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CHAPTER 1
SERVE GOD ONLY

 

Jesus  spoke  more  about  money  than  he  did  about  marriage,  or
heaven,  or  hell.  In  fact,  over  60 percent  of  what  Jesus  taught  was
about our attitude towards finances and stewardship. 

He taught us that money is dangerous! If you have money and depend
on it, it's dangerous. If you don't have money and crave it or see it as
your goal in life, it's also dangerous. Money has the potential to cause
great harm in our lives.  But it also has the potential to create much
good –  for  us,  and for  others.  So we need to  look  at  our  attitude
towards money and envision ourselves about our finances. 

Today there is a lot of fear about the future, especially the future of
our  finances.  The  fear  surrounding  our  need  or  lack  of  money  is
something we must always contend with. It’s not only the fear of not
having, but the fear surrounding what would happen if we give others
what we have. It’s this fear that drives us to work longer, harder, and
give up so much of our lives for the ‘bottom line’.

Are we talking about money too much? Or too little? 

Money has become a favourite topic in the Church in the last  few
decades.  We’ve all  seen and heard of  the scandals,  the issues,  the
manipulation.  Just  because  there  are  bad  examples,  however,  it
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doesn’t mean we have to avoid the topic. Sometimes we do just that,
and  the  result  is  also  dangerous,  as  we  don’t  really  know  how  to
steward our money, use our money as a tool, and be rich towards God.
Jesus did not avoid the topic,  and so neither should we.  Plus,  we
have to, sooner or later, stop talking about the bad examples and make
sure we’re not being one ourselves!

Here are some of the cultures in our day and age that compete for our
attention – and our hearts.

 A prosperity Gospel

This has become popular today – not just in America or on T.V.,
but in Africa as well. The ‘prosperity Gospel’ preaches that if
you’re spiritually mature you will be rich. It tells us that only
those  who  have  lots  of  faith  in  God  are  those  who  God
blesses.  God wants  to  make  you  rich,  and  his  methods  of
making you rich is for you to give away lots and lots of money
to  pastors,  preachers,  ministries  etc.  that  preach  that  God
wants to make you rich. The conclusion of such teaching is
that if you’re poor or just even middle-class, you don’t truly
believe God, because you’re not rich! So you spend your life
wondering if you have enough faith in God, always questioning
your  commitment  to  God,  or  (when  you  can’t  do  that
anymore) you begin to question whether or not God is truly
faithful and upholds his promises.
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 A poverty spirit

The opposite of the prosperity Gospel is the idea that being
poor is more holy than being rich. Or, in a more subtle way,
the idea that God does not want to give us good things in life
but expects us to get by with the bare minimum – after all,
since there is so much suffering in this world, isn’t it selfish to
ask God for any security or comfort? The conclusion of such
teaching or ideas is that God is a hard taskmaster and not a
loving,  generous  father. From  a  practical  perspective,  it
creates misers, not people of generosity!

 Materialism (consumerism, manipulation)

You  need  the  latest  and  greatest!  That’s  the  message
preached to us through advertising, marketing,  and in much
more subtle ways than we probably realise. We are being sold
the lie that having a big bank account and the cool cars and
clothes and all the best of everything will make us look and
feel  like  champions.  But  that  feeling  is  short-lived.  Despite
how  much  you  accumulate,  none  of  it  sorts  out  the  deep
issues we all feel of guilt of our sin and fear of the future. The
end result of materialism is that life is about economics –
the  haves  and  have-nots  –  and  it’s  not  about  much  else.
Much of our political discourse is filtered through this lens of
economics and the idea that having everything is everything.
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 Covetousness (fallen human nature) and greed

Many of our economic downturns and recessions, especially in
recent  years,  have  arguably  been  a  direct  result  of
covetousness  and  greediness,  even  among  people  who
already have so much. But even poor people can be full  of
covetousness and greediness – it’s a problem for all humans
and you can see it throughout all of history.

God wants each of us financially free, focused on him and an example
of  his  supernatural  provision,  living  out  his  Kingdom culture  in  our
finances. God wants to do so much more with you. He wants to do so
much more through his  Church – and that work is  going to require
billions. 

He  looks  to  each  of  us  for  obedience,  good  stewardship,  and
generosity - a good heart towards him, financially, and towards others.
This is a privilege and a grace. We each can take responsibility for our
part in our local church. Too much of our giving is cause-driven when it
needs to just be a natural lifestyle of worship and appreciation to God,
and love to others.

What does Kingdom financial freedom look like?

Kingdom financial freedom means that in our hearts we’ve settled the
ownership issue. God owns our hearts and, as a result, he owns our
wallets. Some people say that when you get baptised you should get
baptised with your wallet – it seems to be the one thing we don’t give
over to God! Some of us really think, “Lord, have my life, but not my
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wallet!”

Kingdom  financial  freedom  means  we  are  rich  towards  God.
Everything to do with our life – including our finances – is about giving
toward God and his purposes. Practically, it will look like this (each of
these will be covered in detail later):

 Obedience with our tithe to our local church 

 Generous towards our local church

  Generous towards the poor and people who need things

 Giving  apostolically  (giving  to  people,  ministries,  practical

needs that involve getting the Gospel out to the nations)

 General  generosity  in  all  aspects  of  life  (blessing  others,

practicing hospitality, etc.).

 Integrity and diligence in our stewardship of the money we are

given by God.

 Storing up treasures in heaven, rather than on earth.

Treasures in heaven

Matthew 6:19-24 
19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth
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and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay
up for  yourselves  treasures in  heaven,  where neither  moth nor
rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22 “The eye
is the lamp of the body. So, if  your eye is healthy, your whole
body will  be full of light,  23 but if  your eye is bad, your whole
body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness,
how great is the darkness! 24 “No one can serve two masters, for
either  he  will  hate  the  one  and  love  the  other,  or  he  will  be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and money.

What does it mean to serve money? If we can answer that, it can give
us an understanding of what it means to serve God.  When we serve
money we do all we can to maximise the benefits that money can give
us. All our decisions and actions and our thoughts revolve around this.
We’ll make all sorts of plans around this. 

What does it mean to serve God then? It means to do all you can to
maximise the benefits and pleasure you get from God in Christ.  This
includes  giving  away  your  money.  Giving  brings  great  pleasure  in
Christ, and it stores up treasures in heaven – treasures that God wants
to give us. If we want to serve God and maximise the benefits of our
salvation, which are many and multifaceted, we’ll give away our money
and live generously.  

We can only serve one or the other. Serving money and God at the
same time is not possible.  You are not the exception here. It is the
same  for  all  everywhere  and  at  all  times.  Don’t  think  you’ll  be  an
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exception – you’ll be sucked into greed and covetousness before you
realise it.

Luke 12:13-21
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who
made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them,
“Take care, and be on your guard against all  covetousness, for
one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16
And he told  them a  parable,  saying,  “The  land of  a  rich  man
produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, What shall I
do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do
this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I
will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul,
“Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat,
drink, be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, Fool! This night your
soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose
will they be?’   21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself
and is not rich toward God.”

Before  this  passage  above,  Jesus  warns  about  fear,  and  after  this
passage he warns against being anxious. See how it all relates?

Note how this man said to his soul, 'Soul, you have ample goods laid up
for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry'. He equated security and
well-being financially as the most important thing, the top priority of
his life. But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required of
you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 
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He was poor towards God. There was something more important than
finances that he needed to give his attention to! He used his finances
unwisely. It would have been better to have given his wealth away!

So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward
God. What does that mean?

 It doesn't mean you need to make God rich and give him all

your money.  What does he need your money for? He has it
all! He created it all! He is not poor or incapable! 

 It  means  you  count  God  as  your  riches. He  is  our  great

reward. He's our riches, our treasure. Live in a way so as to
maximise God as your treasure. Live in such a way as to show
that God, not money, is your treasure and top priority. 

