
This project can work with ANY history class, and at many grade levels. With this project, 
students create a short podcast about a particular event in history of their own choosing. 

To record their podcasts, students will need to have access to the free Anchor App. Student can 
download the app on their phones. The app is also available through Ipads. Students can also log 
on through desktops or Chromebook computers to edit the podcasts also. 

Please check to make sure that students can access the app before purchasing this product. 

Introduce the project and discuss requirements. You might 
mention some topics within the Unit of Study that you would 
like your students to make podcasts about, or you might have 
a list for students to pick from. (If you decide to use a list, you 
will need to edit the bottom of the second page to change the 
directions slightly.)

Have students listen to an example intro from Tides of 
History. I have students base the podcasts they make on the 
introductions provided in this podcast. The podcast really 
illustrates history through dramatic storytelling. The creator 
of the podcast, Patrick Wyman, uses sound effects and sensory 
details to make listeners imagine the story. 

Students will be modeling 
their podcasts on the 
introductions in the Tides of 
History Podcast. Each 
introduction lasts between 
3:00 and 5:00 minutes. 
Therefore, the requirements 
expect students to create 
podcasts that last at least 3:00 
minutes in length. 

Students will create a mini-podcast to tell the story of a particular 
event in history using dramatic story retelling, sensory details, 
sound effects and music!

(These plans are based on class periods of 40 
minutes.)

However, because the podcast intros are very short, the process of making their own podcast won’t be 
overwhelming to students. You can pick a couple of podcasts yourself to provide as an example. I’ve found that it 
helps to pick a topic that students have learned about previously. I’ve often used the podcast discussing the 
effects of the plague on Europe. 

As students listen to the example, have them answer the questions on page 2. Discuss answers with students, as 
students will likely have a variety of responses. If possible, you can even have students compare more than one 
introduction.

On the second day, students should start mapping the ideas they would like to present in their podcasts. I’ve 
provided two pages to help them plan out the story that they would like to tell. The first page (pg. 3) allows them 
to brainstorm the more historical details, while the second (pg. 4) has them focus on the story of the people 
they’re creating to tie in with the historical details. With this section, students should utilize any notes or 
supplementary resources to gather the details they’d like to include. For the second page, students will use the 
historical details to build their own story. I would give students a full class to map their ideas. However, if they 
finish, they can just start their transcript. 

It’s very possible for students to work in groups to make this podcast by dividing the work into sections. You 
need to decide what’s best for your classroom situation. 

https://wondery.com/shows/tides-of-history/
https://wondery.com/shows/tides-of-history/


You will have to assess how much time you will provide students to type and edit their transcripts, and then 
create their podcasts. This will vary greatly depending on the grade level you work with. Therefore, I’m not 
going to provide a specific timeline. For my AP students, this process took four class periods (40 minutes 
each) total. However, if working with younger students, the process from start to finish will likely take a bit 
longer. 

Students will create a mini-podcast to tell the story of a particular 
event in history using dramatic story retelling, sensory details, 
sound effects and music!

The digital/ distance learning of this lesson works very similarly to the classroom version. Students can still 
work collaboratively. Teachers can assign shared version of the Google Slides to groups, students can type 
their podcast transcripts and even record in separate locations (with the same Anchor Account). The digital 
version locks the template in the background and provides text boxes for students to type in. You can edit the 
template by clicking Slide - edit master. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.1.B
Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that 
demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.1.D
Establish and maintain a formal style.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.6
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the 
relationships between information and ideas clearly and efficiently.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.2.A
Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 
information into broader categories as appropriate to achieving purpose; include 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

This project is tied with the following Common Core Standards. If can also be linked easily with 
specific curriculum standards depending on the topics you teach. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/2/a/


Next, you need to review your chosen topic, and collect some details that you will include in your podcast script. 
As you choose the details you wish to include, think carefully about how you will tell the story. Complete the 
mind map below as you develop your story.

What topic have you chosen to focus 
on in your podcast? 

What might someone see 
or smell if they were living 
through this historical 
event? 

Describe a historical detail you’re going to 
include in your script to tell the story. 

Describe a second historical detail.

Where is the setting of your 
podcast? Think of the 
geographical location, and 
the type of location.

Describe a third historical detail.

Describe a fourth historical detail.

Describe a fifth historical detail.

What dates or event are you going to 
reference in your story? What vocabulary terms from our unit of 

study can you include in your story? 


