
 
 
 
 

Feb. 5  Blood Drive 
 

Feb. 8 Usher/Greeter CPR/AED 
  Training 
 

Feb. 9 Shrove Tuesday Talent Show 
  and Pancake Dinner 
 

Feb. 10 Ash Wednesday  
  Worship Service 
 

Feb. 14 Hornpipes! 
  Community Artist Concert 
 

Feb. 17 Taizé Worship & Soup Supper 
 

Feb. 24 Taizé Worship & Soup Supper 
 

Feb. 28, Mar. 6 & 13  
  Inquirer’s/New Members Class 
 

Feb. 29 Usher/Greeter CPR/AED 
  Training 
 

Mar. 2 Taizé Worship & Soup Supper 
 

Mar. 9 Taizé Worship & Soup Supper 
 

Mar. 13 Daylight Savings Time Starts 
 

Mar. 16 Taizé Worship & Soup Supper 

Upcoming Events 
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February Worship Schedule 
 

During this interim period in the life of our church, we want to keep  
you informed of our Sunday morning schedules.  
 

The worship service schedule for February is:   
 

 February 7  The Rev. Linda Male, Communion 

 February 10  Ash Wednesday Worship Service, 7 p.m. 

 February 14  The Rev. Linda Male 

 February 17 Taizé Worship Service, The Rev. Jill VanderWal 

 February 21  The Rev. Jill VanderWal 

 February 24 Taizé Worship Service, The Rev. Jill VanderWal 

 February 28 The Rev. Linda Male 
 

Our sermon theme through Easter is Pressing On Towards Jerusalem: 
Postcards from the Journey through Mark’s Gospel. 
 

Season of Lent  
Worship Services  

 

February 10 
Ash Wednesday 

Worship Service, 7 p.m. 
 

Praying with the Saints 
A Lenten Taizé Series 
Wednesday evenings  

at 6:00 p.m. in the Chapel 
 February 17 - March 16 

followed by a soup supper  
in the lounge 

& !
 

February 9 
Dinner: 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Show: 6:30 p.m. 
 

 Tickets on sale now!  
 

 
Now Recruiting Acts!  

 

We are looking for 2-4 minute acts for the show.  
Silly or serious, come and show off your talent! 

 

Contact Maryanne to be part of the show:  
mbeery@fpgh.org or 842-6760 
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Prayer Concerns:  
Harvey Bekins, Betty Joelson,  
Helen LaVercombe, Ruth 
Mastenbrook and Don & Shirley 
Swifney  

 
Our Sympathy: 

to Ann and Brock Hesselsweet on  
the death of Ann’s mother, Phyllis  
Rodenhouse, on January 5, 2016. 
 
to the family and friends of Lynne 
Sherwood, who passed away on  
January 10, 2016. 
 
to Sue Roper on the death of her 
brother-in-law Bryce Adie, on  
January 21, 2016. 
 

Thank you! 
“Thank you to the members of  
First Presbyterian for your continued  
support of Angel Tree. We were able 
to provide Christmas gifts to 60  
children from Prison Fellowship,  
and 60 children from our Salvation 
Army program.  
 

All ages in the congregation took part 
in Angel Tree. The children made 
Christmas cards that included notes 
from incarcerated parents, and the 
youth groups delivered presents to 
families in Muskegon. 
 

Special thanks to the church office 
staff and the Angel Tree Committee: 
 

Alice Akin Paul McNergney 
Marilyn Bosch Sheron Miller 
Suzanne Cooper Michelle Potter 
Carole DeYoung Kathy Schwartz 
Sandie Enders Becky Steinhauer 
Mary Fullerton Alishia Terrill 
Andrew LeFurge Tina VanderWall 
Staci LeFurge Caleb Zokoe 
Judy McAlister 

 

Anne Guimond, Angel Tree Chair 
 

Thank you! 
 To the “Blessings in a Blanket” Ministry: 
“Thank you so much for the adorable 
blanket, burp cloth, and tiny bear! 
And especially thank you so much for 
your thoughts and prayers! It is so 
sweet to be able to wrap our little 
‘blessing’ in his ‘blessing blanket,’ 
knowing the thought behind it.” 
      Jessica 
 

In Our Church 

 
 
 
 
Every month, we publish upcoming birthdays of our members and friends 
who are no longer able to come to church regularly. We are sure that cards 
from their church family would be very welcome and appreciated! 

