
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Late night shopping at Pure Triumph in December.  

The lady behind the camera said “No!” 

 

 

January 2016 
 



 

Scribblings 

 

I’m sure that I’m supposed to say something really important at this point but I can’t quite remember 
what it is. Hmm, let me see. Oh Yes I know. HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

The branch calendar for 2015 was the busiest for many a year and our club night on 20th January will 
be given over to event planning for 2016. If there is anything that you would like to see in the events 
list please bring the details along on that night.  

This particularly applies to requests to put bikes on display at shows around the county. If we 
accepted every invite we wouldn’t actually get any riding done so we have to limit the number of 
shows that we go to, so the earlier we know about one the more likely it is that we’ll take part. 

 

 
33 Argyle Street, St.James, Northampton NN5 5LJ  

Tel: 01604-582468 e-mail: Sarge@SargeNorthampton.demon.co.uk 

 

New Members 

The latest additions to the Northants Branch, who have joined the Triumph Owners in the last couple 
of months: 

John Caullay of Northampton 

Craig Goffin of Daventry 

Paul Kent of Newport Pagnell 

James Pettitt of Wellingborough 

Trevor Wagland of Northampton 

Geoff Williams of Blisworth 

John Winter of Padbury 

 
 

John Winter actually signed up in August, but due to a set of unfortunate circumstances his 
membership form went AWOL. Please accept our apologies John 

The timescales for advice of new members being received from HQ means that this list is always one 
month late, so if you joined in December your name will appear in the next issue. 

 

Membership Renewals 

The Branch only sends membership forms off to HQ for processing twice a month (normally on the 
weekend after a club night). So, if you are posting off your renewal it will generally be quicker for you 
to send the form and cheque direct to the HQ address in Horley rather than to the Branch 
Membership Secretary. Don’t worry about the money as the Branch gets the same amount per 
member regardless of the method used to renew. 

Alternatively, you can renew on-line via the club’s website: http://www.tomcc.org/Membership.aspx; 
paying by credit card or PayPal account. 

And if you do send your renewal to me make the cheque out to Triumph Owners MCC and not to Ian 
Sargent! 

 

http://www.tomcc.org/Membership.aspx


 

Northants Branch Info and News 

 

Non-club members are welcome at all events unless specifically marked otherwise. Listen out for 
details at club nights, or check with committee members beforehand in case of short-notice 
alterations/cancellations. Except where indicated, club nights start at 8pm.  

Events 
Wed 6th Jan Club Night at The Crown 

Wed 20th Jan Club Night at The Crown. Spring/Summer event planning 

Wed 3rd Feb Club Night at The Crown. Annual Quiz, set by Chris Dickens 

Wed 17th Feb Club Night at The Crown. Ladies Night 

Wed 2nd Mar Club Night at The Crown 

Sat 12th Mar Branch Dinner at Overstone Manor. See below 

Wed 16th Mar Club Night at The Crown. Branch AGM. See below 

Sun 3rd Apr National TOMCC AGM at Hockley, Essex 

Wed 6th Apr Club Night at The Crown 

Wed 20th Apr Club Night at The Crown 

Daily 30th Apr-2nd May Rushden Historical Vehicle Cavalcade. Details from Phil Short or Phil Barton 

 
Branch HQ:  

The Crown, Senwick Road, Wellingborough, NN8 1NJ. The pub is on the south-east side of 
Wellingborough, a 5 minute ride from the A45 and the southern section of the A509. It’s only a few 
hundred yards away from Pure Triumph, so if you know where the dealer’s showroom is our HQ will 
be easy to find. 
 

Meetings are held on the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of each month, starting at 8pm. Please park 
motorcycles in that section of the car park to the right of the pub’s front door. 
 
 
December’s Surprise Guest:  
 

At the club night on 2nd December we had a surprise 
visitor in the form of this gentleman on the right. 

