

79  Dispensation Forms received & decisions given - None  

80  Declarations of interest for items on the agenda – Mrs Philippa Hope pecuniary interest 

item 90 BACS run 20th July.   

 

81  Apologies for absence – Mr Martin Crowhurst, Mrs Kathy Searle, Mr Gary James, Cllr 

Steve Criswell.  No contact from Cllr Besley 

 

82  Planning: 

• E/3003/18CM –  Philippa Hope discussed the application and concerns with 

20,000 additional lorry movements over the 7-8 year period, which works out at 

approximately 8 per day.  Although the PC agreed the additional vehicles are not 

ideal they are happy with the application and recommend APPROVAL subject to 

the following conditions: 

Vehicle movements between 10 – 2pm and no vehicle movements at the 

weekends. 

 Post meeting note: HCV have advised the figures quoted were incorrect and the 

 20,000 movements is per year and not the duration of the project.  Based on this 

 information the PC voted to REJECT the application and have submitted these 

 comments to CCC. 

• Informal update following Local Plan Hearing – see appendix 1 for the 

summary report which has been printed and delivered to each household in 

Bluntisham.  The PC will attend the next session in September and will report any 

updates in due course. 

• 18/01359/HHFUL - Philippa Hope and the clerk attended a site visit on 27th July 

and confirmed the proposal will not impact on any neighbour and recommended 

the application be APPROVED.  (Proposed Philippa Hope, seconded Rob Gore.  

All agreed.) 

• 17/01015/OUT – the PC discussed the amended plans submitted for this 

application and listened to concerns from neighbours and continue to recommend 

this application is REFUSED based on the following reasons: 

Rural exception land – no commercial development is permitted 

Number of affordable units doesn’t comply with rural exception 
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regulations 

Despite DMC advising this application is to be decided in conjunction with 

17/01785/FUL – this is not reflected in the amendments  

Concerns with flooding due to original drainage pipes having been cut 

Overhead power lines & concerns with where the additional services will 

be connected 

Bluntisham still remains as a small settlement and is not a Local Service 

Centre yet and the Local Plan 2036 is under review 

Previous reasons for refusal still remain 

(Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded Mr Rob Gore.  All agreed.) 

• 18/01440/HHFUL – The PC are happy for the wall to be replaced as it is now 

classed as dangerous, however, they would like to see it rebuilt as it is with the 

step and also would like to see the magnolia tree protected and retained.  Both are 

features of the village and have been for many years.  A vote to APPROVE the 

application (Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded Mr Frank Hudson.  All 

agreed with the exception of Mr Rob Gore who abstained) 

• 18/01441/LBC - The PC are happy for the wall to be replaced as it is now classed 

as dangerous, however, they would like to see it rebuilt as it is with the step and 

also would like to see the magnolia tree protected and retained.  Both are features 

of the village and have been for many years.  A vote to APPROVE the application 

(Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded Mr Frank Hudson.  All agreed with the 

exception of Mr Rob Gore who abstained.) 

83  Minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated 4th July to be approved and signed by 

the Chairman – The minutes were signed by the Chairman.  (Proposed Mr Rob Gore, 

seconded Mr Frank Hudson.  All agreed.) 

 

84  Matters arising from previous minutes not on the agenda – None.  

85  County Council & District Council reports: 

Cllr Criswell emailed the following: Please accept my apologies. I have a meeting at HDC. 
By way of a cycle path update you will have noticed how the last section has been painstakingly 

slow. The utilities are so shallow, digging is being done by hand. Also we are waiting for the Post 

box to be moved before that section can be surfaced.  Should be completed over next 2 weeks. 
 

Cllr Neish read the following report:  A meeting of the full council took place on 25th July. 

A rather lengthy and somewhat bizarre full council. Where, what appeared to be a distinct 

lack of understanding from a St Neots Councillor whose tabled motion to compulsory 

purchase The Falcon at St Neots was amended to do, whatever is legally possible, to deal 

with this eyesore in the Market square. This took over an hour and a half of debate and 

ended with a solution that can be taken forward to hopefully resolve this issue.  The 

Chairman gave a State of the District Council update. There is plenty of positive things 

going on with plans to tackle areas of concern. The opposition members responded (I’ll 

leave it at that).  One of the main concerns, which effect all of us, is the council tax. 

Government grant is gradually being phased out. Creative ways to keep the Council tax 

low for Huntingdonshire are being explored to try and keep us as one of the lowest 

increasing authorities in the country. But external forces such as recycling are not helping. 

HDC’s waste disposal budget is over spent mainly due to the contamination of recycling 

being collected and we will be looking at ways to vastly reduce this. 