 

Feb. 6 Fern Mastenbrook 
 15255 Clovernook 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

Feb. 27 Louise Edwards 
 1410 S. Ferry, C-6 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

Feb. 28 Jean Wagner 
 Freedom Village 
 145 Columbia Avenue  
 Room 1270 
 Holland, MI 49423 

March 2  Cliff Pfaff 
  112 Poplar Trail 
  Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 
March 8  Don Edward 
  16989 Pierce 
  West Olive, MI 49460 

CPR and AED Training Offered  
for Ushers and Greeters 

 

If you are an usher or a greeter, we strongly encourage  

you to sign up for a 2-hour CPR and AED training session.  

Our first open session is coming up on February 8,  

but several other training dates are also planned. 
 

To sign up, go to:  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4ea8ae2aa5fa7-cprtraining 

or call the church office at 842-6760. 

 

 

You are Invited... 

to our next 

Inquirer’s Class Series   

Sundays from 10:00-11:00 a.m. 

February 28, March 6 & 13 
 

Do you have questions about the Presbyterian Church? 
 

Are you thinking about becoming a member  
of First Presbyterian Church? 

 

Find out more about the beliefs and traditions of the Presbyterian church.  
To reserve your spot, contact Karen Nienhouse at 842-6760 or 

knienhouse@fpgh.org. Nursery and Sunday school are available. 
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From the Desk of Jill VanderWal 

So …what’s next? Our polity 
(form of governance) in the 
Presbyterian Church USA provides a 
detailed roadmap to lead 
congregations through times of 
pastoral transition. The nominating 
committee has spent the last several 
months recruiting and interviewing a 
fabulous class of new Elders and 
Deacons, as well as a Pastor 

Nominating Committee (PNC). The 
slate of nominees was be voted on at 
the annual congregational meeting on 
January 31. This is one major step in 
the search for our next pastor. Keep 
the PNC in your prayers.  

Ok…then what’s next? One of the 
ways we can help inform and equip 
the PNC is to give them as much 
information and insight into what we 
(the congregation) see as the strengths 
and potential growth areas of our 
church. This process involves a 
congregational self-study. Through a 
self-study we will use a professional 
survey to collect input, and then the 
PNC will dive into the data and trends 
as a launching point for their study 
and search process. Your job as a 
congregation (members, attenders, 
visitors are all welcome to participate) 
is to provide us with your feedback; it 
is the PNC’s job to begin to listen, 
learn and interpret the data. They will 
use it to help bring clarity to where 
we are as a church and what sort of a 
future pastor and leader will be the 

best fit. This survey is just one way 
the PNC will collect feedback.    

In January 2016, Session voted to 
approve and move ahead with the 
Transforming Church Index (TCI) 
Survey. This is the most extensive 
survey I have seen in the church 
assessment world, as the results of 
each church’s survey are compared to 
national norms, which are backed by 
over 7,000 records in the TCI 
database. The confidential survey 
asks 110 questions, each targeting one 
of the five key church health 
indicators plus 20 adjectives about the 
church. It will be available online as 
well as in paper copy format in the 
month of February.  

First Presbyterian Church has a strong 
legacy of relevant and meaningful 
ministries that flow out of passion-
filled worship. As we look to the 
future I hope for continued 
conversations about our identity and 
purpose in this community. I believe 

(Continued on page 5) 

OUR VISION 
 

We are called to celebrate God’s grace as a Christ-centered community of acceptance,  
growing in faith and living as Christ’s hands to serve. 

Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Linda Male, Interim Pastor, Head of Staff 

Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Coordinator 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

Patty Warner, Hospitality Coordinator 

Becky Yonan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Caleb Zokoe, Youth Director 

First Presbyterian Church First Presbyterian Church   
of Grand Havenof Grand Haven  

 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

 

Phone: 616.842.6760 
Fax: 616.842.5979 

 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 
8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 
 

Next  

Steps 



Tidings article deadline for March 2016 issue: February 17, 2016 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or firstpres@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

VOLUME 64, ISSUE 2 PAGE 4 

In Our Church/Outreach 

First Sunday  
Food Collection,  

February 7 

 
 

Community Artist & Speaker Series 
 

Hornpipes! 
Sunday, February 14, 4:00 p.m. 
 

