
The Rich and Generous – 1 Timothy 6:17-19, Spiritual Disciplines Series - Giving

Have you ever done one of those fun quizzes like 'Which Superhero are you' or 'Which 
Disney Princess are you?', and you find out based on your character traits who you are most 
similar to? Well this time, I want you to think carefully about the following categories, and 
see if you can place yourselves into which group you are from the 1st century Roman world.

Are you and your family owned by some body else? Are you required to work day after day 
in their field or in their home for only basic provision of food and shelter? Do you, day upon
day work hard without receiving any income to spend on yourself? Is your life and death 
completely in the hands of your master? If you answered yes to these questions then – then 
you are a Roman slave, and possibly a prisoner of war. I hope this fits no one here.
Or do you own a small patch of land or have a labouring job or a craft? Are you illiterate, 
and refused the right to vote? Do you spend all, if not the majority of your daily income on 
feeding your family and paying your taxes? If you answered yes to this, then you are the 
what the ancient Roman world called a Plebeian. Maybe some might identify a little bit with
this one, but not many.
Or are you one who is able to vote in elections? Can you apply for any job you want? Can 
you buy and sell your goods to whoever? Can you marry who you like? Do you enjoy 
watching and competing in sports and athletic competitions and other types of  recreation? 
Can you read and write? Do you have a disposable income? If you answered yes to these 
questions, and you probably did, then you are one of the Patricians. You are the rich. And 
that is most of us here, including me.

Now, these are very simplistic categories, but I am trying to take you all, with our modern 
living standards, our wages, our medicine, our education – as we are now, and compare that 
back into the ancient world of the apostles. And as we go into the text this afternoon, we are 
in need to have this in the very front of our minds, that in comparison to how the ancient 
world, and even many in the developing world live today-we are the Patricians, the nobility. 
We live like kings. We are the rich.

As Pastor Nick introduced this new topic two weeks ago, I am the first of many men in this 
series preaching on spiritual disciplines, the application of the means of grace that God has 
given to us in his Word for our personal growth in maturity and sanctification. And as you 
can probably guess, I am talking out of 1 Timothy 6 about the discipline of giving. But how 
does the discipline of giving make a Christian more holy, how does it make us more like 
Christ? This might sound like what many in the world today accuse the churches of, and my
sermon today is just another clever marketing ploy to try and fleece you of your hard earned
cash. And this reputation of money-hungry religion has some credibility. 500 years ago, the 
Roman Catholics traveled the countryside of Europe, selling indulgences to get your 
relatives out of purgatory, trading relics and selling church offices to finance the building 
lavish papal palaces-the most famous of which was St Peters Basilica, built at what would 
cost today of around 8-10 billion dollars. In more modern times, we hear of prosperity 
preachers promising miraculous healings, the conceiving of children, the breaking of 
addictions, or immediate financial success if you just take a step of faith and donate $200 to 
their ministry / personal entertainment fund. But, as Paul says in 2 Corinthians 2:17, we are 
not peddlers of God's word. I mentioned only a few examples, but there are and have been 
many false and blasphemous ways to peddle God's word for financial gain. There was in 



Paul's time, there will be in ours. The love of money, as we heard earlier, is at the root of all 
kinds of evil. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith. But 
does this abuse mean we should cast the discipline of giving aside? When you hear of a 
husband abusing his wife, you don't throw out marriage completely do you? Of course not. 
Likewise, with this means of grace – although it is abused, and many of you may have come
from churches who may have seriously abused this – it only stresses the necessity to get it 
right, not to neglect it all together.

Now, let us read 1 Timothy 6:17 together:

 'As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes 
upon the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy'.

Paul is giving Timothy some advice as he ministers in the Roman world, and sounds three 
warning alarms to wealthy Christians in the local churches he has been planting. He gives 
them 3 warnings; not to be haughty, not to set their hopes on riches, and to set their hopes on
God. Proverbs 28:11 says 'The rich man is wise in his own eyes', and that is the temptation 
of us today, isn't it. This is the very same problem of parable that Jesus told in Luke 12. It 
was of the prosperous man who looked at his grain and said 'I need more storage space to 
build for my grain, then I will say to my soul, you can rest for many years to come, and eat 
and drink and be merry'. What did God say? 'You fool! You trusted in the hope of riches, but
tonight your soul is required and you have nothing to offer. And listen to how Jesus ends to 
parable: 'So is the one who lays up treasure for himself is not rich toward God'.
This is why Paul gives these warnings here to the rich, to warn them to not think of 
themselves higher than they ought to, to trust not in riches but in God. In fact, God has 
provided everything for you. Everything has come from God. Psalm 24:1 says 'The earth is 
the Lords and the fullness thereof'. That ute, that new rifle, that house, that patch of land you
farm, it will one day no longer be yours. You will no longer own it, somebody else will. 
Why do the we, the rich, need reminding of this? Because we so often set our hopes in the 
comfort, the stuff, the material possessions that we have. It takes our mind away from 
eternal God, and back into the carnal things of present. Paul calls these riches uncertain for a
reason. 

