
join in the MONTHLY ARCHDIOCESAN 
PRAYER MISSION at the Cathedral of the 
Good Shepherd, our Mother Church: Purpose: 
to pray for the Archdiocese Vision and Mission 
on Thursday 18 Jul ‘19, 7.30pm Mass followed 
by Reflection and Benediction.Presider: Msgr 
Philip Heng,S.J.

MY SACRED STORY: A POPULAR 
MUSIC WORKSHOP FOR CATECHISTS 
How can popular music from Sam Smith, the 
Jonas Brothers and other pop artists help you 
find God, and so inspire your catechumens to 
discover their sacred story? This workshop 
presents a refreshing approach to sharing faith 
and catechizing. Presented by Montfort Centre. 
31 Aug (Sat, 9am – 5pm). Contribution: $50 
Details/Registration: enquiries@montfortcentre.
org or 96311943.

PIETA is a support group for bereaved parents 
(regardless of how long ago the loss) who seek 
God’s comfort, wisdom and hope through prayer 
and reflection on the WORD OF GOD. Our next 
monthly session (every 4th Tuesday of the month) 
is on Tue 23 Jul ‘19, 7.30pm at Agape Village, 
Toa Payoh Lorong 8. Contact us via email: pieta.
singapore@gmail.com or facebook: https://
facebook.com/PietaSingapore

MAKE YOUR MARRIAGE A PRIORITY! 
“Marriage is a project to be worked on together ... 
and a process of growth.” - Pope Francis (Amoris 
Laetitia, no. 218, 221). Good marriages can 
always be made better.  To deepen and refine your 
couple relationship, sign up for one of the coming 
Marriage Encounter Weekends: 2 - 4 Aug, 4 - 6 
Oct, 1 - 3 Nov & 6 - 8 Dec Contact David & Clara 
@ 96705390 or mewkend@gmail.com Introduction to The Pentateuch

(Part 3 of 4)

Relation of the narratives to history
From such traditions it would be unreasonable 
to expect the minute precision of a modern 
historian: they are not lifeless manuscripts 
but the living heritage of a nation whose 
spirit of unity they nourish and whose 
faith they sustain. But it would be equally 
unreasonable to refuse them any credence on 
the grounds that this precision is lacking.

The first eleven chapters of Genesis must be 
considered separately. They speak in popular 
style of the origin of the human race; in a 
simple, pictorial style suited to the mentality 
of unsophisticated people, they declare the 
fundamental truths on which the plan of 
salvation rests. These truth are: the Creation 
by God at the beginning of time, God’s 
special intervention in the making of man 
and woman, the unity of the human race, the 
sin of our first parents, the fall from divine 
favour and the penalties their descendants 
would inherit in consequence of the sin. All 
these are truths which have their bearing 
upon theological doctrine and which are 
guaranteed by the authority of scripture; but 
they are also facts, and the certainty of the 
truth implies the reality of the facts. It is in 
this sense that the first chapters of Genesis 
are called historical.

As for the patriarchal history, it is in the first 
place a family history: it gathers together 
the treasured memories of the fathers, of 
Abraham, of Isaac, of Jacob and Joseph. It is 
also a popular history: it likes to dwell upon 
personal anecdotes and piquant details and 
makes no attempt to situate its narratives in 
a wider historical context. And lastly, it is 
history written from a religious standpoint: 
each turning-point of the story is signalised 
by a divine intervention and the hand of 
the Providence is seen in each event – an 
outlook theologically exact but disregarding 
the play of secondary causes. Moreover, it is 
for the purpose of demonstrating a religious 
thesis that the various facts are introduced, 
expounded and arranged: they are intended 
to prove that there is one God, one nation 
of his making, one country for it to dwell 
in by God’s gift; this God is Yahweh, the 
nation Israel, the country the Holy Land. 
Nevertheless, the narratives are historical. 
It is true that they have their own method of 
presentation but they deal with events that 
are real: they give a faithful picture of the 
origin and migrations of Israel’s ancestors, 
of their geographical and racial background, 
of their moral and religious way of life. 
The old suspicious attitude towards these 
narratives has had to be abandoned under 
pressure from the data recently provided 
by the historians and archaeologists of the 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year C) Pg 958
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: The just will live in the presence of the Lord.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 22 July 2019 - SAT 27 July 2019
MON: SGS 3:1-4B, JN 20:1-2, 11-18 TUE: EX 14:21—15:1, MT 12:46-50 WED: EX 16:1-5, 
9-15, MT 13:1-9 THU: 2 COR 4:7-15, MT 20:20-28 FRI: EX 20:1-17, MT 13:18-23 SAT: EX 
24:3-8, MT 13:24-30