 Then, indirectly, apply godly wisdom to your money and give.

Hebrews 13:5-6
5 Keep your life free from love of money,  and be content with
what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake
you.” 6 So we can confidently say, “The Lord is my helper; I will
not fear; what can man do to me?”

Take personal responsibility

 Are you trapped in fear when it comes to money?
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 Is God your real treasure?

 Are you financially free? 

 The true test is to apply obedience and generosity by giving!

This settles the ownership issue!
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CHAPTER 2
FEAR NOT

Peniaphobia is the fear of falling into poverty or falling even deeper
into poverty. It’s an irrational fear as many people who are scared of
becoming poor are, realistically, so very far from ever becoming poor!
But they fear it anyway!

Perhaps  more  of  us  have  peniaphobia today  than  we realise.  Fear
brings worry and anxiety.  It  cripples,  debilitates and even makes us
physically sick.

Luke 12:32-34
32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to
give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give to the
needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old,
with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief
approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also.

Obviously  the  bigger  picture  here  is  salvation,  trusting  in  God,  as
opposed to  living by this  world's  rewards.  But  the practical  picture
here points to what salvation looks like: building treasure in heaven.
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Do not be anxious
Luke 12:22-31 
22 And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be
anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about your body,
what you will put on. 23 For life is more than food, and the body
more than clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor
reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds
them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 25 And
which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span
of life? 26 If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that,
why are you anxious about the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how
they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28 But if God so
clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow
is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you
of little faith! 29 And do not seek what you are to eat and what
you are to drink,  nor be worried. 30 For all  the nations of the
world seek after these things,  and your Father knows that you
need them. 31 Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be
added to you.

We can’t really do much about having all these things, and once we
make  getting  them  our  primary  responsibility,  we’re  making  our
treasure  in  this  world  and not  in  God.  God wants  these to  be his
responsibility while we treasure him. 

Whatever you fear controls and manipulates you. Maybe you fear evil,
or the dark, or money – especially the lack of money. 
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Matthew 6:33
But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all
these things will be added to you.

With a tight relationship with God in place we can shrug off worry,
anxiety and fear, especially when it comes to money and everything
that it  can buy. What is worth more – having lots of  stuf,  or having
peace and contentment and joy? 

Three revelations of God that dispel our fears

So far we’ve seen that Jesus teaches three revelations of God that
dispel our fears. 

1. “Fear not little flock”. God is a Shepherd who will protect and
shelter us.  Not being afraid shows we treasure God as our
Shepherd.

2. God is a Father. This comes up again and again. Will a good
father not protect his children? Not give them what’s good for
them? Not be generous? Not being afraid shows we treasure
God as our Father.

3. God is the King, with a Kingdom. If he takes care of the birds
of the field, will not this king – a greater king than Solomon –
not  take care of  us and be good and generous? Not being
afraid shows we treasure God as King.
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Riches choke the word of God

Luke 8:14 
And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear,
but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and
riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature.

Our wallets run out,  but riches in  Heaven never run out! We are
called to set an example of faith in God, and people around us will see
that God is real in our lives and the most amazing treasure we could
ever have.

Riches  can  destroy  the  word  taking  root  and
bearing fruit

Luke 8:9-15
9 And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10
he said,  “To you it  has  been given to  know the secrets  of  the
kingdom of  God,  but  for  others  they  are  in  parables,  so  that
‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’
11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 The
ones along the path are those who have heard;  then the devil
comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they
may not believe and be saved.    13 And the ones on the rock are
those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these
have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall
away. 14 And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those
who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the
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cares and riches and pleasures of life,  and their  fruit does not
mature.  15  As  for  that  in  the  good  soil,  they  are  those  who,
hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and
bear fruit with patience.

The cares, riches and pleasures of this world choke the life out the
Word  of  God  taking  root  in  our  lives  and  bearing  fruit.  They  are
distractions and compete for our attention. They replace the value of
the Word of God in our hearts with temporal concerns and pursuits,
and result in the harvest the scripture promises: not maturing.

The temporal nature of this world's attractions strangle the Word of
God’s purposes in our lives. We must recognise this and deal with it
the way Jesus showed us! Recognise that Jesus is the source of all
blessing, including riches. What is the best thing that we can do with
our riches? Make them available to God.

A warning for those eager to be rich
1 Timothy 6:3-10 
3 If anyone teaches a diferent doctrine and does not agree with
the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that
accords  with  godliness,  4  he  is  pufed  up  with  conceit  and
understands  nothing.  He  has  an  unhealthy  craving  for
controversy and for quarrels about words, which produce envy,
dissension, slander, evil suspicions, 5 and constant friction among
people  who  are  depraved  in  mind  and  deprived  of  the  truth,
imagining that godliness is a means of gain. 6 But godliness with
contentment  is  great  gain,  7  for  we  brought  nothing  into  the
world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. 8 But if we
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have food and clothing, with these we will be content. 9 But those
who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and
destruction.   10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of
evils.  It is through this craving that some have wandered away
from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.

Here we see that Paul is dealing with our motives – our heart – when it
comes to being eager for riches. What we have to see here is that the
scriptures are not saying that wealth and property etc.  are sinful in
themselves,  but  it  becomes sinful  when you’re  longing  and running
after such things. 

Godliness on its own is not a means of gain. The prosperity Gospel
seems to ignore this blatant rebuke! But godliness with contentment is
great gain. 

Many suffer unnecessarily because they desire to be rich. They’ll work
and work and work and never seem to have enough. No matter how
rich you are,  that fear  of  losing it  is  always  with you.  Plus you can
sacrifice so much to be rich – family, health, friendship, and even your
purpose and call in life.  These are just some examples of the ‘many
pangs’ people have pierced themselves with in the relentless quest to
be rich.

Wealth is not evil. We do not have a ‘gnostic’ faith, where the material
realm is supposed to be evil. God made everything including the good
things of life – good food, holidays, etc. Money is not evil, but the love
of money is evil. It leads to all sorts of evil things. 
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A warning for those already rich
1 Timothy 6:17-19 
17  As  for  the  rich  in  this  present  age,  charge  them not  to  be
haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but
on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 18 They
are to do good, to be rich in good works,  to be generous and
ready to share,  19 thus storing up treasure for themselves as a
good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that
which is truly life.

Again this deals with the motives of our heart. Note that God richly
provides us with everything to enjoy! There’s nothing wrong with good
things,  and  God  is  generous  in  giving  these  things.  Having  this
understanding helps us avoid a poverty spirit where we think we must
always suffer or we are not growing spiritually.

But the warning here is not to let those things and wealth own you.
Having lots of money can make you haughty and proud and arrogant
and  contemptuous  –  smug and  full  of  yourself.  But  your  hope and
security is not in your wealth but rather in Christ. Worldly riches are
uncertain.  They  come  and  go.  Wars  happen  and  people  take
everything you own away from you. Economies fail. The systems of this
world are always uncertain.  But there are things that last  forever –
treasure in heaven.  Generosity  always brings lasting treasure.  Good
works will always bring lasting treasure. The Kingdom is forever, and by
resourcing  it  you  are  putting  your  money  into  an  everlasting
investment that will never spoil, fade, or be taken away from you. 
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Inheriting eternal life
Luke 18:18;22-24
18 And a ruler asked [Jesus], “Good Teacher, what must I do to
inherit eternal life?”  19 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call
me good? No one is good except God alone. 20 You know the
commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not
steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour your father and mother.’”
21 And he said, “All these I have kept from my youth.”  22 When
Jesus heard this, he said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all
that  you  have  and  distribute  to  the  poor,  and  you  will  have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 23 But when he heard
these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich. 24
Jesus, seeing that he had become sad, said, “How difficult it is for
those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! 25 For it is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a
rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 Those who heard it
said,  “Then  who  can  be  saved?”  27  But  he  said,  “What  is
impossible with men is  possible with God.” 28 And Peter said,
“See, we have left our homes and followed you.” 29 And he said
to them, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or
wife  or  brothers  or  parents  or  children,  for  the  sake  of  the
kingdom of God, 30 who will not receive many times more in this
time, and in the age to come eternal life.”