 Take your sweetheart to this fun, free 
Community Artist Series concert on 
Valentine’s day!  
 

The brilliance of the trumpet blended with 
the majesty and colors of the organ inspires 
Hornpipes! 
 

Two virtuoso performers, Scott Montgomery 
and Pamela Smitter, lend their unique artistic 
voices in creating an exuberant new expression 
from these traditional instruments.  

 

All of the Community Artist events are free and open to the public. 
For the full schedule of our 2015/16 artists and speakers,  

visit the Music Ministries page at www.fpgh.org 

Every month, the Mission  

Committee collects non-perishable 

food and household goods like 

shampoo, toilet paper and laundry 

detergent for local food pantries.  
 

This month’s donations will go to 

The Salvation Army. 

 

Please bring items to 

the designated spot in 

the Gathering Area on 

or before Sunday, 

February 7. 

 

If you have never attended a pancake 
dinner on Shrove Tuesday here at the 
church, you have the opportunity this 
year to join in the fun! In many  
traditions the day before Ash 
Wednesday is one of feasting and  
frivolity.  It is one last chance to eat, 
drink, and be merry before the  
Lenten season of repentance and  
self-examination. 
 

“Shrove” is a form of the word 
“shrive” which means “absolve” or 
“forgive.”  Traditionally the priest 
hears confessions of the faithful and 
pronounces forgiveness of sins.   
Anything done on Tuesday could be 
forgiven on Wednesday when the sign 
of penitence—the ashes—was received 
after confession. 
 

This is not exactly the Presbyterian 
way, but we do mark the six weeks 
leading up to Easter in a way that  
encourages reflection, prayer,  
confession, and forgiveness. This year 
on Ash Wednesday we will have a  
 

 

7:00 p.m. service with 
ashes. We also are 
adding a time during 
the mid-day on Ash 
Wednesday for quiet 
prayer, music, and 
scripture for those who want to be 
marked by the ashes of repentance. 
 

From 11:30 until 1:30 the chapel is 
open on Ash Wednesday for those 
who cannot attend an evening service 
but can come during the day. There 
will be candles, soft music, quiet 
time, a Psalm reading, prayer, and the 
imposition of ashes on forehead or 
wrist. Every half hour this will be  
repeated, so that people can come and 
go as their schedules dictate. Jill and I 
will each take one of the hours to be 
present with those who attend. Of 
course, you may attend both the mid-
day and the evening times of worship.  
God is compassionate towards all 
who come. 
 

       - Rev. Linda Male 

Shrove Tuesday – Ash Wednesday 
Taizé  

Worship Services 
 

Taizé services are a time of 

quiet reflection and  

meditation, interspersed with 

short simple songs. These  

services are intended to  

promote stillness, allowing us 

to be more open and  

attentive to the Spirit of God.  
 

If you have never attended  

a Taizé service before,  

we welcome you to try one 

this season. 
 

Wednesdays during Lent  

at 6:00 p.m.  
 

a light soup supper will be 

served in the lounge  

after each Taizé service. 
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From the Desk of Jill VanderWal 

interim, in-between times, provide a 
great opportunity to ask new or tough 
questions such as, “How would the 
community miss us if we weren’t 
here?” These questions help us clarify 
our focus which will serve us well as 
we look to the future.  

Thanks in advance for your support 
and feedback as we venture to ask 
tough questions and learn together 
through this interim time.   

TAG Consulting’s Transforming 
Church Survey five key indicators:  

 Consumerism/Community   
At FPC, are we partners in 
ministry or are we consumers of 
the church’s products? 

 Incongruence/Code   
Do we own the values and mission 
of the church? 

 Autocracy/Shared Leadership   
Is leadership a shared function? 

 Cloister/Missional   
Does our church have an inward or 
an outward focus? 

