
Parish update July 2021 
 
Planning. 
 
You will be aware that owing to a combination of factors facing the Development 
Management Team over the last 6 to 12 months, there have been some delays in 
the processing some planning related applications. These are just not all 
local issues, and many Councils are facing the same problems.  
  
Steps are being taken to reduce the time taken to determine applications in the DM 
Team without any impacts on the quality of the developments in Huntingdonshire. 
 
Set out below are some of the actions being taken to reduce this backlog. 
 

• Resources have been provided to give some short-term support. 
• Replacement of key management roles that have left to ensure no 
managerial gaps. 
• Recruiting other posts to deliver the service I want. Suitably 
qualified new members have already joined the team with additional ones 
over the next few weeks.  
• Improvements in the way we accept planning applications – a new set 
of ‘checklists’ will be launched in the next few weeks. 
• An intensive week was carried out in June of decision making on 
applications. With over 160 determinations made. 110 more than normal. 
• Reminding everyone of the 24/7 information available on our website. 
• New conservation officer has started. 

 
There is still a big backlog and further actions are being done to deal with these. 
 
Infrastructure. 
An initial engagement exercise has taken place on some options for the traffic flow 
improvement around St Ives. I am not happy with the lack of communication sent out 
by the New Mayor which has given little time for the likes of Parish councils to 
respond (only 3 weeks and poor comms to advise of closing date) 
 
This is a very early outline business case consultation and I urge any Parish council 
responses (if not already done) to be put in writing to the Combined Authority (ideally 
cc me in to ensure it gets listen to). There will be plenty of other opportunities as the 
case on options moves further on and I am pressing for some presentations in the 
future when permitted. 
 
Business Grants 
To date, the District Council has paid out over £54 million worth of grants through 
over 11,500 payments to businesses across all Government grant schemes; the 
most recent being the Enhanced Additional Restrictions Grant scheme The 
remaining Government funding has been distributed across successful applicants of 
eligible businesses to provide a further support grant. This payment is a top-up on 
what those businesses have previously received from the earlier ARG, ARG 
Extension and Enhanced ARG schemes. This has allowed us to access further 
business support funding from the Government in the coming months.  