This young ruler was very rich (he is known as the ‘rich young ruler’
when  people  preach  about  this  incident).  We  would  say  he  had
everything, yet he was wise enough to know he didn’t have it all: he
didn’t have eternal life. He had kept all the commands, worked hard,
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yet still knew he didn’t have it. Jesus’ response to him is effectively to
let go of his wealth – it obviously had a grip on him, it obviously owned
him – and follow him, the one who gives eternal life. He couldn’t do it.
It was too much to ask.

The disciples then ask, “Who then can be saved?” The miracle is that
none of our works or our riches gain us eternal life, but only trust in
God. That’s why Jesus said, “What is impossible with men is possible
with God.”

Riches can can cause you to lose sight of eternal life for temporal gain,
and you rather settle for all  this world has to offer, which isn’t very
much when you consider what is forever! God offers more! That’s why
Jesus says,  “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or
wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of
God, who will not receive many times more in this time, and in the age
to come eternal life.” (vs 29, 30).  Jesus rewards you for investing into
the  Kingdom!  You  will  receive  eternal  wealth,  treasure  that  lasts
forever!

This is the true test of ownership, trust and worship.  Would you be
willing to  sell  and give all  your possessions  to  follow Jesus? Giving
everything up for Jesus stores up eternal  treasures in Heaven,  and
ensures we are rich towards God. We need to settle that God is our
treasure and not our possessions. This is a more simple way of life,
trusting God instead of hoarding.

18



FEAR NOT

Maximise your treasure

The purpose of money is to maximise our treasure in Heaven. As we
meet  the  needs  of  others  (spiritually  and  physically)  by  giving,  we
release  love  on  earth  and  joy  in  heaven.  We  are  advancing  the
Kingdom and pushing against the gates of hell. We can show charity
and kindness to everyone and to be more ready to spend our money
in relieving others than to hoard it for our own selfish purposes.

We can be characterised by great generosity, which is the opposite of
the world’s preoccupation with possessions. Your heart moves toward
what you cherish. Giving your money tests where your affection lies –
and where our security  lies.  Do you find security  in God? Or your
stuf?

Being rich towards God means no worry and anxiety, and no faith or
security in money. Rich towards God means freedom to give, releasing
blessing through giving and esteeming God as our highest affection!
Value him more than anything else. Heavenly treasures are moth-proof
and burglar-proof – they endure forever. 

Heavenly treasures include: (see Hendriksen-Kistemaker, Commentary
on Luke)

1. a faithfulness that will never be removed (Psalm 89:33; 138:8);

2. a life that will never end (John 3:16);

3. a spring of water that will never cease to bubble up within the one
who drinks of it (John 4:14);
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4. a gift that will never be lost (John 6:37, 39);

5.  a  hand  out  of  which  the  Good  Shepherd’s  sheep  will  never  be
snatched (John 10:28);

6. a chain that will never be broken (Romans 8:29, 30);

7.  a  love  from  which  we  shall  never  be  separated  (Romans  8:39),
(forgiveness);

8. a calling that will never be revoked (Romans 11:29);

9. a foundation that will never be destroyed (2 Timothy 2:19);

10 and an inheritance that will never fade out (1 Peter 1:4, 5).

Take personal responsibility

 Lay up treasures in heaven that never fail! Grasp this concept

– study it, get to know what it means, and live it! 

 Serve God and not money. The worship of God can be your

absolute  priority  and  value.  Does  he  still  take  your  breath
away? Or does the possibility of a R500 million winning Lotto
ticket?

 Sell  your  treasures  and  give.  Giving  is  the  true  test  of

ownership.
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FEAR NOT

 Fear not,  don't worry or even be anxious when it comes to

money or even the necessities money can buy. Easy to say but
hard to live! So trust in Jesus to get you there! 

 You cannot serve God and money. Think about who / what

you are serving.

 When the ownership of the heart is sorted out, money will be

a help and not a hindrance.

 Live in that place of being rich towards God – of trusting in

God, of being Christ-centred. 
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CHAPTER 3
OBEDIENCE

‘The last  thing from a person to be converted is  his wallet!’
- John Wesley

Jesus  taught  us  that  money is  dangerous when it’s  our  security,  or
when we are gripped by fear because of a shortage of it. Hoarding is
not God’s way; instead we can be rich towards God. 

We’re always going to find ourselves in a battle between advancing
God’s  Kingdom or  our  own.  In  this  most  practical  area,  money,  the
battle is fierce and unrelenting. Three key words can help us in this
area and will test us and challenge us until the day we die:

1. Obedience

2. Generosity

3. Godly stewardship

Jesus showed us the way in all of these:

1. He was obedient to the Father’s will, even unto death.

2. He was generous – even giving his life as a ransom for us.

3. He was a good steward of all God gave Him.

There is a financial pattern in scripture. God isn't going to short-circuit
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his pattern because we don't want to talk about it or want to avoid it.
We are called to understand God's patterns and live by them. Our
obedience flows out of our love for Jesus. Giving is not an issue when
our relationship with Jesus is in place!

How do you spell commitment? M-O-N-E-Y! Why? Because it really
hurts  when  you  give  it.  If  you’re  committed,  the  joy  of  giving  to
whatever it is you’re giving to is far greater than any hurt.

Obedience
Malachi 3:6-12 
6  “For  I  the Lord do not  change;  therefore you,  O children of
Jacob, are not consumed. 7 From the days of your fathers you
have  turned  aside  from my statutes  and have  not  kept  them.
Return to me, and I will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. But
you say, ‘How shall we return?’ 8 Will man rob God? Yet you are
robbing me.  But  you say,  ‘How have we robbed you?’  In  your
tithes and contributions. 9 You are cursed with a curse, for you
are robbing me, the whole nation of you. 10 Bring the full tithe
into the storehouse,  that there may be food in my house.  And
thereby put me to the test,  says the Lord of hosts,  if  I will  not
open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a
blessing until there is no more need. 11 I will rebuke the devourer
for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil, and your
vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the Lord of hosts. 12
Then all nations will call you blessed, for you will be a land of
delight, says the Lord of hosts.

Tithing  is  more  than  a  principle.  It  is  a  pattern  right  throughout
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scripture.  A ‘pattern’ is different to a principle, which functions as a
law. The pattern works like this:

1. God is the source. If God is your source, he is challenging you to
show him that you trust him to be your source. The problem is we are
taught to believe that either we are our own source (it’s by our hard
work that we have money) or that others must be our source. But God
wants us to understand that he is the creator of all  and is the real
source behind all of life, including our income.

2. Tithing is the floor and not the ceiling. It’s the heart that’s the real
issue here,  not  the amount  of  money you give.  Tithing  is  only  the
beginning. If  we are people of  grace we can’t  see tithing as a  law,
because when we do we tend to stop at tithing (or very often don’t
even get to tithing!) and we don’t live the generous lives God wants us
to live. We feel that we’ve ‘done our bit’ and the money left over after
we’ve ‘paid our tithe’ of ten percent is all ours to do whatever we want
with. But if God is your source then all your money is his – you are a
steward of your money, not the owner of it!

Often  the  “grace  card”  is  used  when  discussing  the  obedience  of
tithing.  If  we truly  understand grace,  we understand that  we can
supersede ten percent and truly live lives of complete generosity.
The  pattern  of  scripture  is  always  generosity,  not  a  law  of  any
particular amount. But ten percent of your gross income is the basics,
the starting point. 
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Robbing God

If you hold back your tithe you rob God – this is Bible language from
Malachi  3  above.  The tithe is  the Lord’s,  and he puts you on your
honour to obey – it is a test! It tests you and shows  you where your
heart is on the matter.