 Inertia/Reinvention   
What is our church’s capacity to 
embrace change? 

Following are a couple sample 
questions. Participants answer on a 
scale of 1 to 5, 1 being “Strongly 
Disagree” and 5 being “Strongly 
Agree”: 

“My actions Influence the Church” 

“My church is…friendly” 

 “Our leaders practice what they 
expect others to do” 

 

 

After the survey is complete, TAG 
will work with the PNC to assess our 
results.  They will explore each of the 
5 indicators results in our context and 
have an open dialogue on the issues 
that will either hinder or support our 
church’s ability to grow and 
transform lives in the future. 

So are you ready for what’s next?   
I am.  

Happy New Year,  

From your Interim Pastor Jill 

 

(Continued from page 3) 

In Our Church 

 

Church Trivia… 
 

Q: What is that red light on the chancel wall, and where did it come from? 

A: That light was a donation made by a member of our church and is called a sanctuary 

lamp, chancel lamp, everlasting light, or eternal flame. Take your pick, they’re all correct for 

our church. 

Christian churches often have at least one lamp continually burning before the sanctuary, not  

only as an ornament of the chancel, but for the purpose of worship. The chancel lamp is used 

to honor the presence of Christ in the sanctuary, and should be kept alight to indicate a belief 

in the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist. The continuous burning of the lamp is meant to 

show that the light of Christ always burns in a sin-darkened world.  

With influence from Judaism in the Old Testament, God told Moses that a lamp filled with 

pure oil should perpetually burn in the Tabernacle (Ex 27:20-21). Such sanctuary or tabernacle 

lamps are often colored red, though this is not prescribed by law. This serves to distinguish this light from other  

votive lights within the church. The lamp may be suspended by a rope or chain near the entry of the sanctuary,  

or it may be affixed to a wall; oil lamps or candles may also be used. 

So now you know. The light is part of the ancient history of the church, both Old and New Testaments.  

The Light of Christ. 

If you have a trivia question about anything in our church, e-mail worship@fpgh.org and look for the answer in an 

upcoming issue of The Presbyterian Tidings! 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Real_Presence_of_Christ_in_the_Eucharist
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Votive_candle
mailto:worship@fpgh.org
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Summer Camp 
Grants 

 

It’s hard to believe, but summer 

camps are starting to fill up!  
 

Children's Ministries is thrilled to 

offer our "Camp Pathways Grant 

Program" to encourage all children 

from Kindergarten thru 12th 

grade to attend a Christian camp 

this summer. Each student who 

applies will receive grant money. 

This is not a need-based program. 
 

Applications and 

more details are 

available at the 

Children's 

Ministries desk.  

 

New #Family Class 
begins February 7 

 

Based on the book 40 Days,  
40 Prayers, 40 Words, by Bruce 
Reyes-Chow, our new #Family class 
is designed to guide those with busy 
lives through the season of Lent. 
 

Forty devotions are each framed 
around a word inspired by the daily 
lectionary readings and include a 
short scriptural passage, inspirational 
prayer, and reflection. Participants 
also have access to social media 
links to expand the way we can  
connect with God and each other 
during Lent and at any time along 
our journeys of faith. 
 

Class meets on Sundays at 10:00 
a.m. in room 3 beginning February 7. 

In Our Church 

 

Blood Drive 
February 5 

 

The need is constant. 
The gratification is instant. 

 

Give blood. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our next blood drive: 
Friday, February 5 
12:00—5:45 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church  
of Grand Haven 

 

sign up online at:  
www.redcrossblood.org 

 

 

2016 Per Capita 
 

Per-capita is a charge we pay to the Presbytery each year for every member of our congregation.  
The amount for this year is $25.37 
 

Please give prayerful consideration toward paying the per-capita amount for each person in your family 
who is a church member. 
 

Thank you! 
 