Now, to balance these warnings, Paul has given some works as a litmus test for Timothy to 
test if the wealthy Christians are heeding his warnings. Read with me, 

1 Timothy 6:18 ' They (the rich) are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous 
and be ready to share'.

The first phrase, The rich are to do good. Well that's very self explanatory. I hope that is 
evident in your life regardless. And he narrows it down further. The rich are to be rich in 
good works. That's a bit better. Those wealthy in possessions should be known as wealthy in
works. How does the world often portray the rich in movies and on TV? As scrooges, 
miserable and mean-spirited, keeping a meticulous account of every last penny. Not so with 
Christians whom God has blessed with wealth. The rich are not to be obsessed with their 
possessions, rather they should be obsessed with good works. I'm thinking of the story of 
the Centurion who came to Jesus to ask for the healing of his servant. How is the Centurion,
a representation of the oppressive Roman Empire which prevents the Jewish people from 



living freely in their land, how is he described by the Jews who knew him? They say to 
Jesus, “This centurion is worthy...because he is the one who built us our synagogue'. The 
Roman Centurion, no doubt a wealthy and influential man, was known foremost by his good
works. 

Then this next phrase really drills down into the purpose of this verse. Paul is taking aim at 
that which is often of greatest concern to us: and that is our material wealth. The exhortation
is very simple, to be generous. With what? Well, with the wealth that he has established that 
God already owns, and has blessed you to steward well. Notice what is not said. Paul does 
not say, 'You must give $10.' He doesn't say 'you must give $100'. He doesn't even say, to 
the shock of many, 'you must give 10% of your net income'. And this is frustrating to the 
legalists inside of us, isn't it. We want to know a specific amount or percentage so that we 
can tick that box, clear our conscience so we can spend the rest of our disposable income on 
our own pleasure, totally guilt free. But, are Christians required to tithe? The word tithe is 
an old English word regarding a tenth, referring to the Old Testament practice (remembering
these were mostly farmers) of giving a portion of their land or flocks or vineyards to God. 
These tithes were eaten during a feast of the Lord, or given to the fatherless, widows and 
those in the priesthood. More than one tithe were required of the Israelites depending on the 
year, and the total average tithes each year would have been around 23.5%, with free-will 
offerings on top of this. I would encourage you to consider this in light of the words of Jesus
who said that our righteousness must exceed that of the Pharisees, who followed the tithing 
law so meticulously they even tithed the wild herbs that grew in their vege gardens.

So, rather than a concrete law, the Bible gives us some other principles to take into account 
when interpreting the word generous. One helpful principal to take into account is in 1 
Corinthians 16:2, where giving is in the context as 'each man may prosper'. So a young 
teenager working his first job may give more sacrificially in the sight of God than a 
millionaire thoughtlessly pledging a token amount of a thousand dollars. One who has little 
wealth may instead have time to offer, or a specific service or a possession. As God has 
blessed you, so bless others.

Another can be found in 2 Corinthians 9:8, where it is written: 

'Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver'.

Surely it is out of the well of gratitude of what God has done for us hopeless sinners that 
flows the cheerful generosity the Paul is describing here. Does this describe you? Does your
heart rejoice in the giving up of your wealth and possessions, or is it more described by 
feelings of reluctance and compulsion. A weighty question I must admit, I ask of myself in 
the same breath as I ask it of you.  

Right, Matt, you may be asking, you have stirred my soul to give generously, but who am I 
to give to? Its an important question now a days, as religious and non-religious people have 
a buffet of good causes and charities to support. But, whatever I say next, it must be filtered 
through Paul's strong command to Timothy in the previous Chapter, chapter 5 verse 8. 'If 
anyone does not provide for his relatives, he has denied the faith and is worse than an 
unbeliever.' Thus, the next command of God, is giving to those who minister to you for your



sake. There are some who expect the labour of our elders and pastors over us should be free,
and they are often the kind who do not think highly of commitment to a local church. The 
gospel is free, but the electricity bill is not. Again in 1 Timothy, Paul says 

'Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honour, especially those who 
labour in preaching and teaching. For the Scriptures say, “You shall not muzzle an ox when 
you tread out the grain”, and the “labourer deserves his wages”. 

And again  in 1 Corinthians 9:4-7:

'Do we (as ministers of the gospel to you) not have the right to eat and drink? Do we not 
have the right to take along a believing wife, as do the other apostles and the brothers of the 
Lord and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from working 
for a living? Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard without 
eating its fruit? Or who tends a flock without getting some of its milk?”

In other words, those who have been called by God to minister over you, through the 
preaching of the word and prayer, these men and their families ought to receive support 
from those who they minister to. And this ministry of the word and the advancement of the 
kingdom of God is the Christian's top-most priority in giving. So, in layman's terms, your 
family first and your local church second. I appreciate the words of the HeartCry Missionary
Society, which literally has this very warning above their donation information on their 
website: 

Please do not send financial support to this ministry if you are not being faithful in 
giving to your local church. 

If you do not know of HeartCry, this is perhaps one of the most front-line missionary 
ministries which seeks the spreading of the Gospel and planting of local churches  across the
most unreached and far flung places on the planet, totally supported by donations from 
Christians and yet they do not want any funds from you if you are not at least following 
God's commands to support your own elders.