 

Planning. 

The New Local plan is now with the inspectorate and his initial meetings to gather 

information have taken place and will resume in September.  The Inspector will not 

confirm if the plan is sound till he concludes all his sessions. But no news seems to be 

good news (to HDC). The Full council agreed that delegated powers can be used to 

modify the plan if the Inspector recommends any.  The committee that seems to be most 
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of interest to PC’s is DMC and a quick update since my last report.  Due to strong legal 

advice (and without and up to date local plan) the Committee agreed not to appeal against 

the 199 dwelling at Little Paxton as they would have no chance of winning the case 

despite the committees’ previous decision to fight it. This was agreed.  Plans for a 

crematorium on A141 were deferred for more traffic information. 

Other planning issues:  

The Sunrise /Barleycroft site has finally been given approval following some intervention 

and pressure to resolve by Bluntisham Parish Council and myself. This should mean 

proactive enforcement of the site (including overcrowding and waste) which can now be 

more actively persuade. 

And finally on planning the team have been bolstered by recruitment of officers to fill 

vacancies and the vacant post of enforcement officer is currently being advertised (any 

takers)! 

Other items of note   

I took an official guided visit to the A14 last week.   Simply to say it was fascinating how 

its progressing (on target) and I’m all sure we look forward to its targeted completion in 

2020. 

 

FIXED PENALTY NOTICES TO BE ISSUED FOR LITTERING FROM 

VEHICLES 

From 1 August 2018, delegated officers from Huntingdonshire District Council will have 

the authority to issue Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) of £150 to the registered keeper of a 

vehicle from which litter has been thrown.  At the Council’s Licensing and Protection 

Committee held on 20 June 2018, it was unanimously agreed that the Council would adopt 

the powers available under The Littering from Vehicles Outside London (Keepers: Civil 

Penalties) Regulations 2018 to enable designated officers to deal with incidents of this 

nature. 

Litter blights the landscape and has a negative impact on our communities.  Sadly it has 

become commonplace to see the verges of our local roads, as well as the dual 

carriageways running through the District strewn with litter which has been discarded 

without a thought for the environment or those that will be responsible for picking it up. 

Between 1 April 2017 and 31 March 2018, the Council’s Street Cleansing Teams removed 

55.6 tonnes of discarded litter from the roads and highways that fall within the 

responsibility of the District Council.  This is time and money that could be spent 

elsewhere in the District if litter was not such a big issue. 

The introduction of the FPN is just one part of a bigger plan to raise awareness of the 

issues associated with littering, and to encourage our communities and those using the 

District’s road networks to act responsibly and take their litter home.  From 1 August 

2018, following any report of littering from a vehicle, the registered keeper will be issued 

with an FPN of £150.  Non-payment of the FPN within the payment period will result in it 

automatically doubling to £300.  
Councillor Beuttell, Executive Councillor for Operations and Regulation said: “The road 

networks operating throughout Huntingdonshire are well used as link roads as well as for 

local commuting. There is extensive use by national haulage companies and this is an 

opportunity to work with them as well as car drivers to ensure that they understand that 

littering within our District will not be tolerated. 

 

The Chairman asked Cllr Neish if HDC are considering a 3 weekly waste collection which 

has been discussed in the national press this week.  Cllr Neish confirmed that the entire 

service is being looked at and savings have to be made. 

 

The clerk has not heard from Cllr Besley.  

86  Doctors Rent review – due to the sensitivity of this subject and the potential impact on  
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staff this item was deferred to be discussed as a closed item. 

87  SLCC & ALCC membership – the PC voted to continue with this membership for the 

clerk at a cost of £165 SLCC & £30 ALCC.  (Proposed Mr Rob Gore, seconded Mrs 

Cynthia Curtis.  All agreed.) 

 

88  FY2017/18 Accounts to end July 2018 –   

Mrs Philippa Hope went through the accounts and advised it was a very average month.  

The SID has been paid for from the LHI reserves allocated for 18/19 as agreed.  Projected 

figures show a potential surplus of £6k, however, there are known maintenance problems 

to be fixed at the village hall. 

Income July - £2694.05 

Expenditure July - £5643.07 

Bank Balance: £33698.82 

(Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded Mr Rob Gore.  All agreed.) 

 

89  Authorise purchase orders – no purchase orders to be authorised.  

90  Accounts for payment for July  

• BACS run 20th July- £2028.82 authorised by Mr Rob Gore & Mrs Kathy Searle   

• BACS run 31st July - £3226.03 authorised by Mrs Philippa Hope & Mrs Cynthia 

Curtis 

 (Proposed Mr Rob Gore, seconded Mrs Cynthia Curtis.  All agreed.) 