For more per-capita FAQs, visit this page on the PC-USA website: http://tinyurl.com/mkdv2g4 

Youth Group Photos from the Cardboard Sled Race 
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Family Life Ministries—Youth & Children 

Youth Groups 
 

Vine is our high school youth group, and meets on Sundays during the school year from  
5:15-7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Led by Caleb Zokoe 

 

Roots is our middle school youth group and meets from 6:30-8:00 p.m. during the school year in 
Fellowship Hall. Led by Caleb Zokoe 
 

Shine56 is our youth group designed for all 5th and 6th graders!  
Every Sunday evening, all 5th and 6th graders are invited for dinner from 6:30-7:00,  
followed by age-appropriate lessons. Shine56 meets in Fellowship Hall and is led by Becky Yonan. 

 

For the most up-to-date information on youth events, visit the youth facebook page. 
 

Contact Info: 
 

Visit our facebook page: FPGH Youth, Follow us on Twitter:  @Roots_FPGH; @Vine_FPGH 
 

Or contact Caleb Zokoe via email:  czokoe@fpgh.org  

Youth Summer 
Mission Trips! 

 

Vine  
June 25-July 2 

(open to students currently  
in 8th-12th grade) 

 

This year we're headed to Denver! 

 

Forms and $150 deposit will save 
your spot for this life-changing trip. 
See Caleb for forms and details.  

 

Roots 
July 9-15 

(open to students currently  
in 6th & 7th grade) 

 

We will be going to Charlotte, NC!  
 

Forms and $100 deposit will reserve 
your spot for this amazing trip. See 
Caleb for forms and details.  

What’s Happening in Young Children & Worship? 
 

We are excited to introduce the second book in our Young Children & Worship program to our first through third 
graders. The stories come from the book of Mark in the Bible and the stories are a little more complex.Younger 
children will continue learning the stories & parables from Young Children & Worship (book one).   
 

Below is February's schedule of stories: 
 

 Room 16/17    Chapel (grades 1-3) 
Feb. 7   The Lenten Puzzle  Jesus Calls the Twelve             
Feb. 14       Jesus is Baptized Parable of the Farmer            
Feb. 21  Jesus in the Wilderness  Parable of the Fishnet   
Feb. 28  Jesus & the Children Jesus Feeds the 5,000   

 

If you have any questions, you can contact Becky Yonan at byonan@fpgh.org, or 842-6760, extension 14. 

Scholarship 
Applications  

 

Applications for scholarships to be 
awarded this spring are now 
available in the church office or on 
the high school page of our website 
(www.fpgh.org). 
 

 James and Lois Hillis Fund 
awards scholarships to students 
going on to any type of post high 
school education or training. 
 

 Ministries Scholarship Fund 
grants awards to high school 
students interested in any form  
of Christian ministry education.     

 

Applications are due in the church 
office no later than April 1, 2016.   

 

Sunday Night Youth 
Group Schedule 

 

Feb. 7 No meeting 
Feb. 14 Shine 56 6:30-8:00 pm 
Feb. 21 Shine56 6:30-8:00 pm 
Feb. 28 Special Event  2:00-4:00 pm 
 
Mar. 6 Shine 56 6:30-8:00 pm 
Mar. 13 Shine 56 6:30-8:00 pm 
Mar. 20 Shine 56 6:30-8:00 pm 
Mar. 27 Easter—no meeting 
 

All 5th and 6th graders and their 
friends are invited to join us  

for fun and food! 



 

 

 

 

508 Franklin Avenue 

Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 

 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship: 

Tune your radio dial to WGHN-FM 92.1 

Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. to hear the previous week’s sermon! 

Or, visit our website:  www.fpgh.org  

February 2016 
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deliver to: (or current resident) 

 

! 
 
Your Easter flower dedications make it possible to decorate the sanctuary and to 
purchase flowers for the Easter worship services.    
  

Anyone who wishes to make a dedication may do so by completing the form below 
and returning it by Sunday, March 20, to the church office, or drop in the Sunday 
offering plate. After Easter, the flowers will be shared with those who are home-
bound or hospitalized. 
 

Please print the name of each person you wish to honor, along with your name and 
telephone number.  Suggested donation: $12 for each dedication. 

 

 DEDICATION 1.  Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
 NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DEDICATION 2.   Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
 NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Given by: _____________________________________________Phone:_____________________________ 

 
Make checks payable to: First Presbyterian Church, with memo notation: “Easter dedication” 