The third group mentioned within the book of Timothy is the poor, namely widows, those 
especially vulnerable groups of society. Giving to the poor for general or specific needs was 
well practiced in the early church. We see in the book of Acts the Apostle Paul collecting 
throughout the churches for the church in Jerusalem who were suffering under a famine. 
Here at Covenant Grace, we have an almoners fund, collected the first Sunday on every 
month. This follows the practice of Acts 5-6, where the contributions to the early church 
were distributed to those in need by godly men. On top of this, if God has you are blessed 
with extra discretionary income, parachurch ministries, charities, mercy ministries, food 
banks, homeless shelters, hospitals and many others are all worthy causes seeking the 
common material good of fellow man. 

So, now I have outlined the who - how should it be done? Can we just invite our ministers 
over for a meal, then give them an envelope full of cash as they walk out the door? Of 
course not. Do we instead rely on the funding of churches from the government, and our 
elders and deacons are public servants paid through your taxes? That makes the baptist 



within us shudder a bit. So how should it be done? Most of you here will know that most 
churches in New Zealand have an offering time when the funny felt bags with the wooden 
handles are passed around the entire congregation while soft music plays in the background.
Have you ever considered why its in the service where the worship of God is the main 
priority?

Listen to these words of Philippians 4:18:
“I, Paul, have received full payment and more. I am well supplied, having received from 
Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to 
God.” 

Paul uses the same language as the Bible uses to describe Old Testament sacrifices. So in 
the Apostle's mind, a financial gift for work of the ministry is for the new testament believer
a form of worship to God. And you'll probably notice the offering is taken up every week – 
should we be doing that as well? Well, it appears the New Testament church did it. 

1 Corinthians 16:1-2 “Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the 
churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. On the first day of every week, each of you is to 
put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so there will be no collecting when I 
come.'

This shows the early church practice of contributing to the ministry was planned and 
systematic. There is a time and place for specific immediate needs to be called for, like a 
collection for a natural disaster or a specific church planting goal – but it seems the thrust of
the New Testament church is thoughtful, consistent, committed giving to a needs of the 
saints and ministry of the word. 

So, if we return to our passage in 1 Timothy, we see in light of the warnings to the rich, and
some examples of the works the rich should do: what is their reward? Lets read the final 
verses in the passage together. Chapter 6:19, 

'Thus storing up treasures for themselves as a good foundation for the the future, so that 
they might take hold of that which is truly life.'

The first thing I want to point to your attention is the nature of these rewards. God has just 
promised rich Christians more treasures. But this is the building up a of foundation of 
treasures for the future, in heaven, rather than here on earth. Riches on earth are uncertain. 
The housing market could crash, the gold price could go down, the stock market could 
plummet – but where eternal treasures lie, no moth can eat or rust destroy. Remember what 
Paul said as he opening the passage? 'As for the rich in this present age...' He is speaking to 
the rich now, in this age, because there is absolutely no guarantee the rich today will be the 
rich in the age to come. 

The second nature of these rewards, is what God has promised to be received now, and that 
is we take hold of that which is truly life. Notice how individual these rewards are. The 
Apostle Paul doesn't write, 'be generous so that God's monthly giving target can be reached 
so he can be released to finally act in the world'. No! We do not worship a God who is 
depending on us and our feeble attempts to serve Him. His purposes in this world, his plan 



for your life, for Covenant Grace, for Timaru, for New Zealand will go forth regardless if 
you choose to hoard rather than be generous with the wealth God has blessed you with. So 
this last verse show the individual, sanctifying benefits that can be reaped through the 
discipline of giving. For as you give up your possessions, you can no longer trust in them. 
And isn't that the lifelong goal since the moment you were born again by the Spirit of God? 
To continuously be dying to your own selfish desires, giving up trusting in your own 
strength or in the things of this world, and be reorienting your life according to God's will 
found in His word? Giving here, is like that, because we are giving away trusting in the 
uncertain, fading riches that only promises a fleeting facade health and success – So that we 
take hold of that which is truly life! And for the most of us, this discipline is a long term, 
continuous maturity, with the cold, reluctant giving under compulsion, replaced with a 
cheerful heart, warmed by the Holy Spirit working through the word.
I can assure you, that once you take hold of Christ, and recognise what He has 
accomplished, satisfying the wrath of God for us to freely receive life eternal by faith in 
Him, there is no sacrifice too great for us to make for Him.
 
If you are a Christian here today, and you are rich in the Apostle Paul's eyes, I would 
encourage you to take stock, in meditation in prayer, consider how you are stewarding that 
which God has given you, aim to be rich in good works and generosity, and take advantage 
of this discipline of grace God has given to us so as to forsake the trap of trusting in the 
uncertainties of riches. Seek that which is truly life. If you trust the stewardship of your 
elders and deacons in your local church, give liberally, give generously, for the sake of the 
advancing of the kingdom, the preaching of the word, the sending of missionaries, the 
training of pastors, the planting of churches, the alleviation of suffering for the poor, both 
for your sanctification and for God's eternal glory.

Let us pray.