He’s Mike Arnesen and he was the founding Branch 
Chairman in 1977. He was also the Club’s National 
Chairman for a couple of years. 

Mike got in touch with us early in 2015 and since then 
has made two contributions to the July and November 
2015 issues of Vibrations. A couple of his old photos 
also now appear in the archives on our website. 

Mike has submitted another article for us about the 
trials and tribulations of a Sprint with fuelling/ignition 
problems, which you can read on page 8 
 
  



 

Northants Branch Info and News 

 

Pure Triumph:  

Our local Triumph dealer is based at The Embankment, Wellingborough, NN8 1LD. The company’s 
website can be found at www.puretriumph.co.uk.  

On production of a current Triumph Owners membership card, Pure Triumph at 
Wellingborough will give a 10% discount on the following items: Clothing, Oxford Products, 
Helmets, Oil products, Labour on Servicing. 

The Branch on the Internet: 
 

Our website can be found at: www.northantstomcc.org.uk. Most pages are public but there is one 
small section that is restricted to branch members only, accessed via the password that is advised 
separately.  

We are always looking for new articles and photos to add to it. If you have anything suitable please e-
mail the webmaster: webmaster@northantstomcc.org.uk 

We also have Facebook page: www.facebook.com/groups/northantstomcc/ 

Francois has been putting a lot more onto the website over the last couple of months. Reports and 
photos from all the recent rideouts and other events are there, and a new Roll of Honour section has 
been created. That currently lists all the winners of the Branch Concours d’Elegance trophies since 
we started doing them in 1983; also the recipients of the awards handed out at the AGM since 2011. 
The AGM awards, dating back to 1978, will be added just as soon as we can work our way through 
all the old AGM minutes. 

If you go on any branch events please make a conscious effort to take a photo (mobile phone OK) 
and send it to Sarge & Francois). This will ensure the newsletter and website have something to 
show when writing the reports.  

Links: 

Triumph Owners MCC national website: www.tomcc.org 

Triumph Owners MCC events website: www.tomccevents.co.uk  

Triumph Owners Clothing website: www.tomccstore.com  

The club also has a page on Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/4526704577/. 

British Motorcyclists Federation: www.bmf.co.uk  

Triumph Motorcycles: www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk  

Bike Nights in Northamptonshire: 

Jack’s Hill Café Bike Night, A5 north of Towcester: First Friday of each month. 
www.jackshillcafe.co.uk  

Earls Barton Classic Car and Bike Meet, Whites Nurseries, Clay Lane: First Wednesday of each 
month April-September, 4.30pm to 9pm. www.classicbikemeet.co.uk/. £3 per person admission  

Billing Bike Night, Billing Garden Village, The Causeway, Great Billing. Every Wednesday from April. 
www.allseasonscafe.co.uk  

AJs Diner Bike Night, 141 Leyland Trading Estate, Irthlingborough Road, Wellingborough: Every 
Thursday 7pm-10pm. www.ajsdiner.co.uk  
  

http://www.puretriumph.co.uk/
http://www.northantstomcc.org.uk/
mailto:webmaster@northantstomcc.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/northantstomcc/
http://www.tomcc.org/
http://www.tomccevents.co.uk/
http://www.tomccstore.com/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/4526704577/
http://www.bmf.co.uk/
http://www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk/
http://www.jackshillcafe.co.uk/
http://www.classicbikemeet.co.uk/
http://www.allseasonscafe.co.uk/
http://www.ajsdiner.co.uk/
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Northants Branch Clothing Range 

Our range of clothing follows the Henry Ford maxim of “any colour you like so long as it’s black”. 

All items come with the branch logo embroidered on the front, as shown here. Items 5 & 6 also 
include the large back-print (though this can be left off if requested). Items 1, 2 & 3 can have the back 
print added for an additional £7.50 per item. 
 