See, when God tests us he is not trying to have us prove our salvation
or pay him back for saving us, or being hard on us because he enjoys it,
or anything along those lines, but is showing us our hearts, so we can
trust him all the more to form us into people who live like Jesus. If he
didn’t test us we would think very highly of ourselves, and think that
God and others owe us something for being so holy and good and
righteous. You will never find a generous self-righteous person! If they
give a lot, it’s not out of love, but out of a selfish motivation for their
own glory – and that reward is short, fleeting, and not worth much (see
Matthew 6, which we’ll deal with in detail later). 

So God has to test us so we realise we still need a saviour and Lord,
and so we can see for ourselves who really is Lord of our lives – us or
Jesus. Tithing is one way he tests our hearts. How you feel about your
wallet says a lot to you about who your Lord is!

Tithing is a discipline – if you can get ten percent right, you can see
God’s provision and generosity, and generosity will become easier for
you  to  do.  With  money  we  cannot  be  generous  before  we  are
obedient! 
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Luke 16:10-13
10 “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and
one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 11 If
then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who
will entrust to you the true riches? 12 And if you have not been
faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you that which is
your own? 13 No servant can serve two masters, for either he will
hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”

Giving can very often become some sort  of  competition or  test  of
holiness, especially for those who earn a lot. Jesus warned about this
in the New Testament.  It's a percentage and not an amount that is
the pattern here. This prevents anyone from thinking they are giving
‘more’  so  they  are  owed  ‘more’.  All give  ten  percent  as  the  basic
amount; all must see God as the source; all can live over and above the
ten percent and live lives of generosity. 

The counter-arguments about tithing being unbiblical or unnecessary
are untrue and play into the hands of our natural inclinations to keep it
to  ourselves.  People  who  argue  this  way  are  often  controlled  by
money, and invariably aren’t tithing anywhere near ten percent anyway.

Tithing is acknowledging God as the source – as your source. We give
to God by giving to the local church, the leaders.  If  you don't trust
them, leave! Tithing goes towards resourcing people. 

The tithe (in many cases) can produce amazing financial testimonies.
But, in the least, your obedience is tested.
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The law

Tithing is very often seen to be part of the Old Testament law, and so
many  Christians  feel  that,  since  we’re  no  longer  ‘under  the  law’
(Romans 614:) we ought not to tithe.

It’s  firstly  worth  knowing  that  Abraham  was  the  first  one  to  tithe
(Genesis 14:17-20) which was 430 years before the Old Testament law.
Murder was wrong before the law, so it’s clear that God’s patterns and
ways  are  not  subject  to  the  law.  The  Old  Testament  law  is  about
legislation, put in place to govern the nation of Israel until Christ,  but
life by the Spirit is about the heart. It’s true we are not under the law,
since that’s what the scripture says,  but Romans 8 shows us clearly
that we live by the Spirit. 

The  point  is  to  note  Abraham’s  heart in  giving  ten  percent  to
Melchizedek in Genesis 14. Abraham is considered the ‘father of our
faith’  – a prototype of the Christian life (Romans 4:5;  Galatians 3:8;
John 8). This is because Abraham was saved by faith, not by the law,
and Christians are saved by faith in Jesus, not by following the Old
Testament law (or any law).

Some might say that since we only have a record of Abraham tithing
once we cannot use his example as a way of saying that we need to
give a regular, monthly ten percent.  This is true but it’s not actually
the point. The point is to simply show that God’s pattern is to give,
and his pattern is to have us in a discipline of giving.  We’re not to
give only when we feel good about it or are in the mood, or when we
have ‘enough’ money to give (when is enough, enough, anyway?), but
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we are trying to make giving into a lifestyle. You can’t just give once to
someone in need and then claim you did it once, so that makes you a
generous person! The point isn’t the frequency of Abraham’s tithe but
whether your heart is so into giving that you make the effort of making
it regular and make it as part of your budget – and ten percent is what
the scripture shows as a starting point of a generous lifestyle. 

Think of it this way. Under the New Covenant (New Testament) you do
not stop at ‘do not commit murder’ but go  beyond that to not even
harbouring anger against anyone, trying not to even call them ‘fool!’
This was what Jesus said we ought to do in Matthew 5:22.  Likewise,
you go  beyond the law when it comes to tithing. You tithe and do
even more. We are not under any law to give – we are not coerced by
any legislation, including any church legislation (there is no such thing
as ‘church law’). If you feel you are being coerced, it’s a good sign that
you might be treating your giving and tithing as a law rather than as a
grace – you need the Spirit to empower you to be free in your giving
and tithing. God is a generous Father, not because he is coerced by
some universal law, but because it’s who he is – and he is forming us
into people who reflect his character!

2 Corinthians 9:7 
Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful (joyful) giver. 

Are you putting yourself under law with your giving? If so, you’ll find
this scripture above seems to make you feel guilty, or feels as if it’s
trying to coerce something out of you – play to your emotions or sense
of duty or to get you to respond in guilt.  But actually,  what God is
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showing us here is that if our giving is not joyful, it’s probably because
we’re not seeing it as a grace but as a law. We need to pray that he’ll
let us see it – and live it – as a grace!

We will find it difficult to give where our lives are not centered on the
King  and  His  Kingdom.  Jesus  is  both  SAVIOUR  and  LORD.  When
Christ rules and reigns in our life, our approach to money will be one
of  obedience  with  the  tithe,  generosity  in  giving,  and  integrity  in
stewardship. 

Why should we tithe?

1. Jesus did endorse tithing 

Matthew 23:23 
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint
and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of
the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to
have done, without neglecting the others. 

Jesus is getting to the heart of the law here, what God’s intention was
through it – for there to be justice, mercy and faithfulness. The tithe is
about these sorts of things, not about the amount you give or ticking
off a box of religious duty.

2. This is God’s way that the Gospel is supported

1 Corinthians 16:1-2 (NIV)
1 Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do what I told
the Galatian churches to do. 2 On the first day of every week,
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each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with
your income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will
have to be made. 

Note that it’s in proportion to your income – not a specified amount.
The heart, not the amount, is what is important here!

You cannot out-give God.  Malachi 3:10 encourages us to bring in the
whole  tithe.  Tithing  now  and  again  is  not  doing  God a  favour,  but
revealing our heart. The whole tithe ensures “That there may be food
in my house” – ministry of the word in the church. It opens floodgates
of blessing. This is mirrored in 2 Corinthians 9:6-15.

3. It’s a result of our relationship with Jesus

When  the  backbone  of  greed  is  broken,  you  will  find  tremendous
spiritual blessing in your life – and your purpose and call and anointing
will certainly increase. Tithing will bring you joy, and when you find you
are easily able to give even more in grace and love, you will find even
greater  joy!  Tithing  doesn’t  get  you  to  heaven.,  but  we  tithe  in
obedience because we love Jesus. 

4. It’s a Kingdom financial pattern

Obedience in our tithe is the starting point of Kingdom finances. It
helps us put in the necessary disciplines to form us into people of
generosity.
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Take personal responsibility

1. Tithe first. Don’t wait until all your bills and other expenses are paid
off, otherwise you’ll always never be able to tithe properly.

2. Bring the full tithe. If you’re looking for ways to skimp, you might be
treating it as a law!

3. Bring it to your local church. Ephesians 3:10 says it is “through the
church the manifold wisdom of God [will] be made known to the rulers
and authorities in the heavenly places.” Practically, this is referring to
your local church – not a ministry led by people you don’t know or
have never even met. 
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CHAPTER 4
EXCEL IN THE GRACE OF GIVING

2 Corinthians 3:17-18
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom. 18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the
glory of  the Lord,  are  being transformed into the same image
from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord
who is the Spirit.