 

91  Village Maintenance & Events: 

• Trees quotes – the clerk shared the quotes received for the work confirmed at the 

last meeting: 

Cambridge Trees Ltd - £400 + VAT 

Global Tree Solutions Ltd - £550 + VAT 

Colne Nursery - £250 

It was agreed to appoint the work to Colne Nursery however, a date for the work 

must be agreed and scheduled early September.  (Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, 

seconded Mrs Cynthia Curtis.  All agreed with the exception of Mr Rob Gore who 

abstained.) 

• Cycle path open BBQ – agreed that there isn’t enough time to organise this with 

the volunteers available.  The PC would like to formally thank CCC & Cllr 

Criswell for their efforts with this project and encourage all to use the cyclepath.   

• Replacement pump – village hall.  The clerk shared the quotes received for the 

replacement pump needed for the waste at the village hall: 

PPV - £2929 + VAT & £310 pa service contract 

New Haden Pumps £2250 + VAT & £350 pa service contract 

It was agreed to appoint New Haden Pumps for the installation and service 

contract on this occasion.  Mrs Philippa Hope advised the expenditure should 

come out of the VH maintenance & equipment line.  (Proposed Mr Rob Gore, 

seconded Mr Frank Hudson.  All agreed.) 

 

92  Committee updates: 

• Allotment – Mr Frank Hudson advised that one plot holder has informed him that 

he will be giving the plot up at the end of September.  The clerk hasn’t received 

any formal confirmation of this.  The clerk advised that another plot holder has 

written to advise she is giving up her plot.  The clerk has placed a facebook advert 

advising of available plots and has had 2 people express their interest.  The AGM 

has been agreed to be held on Saturday 6th October at 10am in the village hall. 

• Finance – Mrs Philippa Hope advised the meeting was brief and the only concern 

was the VH pumps.   

• Updates from Mrs M Lumb –the clerk read out the summary received from Mrs 

Lumb: 

Road safety will be contacting surrounding PC’s to request a member to attend a 

 

 

Clerk 
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meeting with district and county councillors to decide on the next steps in the 

campaign for safety measures at Wheatsheaf crossroads.  The PC asked if there is 

an expectation that local parishes contribute to the funding of a road improvement 

and if ENVAR will be involved in this meeting and contribution.  Mrs Lumb 

advised that road safety hopes that a joint LHI could be submitted however 

ENVAR have advised they would support any improvements but are not in a 

position to be able to contribute financially. 

HCV are having a meeting on 2nd August to discuss the application E/3003/18CM 

as there are concerns with the increased vehicle movements. 

93  Correspondence received: 

• FOSH – thanked the PC for the loan of the marquee again and for supporting the 

Party in the Park which raised just under £3000. 

• Martin Graves – ENVAR replied to the concern raised regarding the recent smells.  

See appendix 2 for the full reply. 

• Becky Ford – Horizons Learning Federation replied to the PC concerns raised 

about the availability of school places for this school year.  The following spaces 

were confirmed: 

EYFS – 26 places confirmed & 4 spaces 

Year 1 – 24 places taken & 6 spaces 

Year 2 – 17 places taken & 13 spaces 

• Paul Nelson – Public Transport Manager updated the PC on the local bus service 

from March 2019.  Appendix 3 shows the detail. 

• Phone conversation re plaque – the clerk is to confirm the bench is not suitable for 

a commemorative plaque.  It is possible that other benches that are not dedicated 

would be considered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

94  Items for consideration (for information only) 

Mr Rob Gore asked if a quarterly planning enforcement update could be included as 

future agenda items.   

Mrs Philippa Hope asked if an open morning could be arranged for October.  The clerk is 

to arrange a suitable date. 

Mr Frank Hudson raised concern with a tree in St Mary’s Close outside number 8 which is 

a parish tree.  The clerk is to speak to HDC as this isn’t on the plan as a parish tree. 

Meeting closed 9.41pm   Next meeting Wednesday 5th September 

 

Clerk 

 

Clerk 

 

 

Clerk 

 

Bluntisham 100 club draw took place:  

1st place wins £50 – 35 G Mullee 

2nd place wins £30 – 7 D Moore 

3rd place wins £10 – 5 R Carter 

A few numbers remain if anyone is interested in joining the 100 club please contact 

Cynthia Curtis – BPC.cynthiacurtis@gmail.com 

 

Future Meeting dates 

Wednesday 3rd October 2018 

Wednesday 7th November 2018 

Wednesday 5th December 2018 

 


