
Sermon 59: Luke 11:5-13: Encouragements to Pray

OUTLINE

The parable 
The statements
The contrast

INTRODUCTION

Jesus as the master-teacher on prayer knows that we have more than one problem with 
prayer, not knowing what to pray for; but we also have a problem in how we pray, our 
uncertainty in prayer.  We all struggle with a lack of faith and that lack of faith will reflect in 
our praying.  Our faith is small because our knowledge of God is small, we do not view Him 
as generous and willing.  Our faith is small because our view of the gospel is small, 
therefore our sins loom large and we think God is unwilling to hear us, for we are unworthy.
Jesus has taught the disciples the Lord’s Prayer, this is a masterful summary of what to pray
for, but merely having the head knowledge of what to pray for does not make you a prayer 
warrior, so Jesus does not stop His teaching there.  Knowing that we are timid in prayer, 
knowing that we have false views of God, knowing that we may be overwhelmed with our 
own unworthiness Christ gives further encouragements to pray in Luke 11:5-13.  Jesus who 
knows the Father, who has His own intimate prayer life with the Father seeks to move us 
not only to prayer the correct things but with the right attitude, with confidence and 
boldness.  

This section is divided up into three parts, there is the parable of the friend at midnight, v5-
8; this leads to the statements about asking, seeking and knocking, v9-10; and this is 
followed by a contrast between evil fathers and our Heavenly Father, v11-13.  These will be 
our three points, the parable, the statements, and the contrast.  

The parable

Lynn and I have a perennial disagreement over hospitality, if we invite people over for a 
meal we should provide some juice, something to drink as well, and she says, ‘No, water will
be fine.’  So which is right? There are no defined laws of hospitality today like there were in 
the ancient world.  The parable that Jesus presents is in the context of a hospitality 
emergency.  V5-6, ‘And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at 
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 6 for a friend of mine has arrived on 
a journey, and I have nothing to set before him.’  Jesus begins with a rhetorical question 
assuming the high standards of hospitality in the ancient world.  If someone arrived at your 
house late at night after a long and arduous journey in the middle eastern climate, having 
risked highwaymen and danger, there were well known laws of hospitality that had to be 
observed.  There would be the washing of feet, and sometimes the provision of fragrance 
oils or the burning of incense to cover the smell of sweat.  There would be the provision of a
substantial meal.  We see Abraham modelling such hospitality in Gen. 18:4-8, ‘Let a little 
water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, 5 while I bring a 
morsel of bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since 
you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6 And Abraham went 
quickly into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! Three seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and make
cakes.” 7 And Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a 
young man, who prepared it quickly. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had 
prepared, and set it before them. And he stood by them under the tree while they ate.’  This



desire to provide hospitality is met with the restrictions of the day.  There were no late night
shops, there were no refrigerators with a ready stock of leftovers to serve.  

So understandably you go to your friend’s house to get some food.  We see that Jesus 
stresses the relationship of friend in this parable indicating that our approach to God is like 
approaching a friend.  Think about some of the hesitation that some might have and the 
usefulness of this idea.  The Lord’s Prayer teaches me to ask for forgiveness for my daily 
sins, but what if God gets tired of me sinning and asking for forgiveness?  How can I expect 
to gain anything if I keep on sinning?  What if I do that sin that I asked for forgiveness 
yesterday, again?  Our ongoing struggle with sin constantly makes us unsure before a God 
we know to be holy.  There is a timidity that creeps into our prayers but Jesus is seeking to 
teach us boldness in our approach to God, that we should go to Him for our needs as we 
would gladly go to a friend to get help in this hospitality crisis.  

The text uses the word for borrow without interest, and the loaves would have been the flat
loaves of the times not our larger ones.  

V7, ‘and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my 
children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything’?  Now we have all been 
in this position before haven’t we?  There we are lying in our cozy beds, your feet have just 
warmed up, and now something happens that you have to get out of bed, you just don’t 
want to.  This is how the friend feels when you go knocking on his door looking for food. 
How many times can you say no?, ‘Do not bother me;’ ‘the door is shut’ this means that it is
likely barred with a large wooden beam that would be loud to remove; ‘my children are in 
bed with me,’ this paints the picture of the typical single room house where the family would
all sleep on a mat; ‘I cannot get up and give you anything.’  