The result  of  our  salvation  is  God constantly  changing  us  into  the
likeness  and  image  of  Jesus.  Part  of  becoming  like  him  is  to  be
generous like he is generous. Therefore, generosity of heart is Christ-
likeness. 

We cannot out-give God. He owns it all and also gave us his son, so we
would not perish but have eternal life. 

Excel in the grace of giving
2 Corinthians 8:1-7
1 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has
been given among the churches of Macedonia, 2 for in a severe
test  of  affliction,  their  abundance  of  joy  and  their  extreme
poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3
For  they  gave  according to  their  means,  as  I  can  testify,  and
beyond their means, of their own accord, 4 begging us earnestly
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for the favour of taking part in the relief of the saints— 5 and this,
not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord
and then by the will of God to us. 6 Accordingly, we urged Titus
that as he had started, so he should complete among you this act
of grace. 7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in all  earnestness, and in our love for you—see that
you excel in this act of grace also.

Many of us look to excel in the art of making money – well, what about
putting  that  same  amount  of  effort  into  excelling  in  giving  money
away? It’s an interesting thought, isn’t it? And that’s what we’re called
to do – to excel in this amazing privilege of loving others through such
a practical means, storing up for ourselves treasure in heaven!

Sowing and reaping
2 Corinthians 9:5-15
5 So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to
you and arrange in advance for the gift you have promised, so
that it may be ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction.
6  The  point  is  this:  whoever  sows  sparingly  will  also  reap
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.
7  Each  one  must  give  as  he  has  decided  in  his  heart,  not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8
And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having
all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every
good work.  9 As it is written, “He has distributed freely, he has
given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.”
10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will
supply  and  multiply  your  seed  for  sowing  and  increase  the
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harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way
to  be  generous  in  every  way,  which  through  us  will  produce
thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministry of this service is not only
supplying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many
thanksgivings to God. 13 By their approval of this service,  they
will glorify God because of your submission that comes from your
confession of  the gospel  of  Christ,  and the generosity of  your
contribution for them and for all others (others get to hear about
Jesus because of our contribution), 14 while they long for you and
pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon you.
15 Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!

As we give, God gives us more, so that we may ‘abound in every good
work’. Isn’t that exciting?

Where does it all  go?

Perhaps you’re now asking, “but where does all the money go?” It’s a
good question.

In scripture we can see different examples of ‘offerings’ – a word that
adequately describes one aspect of our giving. We usually see these
offerings  go  towards  things  and  projects,  such  as  buildings,
maintenance, and other practical needs. We also do see it go towards
the  poor.  Under  the  New  Testament  we  also  see  it  go  towards
apostolic  work  (as  per  the  scriptures  above)  –  seeing  the  Great
Commission fulfilled. 

Over  and  above  these,  there  is  also  excelling  in  generosity  by
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practicing  hospitality,  giving  anonymous  gifts,  and  being  generally
open-handed. If our giving is only limited to tithing (obedience) – which
resources  people  who  work  in  your  local  church  –  then  there  is
pressure in these other areas. 

A commitment to a local church includes financial commitment. This is
difficult to say because of the culture that has developed around this
subject,  but  between  the  extremes  of  an  ‘offering  sermon’  every
Sunday and avoiding the subject, is the middle road of truth that we
need to find. 

The first starting point of this ‘middle road’ is to realise that the Bible
message  of  money  is  first  directed  at  leaders  –  they  need  to  be
obedient in this first. Let’s examine this practical truth.

Leaders lead the way
1 Chronicles 29:1-22
1 And David the king said to all the assembly, “Solomon my son,
whom alone God has chosen,  is young and inexperienced, and
the work is great, for the palace will not be for man but for the
Lord God. 2 So I have provided for the house of my God, so far as
I was able, the gold for the things of gold, the silver for the things
of silver, and the bronze for the things of bronze, the iron for the
things of iron, and wood for the things of wood, besides great
quantities  of  onyx  and  stones  for  setting,  antimony,  coloured
stones,  all  sorts  of  precious stones and marble.  3  Moreover,  in
addition to all that I have provided for the holy house,  I have a
treasure  of  my  own  of  gold  and  silver,  and  because  of  my
devotion to the house of my God I give it to the house of my
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God: 4 3,000 talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and 7,000
talents of refined silver (about R46 billion), for overlaying the
walls  of  the  house,  5  and  for  all  the  work  to  be  done  by
craftsmen, gold for the things of gold and silver for the things of
silver. Who then will ofer willingly, consecrating himself today to
the Lord?” 

As we can see here, David is the first to respond and  give. The King
gave first and led the way.

6  Then  the  leaders  of  fathers'  houses  made  their  freewill
offerings, as did also the leaders of the tribes, the commanders
of thousands and of  hundreds,  and the officers over  the king's
work.  7  They gave for  the service of  the house of  God 5,000
talents and 10,000 darics of gold, 10,000 talents of silver, 18,000
talents of bronze and 100,000 talents of iron (about R60 billion).
8 And whoever had precious stones gave them to the treasury of
the house of the Lord, in the care of Jehiel the Gershonite. 

After David leads the way, the leaders of the nation come next. They
raised so much money between them there wasn’t even a need for
everyone  else  to  give!  That’s  true  leadership.  And  the  result?  The
people rejoice! It brings great joy!

9 Then the people rejoiced because they had given willingly, for
with a whole heart they had offered freely to the Lord.  David
the king also  rejoiced greatly.  10  Therefore David  blessed the
Lord in the presence of all the assembly. And David said: “Blessed
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are you, O Lord, the God of Israel our father, forever and ever. 11
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and
the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in
the earth is  yours.  Yours is  the kingdom, O Lord,  and you are
exalted as head above all. 

The offering comes from God anyway. He is the source.  Note what
David says now:

12 Both riches and honour come from you, and you rule over all. In
your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is to make
great and to give strength to all. 13 And now we thank you, our
God, and praise your glorious name.  14 “But who am I, and what
is my people, that we should be able thus to ofer willingly? For
all things come from you, and of your own have we given you.  15
For we are strangers before you and sojourners, as all our fathers
were. Our days on the earth are like a shadow, and there is no
abiding. 

The offering is a test of the heart.

16 O Lord our God, all this abundance that we have provided
for building you a house for your holy name comes from your
hand and is all your own. 17 I know, my God, that you test the
heart and have pleasure in uprightness. In the uprightness of my
heart I have freely ofered all these things, and now I have seen
your people, who are present here, ofering freely and joyously to
you. 
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18 O Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel,  our fathers,
keep forever such purposes and thoughts in the hearts of your
people, and direct their hearts toward you. 19 Grant to Solomon
my son a whole heart that he may keep your commandments,
your testimonies, and your statutes, performing all, and that he
may build the palace for which I have made provision.” 20 Then
David said to all the assembly, “Bless the Lord your God.” And all
the  assembly  blessed  the  Lord,  the  God of  their  fathers,  and
bowed their heads and paid homage to the Lord and to the king.
21 And they ofered sacrifices to the Lord, and on the next day
ofered burnt oferings to the Lord, 1,000 bulls, 1,000 rams, and
1,000  lambs,  with  their  drink  oferings,  and  sacrifices  in
abundance for all Israel. 22 And they ate and drank before the
Lord on that day with great gladness. And they made Solomon
the son of David king the second time, and they anointed him as
prince for the Lord, and Zadok as priest.

And  then  what  happens?  Spiritual  results  come  from  a  material
offering.