21 July 2019 Year CSixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building is 
closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. For the safety 
of the public, the columbarium will be closed, the next  period when it will be accessible for visits is on 
All Souls’ Day period: 27 Oct - 10 Nov ‘19. Visiting Hours: 9.00am to 5.00pm. Subsequent niche 
blessings and internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche blessing and 
internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put on personal protection 
gears when they enter the columbarium. 



PARISH NEWS 

MASS FOR THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
Mass dedicated to the souls of the faithful departed 
whose remains are placed in the columbarium 
in our church, and for their family members is 
celebrated on Tue 30 Jul ’19 at 7.20am and 5.30pm.
 
NO EVENING MASSES on 9 and 12 Aug ’19 
-  Being a public holidays on 9 Aug’19 (Fri) and 12 
Aug ’19 (Mon), there will be no evening masses. 

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE 
BVM (Day of Obligation) The Solemnity of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary falls on 
Thu 15 Aug ’19. Mass timings: Wed 14 Aug ’19 at 
5.30pm (English Anticipated Mass) Thurs, 15 Aug 
’19, 7.20am (Eng), 12.15pm (Mandarin), 5.30pm 
Infant Jesus Devotion followed by English mass. 

MEANING OF THE JUBILEE AND 
PLENARY INDULGENCE - 27 Jul ‘19 (Sat) 
from 2.00pm - 4.00pm at Church of Saints Peter 
and Paul. To kick of the year-long celebration for 
the 150th Anniversary, we are organising this event 
to explain the Meaning of Jubilee and Plenary 
Indulgence. Do you have the following questions: 
What is Jubilee in the Church’s context? What are 
Indulgences? How does one gain it? Who can we 

gain the Plenary Indulgences for? Why should we 
gain the Plenary Indulgence? Come, listen and 
understand. There will be opportunities for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation to help you gain the 
Plenary Indulgence. No registration required. All 
are welcome!

CANTONESE RETREAT 2019 Theme: The 
Beatitudes  Remain in my love. (John 15:9) on 
9 Aug 19 (Fri) from 9:00am - 6:00pm at Church 
of Sts Peter and Paul Speakers: Rev. Fr. Stephen 
Yim, Rev. Fr. Terence Wee CSsR & Fr. Jerome 
Leon, SJ. There will be Rosary, Praise and 
Worship, Talks, Testimony, Healing Service and 
Mass Come & Celebrate with us. NO registration 
is required. Organized by: Church of Sts Peter and 
Paul - Cantonese Group.  Co-organizer: SHBCC

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

BROTHER FRANCIS - FRIAR AND 
MINOR - A Glimpse of the Franciscan Way with 
Fr Derrick Yap OFM Date: 26 Jul ‘19 (Fri) Time: 
7.30pm. Venue: Church of Sts Peter and Paul 
Love offering Registration: encounterssg2019@
gmail.com or call 91768909

Everyone in the archdiocese is invited to 
join in the MONTHLY ARCHDIOCESAN 

The events described in Exodus and 
Numbers, and resumed in Deuteronomy, 
take up the story at a very much later 
period: they begin with the birth of Moses 
and end with his death. They cover the 
Exodus from Egypt, the halt at Sinai, the 
journey to Kadesh (the texts are strangely 
silent about Israel’s long stay there) and 
through Transjordania, the settlement in 
the plain of Moab. Unless we concede 
that these events really happened and 
that Moses is truly a figure of history, the 
subsequent history of Israel, its loyalty to 
Yahwism and its attachment to the Law 
will all defy explanation. At the same time, 
we cannot but recognise that the important 
contribution of these recollections to the 
nation’s way of life, and the echoes they 
found in its ritual, have endowed the 
narratives with the proportions of a national 
epic (e.g. the crossing of the Red Sea) or 
with the characteristics of a liturgical act 
(e.g. the Passover). Israel, therefore, now a 
nation, makes its appearance on the stage of 
world history. There is no mention of this in 
any of the ancient witnesses, if we except 
the obscure allusion on the stele of Pharaoh 
Meneptah, but what the Bible relates is in 
broad agreement with what the texts and 
the archaeologists tells us about the Hyksos 
invasion of Egypt (these invaders being 
for the most part Semites), about Egyptian 
administration in the Delta, and about 
political conditions in Transjordania.