 Item Price 

1 T-Shirt £12.00 

2 Polo Shirt £14.50 

3 Business Shirt £25.00 

4 Fleece £25.00 

5 Sweatshirt £26.00 

6 Hoodie £29.50 

7 Baseball Cap £12.00 

8 Sew-On Patch £6.00 

 

Clothing should be ordered via Les Barras at one of our club nights. All being well, what you order at 
one club night will be available for collection at the next (we have not looked at postage costs so it is 
collection only for the time being).  

 

Branch Dinner 

Our annual dinner will be on Saturday 12th March at Overstone Manor, Ecton Lane, Sywell. It will be 
the same format as for the last few years: pay for your own choice from menu, with a large selection 
to choose from.  

Arrive 7pm for proceedings to start at 7.30pm. Tables of 6-8 people in a reserved area, with a team 
leader selected from each table to look after orders and cash.  

There may be a quiz to keep you entertained. We will also be holding a raffle in aid of the local Air 
Ambulance and it would be appreciated if you could donate a prize.  

This must be pre-booked so if you want to come along give your name to Les Barras as soon as 
possible. Non-members welcome. 

Memories of Summer: Ton-Up Day at Jack’s Hill Café. 
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Trip to Kick Back custom bike show 

Me, Vic, Geoff and Barry met at a wet Northampton railway station on Saturday morning nice and too 
early at 9.30. 

Tickets bought, train boarded, London here we come. Arrived at 10.30 and had 1½ hours to wait for 
Graham, sooooo the pub called. Graham arrived from  Marylebone sooooo another round and we 
were off . Underground to Fulham and then meal/refreshments and then to show . Nice show with 
some interesting bikes - could have done with more, met my wife on a NYR stand for chat and 
photos . 

Off we then sped, me and barry decided to visit Winter Wonderland at Hyde park - fantastic winter 
fair well worth a visit. We got back to rainy Nupton at 11ishhh. 

Cracking day with really good / fun company, one of the best this year, thanks guys.  

Paul Anderson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Northants Branch AGM 2016 

The 40th Annual General Meeting of the Northants Branch of the Triumph Owners M.C.C. will take 
place on Wednesday 16th March at The Crown, Senwick Road, Wellingborough. All members are 
asked to attend.  

The meeting will start at 8.30pm.  

Agenda  

1. Chairman to open the meeting and take apologies.  

2. Minutes of the previous meeting* and matters arising.  

3. Executive Officers’ Reports:  

a) Secretary  

b) Treasurer  

c) Chairman  

4. Election of Officers:  

a) Chairman  

b) Secretary  

c) Treasurer  

d) P.R.O.  

e) Scribe  

f) Runs Captain  

g) Membership Secretary  

h) General Purpose Officers  

5. Election of Branch Auditor  

6. Election of Branch Honorary Members  

7. Presentation of Awards:  

a) Triumph Trophy (for general attendance by a full member)  

b) Navigator Trophy (for general attendance by an associate member)  

c) Triumph Rider’s Trophy (for attendance by a full member on a Triumph)  

d) Club Person of the Year  

e) The Double Digit  

8. Propositions (taken from the floor or, preferably, in writing in advance)  

9. Northants Branch 40th Anniversary - 2017 

10. Any Other Business  

Notes:  

All Officers posts are open for nominations (self-nomination is permitted) and may be filled by any 
Branch Member. Any Branch Member may put forward propositions. All nominations and 
propositions must have a seconder.  

7a, 7b and 7c are awarded by points accumulated throughout the year. 7d is awarded by vote of 
members present on the night.  

Copies of the current Branch rules and constitution may be obtained from Ian Sargent.  

* The minutes of last year’s AGM were published in the May 2015 newsletter, which can be found 

on the Branch website: http://northantstomcc.org.uk/archives.html  

http://northantstomcc.org.uk/archives.html


 

Letter from France: The Sprint that didn’t  

It all started quite unexpectedly after the Spring holiday.  Looking forward to a spin on my Sprint 900 
(’94) I was disappointed when it wouldn’t start. Charge battery. Misfire on (ouch) no3 cylinder. Clean 
coil connections, check plugs and sparks (seen better), battery state etc, reassemble – no change. 

