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Lack of clean running water  

Ethiopia is one of the poorest countries in the world. Because of this many people do 
not have access to basic facilities such as clean running water. Sanitation is a 
particular problem as just 15% of residents in some communities have access to 
clean drinking water.  

This leads to the spread of diseases 
such as cholera, typhoid and childhood 
diarrhoea – one of the leading causes 
of death in children. With good 
sanitation and consistent access to 
healthy drinking water these conditions 
are easily preventable. 

 

Your group should attempt to solve this issue. Try to be realistic.  

 

What could Ethiopia / Ethiopians do?  

 

What could more developed countries do? 

 

Who would benefit? 

 

Who would lose out?  

 

Is there any way that everyone will gain something?  
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Drought  

Rainfall in Ethiopia is becoming more and more unreliable. Two successive seasons of 
poor rains left eastern Ethiopia in drought. The drought limited the production of 
both food and cash crops like coffee.

Therefore, when there is no rain, 
people are left hungry and the 
economy suffers due to the coffee 
trade where Ethiopia sells coffee 
around the world. In the rainfall were 
more reliable Ethiopia would be able to 
develop a more stable Economy.  

 

 

Your group should attempt to solve this issue. Try to be realistic.  

 

What could Ethiopia / Ethiopians do?  

 

What could more developed countries do? 

 

Who would benefit? 

 

Who would lose out?  

 

Is there any way that everyone will gain something?  

 

 
 

 



KS3 Geography Unit of Work – Images of a Country – Ethiopia  
 
 

 

 
Download all our resources at 

http://news.linkethiopia.org/resource 
 
 

Unfair Trade  

Coffee counts for 60% of Ethiopia exports and generates a vital income for much of 
the Ethiopian population, half of who live on less than $1 a day. In recent years, the 
price of coffee has dropped significantly on the world market. 

 

As a result, Ethiopian farmers cannot 
afford to cover their costs with the 
amount they are paid for their coffee. 
Coffee is cheaper than ever in the U.K. 
and everywhere else in the world.  

 

 

Your group should attempt to solve this issue. Try to be realistic.  

 

What could Ethiopia / Ethiopians do?  

 

What could more developed countries do? 

 

Who would benefit? 

 

Who would lose out?  

 

Is there any way that everyone will gain something?  
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Food Crisis  

The primary cause of food insecurity in Ethiopia is the erratic rainfall the country 
experiences. Where there isn’t enough rain food simply cannot grow.

80% of Ethiopians are dependent on 
livelihoods linked to farming so food 
insecurity is very high. Lately, the price 
of basic grains such as rice and other 
cereals has doubled on the world food 
market, making the grains 
unaffordable. This is due to an 
undersupply of the grains, due to 
erratic rainfall.  

 

Your group should attempt to solve this issue. Try to be realistic.  

 

What could Ethiopia / Ethiopians do?  

 

What could more developed countries do? 

 

Who would benefit? 

 

Who would lose out?  

 

Is there any way that everyone will gain something?  
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Deforestation  

In Ethiopia people cut down forsets for many reasons but they atre all related to 
money and people’s need to provide for their families. Farmers cut dowm forsets to 
make more room for crops, to graze their livestock, spaces are cleared to 
accommodate growing populations and desirable wood is sold.   

Deforestation causes a loss of habitat 
for millions of species. Deforestation is 
linked to climate change and can 
contribute towards droughts and 
floods. Trees help to keep the water 
cycle going by returning water vapour 
back into the atmosphere. Without 
tress luscious forest lands can turn into 
barren desserts.   

 

Your group should attempt to solve this issue. Try to be realistic.  

 

What could Ethiopia / Ethiopians do?  

 

What could more developed countries do? 

 

Who would benefit? 

 

Who would lose out?  

 

Is there any way that everyone will gain something?  
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Lack of schools and school resources  

Most schools in Ethiopia lack basic resources such as pens and paper. Many schools 
do not have any running water. Education can take place in make shift buildings and 
outside in the scorching heat. Teachers often teach classes of over 60 pupils.

Many Ethiopian children are 
encouraged to work by their parents 
instead of going to school. This is so 
they can raise more money fro their 
families.  How can people make 
progress when they do not have an 
education?  

 

 

Your group should attempt to solve this issue. Try to be realistic.  

 

What could Ethiopia / Ethiopians do?  

 

What could more developed countries do? 

 

Who would benefit? 

 

Who would lose out?  

 

Is there any way that everyone will gain something?  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


