
JUNE 15 Funeral of Revival
Reading: Exodus 18:13-27

“I am doing a great work! I cannot come down!” (Neh 6:3)

Any genuine revival will result in the ushering in of thousands of
souls. Multiplication of the number of disciples will inevitably result
in the multiplicity of problems too!

“Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was
multiplying, there arose a murmuring against the Hebrews by the
hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily
distribution” (Acts 6:1).

Here was the greatest temptation for the apostles to be deviated
from their primary calling. But they wisely overcame the situation.
They said, “It is not right that we should have to neglect preaching
the Word of God in order to look after the accounts. You, our brothers
must look around and pick out from your number seven men of good
reputation who are both practical and spiritually-minded and we will
put them in charge of this matter. Then we shall devote ourselves
wholeheartedly to prayer and the ministry of the Word” (vv 3,4 JBP).

Oh, how many Indian pastors and preachers have fallen a victim to
the American dollar and the German mark! I believe in orphanages
and similar institutions of social service. But it is not for pastors and
preachers, whose primary calling is to pray, preach and prepare the
people of God to present them perfect before the Lord, to manage
these institutions and steal away the precious hours meant to be spent
in their prayer closet and study. The orphanage explosion in India
has only left us with overfed shepherds and underfed sheep!

Ministers of the Word should learn to entrust to other responsible
men the business matters and the social  activities. We can’t excuse
ourselves saying we don’t have trustworthy men. Did not Jesus give
the treasury to Judas whom He knew was a thief? Did not Jesus give
the keys to Peter who was known for his unsteadiness and weakness?
People grow when they are trusted. We don’t need to be unduly
cautious. At the maximum they can run away with the money, not
our “ministry!”

Revival increases the thirst and intensifies the hunger for God
and His Word among His people. Let the ministers of God spend
maximum time in the presence of God to “speak in the light what God
tells them in the dark” (Mt 10:27). This way the revival flames will be
further fanned.
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Gracious Heavenly Father,

We thank You for calling us to be Your people. We thank You for
adopting us as children in Your family. We thank You for enrolling us in
Your taskforce for accomplishing Your purposes on earth. We thank You
for bestowing on us various gifts according to the responsibilities You have
assigned to us. We thank You for the fellowship of Your people so we may
encourage and help one another in fulfilling Your calling. We worship You
as the God of beauty and order. Thank You for counting us faithful and
putting us in various ministries.

Dear Lord, forgive us for not sticking to our calling, at times, but deviating
into areas not meant for us. Forgive us for not taking time and pains in
sharpening our skills and developing our gifts. Forgive us for lusting for
limelight. Forgive us for undermining the gifts of others. Forgive us the
spirit of independence that isolates us from the fellow members of the
Body of Christ. Forgive us our laziness and slothfulness in Your work,
and for burying the talents You have given us. Help us not to neglect the
gifts in us but use them diligently for the glory of Your Name and the good
of the people.

Father God, we pray for those of us whom You have called to be Pastors,
Preachers and Teachers of Your Word. We thank You for this honourable
calling. Forgive us, O Lord, for not spending sufficient time before You to
prepare our hearts to teach Your Word. Forgive us for neglecting painstaking
study of the Bible to prepare lessons and sermons. Forgive us for overloading
ourselves with mundane things which steal the precious hours of the day.
Forgive us our failure in delegating responsibilities to our fellow-workers.
Forgive us for disrespecting the people of Your flock by poor sermon
preparation. Dear Lord, give us newer and newer revelations of Your grace
and glory everytime we open the Bible. Let our congregations receive fresh
food whenever we climb on the pulpit. Help us labour day and night for
the growth of the people under our care so we may present them perfect
before You. Let us care for them as a father and a mother.

We pray, dear Lord, for the Church worldwide. Send us another revival
for the restoration of apostolic purity and apostolic power. Send us the rain,
Lord, send us the rain, Lord; Send us the latter rain. We need the rain, Lord, we need
the rain, Lord; We need the latter rain! In Jesus’ Name, we pray! Amen!

(Rom 9:25,26;  Heb 2:10-12;  Jn 1:12;  1 Cor 12:7-10; 14:33;  Eph 4:8-11; 12-16;
Mt 10:27; 25:25;  Acts 6:4; 20:31;  1 Thess 2:7,11; Psa 119:18;  Zech 10:1)