Jesus drives the lesson home in v8, ‘I tell you, though he will not get up and give him 
anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and give him 
whatever he needs.’  The key word here is the word ‘impudence.’  This story is only found in
Luke, and this particular word is a hapax legomena, it only occurs once in the NT.  It could 
mean boldness, shamelessness, it means something stronger than to importune.  The point 
of this parable is not to portray God as a grudging and unwilling answer but to embolden 
timid saints in their asking.  Why does God love this boldness in His children?  Well, we must
clarify that this is not the impudence of ignorance and error found in the entitled unbeliever 
who is blithely unaware of their sinfulness and God’s holiness and comes to God as if it were
God’s job to distribute whatever blessing he desired.  We must also clarify that this is not 
the boldness of bad theology like the word of faith teachers who believe that a demanding 
attitude is a strong faith and the thing that moves mountains, a type of will muscle we 
exercise to make the universe do our bidding.  We must not equate God with the fallen 
parent who delights in their willful child as if their childish willfulness were a virtue.  No, 
delights in our boldness because our boldness is a boldness born of the gospel.  The 
Christian is able to come to God and boldly ask because he is confident of the gospel that 
God has provided that has properly dealt with every sin, he is confident in the propitiation of
the sacrifice of Christ which is sufficient.  He knows that God has adopted us as children not 
to terrorize us and to get us to walk around on egg shells in His presence, but to lavishly 
display His generosity to us.  Our boldness glorifies God, it speaks of a sufficient gospel and 
a rich adoption.  As a parent you would be heartbroken if you found out that your child who 
was dealing with a big problem was too scared to talk to you because they were not assured
of your love.  Our boldness puts on display that God is a good Father.  Does your faith dare 
to believe that God is this approachable and willing to hear your prayers?  



The statements

V9-10, ‘And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it 
will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and 
to the one who knocks it will be opened.’  These verses are also found in matt. 7:7-8, but 
the story of the friend at midnight is only found in the context here in Luke.  These words 
about asking, seeking and knocking are Christ’s own application of the parable.  Note how 
v9 beings with the emphatic, ‘and I tell you.’  Christ, as the God-man, as the revelation of 
God on earth is emphatically insisting on what He is about to say.  We have here 3 
imperatives, three commands that as believers we are to obey when we pray.  Ask, seek 
and knock.  These three commands are followed by three certified results, giving, finding 
and opening.  

We all pray and don’t really think that God will answer, we are more ready to explain why 
God shouldn’t answer than believe why He would.  Jesus after challenging us to come 
boldly, not only wants to change our attitude of approach but our expectation in God 
answering as well.  Ask is an invitation and is there to embolden us to pray, and the promise
that it will be given is there to strengthen our expectation of an answer.  But we are not 
only encouraged to ask but to pursue, seek.  This invitation to seek emboldens us to come 
not with timid desires that only enquire once but with the strength of pursuit.  The promise 
that we will find enforces that this seeking is not vain but will result in what we seek.  This 
of course intensifies into the knocking, the persistent knocking of the parable that is 
answered, the door is opened and what we need we get.  