2 Chronicles 5:11-14
11 And when the priests came out of the Holy Place (for all the
priests  who were present  had consecrated themselves,  without
regard to their divisions, 12 and all the Levitical singers, Asaph,
Heman,  and Jeduthun,  their  sons and kinsmen,  arrayed in  fine
linen, with cymbals, harps, and lyres, stood east of the altar with
120 priests who were trumpeters; 13 and it was the duty of the
trumpeters and singers to make themselves  heard in  unison in
praise  and thanksgiving to  the  Lord),  and when the song was
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raised, with trumpets and cymbals and other musical instruments,
in  praise  to  the  Lord,  “For  he  is  good,  for  his  steadfast  love
endures forever,” the house, the house of the Lord, was filled with
a cloud, 14 so that the priests could not stand to minister because
of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the house of God.

In  your  giving you have the great  privilege of  giving what  God has
blessed  you  with.  God  tests  our  hearts  when  it  comes  to  our
stewardship of what he has blessed us with. Will we be generous or
will we hold out? 

And the result? Our offering gets God's will done. For them it was a
'house' for God. Today our offering is for seeing the Gospel go out in
power. The physical nature of the offering goes towards the spiritual
purpose of the Kingdom. God is very practical and down-to-earth. He
isn’t  idealistic,  but  uses  real-world  means  to  achieve  his  spiritual
purposes.

Their  generous,  righteous,  free  and  willing  offering  resulted  in
sacrifices of worship, God filling the temple with his presence, and true
riches from God. Perhaps it’s true that if we want to see revival in our
city – seeing God’s presence in this city – we need to look at our hearts
around  the  subject  of  money more  closely.  And it  starts  with  the
leaders. 

Are you a leader in the church? Are you wanting to be a leader in the
church? It starts with you!
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The proportionate nature of our off ering

Mark 12:41-44
41  And  he  sat  down  opposite  the  treasury  and  watched  the
people putting money into the ofering box. Many rich people put
in large sums. 42 And a poor widow came and put in two small
copper coins, which make a penny (1/64 of denarius a days wage=
R4.50). 43 And he called his disciples to him and said to them,
“Truly, I say to you, this poor for widow has put in more than all
those who are contributing to the ofering box. 44 For they all
contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty
has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”

Again,  when  we  give,  our  heart  is  revealed,  good  or  bad.  All are
required to give. We don't wait until we're rich to give. We don't think
that our ‘large’ offering is any more than the ‘little’ offering of the poor
person. God knows the heart behind the offering. 

Let God guide your heart in this. 

The anonymous nature of giving
Matthew 6:1-4
1 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in
order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from
your  Father  who  is  in  heaven.  2  “Thus,  when  you  give  to  the
needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues  and  in  the  streets,  that  they  may  be  praised  by
others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 3 But
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when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what
your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret.
And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

Jesus condemns hypocritical  behaviour.  Pharisaical  behaviour wants
people to know all about how much they’re giving, how holy and good
they are! They want the praise of people. But we don't give to be seen
or  to  be  recognised  or  to  be  praised  by  others.  Rather  we  give
anonymously. We keep our names out of it! We want God to get all the
glory! We look for the Father's reward and not the accolades of men.
We don't give for the applause of men but for the applause of God. Do
not forfeit His honour, his reward!

How many of us can make a sacrifice for God and keep quiet about it?
But the person who receives the anonymous gift will thank God and go
back to God when they are in need. By giving anonymously, those that
receive the gift realise God is their source, and won’t see you as their
source. If there's any recognition let it be God doing that! There's a
kind of giving, fasting and praying that doesn't get God's attention, and
can do more harm than good.

Take personal responsibility

 Ask  God  to  help  us  determine  when  enough  is  enough.

Emulate  his  generous  nature  and  give  generously  on  all
occasions with a joyful heart. 

 A  generous  heart  is  best  caught  than  taught.  That's  why

leaders lead by example.
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 God leads us to give in proportion to our income, and even

sacrificially at times

 The  anonymous  nature  of  giving  focuses  people  on  their

source,  Jesus,  and  sends  them back  to  that  source,  Jesus,
when they're in need. 

 Don't allow riches to destroy God's word from taking root and

bearing fruit in your life. 
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CHAPTER 5
THE KINGDOM AND GENEROSITY

“To be smart, spend carefully. To be wise, save regularly. To be
Kingdom, give extravagantly.” 
- Chip Ingram

The unwise farmer
Luke 12:13-21 
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who
made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them,
“Take care, and be on your guard against all  covetousness, for
one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16
And he told  them a  parable,  saying,  “The  land of  a  rich  man
produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, What shall I
do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do
this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I
will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul,
“Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat,
drink, be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, Fool! This night your
soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose
will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and
is not rich toward God.”

This man hoarded all his wealth and thought he had arrived in life. But

43



RICH TOWARDS GOD

that very night he was to come to terms with how little he actually had!
Riches can bring security, but it’s temporal. It hangs on a silver thread
which can snap at any moment. But if you’re rich towards God – that
lasts forever!

The New Testament church and its generosity
Acts 4:32-37 32 
Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and
soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him
was his own, but they had everything in common. 33 And with
great  power  the  apostles  were  giving  their  testimony  to  the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them
all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many as
were  owners  of  lands  or  houses  sold  them  and  brought  the
proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles' feet, and
it was distributed to each as any had need. 36 Thus Joseph, who
was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which means son of
encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 37 sold a field that
belonged  to  him  and  brought  the  money  and  laid  it  at  the
apostles' feet.

The early church was extravagant in its generosity, bringing their gifts
to the local church. Greed did not motivate them here. They trusted
their  leaders  and  believed  in  their  vision,  and  by  investing  in  the
Kingdom they stored up for themselves treasures in heaven.

But some saw all this happening yet never caught the heart of it. 
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Acts 5:1-11 
1 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece
of  property,  2  and with his  wife's  knowledge he kept  back for
himself some of the proceeds and brought only a part of it and
laid it at the apostles' feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has
Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back
for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 4 While it remained
unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it
not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed
in your heart? You have not lied to man but to God.”   5 When
Ananias heard these words, he fell down and breathed his last.
And great fear came upon all who heard of it. 6 The young men
rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and buried him. 7
After  an  interval  of  about  three  hours  his  wife  came  in,  not
knowing what had happened.   8 And Peter said to her, “Tell me
whether you sold the land for so much.” And she said, “Yes, for so
much.” 9 But Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed
together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of those
who have buried your  husband are at  the door,  and they will
carry  you  out.”  10  Immediately  she  fell  down  at  his  feet  and
breathed her last. When the young men came in they found her
dead,  and  they  carried  her  out  and  buried  her  beside  her
husband.   11 And great fear came upon the whole church and
upon all who heard of these things.

They lied to the Holy Spirit by trying to have the outward appearance
of being like Barnabas and others, but were inwardly greedy. God was
very unimpressed with this, so much so that he struck them dead!
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Our approach to fi nances reveals our hearts
Luke 19:1-10 
1  He  entered Jericho and was passing through.  2  And behold,
there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector
and was rich. 3 And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on
account  of  the  crowd  he  could  not,  because  he  was  small  in
stature. 4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore
tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. 5 And when
Jesus  came  to  the  place,  he  looked  up  and  said  to  him,
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house
today.” 6 So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully.
7 And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be
the guest of a man who is a sinner.” 8 And Zacchaeus stood and
said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the
poor.  And if  I  have defrauded anyone of  anything,  I  restore it
fourfold.” 9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to
this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of
Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

Generosity is a sure sign of a heart that has been transformed by the
Gospel. Jesus sees it happen and claims salvation has come! To give
brings Kingdom life,  and that sets people free. Compare this to the
rich young ruler who, when Jesus encouraged him to give his money
away,  wept bitterly!

Gifts of grace
Romans 12:3-8 
3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not
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to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think
with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that
God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members,
and the members do not all  have the same function,  5 so we,
though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members
one of another. 6 Having gifts that difer according to the grace
given to us,  let  us use them:  if  prophecy,  in  proportion to  our
faith;  7  if  service,  in  our  serving;  the  one  who  teaches,  in  his
teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who
contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one
who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

Giving is one of the grace-gifts God has blessed the church with. Isn’t
that interesting? God didn’t bless the church with wealth and power,
but with the gift to give. Obviously what God sees as more important,
and how he measures true investment, is very different! And some are
anointed to impart this grace in very wonderful, specific ways. 

