
CLASS ACTIVITY



Deductive Reasoning Activity
1. Print off the crime story found at this 

website:
https://peterpappas.com/images/2010/08/murd
er-mystery.pdf

2. Cut the story into pieces.
3. Provide your students with a copy of the 

student document and give each student 1 
piece of the story. Have them complete task 1. 
*It is very unlikely that students will be able to 
answer all of the questions for task one 
because they are only given a small part of 
the story.

4. Group students into groups of 5-8 and have
them share their clues with their group
members. After each group member shares
their clue, the group should collectively answer 
the questions in task 2. *At this point, some 
groups will have more detail than others and 
will be closer to guessing correctly.

5. Bring the students back to a whole group 
setting and have each group share their 
answers to the questions in task 2. *At this
point, allow the class to have a discussion
about what events led to the murder. Have
them complete task 3 when they think they
have solved the case.

6. Reveal the answers to the students and host a 
discussion about deductive reasoning and it’s 
use in forensics.
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Forensics: Deductive Reasoning Challenge
Deductive reasoning is a precise and well-ordered system that aims to provide 
definite support for a conclusion. Forensic investigators must rely on deductive 
reasoning to solve crimes. Deductive reasoning is like putting together a 
puzzle in which several pieces are missing. If the known pieces are put 
together, the image is often known regardless of the missing pieces. This is the 
way forensics works. Today, you will be taken through a series of steps where 
you will use your own deductive reasoning to solve a case.

1
TASK What initial clue were you given?

What conclusion can you derive from this information?

Who was the murderer?

What was the weapon?

What time did the murder occur?

Where did the murder occur?

What was the motive?

2
TASK What other information did you receive?
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What conclusion can you derive from this information?

Who was the murderer?

What was the weapon?

What time did the murder occur?

Where did the murder occur?

What was the motive?

3
TASK What other information did you receive?

What is your final conclusion?

Who was the murderer?

What was the weapon?

What time did the murder occur?

Where did the murder occur?

What was the motive?



Check It Out…
FULL YEAR CURRICULUM

BUNDLE AND SAVE 20%

Comprehensive Forensics
resources for busy teachers

Take me there!

https://thetrendyscienceteacher.com/product/forensics-curriculum-entire-year-course-bundle/
https://thetrendyscienceteacher.com/product/forensic-science-curriculum-for-middle-grades-print-digital/
https://thetrendyscienceteacher.com/product-category/type/forensics/