Here in deepest France spares classed as in stock usually are (in England!), so internet for bits (HT 
leads etc) and sit and wait for a week. Tank off again (who invented that petrol tap???) fit bits, better 
sparks, reassemble – getting better, now runs on one cylinder!!! Oh no not the carbs? 

Tank off again, air box, carbs, check float levels, clean jets etc, reassemble and while I’m at it split 
rear of K&N air box (much easier) – still only one alight! Tank off again, empty it, flush and clean, 
check fuel and vacuum lines, reassemble – no change only one firing. 

Check HT routing, ok, get on forum for LT wiring, aha, stupid boy thought where LT wires exited loom 
was significant. Swapped 1 & 2, reassembled – yippee firing on 3. Reduced choke – stopped. Tried 
again, would not take “no choke” or any throttle. No air leaks. Got to be carbs. Sh1t. 

Meanwhile got to hear of a specialist in Hinckley 3’s with carbs not far away in Clermont Ferrand, 
who would ultrasonically clean carbs for me, remove a very troublesome pilot jet and rebuild carbs. 
Two week wait, reassemble (curse tap designer again) and try again. Ran on only 2 – no1 misfiring. 
Tank off again, carbs off, pilot jet blocked. Reassembled (I hate that tap designer), still running on 2 – 
misfiring on cylinder no3 (eh?). 

Called specialist who (he was baffled too) offered to lend me CDI box, coils, carb balancer and 
scores of bits to track down fault. While collecting bits saw natty little fuel reservoir suspended from 
ceiling, hooked up to a bike, and I asked about it. “Saves taking the tank on and off and allows 
access to carbs for adjustments” he chirps (grrr). “What fuel do you use” he asked, “95” I replied. 
Next question “yes but 95 or 95 E10” he asked. “Don’t know” I replied. “Get one of these (indicating 
fuel reservoir) and put 98 in it, these bikes don’t like 95E10, especially if it’s from a supermarket fill 
up, or it’s been in the tank a while” he advised. Guilty on both counts. 

Ordered reservoir on ‘net, waited 2 weeks, fitted it, reassembled (without fitting tank tee hee). Fired 
up straight away if a bit lumpy. Balanced carbs, one was way out, and she purred gently. Time for a 
large slug of vin rouge!!!! 

Put back tank, side panels, tank cover and seat, ready for a spin after almost 5 months! 

A terrible frustrating few months but there are compensations: 

Now can do tank replacement in minutes. 

Carbs off and replaced in less than an hour 

Can now tinker with tank off 

There is a very definite technique to mounting and demounting the carbs, detaching and reattaching 
the throttle cable etc. 

Max (the specialist) was at length to explain that ordinary 95 is OK particularly from Elf or Total 
garages, but 95 E10 is 10% ethanol and may be unsuitable for the older bikes. There was an article 
in the Telegraph in July 2009 on much the same issue of 95 E10 fuel in France. 

This guy is really the dog’s nuts and knows his stuff. His stock of bits (mainly second hand) is 
unbelievable. Shame I didn’t know earlier! If you can’t find a bit for a Hinckley 3 with carbs he might 
be worth trying (speaks good English) since he does a postal supply service, and you can find details 
on www.trimax-moto.com.  For any members in France this guy is at St Bonnet lès Allier near 
Clermont Ferrand (and speaks even better French!). 

Mike Arnesen 

 

http://www.trimax-moto.com/


 

December Events: Darts Night & Pure Triumph  

Above: Action from the Darts Night. 

Right: Winner Gary Bonham and Runner-Up Kev 
Hedges. 

 

 

 

 

Above Right: Barry Gambrill signs on the 
dotted line for a new T120. 

Below Right: Despite arduous interrogation, 
Santa refused to divulge what presents 
everybody was getting for Christmas. 