Spiritual blessing and material blessing
Romans 15:22-29 
22  This is  the reason why I  have so often been hindered from
coming to you. 23 But now, since I no longer have any room for
work in these regions, and since I have longed for many years to
come to you, 24 I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain, and
to be helped on my journey there by you, once I have enjoyed
your company for a while. 25 At present, however, I am going to
Jerusalem  bringing  aid  to  the  saints.  26  For  Macedonia  and
Achaia  have  been  pleased  to  make  some contribution  for  the
poor among the saints at Jerusalem. 27 For they were pleased to
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do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have
come to share in their spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of
service to them in material blessings. 28 When therefore I have
completed  this  and  have  delivered  to  them  what  has  been
collected,  I  will  leave for Spain by way of you.  29 I  know that
when I come to you I will come in the fullness of the blessing of
Christ.

Paul assumed that they have generous hearts towards the apostolic
(the Great Commission) and would pay for his trip to Spain (v24). It’s a
sign of a healthy church when others can assume we are happy to be
generous to the apostolic / translocal.

Paul  teaches  that  if  you  are  blessed  spiritually,  it's  not  wrong  to
presume  that  you  would  want  to  serve  those  who've  blessed  you
spiritually with material blessing. (v27.) God is a lot more practical than
us here when it comes to what people need (we might say that we will
simply  pray  for  someone and  leave  it  at  that)  and  he  gives  us  the
opportunity to be part of his Kingdom by practically blessing others.

Take personal responsibility

 Give according to your means.

 At times, give above your means, always led by God!

 Be convicted in your own heart to give.
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 Primarily, we give into the storehouse – our local church.

 Don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing -

we do not give for recognition, but for God’s glory.

 Excel in this grace of giving (emulating Jesus’ nature).

 True generosity doesn’t stop with possessions. It  starts with

them and continues to everything we are and have!

 We  often  neglect  the  vital  area  of  giving  apostolically  /

translocally, to see the discipling of the nations take place. 
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CHAPTER 6 
STEWARDSHIP

“Stewardship is the path. Generosity is the adventure.”
- Chip Ingram

Wealth can be used for good or evil, for selfish or noble causes. The
reason why God gives us wealth is so that we would steward it well.
You don’t own your money, you are merely a steward of it.  

1 Timothy 6:20-21 
O  Timothy,  guard  the  deposit  entrusted  to  you.  Avoid  the
irreverent  babble  and  contradictions  of  what  is  falsely  called
“knowledge,”  for  by professing it  some have swerved from the
faith. Grace be with you.

1 Corinthians 4:2 says it  is required of stewards that they be found
faithful.  Stewardship  is  not  just  about  money,  of  course,  but
incorporates everything about our lives, because God is the creator
and ultimately the owner of it all.

 We need to be faithful with the Gospel.

 Faithful with our relationships.

 And faithful with our TIME, TREASURES and TALENTS.
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Even if you don’t have lots of money or material items (treasures) in
this life, you still have time and you still have talents – things you can
do. You have to be faithful in stewarding these as well. They do not
belong to you, they belong to God – the source and creator of it all.

Contentment
Philippians 4:10-13 
10  I  rejoiced in  the Lord  greatly  that  now at  length you have
revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me,
but you had no opportunity. 11 Not that I am speaking of being in
need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content.
12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In
any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing
plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I  can do all  things
through him who strengthens me.

Part  of  good,  godly  stewardship  is  being  content  through  every
circumstance – whether we have a lot or we don’t. Our contentment
comes from our relationship with God. We need to set (with God's
help)  when  enough  is  enough!  There  is  no  need  to  hoard  and
continuously  have  more,  and  always  have  the  ‘latest  and  greatest’.
Contentment  with  what  God  gives  you  to  steward  will  bring  you
tremendous joy and fruitfulness. 

God is a generous father. He will provide you with what you need in
accordance to what he has called you to. He will also provide you with
good things in life, because he is generous, and there will be seasons
where you have more and seasons where you have less. Contentment
does not come from having everything, it comes from being satisfied in
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God and his calling on your life. Therefore do not compare yourself to
others, and do not fall into the trap of coveting the time, treasures, or
talents they have!

Psalm 127:1-2
Unless the Lord builds the house,
    those who build it labor in vain.
Unless the Lord watches over the city,
    the watchman stays awake in vain.
It is in vain that you rise up early
    and go late to rest,
eating the bread of anxious toil;
    for he gives to his beloved sleep.

How much of our lives is spent ‘eating the bread of anxious toil’? We
work late and get up early so we can make money, but it is actually the
Lord who provides. Unless the Lord builds our house, unless he is the
one providing, unless he is the source, all of our labour is in vain! 

All  of  our  anxious  toil  and  late  nights  and  early  mornings  are  not
always good stewardship of our time. Or our money. Or our talents.
There are seasons when we might need to work like this – perhaps
we’re starting a new business or it’s financial year-end, etc. But if it’s
‘just  a  season’  month  after  month,  year  after  year,  it’s  not  ‘just  a
season’, it’s a lifestyle!

God is the source of all things and he does provide good things. Let
him be your source – not your job, not this world. We do not need to
eat the bread of anxious toil. This doesn’t mean we do not work hard
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(we do!) it simply means we look to be good stewards, to put balance
into our schedule etc., and to trust God for our provision. And we can
be content in what he provides.

Financial  wisdom

The Kingdom financial patterns we have looked at up until now brings
us  to  some  practical  considerations  for  our  lives,  and  it  is  in
stewardship where we put everything into practice.

Stewardship is part of the very fabric of how God created us and our
world. In Genesis 1: 26 – 31, and Genesis 2, we see that God made us to
be  stewards  of  this  earth.  We  were  made  to  ‘work  and  keep  the
garden’  (2:15),  in  other  words,  to  nurture,  to  grow,  to  multiply,  to
protect. Stewardship is about multiplying what we have and using it
wisely.

Matthew 25
14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his
servants and entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he gave
five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to
his ability. Then he went away. 16 He who had received the five
talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five
talents more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two
talents more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went and
dug in the ground and hid his master's money. 19 Now after a long
time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with
them. 20 And he who had received the five talents came forward,
bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master,  you delivered to me
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five talents;  here I  have made five talents more.’  21 His master
said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been
faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of
your  master.’  22  And  he  also  who  had  the  two  talents  came
forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I
have made two talents more.’  23 His master  said to him, ‘Well
done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a
little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’
24  He  also  who  had  received  the  one  talent  came  forward,
saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you
did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so I
was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here
you have what is yours.’  26 But his master answered him, ‘You
wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have
not sown and gather  where I  scattered no seed? 27 Then you
ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my
coming I should have received what was my own with interest. 28
So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten
talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he
will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what
he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into
the  outer  darkness.  In  that  place  there  will  be  weeping  and
gnashing of teeth.’

Jesus told this parable in the context of ‘the end of the age’. The main
point of the parable is to show that our lives are about stewarding
what we have for the sake of the Gospel. All your time, treasures, and
talents are to be invested into the Kingdom, and then there will be a
multiplication and a  return.   When Jesus  comes back to the earth,
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what will he find you busy with? Building your own kingdom? Watching
your investments for your own selfish purposes? Using your talents to
build  your  own  empire?  Or  doing  all  things  for  the  sake  of  the
kingdom? 

Do not bury what God gives you because of fear. Do not hide away
what  God gives  you  due  to  laziness.  It  doesn’t  matter  how much
you’re given, what matters is what you do with what you’re given.
And God  is  faithful,  he  will  always  give  you  more  when  you  have
proved faithful.