Today it is the task of the historian to 
align these biblical data with the facts of 
general history. With the prudent reserve 
dictated by the insufficiency of biblical 
indications and the uncertainty of extra-
biblical chronology, we may put Abraham’s 
stay in Canaan at about 1850 B.C. Joseph’s 
life in Egypt and that of the other sons on 
Jacob who subsequently joined him there 
we may date a little after 1700. The date 
of the Exodus is disputed: one theory, 
which once held the field and still has its 
supporters, favours the 15th century when 
the Eighteenth Dynasty ruled in Egypt; 

another puts the Exodus in the 13th century 
under the Nineteenth Dynasty. This second 
opinion seems to satisfy the historical facts 
better than the first, namely the residence 
in the Delta of the Nineteenth-Dynasty 
pharaohs and their colossal building 
operations and the loosening of Egypt’s 
hold over Syro-Palestine towards the end of 
the reign of Rameses II; it also agrees with 
the archaeological evidence on the setting 
up of the Edomite and Moabite kingdoms in 
Transjordania and on the cultural changes 
in certain Palestinian towns at the beginning 
of the Iron Age which would correspond 
with the proposed date for the occupation 
by the Israelites.

On such grounds we are inclined to date the 
Exodus in the reign of Meneptah (1224 – 
1214) and the Oppression in that of Rameses 
II (1290 – 1224); or, perhaps preferably, 
the Exodus in the second half of the long 
reign of Rameses II (1290 – 1224) and the 
beginning of the Oppression in the reign of 
Seti I (1310 – 1290).

The Laws
In the Jewish Bible the Pentateuch is called 
the Law, the Torah, and indeed it embodies 
that whole complex of regulations which 
governed the nation’s moral, social and 
religious life. To the modern mind the most 
remarkable feature of this legislation is its 
religious character. This quality is also to be 
found in certain other codes of the ancient 
East but we nowhere find a body of law in 
which the sacred so pervades the profane: 
in Israel it is God who dictates the law, it is 
man’s duty to God that the law prescribes, 
religious motives lie behind all the law’s 
injunctions. For the moral prescriptions 
that make up the Decalogue or for the ritual 
laws of Leviticus this may seem natural 
enough; what is more significant is that civil, 
criminal and religious enactments should 
be intermingled in the same corpus and the 
whole set out as the charter of the Covenant 
with Yahweh. It is only to be expected 
that the proclamation of these laws should 

CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a free 
subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best Catholic resources 
for children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to sppchurch.formed.org 
Click “Register Now” Enter your name, email address, and desired password. You’re all 
ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! FORMED app is also 
available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

be linked up with the narratives of what 
happened in the desert where that Covenant 
came into being.

We have already said that the basic elements 
of the legislation date back to the Mosaic 
period; but since laws are only made to be 
applied, these had to be adapted to changing 
conditions of place and time. This explains 
why, in the groups we are about to consider, 
we find ingredients of great antiquity side 
by side with formulations or provisions 
which reflect the problems of a later age. 
Besides this, Israel was necessarily indebted 
to neighbouring cultures. There are some 

astonishing similarities between some of the 
clauses in the Code of the Covenant or in 
Deuteronomy and those in the Mesopotamian 
Codes, in the Collection of Assyrian Laws 
and in the Hittite Code. The likenesses are 
to be explained not be direct borrowing 
but by the influence of alien constitutions, 
or else by the existence of a common law 
partly shared by the peoples of the Near 
East in ancient times. Furthermore, after the 
Exodus, Canaanite practice exerted a strong 
influence on the formulation of laws and on 
the pattern of ritual worship. (to be cont’d) 

Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966