Getting from God is a novel idea, but it is one that the gospel creates.  Think about all other
forms of religion.  In other forms of religion you have to bribe God, you have to trick Him, 
you have to suffer to twist his arm, or enter into some bargain.  Jesus is reminding us of 
what it means that God is our Father.  Whenever I preach on prayer my mind automatically 
goes to one of my favourite verses on prayer, Heb. 4:16, ‘Let us then with confidence draw 
near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need.’  There are many things that we could say about this verse but listen to what 
Spurgeon says about the throne of God not being a throne of demanding payments and 
taxes but a generous throne of grace: ‘ If it be a throne of grace, then all the wants of those
who come to it will be supplied. The King from off such a throne will not say, "Thou must 
bring to me gifts, thou must offer to me sacrifices." It is not a throne for receiving tribute; it 
is a throne for dispensing gifts. Come, then, ye who are poor as poverty itself; come ye that 
have no merits and are destitute of virtues, come ye that are reduced to a beggarly 
bankruptcy by Adam's fall and by your own transgressions; this is not the throne of majesty 
which supports itself by the taxation of its subjects, but a throne which glorifies itself by 
streaming forth like a fountain with floods of good things. Come ye, now, and receive the 
wine and milk which are freely given, yea, come buy wine and milk without money and 
without price. All the petitioner's wants shall be supplied, because it is a throne of grace.’1   

Do we dare to believe that God is willing to answer and come expecting Him to answer?  
Doesn’t our conscience smite us because we know what sinners we are and we are not 
worthy?  Doesn’t our theology warn us because we know of such terrible errors where 
prayer is turned into ordering God and the angels around to do our bidding and in order to 
make us rich?  Surely if God is the King of the universe, the one who owes no one anything,
who does what He pleases, that we are mere creatures, worse that we are unworthy 
criminals, how can it be that we can come with such high expectations of an answer?  This 

1 https://www.spurgeon.org/resource-library/sermons/the-throne-of-grace/#flipbook/



is the radical nature of Christ’s teaching, this is what the gospel enables.  Look at that word 
‘everyone’ in v10.  ‘For everyone who asks receives.’  Are you an old Christian or a new one,
have you done well this week or badly, are you a theologian or a layman?  No matter who 
you are, if you are a believe rin the Lord Jesus Christ, you are dressed in Christ’s 
righteousness, you have been adopted as God’s children, you have been granted Christ’s 
name to be used in prayer, and He stands as a mediator between you and God adding the 
incense of His own righteousness to your prayers that they might be heard and answered.  
There are none who are worthy in themselves, all have to be made worthy in Christ, and so 
then everyone, anyone who has trusted in Christ comes to God in prayer, they will be heard 
for Christ’s sake.

Now it must not be thought that this is a blank cheques that is promising to answer any 
prayer your sinful heart can conjure up.  No, Jesus has already outlined that we are to 
prayer for the glory of His name, for His kingdom and will, for our needs of provision, 
pardon and protection.  It goes without saying that Jesus is promising a ready answer for 
those who pray in accordance with God’s will.  

We must in observing these verses stress the responsibility laid upon us to ask, seek and 
knock, and how God has appointed that by the use of means, in response to our praying, 
God will cause His will to be brought to pass.  When we see such rich promises about 
answered prayer, this is not a theological capitulation where God’s will is no longer the point
but ours, or that God’s strength is not needed and we can somehow shape the universe by 
our praying.  No, these rich promises are inviting us to cooperate with God, to enter into the
privileged partnership where in response to our prayers, the prayers of feeble yet forgiven 
sinners, the God of the universe, the holy and majestic God condescends to fulfil His will in 
response to us.  There is an equal stress on the condition of praying, by asking, seeking and
knocking as there is on the certainty of the answer.   

The contrast

V11-13, ‘What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a 
serpent; 12 or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”  Jesus saves His strongest motivations for last.  He 
uses the device of a contrast, the contrast is between sinful fathers and our Heavenly 
Father.  It is a logical device where He argues from the lesser to the greater; if an earthly 
father acts a certain way what can we expect from a perfect Father?  

Jesus begins with a rhetorical question, ‘What father among you?’  Jesus is assuming that 
fathers are loving and generous not cold and malicious.  That they are to be seeking their 
children’s best interests not selfishly abusing them.  He is assuming the natural connection 
where a father feels a natural love and protectiveness towards his children and gladly 
provides for them.  If his child asks for fish he will not give him something that is poisonous 
and dangerous like a serpent.  Likewise if his child asks for an egg he will not give a 
scorpion.  If a child is hungry and asks for food a father would gladly give up his own meal 
that his children would eat.  