So how do you prove faithful with what God has given you? Simple:
obedience  and  generosity.  If  you  make  the  goal  of  your  life  to
advance God’s Kingdom, you will be able to work out how and when
and where you are to spend your money.

Financial  integrity
Luke 20:25
He  said  to  them,  “Then  render  to  Caesar  the  things  that  are
Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's. 

The point of Luke 20:25 above is a very interesting one. The question
is: should we pay taxes or not? Our taxes go to the world’s systems –
surely they should go somewhere else? Jesus’ response is brilliant. In
Genesis 1 it tells us that God made us in his own image. The question
is: whose image is stamped on the coins? The government’s.  Whose
image is stamped on you? God’s. So, give to God what is God’s: YOU.
And give to the government the things that are the government’s.
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Don’t worry so much about politics. God really is in charge, and he will
hold all to account. Rather live in obedience to the law of the land.
Don’t look to evade taxes, to get away with things, to make excuses by
complaining about where the money goes etc., or to take more than
you really  should and rely on a loophole or some or other legality.
Keep your life free from the love of money, and keep yourself clean
with  the government.  Then you can focus  on the Kingdom without
having to worry about other matters.

Run a clean business.  No crooked ways or under-the-table dealings.
Become known as faithful and full of integrity. This is how we run our
finances, personally and in business.

Dealing with debt and interest
Romans 13:8 
Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who
loves another has fulfilled the law.

The average person spends a lot of money servicing debt by paying
exorbitant amounts of interest. Put together a plan to live debt free
and avoid the debt trap us much as possible! It is a snare. Proverbs 6:1-
5  encourages  us  to  do whatever we can to  release ourselves  from
debt. Rather, free yourself up so you can focus on the Kingdom and
don’t have debt hanging over your head.

Investment in God’s Kingdom is a major investment opportunity! And
the brilliant thing is we can all invest. Investment in the Kingdom is not
just for the rich or those who have it all, but we can all invest what we
have and see God’s rewards!
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Take personal responsibility

 Put together a budget and work with it! If you don’t know how,

ask someone who does know how.

 Seek counsel  with  your  leaders  if  your  finances are  out  of

control. Be transparent and teachable. Don’t be embarrassed!
Usually,  people  who know  how to  steward  money  well  are
those who have learned hard lessons by their own mistakes!

 Always respond prayerfully,  as  God leads,  when a  Kingdom

project is presented.

 Develop a reputation as a godly steward.

 Ask  God  for  wisdom  to  deal  with  the  money  you  have

available to you, always seeing God as the source. 

 Be in agreement as a married couple with how you spend your

money.

 Bring  your  income  into  the  light  of  the  Kingdom,  and  be

obedient and generous with your money. 

 Never help others or yourself with financial planning and leave

tithing and giving out of the equation!
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CHAPTER 7 
YOUR  BUSINESS,  LIFE,  MARRIAGE,  AND
WEALTH – ALL FOR THE GOSPEL

Priscilla  and  Aquila  are  great  examples  of  business  leaders  who
partnered with a  translocal  /  apostolic  team (Paul  and his  team) in
planting churches and advancing the Kingdom. They were a married
couple  from  Italy  who  moved  to  Corinth  after  emperor  Claudius
expelled the Jews from Rome. During their time at Corinth they met
Paul, who worked for them for a while, and they became close friends.

In scripture we only ever see this couple mentioned together. We see
them mentioned five times, giving us a clue that their work as a couple
was significant. They stand out as great examples of how you can use
your life, marriage, and business, and wealth, for the purpose of the
Gospel.

Here  are  the  scriptures  where  we  see  this  wonderful  couple
mentioned:

Paul stayed and worked with them in Corinth
Acts 18:1-3 
1 After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 And he found
a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy
with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the
Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them, 3 and because he
was of the same trade he stayed with them and worked, for they
were tentmakers by trade.
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Here we see this couple who had success in business give Paul a place
to stay and provide him with work, so that he could continue with his
church-planting and apostolic work. It seems they set up the business
to support a church plant. It wasn’t just about giving Paul a job,  but
about a partnership – they saw how they can be a part of the Gospel
work that was being done. They saw themselves as able to contribute
to the planting of a church. 

But it doesn’t end there! 

They pioneered translocally with Paul into Ephesus
Acts 18:18-19 
18 After this, Paul stayed many days longer and then took leave
of the brothers and set sail for Syria, and with him Priscilla and
Aquila. At Cenchreae he had cut his hair, for he was under a vow.
19  And they came to  Ephesus,  and he left  them there,  but  he
himself went into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews.

Here we see that they travelled with Paul on his journeys. Paul’s travels
included church planting, encouraging and strengthening churches and
leaders,  teaching solid doctrine,  and fulfilling the role of an apostle
(Ephesians 4:11) to equip the saints for the work and bring the Church
to maturity. Priscilla and Aquila were part of this.

They  risked  their  lives  and  hosted  a  church  in
their home

Romans 16
16:3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus,
4 who risked their own necks for my life. Not only I, but all the
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churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them. 5 Also greet the
church in their house. Greet my dear friend Epenetus, who was
the first convert to Christ in the province of Asia.

We  also  see  mention  of  a  church  meeting  in  their  house  in  In  1
Corinthians  16:19.  They  must  have  had  a  large  home  as  they  were
wealthy  –  and  they  saw  an  opportunity  for  it  to  be  used  for  the
Kingdom.

Isn’t  it  amazing that  this  couple,  with their  wealth and success and
businesses, didn’t get comfortable with all they had? They even risked
their necks for Paul’s life, and seemed to go out of their way for other
churches too. It seems they were not afraid to lose it all for the sake of
Christ! Clearly they knew that God was their source, and clearly they
knew how to steward what they had and invest into the Kingdom.

They discipled Apollos, a powerful preacher
Acts 18:24-28 
24 Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to
Ephesus. He was an eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures.
25 He had been instructed in  the way of  the Lord.  And being
fervent  in  spirit,  he  spoke  and  taught  accurately  the  things
concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26
He began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla
and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him
the way of God more accurately. 27 And when he wished to cross
to  Achaia,  the  brothers  encouraged  him  and  wrote  to  the
disciples  to  welcome him.  When he arrived,  he greatly  helped
those  who  through  grace  had  believed,  28  for  he  powerfully
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refuted the Jews in  public,  showing by the Scriptures  that the
Christ was Jesus.

Not only were they good at business, and not only did they make their
business  and  wealth  available  for  the  Gospel,  but  they  also
understood  the  scriptures  and  were  able  to  teach  others.  Their
ministry  to  Apollos  created tremendous  fruit  for  the Kingdom,  and
Apollos is frequently mentioned in the New Testament as an effective
apostle.

Thinking creatively
As we can see in these short examples, we can think creatively about
our role in God’s Kingdom. Many wealthy people think only of their
tithe or money they can give to the church, and many times they feel
limited – as if they simply work to give money. There is tremendous
reward for that but there is even more – you can make your home
available, practice hospitality, travel with a translocal team, open up a
business in another region or nation to support a couple planting a
church, and so much more.  This creative thinking is not just for the
wealthy either. We can all think differently about what we have, and
find new ways to pioneer and use what we have for the sake of God’s
Kingdom advancing on the earth.  Think differently about your time.
Think differently about your talents. 

This is what God is doing – advancing his Kingdom through the Church
and making Jesus known across the earth. Is there anything else to be
doing? Let us then get on board with this mission through our lives and
be rich towards God.
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DOWNLOAD THE PODCAST

This booklet is a summary of our preaching series Rich Towards God,
preached at Cornerstone’s sites in Johannesburg in April – July, 2016.

You can download the mp3’s of this series at no cost at the following
link:

http://cornerstonechurch.co.za/rich-towards-god/
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