V13 is the clincher.  If sinful fathers are able to act this way, then how will God act?  Now 
let it be seen that Jesus assumes that even sinners can do good deeds.  Even though we are
sinful and fallen, we are still made in the image of God, we still know right from wrong and 
are still able to do good, like being good parents.  But even the very best parenting that we 
could find on earth would be nothing in comparison to our heavenly Father.  



My own father’s best quality when I was growing up was his generosity.  Whether it was 
birthdays of Christmas time my father always made sure that there were plenty of presents. 
I remember being staggered at the gifts.  But this is nothing compared to the gifts that our 
Father gives us.  Just think about that word gift for a moment.  It is not a wage, not 
something earned, it is something that is gratuitous, free, by grace.  Think about this when 
it comes to your own children.  They pooh in their pants, they make dirty washing for you, 
you have to go to work to feed them, they keep you up at night, they scar your body, they 
burden your hearts, they resist your authority, they turn a deaf ear to your wisdom, they 
criticize your food, they demand better and more expensive clothing than you can afford, 
one day they will only remember your faults not all the good you have done, they never put 
themselves on your shoes they only see the difficulties and losses they are experiencing, 
you run around after them taking them to various activities, they do their chores in a 
slapdash way, and yet you give, you love, you serve, that is by grace, they have not done 
anything to earn it, it is gift not wages.  

That is the best love we have to offer in this world and it is nothing compared to God’s love 
and giving towards us.  This is Jesus point, ‘how much more will the Heavenly Father give?’ 
the point of Jesus teaching is to impress upon us the willingness of God, because He is a 
Father, to give and to answer in prayer.  Prayer is not something uncertain, or scary but 
coming to a generous Father.  We need to stop and try and penetrate the depths of those 
words, ‘how much more.’  Those words speak to us of the immeasurable riches of God.  
How willing is the Father to give, and how much does He give?, Rom. 8:32, ‘He who did not 
spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give 
us all things?’  God has given His best, His most precious for us, for His enemies, to answer 
prayer, to answer prayer lavishly is nothing compared to what He has given us in Christ.  
But our text adds something more, not only does God give His Son for us, He gives His Spirit
to us, ‘how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!’  

No doubt at this point all those questions that have to do with the gifts and the charismatic 
church come crashing in at this point and no doubt those who want to revive miracles love 
this text as a proof text.  But to take this text in that direction is to sell it short, God is 
willing to give us so much more than just demonstrations of power.  The wonder in this gift 
is that God does not merely give a gift but the Giver Himself.  This is how one commentator 
puts it, ‘To those who ask for a gift, He gives the giver; to those who ask for an effect, He 
gives the cause; to those who ask for a product He gives the source; to those seeking 
comfort He gives the comforter (Acts 9:31); to those seeking power He gives the source of 
power (Acts 1:8); to those seeking help He gives the helper (John 14:26); to those seeking 
truth He gives the Spirit of truth (John 16:13); to those seeking “love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Gal. 5:22–23) He gives the 
producer of all those things. The indwelling Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:9, 11; 1 Cor. 6:19; 2 Tim. 
1:14) is the source of every good thing in the Christian’s life (Eph. 3:20).’2  

God does not only give one token of His willingness, His Son, but two, His Spirit as well.  
God gives the third person of the Trinity to dwell within us.  He is the one who causes us to 
be born again, to be sanctified, who teaches, helps comforts, intercedes for and seals us.  
He is the downpayment of the eternal royal inheritance which is worth more than all of this 
creation, do you think God is willing to answer prayer?  you can have no doubts.

Jesus teaches not only teaches us what pray for, but how to pray, how to pray with 
confidence in a God who is glorified by our boldness, who is willing to hear and answer 

2 MacArthur, J. (2013). Luke 11–17 (p. 57). Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers.

https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcluke3?ref=Bible.Lk11.13&off=2151&ctx=hin+every+believer.%0A~To+those+who+ask+for


prayer who has proven His willing to hear by the giving of His Son and Spirit.  All that is left 
to us is to pray.        

       


